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ple of Germany, but simply because 
we loved England more.
The German Surtax.

Notwithstanding this, Germany con­
tinued to offer to us what we consid­
ered an unjust tariff so long as we per­
sisted in giving to Great Britain a pre­
ference that we did not give to Ger­
many. Under such circumstances what 
did we do? We asserted our manhood. 
We put the surtax upon German goods, 
and said that in this matter we would

Pacific Ocean, and to own it and to 
operate it, by the Government. That 
is the policy of Mr. Borden. What we 
propose to do is well known, and what 
he proposes is well known. What we 
propose is to have a railway from ocean 
to ocean, partly built by the Govern­
ment, and partly built by the company, 
and to be operated by the G. T. P. Rail­
way Company; and what he proposes is 
to have a railway built, operated and 
managed by the Government. Now, 
gentlemen, of these two plans, which 
Is to be adopted? You have heard Mr. 
Borden declare here, and he has de­
clared it on many other platforms, that 
by the plan of the Government we are

of Stevens and Gordon. (Great ap- when we make our home in Canada, 
plause.) then above all things we are Cana-

Ladies and gentlemen, I was met at dians, and let us stand together for the 
the station be several of my fellow- prosperity of this Canada of ours, and 
countrymen of French origin, and they I ask you to help elect Mr. Stevens and 
requested me to give them a few words | Mr. Gordon on the 3rd of November, 
in my own language. I shall do it with and send them to Ottawa to help me 
pleasure but not at this present mo- 
ment; but when the last speaker has 
spoken, then I shall come back again 
and say a few words in French to my 
fellow-countrymen. (Applause.)

carry on the Government, and to ad­
vance the prosperity of this great Do­
minion." (Applause.)

THE MINISTER OF CUSTOMS
compel Germany to give us justice and 
fair terms. We asserted to the world 
that a small nation could compel a big 
nation like Germany to respect its 
manhood. It is because the Canadian 
Government has shown that it could 
grapple with great subjects that it has 
commanded the respect not only of 
Great Britain, but, I may say, of all 
the civilized world. The name of Can­
ada. today is not what it was eight, 
years ago. The name of Canada then 
was scarcely ever pronounced beyond 
our limits. It was the name of a small 
Canada; today the name of Canada is 
that of one of the young and promin­
ent nations of the world. (Applause.) 
Is there a man in this audience, let 
him be Conservative or Liberal, is 
there a man in this audience who can 
challenge the words I have just stated? 
And if the Government of which I am

Laurier and Prohibition.
When Sir Wilfrid Laurier had con­

cluded his address, the Rev. G. A. 
Brown, of Blenheim, stood on the plat­
form and said: "Can I ask a question 
on behalf of the prohibitionists of the 
county of Kent?”

We came from Blenheim, and we 
asked Mr. Borden the same question, 
and he cast an insinuation on Sir Wil- 
fria Laurier and his party,” Mr. Brown 
said. "We ask Sir Wilfrid what may 
the prohibitionists expect of him and 
his party if he is returned to power?”

The Premier, without a moment's 
hesitation, advanced to the front of the 
platform, and replied to Mr. Brown’s 
question as follows:

Mr. Chairman—I welcome the ques­
tion which is put to me by my friend. 
1 do not think it will cause me any 
very serious embarrassment to answer 
it. When the Liberal convention, which 
met at Ottawa in 1893, made the plat­
form of the Liberal party, of which I 
had then recently become leader, the 
question of prohibition was considered. 
Many of our friends were in favor of 
prohibition, and there were many who 
were not in favor of it. I claim for my 
part, that prohibition is not necessarily 
temperance. I claim that prohibition is, 
of course, the acme of perfection of 
temperance, but it is not temperance 
itself, and I do not want to be hypocrit­
ical upon this matter. I think I am a 
temperance man. I claim that I am. 
(Applause). Above all things I do not 
want to be a hypocrite, whether it be 
right or wrong to be a prohibitionist. 
1 tell you I am not, but I tell you I am 
a temperance man, and I claim to my 
friend who questioned me, that I am 
just as much a temperance man as he 
is himself. He,thinks I am a sinner. I 
do not blame him for that. This is a 
question in which we can agree to dis­
agree, but, sir, that was the decision 
at Ottawa. In the ranks of the Liberal 
party, there were men who were strong 
prohibitionists, and there were men 
who did not believe in prohibition, and, 
sir, we compromised the question, and 
we set a plank in our platform, that 
if we were to come into office we would 
take a plebiscite for or against prohi­
bition, and if there was a decisive ma­
jority, a sufficient majority, in favor of 
prohibition, then, of course. I would 
consider we would be bound to carry 
out such policy. We have here the 
best system of government in the 
world. We have the constitutional 
government of Great Britain. It is the 
best known to man. Under that Gov­
ernment the majority must rule, and 
the minority must submit to the ma­
jority upon the question upon which 
there is a fair consensus of opinion.
The Plebiscite.

