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The British 
War Office

Some Idea of the Big Task In 
Hand-Incessant Work Voder 
High Pressure and with rigid 
Military Discipline-War Sec 
retary is Acme ot Courtesy 
and Never Fails to Return 
Salutes ot Soldiers In the 
Corrlders.

London (Correspondence of 
the Associated Press). — Sir 
Reginald Brade, Secretary of the 
War Office, received a represen­
tative of the Associated Pressj 
and gave facilities, through one 
of his staff as escort, to see 
something of this huge war ma­
chine in full swing under the 
pressure of one of the greatest 
wars with which it has ever had 
to cope. It was an experience 
of several hours, exploring the 
labyrinths of the vast institu­
tion, fairly vibrating with ener­
gy at every point and yet pro­
ceeding with precision and effi­
ciency in meeting the big part 
it is taking in the conduct of the 
war.

Some idea of the immensity 
of this war establishment may 
be had from the fact that its 
corridors are two miles long— 
a good brisk walk of an hour. 
And along these two miles is a 
good-sized city of people, over 
4,000 engaged in the infinite de­
tails of this war work, great and 
small, all the way from Lord 
Kitchener, Secretary of State 
for War, down to boy scouts and 
girl messengers. And this is 
only the central establishment, 
for the war exigencies have 
outgrown even this huge build­
ing, and many outside buildings, 
business blocks and other prem­
ises have been taken in as War 
Office branches. The sudden ex­
tension of censoring as a pre­
caution of military defence has 
called into service a large army 
of censors, and a number of 
business premises in various 
quarters have been acquired for 
the military censors’ branch. 
Three or four other branches 
are at other points, and practi­
cally the whole ordnance branch 
has grown into a separate gov­
ernment department, with a 
Cabinet Minister, Mr. Lloyd 
George, at its head.

Yet the War Office still re­
mains the throbbing centre of 
the work; here the larger ques­
tions of strategy and the cam­
paigns in various theatres of the 
war are worked out; here the 
Army Council and the Imperial 
General Staff hold their meetings, 
and here the many branches of 
military work ramify from the 

- headquarters of Lord Kitchener, 
Gen. Sir W. Robertson, Chief of 
the Imperial Staff; Lieut.-Gen- 
eral Sir H. Sclater, adjustant- 
general to the forces ; Lieut.- 
General Sir I. Cowans, quarter­
master general, and the two 
members of Parliament who re­
present the civilian branch and 
keep the war branch in touch 
with Parliament ; Mr. Tennant, 
Parliamentary under - secretary 
for war, and Mr. Foster, finan­
çai secretary for war, with Sir 
Reginald Brade as secretary of 
the War Office and of the War 
Council.

ft is difficult to get into the 
War Office, and more difficult to 
get out—like the continental 
railway system. Guards turn 
away all those without papers 
from authorized sources, stating 
a definite purpose for the visit

and a fixed time. Passing this 
barrier, one’s name and address 
is taken, and a permit issued, 
and the addresses are always 
available if Scotland Yard wish­
es to investigate the antecedents 
of anyone making unauthorized 
inquiries.

Within the building there is 
an air of work under high press­
ure and with rigid military dis­
cipline, with many officers in 
uniform, old soldiers as messen­
gers, and the boy scouts and 
girl messengers also in uniform, 
the girls in brown khaki dress 
and blouse with brass buttons 
and a brass device on the col­
lar.

Kitchener and Derby.

There are two outstanding fig­
ures of interest at the War Of­
fice just now—Lord Kitchener, 
the supreme head of the whole 
establishment, and Lord Derby, 
whose scheme for increasing the 
army has brought him very 
much in the public eye, while 
across the road, at the Horse 
Guards, is Field Marshal French, 
now Lord French of Ypres, who 
as commander of home defence, 
is now directing home defences 
in general and the aircraft de­
fences in particular. Lord Kitch­
ener’s windows look out on the 
busy traffic of Whitehall, with 
the mounted Horse Guards 
across the way, and the bronze 
equestrian statue of the Duke of 
Cambridge, in sweeping plume 
and full regalia of a field mar­
shal, at the entrance. The of­
fices are stately, with portraits 
of distinguished war ministers. 
But under Kitchener they have 
taken on an air of' the camp, with 
maps all about and on the walls 
indicating the campaigns in 
many fields of British operation 
—in Flanders, at Salonika, in 
Egypt and Mesopotamia, and of 
ally operations on the Austro- 
Italian front, in Russia and oth­
er points.

