FTH SESSION-—-THIRD  PARLIANENT,

TuurspAy, April 18.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved that when the House
admrm this day it stands ad journed until Saturday.
motion was carried
Mr. LAFLAMME moved the second reading of the
bill reltacﬁw persons Xul?rhonod in default of sure-
ties to keep tie peace. He again explained that the
bill was intended to allow ptrf}u ‘l‘mprhoned in de-
fault of to make to the judge

ho was to sit at the next Court for release.
w'l?hebm was read a second and third, ime and

Mr. LAFLAMME moved the second reading of the |

Act respecting the election of members of the House
of Commons.g He explained that it was intended to
do away with the using of envelopes for ballot

pers. It also provided that no soter who could
not read should affix his mark to the ballot paper
without first swearing that he was unable to read,
and that he required the assistance of the Returning
Officer.

Dr. TUPPER asked if the hon. gentleman intend-
ed to deal with the ballot paper as the Ontario Act
did, so that it might be tmced.

Mr. LAFLAMME replied in the negative.

‘The bill was read a second time, and the House
went into Committee on the bill

Mr. MITCHELL said that no one about the House
understood the bill.

Mr. LAFLAMME said he was not bound to make
the hon. gentleman understand it.

Mr. MITCHELL said he was as capable of under-
standing & bill as the hon.cg:ntlemnn. He would
move that the bill of Mr. McCarthy be a rider upon
the bill of the Government.

Mr. LAFLAMME said there was a slight difference.
The bill of the member for Cardwell had refer-
ence to controverted elections, while his bill had
reference to uncontreverted elections.

Mr. MITCHELL said that made ne difference. The |
bill was mixed any way. (Laughter.) It was the same
©ld story.

On clause five, 2% =

Mr. COSTIGAN objected to the provision whereby
a deputy returning officer could instruct an illiterate
elector where to put his cross. He thought the man
should not be sworn unless the candidate’s agent re-
quired it.

not be very sorry to
Mr. BLAKE said be ery v

Soeposct to deprive sich
. Blake) was not to dep! suc!
of theiy votes, but in view of the fact that there was
= possibility of bribery, he thought the oath should
be administered, not at the option of an agent, but
by compulsion.

In the seventh clause,

Mr. LAFLAMME moved to make the penalty for
removing & ballot paper from the polling station

time he (Mr.

3¢
s_g?;-. MITCHELL said that something mere simple
was required. The hon. member for Charlevoix had
had to pay the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars
for contesting his election. (Laughter)

Mr. LANGEVIN—Thousands of dollars would be
nearer the mark ! (Laughter).

Mr. MITCHELL said there should be legislation of
a common sense kind, and not lawyers’ legislation,
which added to the expenses of all who had to resort

law.
tohlr. LANGEVIN complained”of the expense under
the existing law, and denied that the proposed re-
form was equal to a proper remedy for the necessity
of reforming the laws as they stood. . .

Mr. LAFLAMME said that any objection which |
had been raised as to the location of the judges was |
answered by the fact thatthere was no place in the |
Provinee of Quebec where a judge could not be |
reached within two days, except in the district of
Chicoutimi, in the Lower St. Lawrence.

Mr. LANGEVIN urged that when a recount was
demanded, it should take place, when the county
judge was absent, before a district mAgistrate. This
Was necessary, because in the back counties it was |
frequently difficul to reach the ]udge: and it the |
judge could not be obtained, the seat being in ques- |
lion, it might lead to the constituency being ‘ unre-
presented in Parlinment for some considerable time.

Mr. MITCHELL said there was so lariz a number {
of amendments that the bill ought to be reprinted |
with the amendments. Considering that it wasa |
measure affecting the seat of every n}ember' in the
House, it was important thaé the bill, which the |
hon, gentleman (Mr. Laflamme) admitted was full
of things requiring amendment, shonld be thor-
oughly reconsidered.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that stubbornness was a
good quality in its place, but with regard to mea-
sures of that kind, it did not add to their complete-
ness, or their proper effect, and there v, there-
fove, no object in resisting proper amendments of
such a measure. He contended that the counties
round Quebec would have an unfair preference un-
der that measure. =

Mr. MITCHELL again suggested that it was in
possible intelligently to deal with the measure in
the condition it was in. Clause 14 was one which
ought to be taken back for cons.deration.

Mr. LAFLAMME said the geography of the hon.
amember for Charlevoix was peculiar, for he wanted
different arrangements for different places.
language of the hon. gentleman was such that it
could not be considered Parliamentary, and it was
ot his business to make hon. gentlemen under-
stand the measure.

Mr. MITCHELL said that he was as capable of
understanding any measure brought forwnrgj as any
member of that House. He protested against any
important law of that kind being passed without full
consideration, and he again insisted that clause 14
should be reprinted with the amendments.

. & BUNSTER was opposed to frequent changes
dn the Elecuun baw. 1

The bill having been amended in nearly every
chﬁ‘lle.c,ll!'Cl‘ll-:[.L said he would like to have &
photograph of the bill with its amendments, just
to show t%e public the sort of bills which were pre-
sented for the acceptance of the House.