We took a plebiscite, and what did it 
show? It showed that the views on 
prohibition and anti-prohibition were 
about evenly balanced. There was a 
small majority of 10,000 in favor of 
prohibition, and the vote I must say 
was a very small one. It has been 
stated that the great bulk of the vote 
against prohibition was in the Province 
of Quebec, and that is so. The great 
vote of the Province of Quebec was al­
most unanimously against prohibition. 
It has been said that the vote was not 
fairly cast, but I repel that assertion. 
I say the vote in Quebec was as honest­
ly taken as anywhere else, but it is a 
matter of race and education or what­
ever else you will. In Quebec there is 
nobody in favor of prohibition, though 
my friend will be surprised to know 
that if you go to the Province of Que­
bec that you will find prohibition ex­
tending miles and miles, in parish and 
parish. For 30 years I have lived in 
the county of Arthabaska, composed of 
eighteen parishes, and there is only one 
in which liquor is sold. In the county 
of Lotbiniere there had not been a

Hon. Wm. Paterson, Delivers a Char­
acteristic, Vigorous Address.

When the applause which marked the 
close of Sir Wilfrid’s brilliant address 
had subsided, Mr. Stone briefly intro­
duced Hon. William Paterson, the Minis­
ter of Customs. In doing so Mr. Stone 
said never had the people of Chatham 
been so inspired as they were by the 
address of the Prime Minister. "Let us," 
he said, imbibe freely, copiously, of that 
great national spirit which Sir Wilfrid 
represents— The Greater Canada -T rier and the Larger Canada "”

Mr. Paterson was warmly welcomed bv 
the electors, and during his address 
which occupied the greater part of an 
hour, he was given a most cordial hear- 

is really an inspiring sight” he said, “to gaze upon such an^audience 
as is assembled here today. I knew mv 
leader was popular. 1 knew he knew my 
lar in all the ridings of this Dominion I have seen enthusiasm manifested 
appearance, and I think I might venthts 
to say that from the size of the citv 
he has not been graced with a larger or 
more magnificent audience in his trium 
follow hi- ^-tS - LE 
Canada, and I am sure since you heard 
him, as well as the Liberal standard, 
bearers, you have a full appreciation of 
the great questions dividing the politici 
parties today. I do not know that I read 
Mr. Borden’s speech here. I do not know 
what he may have said, nor will I at. 
tempt to refute many statements made 
against the party to which I belong. I 
know charges have been made. I know 
the charges are too broad for men of 
independent minds to receive them as 
absolutely true. For instance, when we 
are told, as Mr" Foster said the other night in accepting the nomination for 
North Toronto, that the Liberal party 
made pledges in 1896, and that they de­liberately violated every one of them 
Now, that a very strong charge to
make, and as I said last night at To- 
ronto, the only answer I care to give to 
such a charge, that carries its own refu­
tation on its own face is this- What 
must be the conception in the mind of 
the man who could utter that sentence 
when you reflect that after four years of Liberal government, we came before 
the people again and were returned to 
power with a majority of fifty led the 
House of Commons? (Hear, hear.) Do 
you believe the people of Canada would 
return a Party to power that had violated 
every pledge and principle it ever gave? 
No. I have a higher opinion of my fellow- 
citizens than that. What the Conser- vatives choose to call pledges we are not 
concerned about. not
Carried Out Party’s Principles. 
"What we have done is to carry out as 
far as we could the principles we have 
enunciated, and we believe we have suc­ceeded in doing so to a very satisfactory 
degree. They (the Conservatives) say 
we could not reduce the national debt 
debt1’ we have not increased the national 
debt. It stands virtually at the same 
figure today as it stood the day the Con- servative party went out of power. They 
said we promised to lighten the burden 
of taxation, and we did not do it. 1 say 
we did. They say we collected through the customs nearly forty million dollars 
last year, and they only collected twenty millions. We had wrung the money out the pockets of the people - We 
promised to reduce the rate of taxation 
upon the people, they say. I am address­
ing intelligent men. You know what the 
rate of taxation is. What is the rate of 
taxation, as applied to the federal treas- 
Ury? How are customs duties raised? How does the revenue come about? Your 
merchants in Chatham will import goods 
from other countries. They buy such 
goods as they want. The Government 
has nothing to do with the prices these 
men pay for the goods in the States or 
foreign countries. No Government con­
trols that. Grit or Tory. The law of 
supply and demand regulates it. There 
is another thing that the Government 
does not do, that no Government Grit 
or Tory, can do. That is, they cannot