Lord Kitchener comes and 
goes, always as a soldier, in uni­
form. He goes in uniform to 
Buckingham Palace for his con­
ferences with the King, and in 
uniform to the House of Lords, 
where he is a member, to an­
nounce Government policies on 
the war. • His busy hours at 
headquarters are in the morn­
ing and at night, attending war 
councils, seeing the chief staff 
officers and directing plans. He 
appears always calm and un­
ruffled in the mass of details 
pressing from every side, and 
he returns the salutes of soldiers 
along the corridors with the 
same deference they give him, 
like Washington, who bowed to 
his servants because he would 
not permit his subordinates to 
outdo him in courtesy.

Lord Derby’s quarters are 
across the corridor, and though 
he is a civilian and wears no 
uniform, he is surrounded by a 
military staff and is doing one 
of the most important military 
works—“establishing a reser­
voir,” he calls it, which will sup­
ply a steady stream of recruits

as the military authorities need 
them. Instead of war maps, 
Lord Derby has a map of the 
United Kingdom hanging back 
of his desk, for his problem has 
been the assembling of men in 
proper quotas from different 
points within the country. Field 
Marshal French’s, quarters are 
not far away, the centre of 
hustling activity in connection 
with the new air defences. Just 
what these are is not being made 
known, except in the guarded 
announcements of Lord Kitch­
ener to Parliament, as the the­
ory of the war officials is that 
surprise is an essential element 
in the effectiveness of a war- 
weapon. So that about all that 
is known is that Field Marshal 
French is working with Sir 
Percy Scott, the naval expert, 
is an extensive scheme of land 
and coast defences and warn­
ings, with rapidly increasing air 
defence guns around London and 
in all exposed parts of England

But while these main figures 
of the War Office are most be­
fore the public, there is also a 
vast organization carrying on 
the innumerable day-to-day 
branches of military work. The 
main divisions are the General 
Staff, the Adjutant General, the 
Quartermaster General, and the 
Civil and Finance departments, 
with most of the Ordnance 
branch now transferred to the 
Ministry of Munitions. Under 
these main heads there are some 
120 divisions, taking in the 
whole range of military activi­
ties.

The War Council is, in effect, 
made up of the heads of these 
main divisions, seven in all, with 
Lord Kitchener as president of 
the Council, and General Rob­
ertson, chief of staff, Adjutant- 
General Sclater, Quartermaster- 
General Cowans, Major-Gener­
al Von Donop, Parliamentary 
Secretary Tennant and Financial 
Secretary Foster as the other 
members of the War Council. 
The General Staff, with General 
Robertson at its head, makes 
the scientific studies of military 
defence, assembles all the avail­
able intelligence on different 
campaigns, furnishes the ex­
perts, and has charge of the 
military inter - communication 
by telegraphing and signalling. 
Unlike the American system, the 
British Army Medical Service is 
under the adjutant-general. The 
extensive purchase of American 
horses, harness and supplies has 
come under the direction of 
Quartermaster-General Cowans, 
who has general charge of fooâ, 
clothing and supplies, land and 
water transportation of troops, 
supplying horses, etc.

The recent transfer of ord­
nance from the War Office to the 
Ministry of Munitions shows 
the remarkable development of 
ordnance, particularly artillery, 
since it first came into use. It 
was not until 1483 that England 
established an ordnance officer, 
the War Office records showing 
that Rauf Bigod was the first 
master of ordnance. That was 
the time the Germans were first 
using these strange engines call­
ed artillery, throwing enormous 
stones. So the English appoint­
ed a Master of Ordnance, and 
soon after Ferdinand of Spain 
also got some of these new en­
gines of warfare and with them 
succeeded at last in battering 
down the walls of Grenada and 
driving the Moors out' of Spain. 
From that time on artillery was 
a main factor in settling wars, 
and in England such men as the 
Duke of Marlborough, Lord 
Cornwallis, Lord Hoe, and the 
Duke of Wellington, were Mas­
ters of Ordnance. It is a curi­
ous fact that after Lord Corn 
wallis’ surrender at Yorktown, 
he returned to England and be­
came the Master-General of 
Ordnance. This matter of big 
guns has been growing ever 
since, until this war made it 
such a factor that a new Cabinet

ASK FOB MINABD’S LINIMENT A {ID 
TAKE NO OTHER,

Minister took it over as a sep­
arate department.

