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ITALIAN. VICTORY,

Italian Feadquarters fin ' Northerp
Italy, Sunday. Nov.. 18. ——T.he A\;
ans who forced -their way across the
Piave River above Zenson
thrown into the river, Fit
onetted, killed or captured untu ¢
not an enemy remains on. the weat
bank at that most threatened DoinL
The fight was one of the most feartul
chapters of the war and one ot the
most glorious. Details of the fight
have been gathered from eye-witness-
es who saw the fearful carnage thro’
Friday night and yesterday and who
stayed until the whole west bank was
cleared except for the corpses on the
shore, and in the foreground the
wounded were so numerous that many
have not yet received succour. The
enemy had staked everything on get-
ting to the west bank of the river and
the, Italiang staked everything on
keeping him on the eastern bank. This
nerved both to desperation. The Aus-
trians made their first move on Fri-
day in two separate crossings a short
distance above Zemnson, the first at the
village of Fagare, and then at an old
mill called Sega Mill, near Follana.
Several circumstances enabled them
to pass. They chose a place where a
sand bar ran in mid-stream, giving
them a landing and guiding the main
streams into two small shallow cur-
rents; also there was a heavy mist
screening their movements. They
carried material for an fmprovised /
bridge, with uprights and iron plates
for floorings. This was about five
o'clock in the morning and in the
mist at. that early hour they got
across the second narrow channel to
the west bank. The last ten feet the
men waded across in watpr above
their waists. In their first surprise
rush they swept past Italian machine
gun battenes ppturing - their guns
and dnvmg tf ) 1talians back into
the village of Fagare. Here the real
fight began. as the Italians had now
recovered from the surprise and they
fought like demons. It was a hand-
to-hand - fight through the streets of
the town with no place for artillery
or machine guns and the Italians us-
ing bayonets, hand grenades, knives
and gelatine torpedoes. The Austri-
ang held part of the town near the
bank with the Italians on the land
side. The Austrians tried to’ throw
a line around the town and succeeded
in part on ‘one side until the Ttalian.
batteries to the north got range ot
the line outside the  shelter of the
ctreets. This line was the first to be
demolished and then. the- Italians on
this side of the town advanced cheer-
ing and hewing their way. The ene-
my held at first, then began to seek
cover, and finally broke as the Ital-

ey
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{main fighting was hand-to-hand, with
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ians pushed them into the town and
back to the river. Some plunged in-
to the water and sought to 'get to the
sand bar. All the machine guns were
abandoned. Most of the ‘enemy fell
along the water’s edge, and an ob-
server who saw the gruesome sight
says that the bodies on the river bank
and in the water reminded him of
heaps of seaweed after the tide had
gone out. Further up the river at the
Sega Mill the other crossings had
brought oen another bloody. fight which
lasted until late yesterday when the
whole shore was cleared of living
Austrians, but it was lined with dead.
The movement here began late on
Friday night and reached its culmina-
tion about eleven o’clock Saturday
morning. Friday night several Aus-
trian battalions got-across under cov-
er of darkness. They chose narrow
channels and some of the Austrian

took a position near the town
tery and opened on the Italians
during the night with machine guns.
At daylight yesterday the enemy still
held his position at the cemetery. The
situation began to look serious and
for a time it appeared as though the
Italians would have to fall back. But
now the famous Bersagliari brigade
was brought up fresh from its heroi¢
‘rearguard defence of the main army
as it retired on the field. The Ital-
ians charged shortly after dawn,
moving straight up the hill to the
cemetery against machinc gun fire
and guns on the bank. The Italians
moved with bayonets, grenades and
torpedoes. It was one of these char-
ges” inspired by love of home and
country which will live always, and
it was irresistable. The enemy wa-
vered and broke just as the Italian
artillery on a mearby height had got
the range of the cemetery. But the

ily to the river where they were cut
down, drowned, bayonetted or captur-
ed. By ten o'clock yesterday all had
been swept away except a few strag-
gling groups, but by noon not one of
the enemy’s force was left on the
western bank. In addition to some
1,500 killed, the enemy lost 1,600
prisoners; including two, colonels and
some thirty. other officers. All the
Austrian machine guns were captured
and are now being used by the Ital-
ians.

"ENEMY MASSING ON THE NORTH.

Headquarters of the Italian Army

in Northern Italy, Sunday. (By the
Associated Press.)—Having felt the

low's forces, who were present four,
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§ to them and fhe
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Jlines southeast of Poﬂcapelle were
4 caught “under our machine gun fire,
l'and - the gregter part of them were

' )Mpnte’ Tomba lines,

struck there, and although the "
-enemy ﬂorce- in that territory lmve, ¥
| exceeded tife Italians, heavy reseryes

BRITISH OFFICIAL.