to supply nine-tenths of the cost of the 
road, and the G. T. P. are only to sup­
ply one-tenth, and while the company 
would have all the profits, we would 
by paying nine-tenths, and he asks, is 
that fair?
Contradicts Mr. Borden.

No, that would not be fair, if it was 
so; but it is not so. (Great applause.) 
When I say it is not so. mind you, I 
speak by the book. I do not ’want to 
quote to you anything that is not ex­
actly so, because there are reporters 
here who will report my words, and I 
would not give a quotation of Mr. Bor­
den’s unless I was sure of my facts. 
Mr. Borden and I are good friends. He 
is a gentleman whom I respect. He is 
a great fellow. He is a Conservative, 
and that is about all I have against 
him. (Laughter.) But he is carried

the head did nothing more than to 
bring Canada to the front as it has 
been, it seems to me in this alone there 
would be cause for the renewal of the 
support which you have given us for away by his own imagination. (Laugh­

ter.) It will be easy for me to show you 
that we do not pay for nine-tenths of 
the road. How shall I prove it to you? 
I shall prove it to you very easily by 
giving you the terms of the contract 
that we have made with the G. T. P. 
Railway. The terms which we have 
made are these: The road is divided In­
to two sections. One section, from 
Moncton to Winnipeg, and one section,

the last eight years. (Applause.)
The Talk of Scandal.

And eight years ago the name 
Canada had scarcely been heard

of 
in

these lands but today and every day 
people are turning their eyes towards 
that new star which is arising in the 
western sky. (Tremendous applause.) 
And now, gentlemen, in the face of 
this you have Mr. Borden coming to 
this city and talking of scandal. What 
are the scandals? Where are they, sir? I 
do not find them, except for one or 
two bad appointments which were

from Winnipeg to Port Simpson, prob­
ably, on the Pacific Ocean. The section 
which is to be built by the Govern­
ment is the eastern section, 1,875 miles, 
and when it is built by the Govern­
ment it is to be leased by the G. T. P.made. I do not think there is anything .

with which the Government of Canada Railway. That is the contract and the 
terms of the contract. By the terms 
of the lease the G. T. P. are to pay 
to the Government 3 per cent upon the 
cost of the road. Now, we expect to 
build that road by borrowing the money 
at the rate of 3 per cent, and if we

can be charged seriously at this mo­
ment, ladies and gentlemen. These 
small, picayune scandals are too triv­
ial to be discussed before a meeting of Hon. Wm. Paterson, Minister of Customs.this kind. There are other subjects 
to be discussed. I understand that Mr..
Borden when he came here a few weeks Borrow the money a.t the rate of 3 per 
ago discussed ch My the railway ques- cent, we expect it will cost us $71,000,000 
tion. Sir. I have e to Chatham also including the interest Therefore, the 
with the view of .cussing with you G. T. P. will pay us ■- per cent interest 
the railway question, and if there is a on $71,000,000, or whatever the cost of 
question which I m proud to discuss, the road may be; and. therefore, if that 

is carried out, you will see that that 
section will cost you nothing what- 
ever. (Applause.) It will not cost you 
a cent.

according to our contract the whole 
amount of money that will be taken 
from the Canadian taxes for the con­
struction of that immense railway 
from ocean to ocean will be simply the 
small sum of thirteen and a half mil­
lion dollars, a sum less than our sur­
plus of last year. (Great applause).

Now, I want to know from you, is 
there anything in this that will stag­
ger the Canadian people when all they 
will be called upon to pay will be less 
than the surplus of last year? I know 
my friend Mr. Borden gets very sad 
when he speaks of the burden which is 
being placed on the Canadian people. 
It is extraordinary to think how these 
Conservative friends of ours have be­
come economical since they have no 
longer the purse in their hands. 
(Laughter). They had no such econom-

Tupper or Mr. Pope? However, it is notment had every right to use all their 
the man, it is the system which is exertions in order to relieve themselves
vicious, and so long as the vicious sys­
tem remains, and it is the very system 
which he wants extended to the Pacific, 
you can expect nothing but deficit and 
deficit.

There was never money enough 
earned on the road to grease the wheels 
of the cars. (Laughter). And you are 
asked seriously to go on with that 
system, and to put another burden on 
the Canadian people. Am I not justi­
fied, therefore, iri saying that such a 
plân is folly, and if it were carried 
out, it is not the seven years of in­
terest that you would have to pay, but 
the interest for all time to come. Be­
cause, so long as railways are admin­
istered in the same way, the result 
must be the same. That is the reason 
why the plan of Mr, Borden would be 
a failure, and that is the reason why 
our plan will be a grand success. (Ap- 
plause).

A Party of the Past.
The Conservative, party ip this city, 

I am sure, are very proud of their 
past. I do not blame them for that. 
There was a time when the Conserva­
tive party was, a party of grand men, 
and of great achievement. They live 
upon the traditions of their party, but, 
sir, let me tell you this, that when Mr. 
Borden undertakes to say that he shall 
have this railway managed and operat­
ed by a government, he goes back on 
the policy of his party. He goes back 
on the policy of. Sir John Macdonald, 
Sir Charles Tupper, Mackenzie Bowell, 
and all the leaders of the Conservative 
party. It is not the first time that this 
question of railway ownership and rail­
way management has come before Par­
liament. It came before us 25 years 
ago, when we first talked of building 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. The 
question was then before us as to whe­
ther it should be built and operated as 
a Government road or as a company 
road. We tried Government ownership 
first, but all parties agreed that would 
be a failure, and we decided to give 
it to a company. My party never of­
fered the slightest opposition to the 
Government of Sir John Macdonald, be­
cause they gave the building and man­
agement of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way to a company, instead of keeping 
it in their own hands. Sir John Mac­
donald gave a reason why he was op­
posed to public ownership; and there 
are, I imagine, in this audience, some 
Conservatives. I know my friend. Mr. 
Stevens, and my friend. Mr. Gordon, 
have; many friends in this audience. I 
can see that in your faces. But I im­
agine there are scattered here and there 
some few Conservatives. They are wel­
come. It is to them I would speak far 
more than I would speak to the Grits, 
my friends, and I will give them an 
opinion, not of their present leader, but 
of their greatest leader, the founder 
of their party. Sir John Macdonald him- 
self. (Applause.)
Sir John A.’s Words.

In 1881 Sir John Macdonald spoke 
upon the question which was then be­
fore the House of the contract with the 
syndicate, which was to build the Can­
adian Pacific Railway, and he gave this 
as a justification for giving it to a 
company, instead of having a railway 
built by the Government, and owned 
and operated by them: “The Govern-

and the country of the obligation of 
building this road, and the still greater 
obligation of running it.” Mark the 
words, "the still greater obligation of 
running it." "We see this in the In­
tercolonial Railway, and in every pub­
lic work. It is actually impossible for 
the Government to run that railway 
satisfactorily. The men we put on the 
road, from the porter upwards, become 
civil servants. If one is put on for any 
cause, he is said to be a political hack. 
If he is removed, it is said that he 
was removed because of his political 
opinions. If a cow is killed on the road, 
a motion is made in respect to it by 
a member of the House who has the

if there is a question upon which I 
want to appeal to the fair judgment, 
and to the intelligence of my fellow-
countrymen in this Province, and in
this district, and in this city. It is this Cost of the Road.
very railway question, which was dis­
cussed by Mr. Borden, and condemned , if a man in the city of Chatham were 
by him. Well, sir. I take issue with to borrow $10,000 to build a house, and 
everything that has been said to you by built it, and as soon as it is built, if 
Mr. Borden, and I shall show you, as he could find a tenant who would pay 
we proceed, how wrong he is. and how him 3 or 4 per cent on the cost of the 
right our policy is; but before I go any house, if you borrowed the money at 
further, let me lay down at once the the same rate, you are not out of poc- 
basis of this discussion, and it is this: ket one single cent. It seems to me 

that is a simple proposition of arith­
metic, that everyone should under­
stand. No one need be a financial ex-

owner’s vote as support. The responsi­
bility, the expense, 
and the annoyance 
ernment having charge