100,000 Letters a Week.

A visit to the Registry branch 
of the War Office gave an idea 
of the immensity of the work 
going on, for this branch receiv­
ed everything coming in and 
distributes the business to all 
branches. Over 100,000 letters 
are received everÿ week, and of 
these an average of 40,000 go 
through the formality of regis­
tering. Once registered, a com­
munication is an official record 
of the government, éventually 
under the control of the Master 
of the Rolls.

The mere registering of this 
vast influx of 40,000 pieces of 
separate war business is a pro­
digious work. Ten youths were 
at a long table engaged solely 
in slitting open the envelopes 
Fourteen sacks of war business 
had come in the first morning 
mail, and this was only the 
start. Room after room is filled 
with men and women workers, 
registering these communica­
tions and getting them started 
to the 120 branches. A war 
communication addressed per­
sonally to Lord Kitchener or 
any other official is delivered di­
rect, but unless personally ad­
dressed it is part of the War Of­
fice business, and goes to one of 
the 120 branches, according to 
the subject treated. There is no 
time for high-sounding titles, 
and so every branch and every 
official is known by a group of 
letters, and every officer in the 
service has a number. This Re­
gistry branch under the direc­
tion of one of the veteran mem­
bers of Sir Reginald Brade’s staff, 
Mr. Pedley, is a model of effi­
ciency in the handling of the 
avalanche of documents which 
the war turns loose on every 
branch of the War Office. Going 
down in the sub-basement, be­
low the level of the Thames, one 
could see the bewildering vistas 
of documents, stretching for 
long distances but arranged 
vith mathematical precision for 
instant reference as. a Govern­
ment record.

One of the curious require­
ments growing out of the rush 
of war work is the need of a 
staff of “searchers” to look up 
lost documents. The “search- 
ors” make thir rounds every 
morning. Very often in the 
pressure of many kinds of work 
an important war record will get 
laid aside or covered up on some 
desk, and it is the business of 
the “searchers” to ferret out ev­
ery lost record and get it back 
again in the regular channels.

Altogether this glimpse of the 
War Office and the passing ex­
changes with thé many officials 
along the miles of offices, gave 
the impression of a perfectly 
regulated machine with the 
steam-gauge wide open and 
working under full pressure ; 
and from end to end of this vast 
establishment, along with the 
sure and steady movement, was 
the spirit everywhere manifest 
war workers : .“Let us do our 
and expressed among these 
part to win the war.”

The London Directory.
(Published Annually)

enables traders throughout the World 
to communicate direct with English

MANUFACTUBEBS A DEALEBS 
In each class of goods. Besides being 
a complete commercial guide to Lon­
don and Its suburbs the Directory con­
tains lists of

EXFOBT MERCHANTS 
with the goods they ship, and the 
Colonial and Foreign Markets they 
supply;

STEAMSHIP LINES
arranged under the Ports to which 
they sail, and indicating the approxi­
mate Sailings;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES, 
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants, 
etc., in the principal provincial towns 
and Industrial centres of the United 
Kingdom.

A copy of the current edition wlV 
be forwarded freight paid, on receipt 
of Postal Order for 86.

Dealers seeking Agencies can ad­
vertise their Trade Cards for IS or 
large advertisements from SIS.
TIE LONDON DIRECTORY CO., LTD- 

86 Abehureh Law, London, EX-

MIN ABU’S LINIMENT BELIEVES 
NEURALGIA.

Let Us Fill Year 
Order from
FRESH

SUPPLIES.
ELUS & CO.,

LIMITED.

203 Water Street.
Fresh New York Turkeys. 
Fresh New York Chicken.

Fresh New York Ducks. 
Fresh New York Sausages. 