LONDON, Nov. 19..
Official.—On the Ypres battlefront
we improved our position slightly dur-
ing the night northwest of Passchen-
A hostile attack on certain
parts of advanced posts north of Poly-
gno Wood was successfululy repuls-
ed. This !nornlng other hostile par-
ties who attempted to approach our

killed or made prisoners

FURTHER =ATTEMPIS TO CROSS
' THE PIAVE STOPPED

ROME, Nov. 19.
Further attempts of the Austro-
German troops to ‘cross the Piave
have been stopped. On the front west
of the Piave, south of Quero, great
numbers of Austro-German troops are
attacking the Monte Montfencra and

LLOYD GEORGE'S SPEECH DEBA-
TED IN' THE HOUSE.

LONDON, Nov. 19,
Intense - interest in the debate on
the creation of am inter-allied 'War
Council and Premier Lloyd George’s
Paris spee¢h on this. subject, was
shown when the House met this after-
noon. The public, peers and distin-
guished strangers’ galleries were
crowded, while every member who
could be accommodated had either a
seat or standing space on the floor of
the Chamber. The usual hour devot-
ed to questions having passed, the
chief whip, -Lord Edmund Talbot,
moved the adjournment, this . giving
an oppertunity for debate, and former
Premier Asquith immediately arose.
‘Asquith sajd that in war the responsi-
bility for what was done and what
was left undone rested on the shoul-
dergs of the Government of the day.
It was the business of the advisors of
the Government to inform the Coun-
cil as tp the best means whereby the
policy of the Government could be
brought to a successful issue. It was
of vital importance in war that there
should be frequent and . intimate con-
consultat!one among the statesmen of
the Allies and as complete co-ordina-
tion as circumstances permitted. Ger-
many had the advantage that the pol-
icy of all Governments of that alli-
ance was decided by a central au-
thority. Austria and Turkey had no
voice in either policy or strategy. It
is urgent, continued Asquith, if the
Allies are to develop by all the means
possible the machinery for concrete’
consultation, communication ‘and co-
ordination, they shonld welcome any
scheme or arrangehient which would
provide for more frequent communi-
cation between the general staffs, sup-
plemented by an appointed mission of
officers of high.rank. He would de-
precate the setting up of any organ-
ization which would interfere with
the responsibility of general staffs to
their Governments or deviate in any
way from the legitimate responsibil-
ity of eath of the Allied staffs to its
own people. Dealing with the Pre-
mier’s speech, Asquith strongly em-
phasized that there was no mention
of the navy, while in many aspects of
the war the navy \dominated strate-
glcal considerations. 1t suggested
unity of control and meant unity of
command, but he didn’t desire to read
any suth purpose into the Premier’s
statement. He asked whether the ad-
visory staff officers would have a sep-
arate staff, and what would happen
if this staf and the general staff
were not in agreement which would
give way or decide the question? SH'
Edwdrd Carson, interrupting, “the
War Cabinet.” Aql ith continued:
The object of the dabate was to dis-
pel certain misapprehensions ~whicht
had been excited, not so much by the
schemie as by the Paris speech. . Re-
ferring to that speech he went on to_
say that wnile, he would. continue to
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eschew- all unnecessary controversy,
he would -be failing in ‘his duty if he
were to pass it"by. The Premier had
‘selected four cases in ¢riticism of Al-
lied strategy: two, Serbia and Rouma-
nia, in which he himself and Lloyd
George had in their respective capaci-
ties equal responsibility, and two,
Russia and Italy, which belonged to
this year. Lloyd George's views re-
garding Serbia was not the view ta-
ken by any military authorlty of
weight in this country, he said. The
prosposition that ‘there was only one
front was perfectly sound and one of
the corrollaries was that you might
render the best service to any ally at
one end of the line by exerting the
maximum effort at the other end. It
was a sacred trust of the Allies to see’
that the future freedom and sectirity
of Serbia and Roumania were ade-
quately assured. Asquith went thro’
the Premier’s reference in his Paris
 speech to Russia and Italy, and asked
what the Premier meant " by “we?”
He suggested a doubt whether a coun-
cil ‘at Versailles last March would
have ‘affected the Russian situation.
He also asked if it was not a fact
that up to the eve of the German at-
tack General Cadorna was full of con-
fidence and serenity and assured He
would triumph over it. - Lloyd George
regaled the good people of Paris, he
said, with irrelevant rhetoric. As-
quith doubted whether any allied
council would have interfered with
successful offensives in the west in
favor of more attractive = adventures
elsewhere, and concluded, we have no
reason to be ashamed of our contri-
bution to the war. We have kept the
seas free, we have expanded our ar-
my into seventy divisions and Weé have
placed our arsenals and credit at the
disposal of our’Allies, and o we will
go on to the end.

Premier Lloyd George, in reply,
'said that more important than any-
thing he had said in Paris was to de-
cide whether greater unity of control
was needed and whether they were
taking the right course to secure it
He re-affirmed that the ‘Allies hall
suffered by lack of co- ordmation and
that any criticism he had dxrected
against the past was mnot directed
agalnst any staﬁ‘ or any commandér
in this or any other country He
merely had used certain illustratlons
where the lack of co-ordination among
the Allies had brought disaster with-
out any blame being attached to any
commander of staff. Tt'had been said
that this was an attempt on the part
of civilians to interfere with the sol-
diers, but an inter-allied council had
been suggested by Field Marshal Lord
Kltchener and in June, 1917 a scheme
for a Central authority was brought
forward at the sitting of ‘chiefs of
staff at which Britain, France and It-
‘aly were represented. -He was utter-
ly opposed to the appointment of a

America would have preferred a
there wer'e reasons why he thought it

unless the
lies were absolutely driven to it by’
ilure of the ‘present scheme. The;
| first advantage of the present scheme

3 that the information at the dis-
! of one ot the ‘Alled = stafis’

1d be at the 'disposal Of this Gé’h—
.1 Couneil. Nominally that was 80

‘| at. present, but- only practically. 1t4

| was therefore an ‘eéssefitial part of
this scheme that it should be perman-

ent and hat the council  should
v by

ﬁons condtxct or operatxon )
had beén a ‘central council at Versail-|]

les General KHobertson could have|ps
pressed his considerations through |
‘the representatives of the—Govern-
for | |\
Showing that the Italian front |} :
of its lustre, its strength -and its veryﬂrw‘i’ ‘important to the French front he |
pofnted out ‘that the British and
French ‘when disaster came
‘rush troops and doesn’t that. affect}
Of course it does, he de- ]}

There is nothing so destructive to jTpent.
them.

‘our front?
clared, and will.
the conclusion that the mere machin-
ery of.an occasional meeting of chiefs Y
is uttérly inadequate for the purpose =
of securing real co-ordination.
must have a permanent body
stantly watching these things, advis- ][
ing you on them and reporting upon’
them to the Government, whether our

qnd forced consideration

We have come to

You
con-

front, the Frehch' front or the Rus-

criticisms of his .-Paris speech and,
ill had anything t¢ do with its com-
position, -said:

any impulse or that it was said in the
heat of the moment. I considered and
delivered it for a deliberate purpose,

co-ordination; where are they? You
might as well throw them straight-
way into the waste paper basket. I
may know nothing of military strat-
egy, but I do know something of poli-

opinion in such a matter and con-
vince public opinion of its desirability
is strategy not of an easy kind. That
is why I'did it and it has succeeded.
(Lour cheers.) I was determined to
deliver a disagreeable speech that
would force everybody to talk about
the scheme and it has been talked
about on two or three continents,
with the result that America is in,
Italy is in, France is in, Great Brit-
ain is in, public opinion is in, and
that is vital. (Loud and continuyous
cheers.) The Premier said he could

the navy was no afterthought. It was
cssential that all information regard-
ing naval operations should not be
known to these military advisers. That
was a different thing to the establish-
ment of a naval council, and to co-
ordinating naval strategy. A good
deal could be said for that. We are

ed the Premier. Anybody who knows
what is happening in the Mediterra-
nean could tell there is a great deal
to be said for a similar council deal-
ing with naval strategy to that which
is set up for military considerations,
but that is a very different thing. Mr.
Apquith has challenged my history.
That will be decided one day and I
am not afraid of it. There has not
been a single battalion or gun moved
this yéar except on the advice of the
genieral staff. There has not been a
single attack ordered on any part of
tlie‘ battlefront except upon the advice
of the general staff. 1 have only
twice this year acted against the ad-
yice of the soldiers. The first time
was with regard to the big gun pro-
gramme. They thought I was manu-
facturmg too much and they would be
unable to man them. Is there a sol-
dier to-day who would not say I was
right? The second case was when 1
pressed upon the soldiers the appoint-
ment of a civilian to ,reorgamze the
raxlways behind the lines. There is
not a soldier to-day who would not
say that he was grateful to me far:
pressing my advice. If we act to-
gether I have no fear of what will
happen 1 see anxieties on the hori-
zon and I never concealed them.
is better to tell the people what is

modify my convxctxon that there are
only two things that could dereat us.
There was the submarine menace.

would be shattered. But ‘now of the

submarige I have no Iear
its track, apd I am g]ad to tell the

geas, What is the other" Lack of.

unity is the only thing. 1
every scheme fhat will help op the
road to vietgry and that will ‘bring
pedce and heallng to a world that is
| bleeding. The debate closed with the
withdrawal of the motion for adjo ourn-

plent. °

DIED IN MESOPOTAMIA.
LONDON, Nov. 19.
An official announcement issued to-
day gays;—General Maude died in
kﬁopotamla yeaterday evenlng after

a briet_, illness.

If there}]

denying that Winston Spencer Church-}:

Let me say at once |}
1 considered the speech carefully. If | §
4 the speech was wrong I can’t plead

I have some resolutions for unity and |4

tical stategy, and to arouse public |

assure Asquith that representation of |

suffering from lack of it now, declar- |,

had to| &

sign front is most concerned. The|$
Premier then turned to Mr. Asquith’s
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