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THE STORY IN

“A OUEEN UNCROWNED

i — OR —

THE LONE INN.

CHAPTER VIL

“Oh, lots. And a precious lot, too.
There’s one of them, now,” said Frank
pointing to a hump-backed, idiot-
looking boy whd approached them
holding a brace of partridges. “Hello,
Dickie! Where are you bound for?”
“There,” said the lad, pointing with
a nod and a grin toward Fontelle.
“Who are the birds for?” said
Frank, attempting to look at them,
“You let ” said Dickie,
dodging back and assuming & belli-
gerent attitude. “They’re for her—
Miss Jack; you let them alone—will

'’em alone!

you?”

“All right,” said Frank, laughing.
0 on, Dickie. “Give my compliments
4) the town pump the next time you
Ae it

“‘And that's one of her proteges?”
said Disbrowe, glancing carelessly
“How came Miss Jack to
adopt that picture of ugliness?”

“Weli, thereby hangs a tale.” It was

after him.

one day, about two years ago, Jack

wag down to Green Creek; and pase-
ing by a tavern, she saw a lot of row-
anrd loafers

dles crowding around

poar, cilly Dickie, laughing, taunting,
jeering, and kicking, and pulling, and
hauling the poor fellow until they had
Jack dashed on
the scene, and they fell back -but one
who seized her by
With
a perfect shriek of passion, Jack
sprang back, and dashed her hand in
his face with such force that, big as

him Lalf maddened.

Talf-tipsy fellow,
the arm in threatening manner.

he was, he reeled back, and saw more
stars. I reckon, than he ever saw be-
fore. Dick had taken to his heels
the moment he found himself free; so
Jacquetta, having stopped to assure
that once more that they were a set
of low, mean, cowardly knaves to so

===—’_—‘_J

while the rest forcibly held back the
drunken scoundrel, who seemed very
anxious to pommel her.”

“And has he never attempted to In-
jure her since said Disbrowe.

“No,” said Frank. “A very remark-
able circumstance caused him to
change him mind. Shortly after the
adventure I have just related, news
came that Goose Creek was rising,
and was likely to carry away the
bridge. Jack mounted Lightning and
rode down; and there, sure enough,
an immense crowd was gathered on
the banks, watching the creek roar-
ng, and foaming, and dashing along;
and there was the bridge all broken—
and shaking planks that every secofid
might be carried away. Just as Jack
reached the place, there was g great
cry that a man had been carried off
the bank, and directly they héard his
screams for help; and there he was
clinging to a large rock in the middle
of the creek, and shrieking out to thém
for God’s sake not to let him drown.
A lot of men got a rope, and tried to
throw it to him, but it was impossible
for him to reach it, unless some one
ventured out on the plank and risked
their own lives for him, Jack darted
out on the plank and at the risk of
lier own life saved the man.”

“And the man—what of him?”

“Oh, he was the same fellow that
she struck for taking hold of her when
she interfered in behalf of Dick—and
a worthless scamp he was; but from
that day he reformed: got sober and
industrious, and is a  fifst-rate old
fellow now; and would die gladly, I
believe in my soul, for Jack, So, theré's
the history of two of her proteges.”

It was strange the effect these and
similar stories of* Jacquetta’s daring

abuse Dickie, ' took her departure,

snd kindness of heart had on Dis-
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browe.  Softened and tander his
thoughts of her grew, until his cheék
flughed, and Ms eye fired, and his
pulSes bounded, anid he drew a long,
quivering breath, and he wished from
theé very depths of his soul she were
an hefress, with & rent roll of twenty

to love her.  As, it.was, he might as
well venture-to, fall in love with the
moon, for all hope he ever could have
of marrying her,

“That’s the worst of it Wwith poor
devils of youhger brothers, like me,
without & rap to bless themselves
with! What & pity it 18 & then dare
not do as he pleases! If some kind
fafry.duld give me fifty thousand
pounds this moment, I believe, in my
sould, I would marry the girl, if she
woild have me, in spite of fate and—
Norma Macdonald!™

An hour after dinner Jacquetta and
Disbrowe set out for a stroll.

“Do. you know what I was doing
this morning? said she, a8 they walk-
ed along.

“Well,” said Disbrowe, “I don't pre-
tend to divimation but I think I can
quess. You were, most probably,
sitting beside your handsome patient.”

“Exactly! You are as smart at gues-
sing as a Yankee. But I was dolng
something more. I Wwas reading a
story of & young nobleman who fell
in ‘love with & peasant girl—oneé of
his father’s tenants—and ghe fell in
love with Him.”

“A peasant gifl! What a precious
fool he must have been!™ sald Dis-
browe, sotto voce.

“Well, his father heard it, and raised
no end of a row. In vain the lover
pleaded; the old gentleman wag in-
exorable—wotildn’t be brought to view
matters in their proper light at all,
and ended in banishing his son from
Home; and, when he g6t him away,
compelling the girl to marfy some-
hedy else.”

“Wel, I dare say she was willing
enough,” sald Disbrowe; “girls gene-
rally are, to gét martiéd, What did
the foftanaté young gefitleman do
when he heard it? Married some Lady
Seraphine Ann, I suppose.”