Fresh N. Y. Corned Beef.

Cucumbers.
Parsley.

. Asparagus.
New String Beans.
New Green Peas.

Fres(i Celery. ,
Ripe Tomatoes.
Sweet Potatoes. 

American Cabbage. 
Carrots, Parsnips, Beet.

Fresh COD;
Dessert Apples. 
Bartlett Pears.

Bananas.
Grape Fruit.

Navel Oranges. 
California Lemons. 

Pineapples.
Red & Black Cherries. 

Fresh Rhubarb.

Celebrated 
Harbor Breton
KIPPERS-

FBESH HALIBUT. 
FRESH SALMON.

Smoked LoCh Fyne Herring, 
1 lb. bundles.

Scotch Pickled Herring, 
small kegs.

IRISH HAMS.
IRISH BACON.

FBESH SUPPLY

Conlcctioncry.
REMEMBER OUR 

TELEPHONES.

Nos. 482 and 786.

BIG SHOWING
-OF-

Insure with the

QUEEN,
the Company having the largest 
number of Policy Holders in 
Newfoundland.

Every satisfaction given in 
settling losses.
Office : 167 Water Street.

Adrain Bldg. P. O. Box 782. 
QUEEN INS. CO.,

GEO. H. HALLEY,
Agent.
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Il W. & A. Gilbey’s |
! ! Populai Brands ; all guar- ‘ \

! ( anteed. No other introduc- j !
) ! tion required. \ I

Spey Royal 
Scotch Whisky \\

(10 Years Old.)
OLD TOM GIN.

DRY GIN.
Ü SILVER STREAM i;
; ! SCHNAPP’S. ; ;
i : i i

IJ. C. BAIRD.I
Agent, St. John’s. 
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SALT!
AFLOAT

Now Landing ex S. S. Kassanga,

4800 Tons

Cadiz Salt.
We are now booking orders at low­

est market prices.

M. MOREY & CO.
Office l QUEEN STREET.

American HOSIERY
For Ladies and Children from the Leading American Mills.

Superior Goods at Low Prices.

In fact we are now offering you American Hosiery all at 
last year’s prices. This we have achieved by booking up last 
Fall for this Summer’s requirements, since when goods have 
advanced considerably. Further than that, you can depend on 
our Hosiery when washed, proving FAST, as we have been par­
ticular in buying Hosiery that was manufactured last year, and 
with the Fast Sulphur Dyes. Therefore you can depend on our 
Hosiery values being as right as ever all roudd. We offer 
you amongst many others:—t

Special Vaines, at 20c. pair.
in Ladles’ Plain Thread Hose, reliable makes, in Blacks, Tans, 

Whites, Pinks and Pale Blues.
Of course we have 15c. values, too, if you want them In Blacks, 

Tans and Whites.
A very special value is our Ladles’ Sntrite” White Mercerised 

Hose, with the maker’s guarantee on every pair, at 40c. pair.
All smart dressers will be interested in our assortment of Ladles’ 

Half Silk and Beal Silk Hosiery, in Black, White & Colored.

Get Wise and Save Money by Buying 
The Children’s Hosiery Here.

See our “Johnnie Jones" Hose for Johnnie Jones and all 
other boys. These are good, strong, clean and true. Will suit 
Johnnie’s sister, too. Prices 18c. to 24c. pair, according to size.

Henry Blair

Have just opened our new 
Spring Suitings. We were 
fortunate in securing a 

splendid range of

English Worsteds 
and Irish and 
Scotch Tweeds.
Notwithstanding the scar­
city of the woollens and the 
drawbacks in freights, we 
are able to show as good a 
selection as before the war. 
The latest in cut, the best 
in make. Write for sam­
ples and self - measuring 
cards. e .ï

TAILOR and CLOTHIER,
281 and ?83 Duckworth Street, St. John’s, Nfld.

Canada Starch Company, Ltd

(City Club Building)
'WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS FOR NEWFOUNDLAND.

CROWN BRAND SYRUP, 
CORN FLOUR,
POTATO FLOUR, 
LAUNDRY STARCH.

T. A. MACNAB & CO

Cardinal, Ontario.,
Manufacturers of:


