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_ Tuesday, January 30, 1866 |
e -

On Thursday, last. the Legislative Couneil

of British Columbia was opened by the Hon,

Mr. Bitoh, as Adininistrator of - thig Govétn-
ment, in the absence of Governor Seymour,
The spesch of Mr. Birch, although not ihe
remarkable document the Columbian states:
it to be, possesses ‘nevertheless ‘considerable
merit. - It tells us, first, that out of the twentys
eight ordinances passed by the Conacil last
year, twenty-three bave received Her Majes-
ty's approval. It is rather signifieant, how--
ever, that one of the Ordinances which still
await Her Majesty’s sanction is the ordinance
to anvend the duties of Customs. It is only
a few'days ‘ago that our  impalsive contem-
porary of New Wel'tliiiiiatetf'thiéf‘up its hat,,
and vociferated Iustily that the | Customs,
Amendment Act had, contrary to opinions
expregsed in Victoria; obtaitied the approval
of Her Majesty. We now fif'by Mr: Bireh's
address that _the British Colambian Govern-
ment had “ received no/intimation of the Secre-
tary of State’s views” lon ‘the ordinance in
question. . The ColumbBitn confused the |
« Harbor  Dues ; Amendment Ordinance,”
which ;provides . for- levying 24. a ton on. vess

‘however, and of represenative Goveroment,
the officials haveé’ it:all:their own “way, ‘and

sl gl dnow T buas « £90 911 ' the colony is saddled withrburdens that would
OFENING OF. THE BRITISE COo- | ‘

Tuin the richest country under the snn.

. The most satislactory annduneenent in the
‘Whole speech is the abolitioni of the export
duty on gold.  For this M. Birch will re.
oeive the thanks of the miners, not merely
inasmuch as he has removed an obnoxious
tax, but for the language he employs in its
removal. Mr. Birch believes in the equity
“of the tax and says, “ I should now hesitate
10 take this step did I mot consider it the
Paramonnt duty of the Eszecutive to carry
out as far as possible the well understood
‘wishes of the community.” Such a sentiment
a_this, coming from & gentleman in the position
of Administrator of the Government of British
Columbia, is worthy of every commendation,
and might be emulated, with mnch general
‘bepefit, by the Executive of Vanocouver
Island.  Itis the sentiment which we have
always maintained should actaate thé Govs
ernment of a free country. When any law
| or Government measare beeomes obnoxious
to the pedple, however good ite principle may
be in the abstract, wisdom' demands that it
should be abolished, and public opinion res-
pected. The remarks,as well as the decision,
are a severe blow to the demagogues of New
Westmindter who desired to make the entire

sels over thirty. tons, with -the *“Ordinance:
to Amietid-the Dutiés of Customs’;” heice its
prematar hilarity, ~ Mr. Cardwell %0 doubt
thinks. it. advisableto maintain harmony in
the relations of colonies that will- shortly be
united, and, not hiaving any vested iaterests’
in New ‘Westminater, feels that it would be |
rather.ngjust to sacrifice the well-being of the
two colonies’ to please a dozen or two short~
sighted péople in' the small bat ambitious
capital of British _Qo]nmbia.

Mr. ‘Bireh tells the Council that steps will
be shortly taken to ‘have the pre-empted
lands ib”the colony surveyed, and that ‘the
Indian‘_]‘ié'sierves,;_vill be plaeed on a more
satisfactory footing.  Speaking of the In~
dians, he " is of opinion that the discretionary
power of the Executive is better for their
management than legislative enactment.
Out of the vote of £225,946 for the public
service of last year, but £185,000 has been
expended—a million of dollars a year, how-
ever, for the small population of British Co~
lumbia  might . satisfy the most inveterate
spendthrift. 'We now come to the sad fact,
which we announced many months ago as
eertain 1o take place,/a deficit in the estimated
revenue. The Administrator does not tell
the ©ouuncil the amount the receipts have
fallent short, but 'we believe it will be" many
thousands.  The export duty on gold and |
the road tolls show the greatest deficit.

With' all the 'outrageous extravagance of
tbe Government of the mneighboring colony,
it is 'a_consolation to see that the public
works: have not been  neglected. * The
main wagon road,” says Mr. Bireh, “ is now
completed to the very centre of the Cariboo
District. Communication between the towns
of Richfield and Camerontown is facilitated
by thecformation of a road. A substantial
packiﬁ‘ail bas been -constructed, by way of
the Southern Boundary, to the Kootenay
District—or. rather, I might say, to . the
Rocky  ‘Mountains—a distance estimated at
three hundred and eighty miles from the
town of Hope. The country lying between
the Fraser and the Columbia_ has been cargs
fully-surveyed, and a trail is already opened:
to connect'the Columbia river with the navi-
gable waters of the Shuswap Lake. Several
exploration parties have been fitted out by
Government, and large tracts of country ex«
plored, ‘with what varied * success you ‘aré’
already aware, from the re;’mrt'q”wbic:h h‘an'
from time 'to time appedred in ‘the Governn
ment Gazette. A light ship has been built)'
and ¥ $tafioned at the entrdnde to the Fraser
river.  Substantial iron budys having ‘ar<
rived ‘from England, will shortly be placed
in position clearly to defive the chancel. The
construction of a wagon road between N ow'
Westminster and Yale is nearly completed;
haviim&f:'.been ‘andértaken in’ éﬁgjﬁﬁgﬁdn }vjitﬁ’
the ‘Western '\ Union' Telegtaph Company.’
whos8'Iine of ‘telegraph following'this routé
has 41fgady penettited upwaids of fout b
dred, miles into the interior, and will, I trust,
should the same energy be displayed as here~
toford}’ place ‘u¢ in telegraphic communidax
tion;’@ﬁ)ﬂ?tpé whole civilized vjprlg&qbqfﬁfe‘
the cl9sg,of angther season.”

b

tratar, of the Government of the neighboring'
colony j-but when he tells us that his redge- {
tion#°ih the enormous demands of the
Ex?"o r}g(e will be something short of $30,000,
e rather proyokes our humor, if so grave &
subjeékean be 8o treated. . Thirty, thousand
dolkxié'eut of sayiseven hnhdred‘*'cnd!!igty'
thoti8ifid is about as 'substantial a redustion |
as takibg tho Gockade fromh "a footman’s fia,
Vntil the; expenditure . of : the/ neighbaring
colonyrshail ‘have been l?gonght ‘down 't
sadw'%o'o, atd the useless and oxpensive’
staff'of ‘éfficils immensely redueed, it is,
simply ridiculoas to talk of retrenchment.

Werg,,the  coloaies, upited to-morrow, the.
outle; waild be, brought within this limit,
nd igstesd of ealling, s My Bisgh dogs now,,

@ 3
for more taxes, the, minars, and. business
men of British Columbia would be relieved

It i gaatifying to find the priveiple of re: |
treﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂiji’f_ acknowledged by “the Adminis-

and who huve done their utmost to bring the
Executive into confliot with the mining and
mercantile popualation.

To make up for the abolition of the ex-
port duty it is proposed to make the mining
licenses compulsory, so that Chinamen will
be obliged to pay their quota like the rest of
the mining population—a necessary measure
that should have been inaugurated long ago.
Another szheme, however, which is not so
necessary i also proposed, to increase the
trade and liquor licenses throughout the
colony. It Mr. Birch does right he will add
0o new taxes, hut cut away the road tolls,
and abolish the endless expenses of recorde
ing mining. claims. Let him do this and he
will find that he will then have more money
than he will know hew to legitimately em~
ploy. The petition of the miaers to have
a “speedy hearing and determining of all
disputes concerning mining interests,” will
be attended to. 1Itis really time it should 5
for of all the wholesale robberics of both time
and money, the present system of adjudicat-
ing disputes on the mines of Cariboo bears

‘the palm. How so disgraceful a state of

affairs conld have existed, as it has, is almest
inoredible. As things go on now, we believe
it takes all the gold that is obtained from
the ground to pay the lawyers. Mr. Birch
speaks hopefully of having a proper system
of communieation established between the
Fraser and Big Bend, and urges, as of the
very greatest importance; the impracticable
scheme of direot communication between San
Francisco and New Westminster,

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The steamer Enterprise arrived on Monday
afternoon from Burrard Inlet with 45 pas~
sengers and a small express. She encoun-
tered a thick fog all’ the way, and had some
difficulty in making the barbor. Fraser
River was full of ice ‘and no communication
‘had been had with the upper country.  The
Oariboo express was at Yale, and would
make,its way down yesterday.. The British
Oolumbian Legislature was- formally opened
by Administrator Birch on' Thursday last.
The substance of ‘the “ Speech from the
Throne” will be found in another eolumn.

of the'17th and 20th instant :
. 'The Aupiversary Missionary Mceting of
the Wesleyan body was beld in Mary street

rch oo Tnesday evening, the Hon. At-
torney. General Crease in the chair. Several
ministers, including the Rev. Dr. Evans of
this ¢ity, and Rev.” Mr. White of Nanaimo,
addressed the ‘meeticg.  The result is said 1o
bave been satisfactory.
““Tex, New, Buove— Filteen of - the ‘iron
‘buoys ,for, the_manth of the river, recently
ordered from England, have arrived at Vie-
toria,  They will be bronght up in & few
days,.and moored as speedily. as possible.
' Customs. REcurers - for' the week ending
e ,atnrd?.'lauunry 13th; 1866 :- Daties(im-
port), $1,496 715, Do. (export), $134 12;
Headmouney, $101 85; 'Harbor Dues, $78 24;

_Tonnage Dues, $1530. . Total, $1,826 22.

BIG "BEND.
Another Rich Créek.

We ’hear that s rivate letter. from Mr,
Jamed ﬂ?ﬁ 9.4 ;g%{gl’g‘ ah in_this city, an-
‘oupees  the, discovery, of . ‘another ecreek,
Pprospecting better than any of those pre-
viously found'ip the Big_geg.‘d, couptry, 3

{ .’ 5 3] &i11 r-..'u“y‘n
.;‘” 52 -4‘ 4 ‘ .< B. i Bl
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ot be surprised to witness uch a rush fro

lf'q‘ad'ﬁé s !p

‘history_of British Qol‘ﬁmbm: :

Tee PuBuic LiBRaRY—At 2 mesting of.
the dir-ory of this flourishing  institution,
held . " “nday, Mr. Ramsay was appointed
Libraisw.., vice Mr.. Williams, who sailed for
England by the last steamer., We observe
that a' besutifal oabinet, for the reception of
geolagical specitens; hhrl been placed'in the
library,room. . It was made by Mr, Richards

'cellency Governor Séymour-Columbian.

s S

eolony  subordinate to their selfish. ends, |

. We extract the following, from the Columbian |

3 80 ‘ D 8 rush from
this'cify a8 ba | Dever yet characterized the |

and -is, . we, undersiand,, the, gift of His Ex-.

th ek Briel ‘mﬁlﬁﬁt | abliged to boar.” 1o e §

i

o
,f%rbidding the exportation. of @rmé ‘'and. ams
o

“towards Mexico. '
1" |CLEVELAND, " Ohio, 'Jan. 13—<Boraee H,

'to 'work, - or-‘leave the plantations.

‘prison.

__ WEERLY, BRITISEH OOLO.

(From the British Columbian. ) !

Nzw Oziesns, Janusry 6—The Picayune
gleans from: a gentleman reeently from the
interior of that State, that the freedmen pos=
“itively refuse to make new contracts to go
They
were respectfal and peacefal. They allege
as a reason that they expect a new proclam-
ation thav will materially benefit their con~
dition. :

Qnrcaeo, January 7 — The Washington
Republican says Admiral Dupont kept his
ships ‘outside Charleston Bar and made
$580,000 in prize~money. President Linceln
issued 'af imy.crative order to him to move
his ships inside the harbor, and seal it agaiost
blockade runuing.  Dupont disobeyed and
was relieved.  Dahlgren succeeded him and
moved his ships inside the bar; blockade
running was then so completely destroyed that
Dablgren’s prize-money only amonnts to a
little over $90,000. 'About six millions more
are yet to be paid, which will probably awell
the figures against 1he names of Lee, Porter,
and Dupont.

WAsnma'ros, January 7T—There is not a
particle of foundation for the report that
Chief Justice Chase asked for the pardon of
young Ketchum.

The President yesterday signed a patent
granting 45,500 acres of land to the Central
Pacific Railroad. ;

About 30 commanders of vessels destroyed
by the Alabama bave already been suminoned
as witnesses for the Government in the ap-
proaching trial of Semmes.

The Government has realized within two
years the ‘sam of $6,000,000, the proceeds of
confiscation ; ' confiscated cotton, sugar, and
other property in the State of Mississippi.

New Yorg, January 7— An extensive
fraud upon the Internal Revenue Department,
by the issue of large quantities of counterfeit
reveoue stamps, has.just been brought to
light by the aatherities of this city.

New Hiven, January 7— The safe of
Adam’s Express Company, en route from
New York to Boston, on Saturday, was rifled
of all its contents, with the exception of two
pareels, which the thieves in their hurry over-
looked. The extent of the joss as near as
can be ascertained is about $500,000. The
car was probably entered while at the depot
in New York. - The thieves pried off the
lock on the door of the car, and also the
locks of two of the Compauny’s safes. Hight
hundred and five dollars in greenbacks and
six hundred in Government notes were left
by the thieves on the floor of the car. They
got out with their plunder at Coldbridge.
The officials of the Company are here in-
vestigating the matter. The rubbery was not
diseovered until the arrival of the train at
this city. :

WasnINGTON, January 8—The select com-
mittee ot both Houses to devise suitable
means to testify national respeet for the lage
President Lincoln had a meeting this fore-
naon, and selected George Bancroft to deliver
the eulogy, in February next, in place of E.
M. Stanton, declined.

NEew Yorg, Jan: 11.—The Herald’s Washe
ington special despatch says that Dr. Bacon,

on bebalf of the Faculty of Yale College, ‘is |

reported to have sent a communication to.
Mr, Speaker Colfax, requesting the House to
array itself against the reconstructing policy
of the President.

The rumors of an impending Cabinet re-
construction which have prevailed among
the informed ecircles for the past week are
believed to have more foundation in' fact than
usually pertains to such reports, The Pre-
sident is known to be anxiously awaiting
the reception of the European Mail to learn
whether Mr. Adams proposed an immediate
return from London. This, taken in eon-
nection withthe small straws, is believed to
indicate the course of the coming braeze.

The Herald’s Fortress Monroe correspond-
ent writes that Captain Alexander, of the
Empire City, arrived there on the 3d instant
trob_Key West. ' He had “seen Dr. Mudd,
Spangler, and O’ Laugblin, the Lincoln assas-
sination conepirators, They all occapy one.
room and are in good health.” They 'do the
most menial and degrading work, about the

(3; Dr. Mudd has bebaved with ex-
emplary propriety since his failure to escape
some time ago, and is evidently striving to
reinstate himself in the good opinion of his
custodians, and bis former easy and agree-
able place in the prison hospital. :

By .order. of . Henry G. Wise, Chief of

Bureau of Ordinance, a large lot of old mis~
‘cellaneous cannon were disposed of at pablic

auction at the Brooklyn Navy Yard yesterw
day. Only about forty persons were present
at the sale,: These. gups, before delivery to
purchasers, will be mutilated #o as to be of
no use.as an arm of offence or defence, other-
wise they would have been bought at large
prices and met with a ready. sala,

The names ¢f thg :Adams Express robbers,
arrested are Triestal, Lockwood and Clark.., :

It is:said, that Horace Greely had .an ine

‘terview /with President Johnson.. The latter
.expressed to, Greely his desire to. avoid any,
 rapture with the Union };lartg.

P

No less than
fourteen names:areé: onthe Speaker’s list for
elaborate speeches on reconatrnotion.  Mem-,
bers of the Cabinet emphatically deny that
the President has issued any orders, stopping
appointments’ upon’the’ recommendations of
members of Qongress. |

Daring - the - week  ending to-day, -two
millions !ev,en,lmp%red and twenty-thousapd
dollars in national currency were issued
The total  eirculation now
and forty millions,

' Washinaron, Jan. 18—In the Senate to-
dl: a resolution was adopted calling upon the

is two hundred

President. for . infarmation: in: rélation to..an
ar\ofi military; commanders;in  California-

upition over

] @ frontiers and whether such
ders was' no

ia violation of our neutrality

Day dddressed a special meeting of the
‘Board of Trade in a lengthy speech this
afternoon. . Resojutions were adopted in
favor of a ship canal offering the practica-
b‘}lity of '‘Day’s scheme and declaring ‘it pra-

sents many features entitling it to the favors:

able consideration. of the gommittee appointed
to confer with gther Boards, =
Yz Yonx, Jan. 137 Tha Conymercigls
Wash tgglsgeql;t_l correspondent, says a
i'db‘ab " unsuccessfal appeal has'been made
or the restoration of Gen. Sweeney, Fenian

Commander-in-Chief; to bis pesition in the
regular séivice. :Gen: Grant,-under orders
from: the President, is ‘withdrawing - 411, the
troops from!the ‘Soufbern States.exeept gar«
risons and United States forts at importan~
points. . giion :

Official dispatches from U. 8. agents
abroad, received at the State De}aartment by
last steamer from' Europe, are favorable to
American interests. - The plans for the ex-
tension of European influence on our:conti~
nent have received a death blow by the res
toration of the Union. 1t is expected the
Mezxican diffieulty will be solved by the
withdrawal ‘of all the French troops..  There
are grounds for: believing that 'the State
Depsriment :at Washington and the French
| Gevernment have an undeutaumupom the
subject, which. is said to date priyious to the
termination of theicivil war. ‘

The Post says some of the Fenians of this
city profess to believe Stephens’ letter is a
forgery, and that it was designed to- over-
throw the opposition to O’Maboney before
the truth could be known.

The Winooska is waiting for her opponent
the Algonquin to get ready for the sea race.
She will commence 'on Moaday next another
forty<six hours’ trial, which, when terminated
will be followed by another of the same di.
ration ; it is then supposed the Algenquin
will be ready for sea and it is confidentially
ascertained that both vessels will start about
the 27th inst.

New Yorxk, Jan. 13—Full partieulars of
the loss of the steamer Maria Boardman are
published. Two pilots, Henry Squires, and
Stephen Jones, behaved in an heroic: man-
ner, bazarding their livesin a small row
boat to save the passengers. Great credit
is given Capt. Bird, of the steamer Charles
Chamberlain and his erew, for their efforts to
save the crew and passengers of the Board-
man, for by their beroic exertions the passen-
gers were saved. :

The funeral obsequies of the late Robert
G. Minturn took place in Brooklyn  to-day.

San Franoisco, January 13— A meeting
was held in this city last evening for the
purpose of choosing delegates from this city
to attend the mining convention at Sacra«
mento next week. The following resolutions
were adopted authorizing the eommittee to
add such names to the list as they see fit,
and also endorsing the California Mining
Bureau Association and recommending it to
the favorable notice of the State Convention.

The steamship Colorado will sail for Pan~
ama pext Friday. Rates of passage, 1st
cabin, outside, and ladies’ cabin, $210; do
inside rooms, $157 50; 2nd eabin, $79 50;
steerage, $52 25,

The steam propeller Ajax left to-day for
Honelulu with' 58 passengers, among whom
were Madame Abna Bishop and Charles
Lascelles, “'George M. Patchen, jr.,” the
celebrated trotting stallion, left on the last

steamer in company with his trainer for the
purpose of contesting with some of the
Eastern crack stock on the Long Island and
other courses. ;
“Last evening the building occupied by the
gringary school in Grass Valley was destroyed
y fire. :
Private telegrams from New York report.
a good deal of excitement in the gold market.
On the 8th inst., the price fluctuating between
187 and 141 closing weak. . Sterling Ex~

of the decline in gold. . Legal Tenders de-
cidedly firmer, sales having been made over
the eounter at 7217, at the Court 7114 was
offered with no sellers, The Mining Share
Market betrays weakuess in the leading de=
scription operated in to~day, though there are
no very marked fluctuations.

A private letter from Valparaiso states
that the blockade of the port of Talcahuana
had been raised. 1

Flour was quoted at $5 per bbl Chilean
currency. i ;

Candles are firm, with sales of 400 bozxes
Knapps 'at 27¢.

Coftee—Further sales of 100 bags Kona at
an advanced rate,

Rice—8ales 1000 mats No, 2 China at 617
@734 per pound.

Flour-Market firm with sales: within the
last day or two of the bulk of. 10,000 bbis
for export .on a basis of $6 50 per hbl: for,
Standard Superfine in qr sacks. - The leading
local mills, are ranning on export orders.

Wheat— Within the last day or two, but
not before reported, there have been sales of
30,000 sacks No. 1, chiefly for export at
205(@210.per-100 pounds. .

Barley—Sales  include 2500 sks brewing,
at $1 111¢.; 1800 do at $1 10 ;:and 1200 at
$1 70 and $1 75 per 100 lbs.

THE Bie Bexp MiNes aND How 70 Ger
Tuere—We would draw especial attention
to the able and comprebensible letter ad-
dressed by A. C. Anderson, Esq., formerly
of the Hudson Bay Co., to the Chairman of
Committee_ of the Chamber of Commerce of
this city, J. Robertson. Stewart, Esq , in answer
to the ‘application: of the committee for ins
tormation respecting the Big Bend ' gold
mines. and the superior advantages of the
Fraser River route.  The Committee acted,
wisely'in seeking information’ from agentlen
man 80 competent.to afford it as Mr. Ander~
son, whose intimgte:knowledge of the whole
'of that section of country and well known
impartiality will carry much weight in Oregon
snd California. The Chamber of Commerce
will ‘cause a ' large number of copies of this
communication to be circulated outside of the
colony, and viewed 'in  conjunction with the
maps of both routes, now being lithographed
by the British Columbian Goveroment; will
go far towards satisfying ‘miners resident in
the neighboring' territories and. in California
‘of the most advisable route for them to take
to the mibes. ' }
3

RoBBERY—0n the night of J. anuq‘\ry fiith
the warehouge ot Messrs. Swan & Smith, of
Arcada; was ' broken opei;\ ,and 'robbed.: of
goods and merchandise to the value of over!
iwo hundred dellars, by an outlaw known as
Scotta and five accomplices. The thisves
were traced as, far as Tum Wafer, and war-

'rants taken) out for their:arrest.  Scotta:took -

refage in ;an Indian 'hovel, whara several  of.

the citizensiof that place-attempted to arrest

himon ‘Taesday; but he:-managed:to: escape, :

' ‘Some twelve or moreshotd were fired athim,

[ and ‘hefired ane: back without effect.— Pac,
T'ribune. yievs

chaoge same date was at 1090n the gtrength.|

svumr COURT.
(BEFORE omIEF JUSTIOR NERDHAM,)
- MOKDAT, Jan, 22, 1866,
Harrison et al vs. Gilmore—The plaintiff,
on behalf of the Grizzly Company of Cariv
boo, sued-the defendant for $203 65, tor the
amount.of judgment recovered in the Gold

said Jobn Harrison was plaintiff and, the
Grtlzzly Company and David Grier defends
antas, i

!M.r..Dennal appeardd for the plaintiffs,—
Mr. Ring, instructed by Mr. Jackson, for. the
defendant, : bt o

.The defence was that the defendant at, the
time of -the alleged confract had ¢eased to be.
& mioer, his certificates having’ expired.  Qap
the other hand it was agserted - that a certifi-
cate had been taken -ont by.i another person
for and in the name of the defendant. -Seve
eral points in connection with British Colum«
bian jurisprudence: were zased 5 and His
Honor, after deliberation; . determined to give
the plaintiff ;the eption of an adverse judg-
ment.or a non-suit.. Mr..Dennes eleptad the
non-suif;

Dobrin vs. Lyons—-This was a suit to re~
cover the sum ‘of '$41 50:for seaman’s cloth~
Ing and supplies furnished on the defendant’s
oredit, .

Mr. Bishop for plaintiff,

The defendant conducted  his case very
shrewdly in person. | - il

The defence set up was that there; was an
overcharge on the goods supplied, but a book
produced by the defendant upset his plea-and
Judgment was given for the amount claimed,

Mecredy vs. Copland==The hearing of this
suit for the recovery of $110 wages claimed
by defendant as'guardian of his son, was re-
sumed yesterday.

Mr. Green for plaintiff. Mr. Wood for des
fendant.

After a patient hearing of the case, His
Honor gave judgment for $30.

Gibbs vs, Allsopp—This was an action of
replevin for an alleged illegal distress for $75
on the premises of the Royal Exchange in
Fort street. ; i

Mr. Bishop for plaintiff. Mr. Green for
defendant. -

The matters involved were purely ques-
tions of 'Law, and the Judge after a pro-
tracted and ample inqgiry. gave a verdict in
favor of 'plaintiff ‘against defendant, on the
ground that the defendant, who claimed as a
purchaser, was not clothed with the legal es-
tate 80 as'to enable bim to distrain. i

Cross actions are threatened.

F. Mitchell ws, Hammond—This was an

iaction for 856 75 for goods sold and deliv=

ered 1o Mr. Rice, deceased. The plaintiff
said he:sold the goods to Mr. Riee . on the
word of the defendant that he would be , re-
'sponsible for the payment. The defendant
denied having said that he would be respon-
sible for the goods, but had. said that he wonld
fangt Mr Buee: . . T

His Hopor gave judgment for the defend-

sufficient’; ‘the law required a written ac—:
knowledgment of the liability.

VoLunTesr Bars ar New Wesrumverss.
—The; Volunteers i the neighboring capital
&ave a very successful subscription ball on
the I5th inst. in their ball,” which was ele-
gantly decorated for the occasion. "The
following names of those present is furnished

by the Columbian : —The hon. A- N. Birch,
Administrator of ‘the Government; Capt.

D. C. Maansell, Esq., Hon. Mr.. Homer and
Mrs. ITomer, Hon, Mr. Holbrook, Mr. and
Mrs. Bushby, Mr, and Mrs. Good  and Miss
Good, Mr. and Mrs. Claudet, Mr. McCullo¢h,
Dr, ‘and' Mrs. Black; Mr. :H. V. Edmonds,
Mr. Elwyn, Oapt. Holmes, Capt. Horton, Mr",
H. Nagle ‘and the Misses Nagle, Mr. Wm.
Fisher,” Mr. Pooley, Mr. lsaac Fisher, Dr.
Jones, Mr. - Bullock; Mr. - Wm. Ladner. and

Mr.' Bruckman, Mr. Robert Neal and Mra:
Eaton,

Moir,: Mr: Berkely, Mr. John Powell, Mr.-

was kept up with much spirit till two o’elock -
and the pretty uniform of the Rifles added
much to the effect.

Tae Povtcy, oF ToE Hous.—The Nas
naimo, Gasetie has &, sensible article on the
recent action ot the House on the Estimates.
It calls the reduction of the number of offieials
“a social necessity,” and says the action of
the House in removing cettain of those

regret that such necessity exists. Oomplaints
are made of meannéss,” shabbiness and 'so”

to—we must fashion par garment' to ' our.

sired,

like this, as an heirloom to be enjoyed throun

colonists. In' 'the gold ‘mines ‘how many

have been reduced to pentiless poverty. ‘In
Victoria, how miny merchants and ‘others
have seen their tiches taking wings nnto’
themselves and flying away.’ The blame in
the whole affair is not that the Assembly are

1)

do. "

are pl>dsed to learn’ that an ‘ Aet te incora

for the Sound trade.— Seattle Gazette,"

down'Saturday evenitig.— Astoria Guzette.

Commissioners Conrt of British Columbia at.
Richfield in September, 1865, in ‘which the.

ant, and said that a verbal responsibility for
'the payment of avother man’s debt was ‘not

Prichard and Mrs. Prichard, Hon. Mr. Ball, -

Mr. and Mrs. Dewdney + and :Miss ',

gentlemen, from office and emolument, and .
lowering the salaries of others * is the res. .
sult of stern _Decessity, and we can _only'

measure of cloth and'be content, although ™

not €0 ample in fold as coult’l‘be‘doy'-

Surely “ those ‘gentlemén could’ nef |-

leok upon tenure of office in'a poor-eolphZ' 9
8

porate the Puget Sound Steam Navignion\-l-
| Co.” has .passed the, Legislature, and, the -
corporators will shortly commence, at Steils,

acoofn; the ‘@onstruction-of a''suitable vessel

forih—such complaints need not'be listened

Puaer Sousn Navieation Companz—~We .

Barx ¢ ELDRIDGE” Acrounp—This vessel

;was, agtound bigh up on a sand bar, just |
abave, the, Sierra. Neyada, o the, opposite, .
side of the Columbis;$as tha: Rabboni came

Miss Booth, Mr. Bellenge, Mr. M. McEachen;: -

and Mrs, Howse, Mr. and Mrs. Price, Mr. . ,
Wolsey, and  about forty others. Dancing: .

lite and then handed ‘down to'’their 'posw
‘terity.  Thiey canaot but ex ect to share in
the vicissitudes of lortune ‘with their fellows'

hundreds, after. the most strenuous exertions, "

doing the work of necessity and’ dity, bat" "
that the Executive have left it for them to
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I—;I_PORMATION ON AN
; TANT SUBJECT.

In another column will be fonnd
tant letter from A. C. Anderson, K
Chamber of Commeree, on the' (0]
British Columbian routes to Big
man is better qualified for giving a
of the respective routes, as well a
tances, and when that genileman tel
is & differencein favor of the travel
‘Fraser River of 257 miles, those
in reaehing Big Bend may rest a
the figure - is < rather under
vated.” “The letter, however, pub!
mording must be taken i'n conjunot
communication which appeared in’

18T twelve days agocn the same su
the same gentleman. In thatcomm
it is stated that the difference in tim
b;tween the Oregon and British
routes is inifavor. of the latter by
twenty days.  This is in itself;a
obatacle in the :way of Portland
any pertion of the freight or passen
When, however, we add 'the
of the ‘Oregon route, the question
form one for discussion. Mr.
sthtes that the distance from Vict
Columbia river in the viciaity of t
might , easily be, travelled in' si
thus . enabling the California
reach Big Bend within ‘ten d
his leaving San Francisco. By
Portland it would be impossible P'x
mining (vavel, to reach the ming
twenty-one. - The ‘question idd’od
be tried- whether ‘the steamer on -
bia river will be able to make
through the impetuous rapids whic
navigation on that river during ‘th
months. We believe, and we spi
very, best authority, she will Dot
number 6f miners should be indue
the tortuous route, we expect t
their being detained at Colville or
other point in the vicinity of the Co!

a period that will leave them Ii

to test the richness of Big

say ' this in no spirit of disparag

the Oregon route, but with the e

sire to save the time and money o

venturous. miner,, We say it in'

be may be deterred from travellinj
that eannot possibly admit him fe

Bend  diggings before May or perh

By the British Columbian ling; he,

Gold Creek'or any part of the Wini

by the end of Maroh. The fact is

lumbf fi¥er; wheke the American
to ply, is obstrueted for half the yeat
is rendered during several of
months:. nonavigable throught) !
of the rapids. It is ourlinteres

that no delay is experienced i

the mining popaulstion, and with it

amouni of sapplied at Big Bend .:s
present year, and so far as the enery
ishabjtants can go we will accom

The. House -of Assembly hes alres

$30,000:tp provide cheap and; Qimg

communication between Saa Frane
this port ; theifares from here to.Ne
minster, or direst to Yale, will be
dowh to ihe lowest possible ﬁgm-eJ
taking it altogether, the b'xp‘ense‘w
from San Franciseo to Big Bend,
of the Fraser River, will not ' exced
five or forty dollars. The cost by t
land route will be considerably ow
this amount. When we come to
the difference in the price of freight
portion will be almost the same.
t6’' Mr. Andereén’s calculation, freig
Ianded at Columbia river from N
minster at seven/and a-half cents
exclisive of thé! three cents’ for
which we have no doubt will be a
By the ‘Oregon route the price ca
gibly be less. than fifteen: or twen
All it requires to open out "Big
fill it up with a vigorous mining poj
is a liberal policy on the part of th
Colambian Government. “Let. the:r
and the head money: bé dbolished;
recording fees at the mines reduced,
most prosperous mining country
Pacific the present year will be th
of British Columbia. All this ‘¢an
done if the authorities of New
ster are fit for the occasion, If the
we shall #ée them attempting the
project of getting ocean steamers to
New Westminster—of creating t
order that the laws of pature 'may 't
sed. It will cost, supposing- the_sel
practicable, sixty or seventy thousun
to induce any, mail company to ri
vesgels on the Fraser river gands, ar
this is done Victoria will be-able to
California miner'at New Westminst
itely cheaper than he can be_ brougl
from . ‘San':Francisco. Let M. Bir
_aftét the internal communications: of
* Coluitibia, and not lend himsélf to the
proJect of  taking thousands'of doflar
thie mifiére’ Pockets in the hoph of pi
few dve -'g‘;"pwh'ghildren in New Wes
with, the Sight of 'an ocean steatier.
port duty on gold is abont; to, be' ab
let every nerve be jtrained to redu
further the miner’s contribation to k

nue of the, country—Ilet no San F