“No, 8ir! he diéd of & broken heart!
What do you think of that?’ said
Jacquetta, triumphantly. “Now what
would do, Cousin Alf, for a woman you
loved ?* A

“Something better than break my
heart, I should hope,”

“Are you quite sure you have omne
to break? Would you risk your life
for/ her?”

“No; something better.”

“Die, then?”

“Die?—not I! Better still.”

“What then? I give it up.”

“Make her Mrs. D.”

“That would be a climax of hap-
piness, certainly! Oh, the self-conceit
of man! And so that is all the ex-
tent to which your gallantry would
carry you, 18 {t?

“Ah, ma belle, what would I not
risk for you?” sald Disbrowe, softly,
with his handsome eyes fixed on her
face.

Jacquetta laughed, “Dreadfully ob-
liged; I'm sture! And hérée goes to test
that declaration. Climb up there and
bring me those flowers.”

A huge, stéép bouldsr, almost per-
pendicular, reared up near them, and
at a dizzy height from the ground a
cluster of pretty pink flowers grew
in a cleft. Jacquetta pointed to these,
and said, imperatively, “Climb!”

Had she told him to spring into
the seeting crater of Mount Vensuvius
in that tone, he would have dbeyed.
Before the word had well passed her
iips, he was already on his way up the
steep.

He reached the cleft at:last, seized
the flowers, and pregared to deseend;
but—alas for his knight-errantry!—
the treacherous stone on which he
gtobd gave way, and the next instant
he lay stunned and motionless pn the
ground.

_ With a great cry, Jacquetta sprang
forward and bent over him: Without
sign of life he lay, and kneéling be-
gide him, she raised his head, orying
out in tones of passionate g_ﬁet:

“Oh, Alfred! Cousin Alfred! look np
speak to me!— say you .are not hurt!
Oh, he is dead! and I have Kkilled
him!”

She bent ovef Wim &s he lay, cold
#hd still, and her 1lips touchéd his
cheek, The next instant, she, recoil-
ed in terror at the hot rush of blood
that followed that almht caress,

(Te be continued) _
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A Wedding of
the Oceans

MARVELS OF THE PANAMA CAN-
AL,

Among the great engineering feats
of modern times none ranks higher
than the cutting of the Panama Can-
al, the tenth anniversary of the
completion of which is celebrated
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this month. The achievement mark-
ed the climax of a series of projects
extending over some Hundreds of
years.
The Panama 'Canal had its origin
with the Spanish navigators of Col-
umbus’s time, when expeditions
sailed from Europe in an endeavour
to find a way through the American
Continent from the Pacific Océan. to
the Caribbean sea.
By 1520 these navigators had come
to the conclusion that there was fio
natural waterway to afford passage
for ships, and that the only means
of sailing from one sea into the
other was by making the Ilonger
voyage either round the northern |.@
or southern parts of the continent. |'g
The possibility of building a canal
was thus raised at this early period,
and many plans were considered.

Threatened With Death.

In 1550 a Portuguese mnavigator,
Antonio Galvao, published a book on
the subject, and a year later a not-
éd Spanish historian urged the king
to assent to the plan. The idea, how-
ever, was opposed by the Goverii-
ment, and all attempts to promote
a canal were suppressed by . law,
under penalty of death, the propesal
thereafter remaining in abeyance
for over two centuries.

Survey work was resumed in 1771,
but knowledge of the country through
which the canal was to pass was 80
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It was not until forty-five years ago
that the idea began to take definite
shape, the completion of the Suez
Canal, and its success as a commer-
cial enterprise, focusing inereased at-
tention on the Panama .project.

The first effort to float a company
failed; the second attempt brought a
response of 6,000,000 francs, the pro-
moters being French, and prelimin-
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ary work was carried out. But so
ill-managed was the scheme that the
company became bankrupt and all
work ceased.

Towed by Electricity.

Thirty years ago a new company
was formed, and the canal began to
materialize. Ineéidentally, the fact
that the work was controlled by Eu-
ropeans caused great dissatisfaction
in America, and an opposition com-
pany was formed to drive & second
canal through Nicaragua. ' The ex-
cavations for this were actually be-

gun, until financial troubles ended
them and .drove the company into &
liguidation.

After many other crises the can-
al was finished under American aus-
plces in 1914, being opened for
trafic two weeks after the outbreak
of war. The bill for thé work: total-
led £100,000,000, as against the
£19,000,000 for the Suez Canal. The
Panama Canal is forty-one miles
long from shore to shore, it mini-
mum width being 300 ft. and its

: great a
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minimum depth 41 ft.
towed through the channel by elec- |
trically-propelled haulers
banks and are lifted bx stupendous
lotks at either end.

A Menace to Mankind.

An important item in the bill of
costs was oné of nearly £5,000,000
sanitation, without ,which
Canal would probably not have been
completed by now, even if at all.

On account of the great saving of

timas and money resulting from it the |
building of the canal has been amply
justified . But its completion meant
more than thig, for it marked victory
over what up to a few years ago was
regarded as one of the world's worst
‘Scourges—namely, yellow fever. Pre-
viously thousands of people died from
this disease, which at first was

workers on the canal that
préventive measures were evolved.
*The ottcome was that the chiet
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