That we have taken our position be­
fore Parliament, and we take our posi­
tion before you today, that the con-

the worry,
of a gov-

, of such
a work are usch that for these causes
alone it was considered advisable to get 
rid of the responsibility." Therefore, in 
building the new railway, his Govern­
ment handed it over to a company. 
That is the opinion of Sir John Macdon­
ald. and I want to give you the opinion 
of Sir Charles Tupper, the first lieu­
tenant of Sir John Macdonald.

ical views formerly, but now the purse
struction of a railway from a Canadian pert to understand it. This is exactly 
port on the Pacific Ocean to a Canadian ‘the position we are in with the G. T. 
port on the Atlantic Ocean, and every P. We estimate it will cost $71,000,000. shown you the plan which staggers Mr.
inch of it on Canadian soil, not on for- We estimate that we shall borrow the 'Borden. I have shown you the plan to 
eign territory, but on Canadian soil, i money at 3 per cent, and when we have which he objects.
is a commercial and political necessity, built the road we have a tenant who 
(Applause.) - takes it at once, and he will pay us
The Grand Trunk Pacific. exactly the interest we will pay on themoney we expend in building the road

Sir. Mr. Borden himself at this mo- Therefore, if that portion proceeds- as 
ment no longer disputes that fact. Mr. it is intended, we will not have spent a 
Borden has been forced by circum- I dollar out of the pockets of the Cana­

dian people. On the other side of the 
continent, from Winnipeg to the moun­
tains, the G. T. P. are to build the road 
,with their own money, and not with 
to admit that a railway was a neces- the money of the Government and 
sity. When we first talked of such a we are going to guarantee 
railway he would not have it; he would the cost of the construction 

for three-quarters of the amount in­
vested in the prairie section, and it is 
estimated that our share, in fact, our 
liability will not exceed $13,000 per 
mile. In the mountain section we are 
paying three-quarters of the cost of 
the construction, whatever it mav be 

We wanted to build a railway from the It is true, and one is bound to be hon- 
Atlantic to the Pacific, a new line, we est in these matters that the man who 
said. No, he would not have that, but indorses sometimes pays; but in this 

-we have every confidence that 
the Government of Canada will never 
be called on to pay one dollar either of 
interest or capital on the prairie sec­
tion, for this reason that in the prairie 
section the settlers are pouring in from 
all parts of the world, and from the

is not in their hands, but in our own, 
they are extremely economical. I have

Mr. Borden's Plon.
Now let me show you his own plan. 

It is to build the railway and operate 
it. How much will it cost? One hundred 
and nfty million dollars. Let him put 
his own estimate upon his own plan. 
Ii so, the country would have to borrow 
and apply, according to his own views, 
$150,000,000 to build the road. Now, sirs,

Sir Charles Tupper's Opinion.
In 1891 he spoke these words: "We are 

constructing a railway from the city 
of Halifax, a large, enterprising city, 
with a great trade, with the finest har- 
bor on the continent of America. We 
are carrying that railway to St. John, 
another fine harbor, and there are rea­
sons for that; but, sir, we will then 
have this line of railway through the 
open, cultivated country, through all 
the towns bordering on the St. Law­
rence up to Quebec.” And with what 
result? With the result that today we 
are standing face to face with nothing 
less than fifty million capital expendi- 
tare, and year after year a large de­
ficit Ito be taken out of the treasury of 
Canada, for the purpose of carrying it 
over, and whether Liberals or Conser- 
vatives were in power, I would deplore 
in the strongest manner any attempt in 
this country, by any Government, I 
care not who they are, or who they 
are composed of, to construct another 
Government railway; that is the posi­
tion I take. ■

The opinion of another leader of the 
Conservative party, Sir Mackenzie 
Bowell, is as follows: "That I will say, 
speaking for myself, I am opposed to 
governments running railways, and if 
we are to take the Intercolonial as a 
sample to guide us in the future, all 
I have to say is’ God protect us from 
the financial results that must follow 
if the Government are to own and run 
many other roads in the future.”

That is the opinion of the three chief 
leaders of the Conservative party Mr 
Chairman, how are the mighty fallen! 
Who are the great men of the Conser­
vative party? What is their policy to- 
day? You have the lie given to the best 
men that ever were in the party, and 
today the policy which they denounced 
is proclaimed by the present leader of 
the party.
A Fallacious Policy.

But it is not for me to have anything 
to do with the views and opinions of 
my fellow-countrymen of the Conser­
vative persuasion. They are their own 
masters. I have no right to speak to 
them, but I speak to my friends, the 
Liberals, and I speak to the great body 
of men who are neither Liberal or 
Conservative, and I say to them, would 
not it be folly to adopt such a policy 
as proposed by Mr. Borden, who would 
saddle a country with a debt of one 
hundred and fifty millions, upon which 
you Would have to pay interest for all 
time to come, while by our own plans 
you can get rid of it by paying inter­
est for seven years, and then you will 
have the grandest road that will en­
circle ‘the American continent? Why, 
sir, the thing is not debatable, and I 
leave it- in your hands; it is for you 
to decide. We have all agreed this 
railway must be constructed; even Mr. 
Borden today no longer disputes that, 
and constructed it will be and I hope 
to live long enough—I cannot live a 
great many years more—but I hope to 
live long enough to see that road in full 
operation, carrying the goods of Great 
Britain, arid carrying the goods of 
Asia, and carrying the goods of Can­
ada all over the world. (Applause).

Ladies and gentleman, I have done. 
I have only now to ask you another 
favor, and it is to accept my very sin­
cere thanks, and to express to you my 
fullest gratitude, for the kind reception 
which you have given me upon this 
present occasion. I come to you from 
another province. I come to you from 
another race; but I come to you as a 
fellow - Canadian — (tremendous ap- 
plause) — asking you that we shall be 
united in this new and great effort to 
have our country rise—(A voice—We 
will!)—to the expectations that are in- 
tended of us, and if you do so, ladies 
and gentlemen, I am sure that when I 
return to the city of Quebec, on the 3rd 
of November, the winged messenger 
will bring to me the news of the victory

stances, he has been forced by our own 
policy, to come to this view of the case. 
It is true Mr. Borden wriggled and 
wriggled and wriggled before he came how long 

have to
would the country

interest upon thatpay 
Ifamount? will calculate,we

and we have the example in our ownhave something else. We brought in hands of the Intercolonial Railway, 
which was built by the Government 
and operated by the Government, the 
Canadian people would have to pay 
the interest on that, not for seven years, 
but for all time to come. It would 
never cease until doomsday. You will 
ask me why is that so? You ask me 
whether I have authority for making 
such an assertion. In the Intercolonial 
Railway we have a railway built and 
operated by the Government since 1875, 
and administered by the best men in 
this country, and that railway has 
never given a cent of Interest upon the 
capital invested upon it for 25 years. 
In 1875, when the road was built, it cost 
$36,000,000. The capital account has not 
been closed; it has been going on ever 
since, and the road today has cost $70,- 
000,000, and the Canadian people today 
have invested in the Intercolonial Rail­
way no less a sum of our taxes than 
$70,000,000, and upon that $70,000,000 we 
have never yet received a single cent 
of interest. Not only has the Govern­
ment never been paid a dollar of in­
terest, but the road has never paid its 
running expenses. The road has been 
operated for 25 years, and during that 
time it has cost us for expenses $92,- 
000,000, and we have received in revenue 
$84,000,000, so that in 25 years to run 
the road we have a deficit of $8,000,000, 
and in the face of such a statement as 
that, in the face of government own­
ership, with effects like that, you have 
men like Mr. Borden, intelligent men, 
asking us seriously to continue that 
system, and to have a road, not of 1,200 
miles, but a road of 3,000 miles owned 
and operated by the Government.
Arrant Folly.

Well, sirs, is it not arrant folly to 
propose such a plan as that to the 
Canadians? Let me tell you if this rail­
way were built as a Government road, 
to be operated by the Government, you 
would, have the whole Conservative 
party dilating upon our folly, in the 
face of the record we have in the In­
tercolonial. But, sirs, Mr. Borden tells 
us if he is returned to power he will 
make this Intercolonial Railway pay. 
That is easy to be said. But what is 
the plan of Mr. Borden to make the 
railway pay? What is the magic wand 
he has in his pocket to do what nobody 
has bee; " o are the men 
that Mr. Borden has about him who 
are able to do this? The Intercolonial 
has been in the hands of the best men 
we have in Canada. It has been man­
aged by a man whose name I am going 
to give, and whose name will carry at 
once evidence of ability and honesty. 
It was managed for three years by no 
less a man than Alexander Mackenzie, 
and Mr. Mackenzie could not make 
both ends meet upon that road. After 
Mr. Mackenzie it was administered by 
a man whose ability we acknowledge, 
though we have fought him, and I 
have fought him myself for long. Sir 
Charles Tupper. After Sir Charles Tup­
per it was administered for some time 
by a man whose name I need not men­
tion to my Conservative. friends, and I 
admire him, and have admired him, by 
Sir John Macdonald. Sir John Macdon-

our policy in the session of 1903, and 
Mr. Borden met it. and how did he 
meet it? First, he took the position that 
we should not have a railway, but that 
we should have an alternative, and let 
me tell you what the alternative was.

he recognized the fact that we should I matter 
have another line of communication be­
tween the east and the west—between 
the new Canada and the old Canada- 
but he would not have the line that we 
proposed, and he proposed something 
else. And what did he propose? It 
would take me some time to tell you ver, .
what he proposed: it was very compli- very first there will be profits, 
cated. He proposed first—and, mind earnings will be there from the 
you, this is taken from his speech—he *’
proposed to build a railway from 
Jacques Cartier Junction in Montreal

compel you or me to 
in Chatham and buy 
kind that we do not

go into any store 
any goods of any
want to buy. You 

canladies know that.The 
very

No Governmentlicense to sell liquor for 30 years, but 
according to the habit of our ances- compel you to go into one of the dry­

wine-drinking people, goods or millinery stores and buy two 
and we do not think we should go al- bonnets when you only meant to buy 
together to the length that we would try to coax you to do it, but he cannot 
never take drink, even if there was a compel you to. (Laughter.) But there 
vote against it. And under such circum- is one thing 3 Government’ ' u an re , - , 1 , i S one tins a tovernment does do, in
stances we do not think it would be ; which it stands between you and the 
advisable to bring in an act on the goods you buv. What is that? The 
matter, so we referred it to the prov-! merchant in Chatham, before he can get 
inces, and now it is not for the Do- his goods imported from another coun-

tors, we are aRoad Will Pay.
Therefore, from the very moment the 

road is constructed the road will pay 
all the interest. There are 480 miles of 
the mountain section, and it is esti­
mated that perhaps there might be a 
little more difficulty there. We do not

to Coteau; then to utilize the Canada 
Atlantic from' Coteau to Georgian Bay, 
then to build a railway from Georgian 
Bay to the line of the C. P. R., from 
North Bay to Fort William, then to as­
sist and improve the C. P. R.; then to 
assist the Canadian Northern to im­
prove its line from Fort William to 
Winnipeg: then to assist the Grand 
Trunk to build the line from Winnipeg, 
and across the mountains; then to build 
a line in the mountains, and in the dis­
tant future to build a railway across 
New Ontario and Quebec.
No Enthusiasm.

But, gentlemen; what a jumble! (Ap- 
plause.) Building and buying, and buy­
ing and building, to cross the country, 
instead of our simple plan that we 
have proposed. And I am bound to 
say to you, gentlemen, that this plan

expect that in the mountain section the 
road will pay for the first year, and we 
do not expect that in the eastern sec­
tion the road will pay for the first, 
period. We expect that it will take 
some years before the road is able to 
make sufficient money to pay expenses 
and to pay interest on the capital in­
vested. We have estimated seven years, 
and for seven years we shall pay the 
interest on three-quarters of the bonds 
issued by the company to build the 
mountain section, and for seven years 
on the eastern section we make an 
abatement to the company of the inter­
est on the lease which we are about to

minion, but for the provinces to declare, : try to open up on his shelves to offer to 
whether or not they want to have pro- you, has to pass them through hiswhether or not they want to have pro­
hibition,. and so far as the Dominion is 
concerned, I have only to say that so 
long as public opinion remains as it is 
I do not think it would be advisable to 
have any further legislation upon this 
subject.
A Pleasing Incident.

The audience included a number of

Majesty’s customs in Chatham, and he 
has to pay into the Dominion treasury 
through custom officials, so many cents 
on the dollar, according to the tariff, be­
fore he can get those goods into his store. 
Having paid that, he takes the goods 
into his store, looks at his invoices, adds 
the customs duties and cost of trans­
portation, and, after ascertaining the 
entire cost, he adds the least wee bit 
of profit, and you buy your goods. You 
see, there is one point and one line in 
which the Government stands between

French-Canadians, and at their request 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier consented to briefly 
address them in French. The Premier’s you and the goods you purchase, and in 
action was one of the most pleasing which the Government is to be blamed

Liberal Candidates in Kent.
Liberal Candidates in Lambton.

19

D. A. Gordon, Wallaceburg, 
EAST RIDING.

Geo. Stephens, Chatham, 
WEST RIDING. Dr. T. G. Johnston, Sarnia, 

WEST RIDING.
John Cowan, K.C., Sarnia, 

EAST RIDING.
aid, so far as I know, never posed as 

___ .... .an administrator, but he tried his hand 
_so that on both ends our at administering the Intercolonial. He 
contract with the company is that for 
seven years we shall pay the interest. 
Now, gentlemen, that is all we under­
take to pay, seven years’ interest and 
nothing more.
Interest Computed.

Of Mr. Borden’s never excited the en-, give them, 
thusiasm of his followers.and you never 
heard it discussed on his platform, and 
unless I am greatly mistaken, I did not 
see it In the speech of Mr. Borden’s, 
and I do not think he even whispered 
about that policy of his, and he aban­
doned it as soon as he could. Then he 
had another policy. And what was his 
other policy? The second policy he pro. 
posed before Parliament on the 5th1 
of April was simply to extend the In­
tercolonial Railway from Montreal to 
Georgian Baya) That policy lasted for 
two months, and he again discarded it, 
end at last, on the 27th of May, he 
came with his last plan, which was to 
build a railway from Montreal to the

was no better than the others, and af- 
ter him it was administered by Mr. 
John Henry Pope, a man of business 
ability, and after him Mr. Haggart, and 
after him Mr. Blair, an able man, if 
there is one, and after him we have 
Mr., Emmerson.
Tale Always the Same.

The tale has always been the same, 
a deficit year after year, and now Mr. 
Borden tells us, "Put me in power and 
we shall change all that." Where is 
Mr. Borden to find a better adminis- 
trator than Mr. Mackenzie, or where is 
he to find in the ranks of his party a 
better administrator-than Sir Charles

incidents of the afternoon, and was 
much appreciated by his compatriots 
Sir Wilfrid said:

"I am pleased to meet you on this 
occasion and to see so many of you in 
the audience. 1 am greatly delighted 
with the reception I have received this 
afternoon. It speaks well for the suc­
cess of my friends who are running in 
the County of Kent, Mr. Gordon and 
Mr. Stevens, and I hope that you will 
give them your best support and see 
that they are elected to represent the 
glorious County of Kent in the Parlia­
ment of this Dominion. We are in this 
country all one people; we may be de­
scendants of the French, of the Eng. 12.8 - . ShPTN4PP Voi rev ALL F 
lish, of the Irish or the Scotch, but

or praised. That is when it fixes the 
amount of duties.

Reduced Rate of Taxation.
"That is the rate of taxation. That is 

what we said we would reduce. We did 
reduce it. Under the Conservatives in 
1896 there had to be paid on all goods 
imported into the country an average of 
$18 28 on every $100 worth. Under the 
Liberal tariff, which we said we would 
reduce, the average rate you pay is less 
than $16 on every $100 worth of goods. 
And yet they say that simply because 
more money is poured into the Dominion 
treasury, that we violated our pledge. 
We never said there would be less money 
going into the treasury, when we went

•2

How much will that amount to? Dur­
ing the seven years the Interest upon 
the capital invested, by actual calcula­
tion, by the calculation of our experts 
in the office of the Minister of Finance, 
we estimate that if we were to out In 
the bank thirteen and a half million 
dollars, we would have all the money 
necessary to pay interest upon this 
amount for, the seven years. Therefore, Mr. George Stephens, of West Kent, 

tarives notes of the Premier’s speech.
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