The Committee rose and reported progress.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved the adjourrnment.

The House adjourned at 12.15a.m.

Saturpay, April 20.
Mr. SPEAKER stated that he had received a mes-
sage from the Senate announcing the passage with-
out amendment of the bill.to provide that persons

| such was the case,

[ It such a thing were true at Prince Edward L

timates for

Sir JOWCDONALD said the
be about-a-million dollars. He was alsq of opinion
that a less ve vessel could be obtained.

Sir ALBERT SMITH said the Northern Light had
not been a failure.

Mr. PLUMB said the reports which had been
brought down all went to show that such was the

case.
Mr. PALMER said it was exceedingly dificult to
ruon a steamer between the island and the mainland,
and he thought if the line bf railway suggested were
built, communication could be kept up with a small
ice boat.

Mr. PLUMB contended that the ves%el was :‘l?:o a
success, and to spend more money on her was w-
ing good money after bad. . :

The item then passed, as also did the item $4,250
to provide for the examination of masters and

mates.

On the item $8,000 for purchase of life boats &,

Mr. McCALLUM the necessity of placing
life boats in gharge of the light house keeperson

ke Erie.
I‘%Sir ALBERT SMITH said instructions had been
given for the placing of a life boat at the places
indicated by the hon. tleman. g

Mr. BUNSTER ui the placing of life boats on
the west coast of Vancouver's Island, where a great
many lives had been lost in consequence of the ab-
sence of life-saving apparatus.

The item %

On the item $5,000 to provide for the investi ga-
tion into wrecks and ties.

Mr. DAVIES urged themuhbuphment of a Court

of Enquiry, such as that , by which the
caases of wrecks could be intoand captains

in- n by

o

and he thought should be ap.

“H!{ six The q to
me of the above facts has been, that I have suffer-
ed serious loss, and as it seems to me so inexplica-
ble that the Gouernment should twelve and &

case,in which event, thoughI desire and haveintend-
ed to leave here in & few days, I will remain, and be
substantiate all that I have herein
also state that, upon my arrival here,
waited on . Nixon, and, reproaching him for his
action, he assured me that it I would hold my
tongue there were other contracts to be given, and
that he wt‘mld see that my cattle were still taken. «
“] :

to
said. I ma

“Your humble lerv’-.nt,
““(Signed) T.J. DEMERS.”

some would be i
b that, it wonldﬂh“nnvmm-unm
deal of loss of property, as masters of vessels were
less careful when in Canndian waters than when off
the coast of b}glurd.

Sir ALBERT SMITH said the suggestion was
worthy of consideration. This country was differ-
ently situated to England, where there was a Wreck
Commissioner, and so extensive was the coastand
so inaccessible were some parts of the country that it
would be impassible te apply the English s)stem.
The Collectors of Customs, however, had authority to
examine into causes of wrecks, and if the circum-
stances warranted it the certificate of the Captain
could be suspende i.

Mr. PALMER said if the statement that masters
of vessels were caréless in Canadian waters were
trpe, the hon. gentleman who made the stat t

different
thousand dollars sent to-day. Answer immediately.
“W. F. GOUIN.”
[lxxhibl(ll OE.]

“ North-Western Telegrapl mpany,

“Dated Deer Lodge, Montana, May 25th, 1877.
“W. F. Gouix,
“will fill contract. Write C. ‘Allard, at Cassil
Lake, to leave cattle required therefor at the proper
place himself. Will soon start.

“T. J. DEMERS,

“ Via Helena.”
Mr. Nixox said he had no tender from Demers for
beet at any point east of Edmonton, which was the
only district in which he had at that time to supply
beef. Demers had only tendered for places south
of Ed t He had mo recollection of any, con-

should bring forward a case and have the captain
punished. If he (Mr. Davies) had no proof that
he should be careful before he
made, on the floor of.Parliament, a statement which
reflected on the finest class of men in this cougtry.
d,
it was true at New Brunswick.

Mr. DAVIES said he was not going to be a com-
mon informer. If some of his neighbours chose to

versation with Alloway as to that contract, and he
did not remem that he interested himself in
getting the ract for McCoy. He might have
spoken to him, as he put in a contract for freighting
some of the supplies. Alloway had remainéd in Ot-
tawa ten days at his request to give evidence, but
had returned home. Further examined as to the
tenders for the bacon and coffee, he said he did not
know what relations existed between Strongand

do away with their ships it was none of his business.LBannatyne. His sole business was to buy goods at

| It was the duty of the Government to make en-

quiries. There were & great many wrecks on the
coast of Prince Edward Island, which, if there was a

| closer enquiry into such matters, would not oecur.

All he wanted was that the Imperial Act should be
applied to the Dominion.

The item passed, a8 also did the items $500 in
connection with the registration of shipping, $14,000
for the Montreal water police, $23,600 for the
Quebec river police, and $500 for the removal of
obstructions in navigable rivers.

On the last item,

Mr. STEPHENSON held that some of the money
appropriated for the removal of obstructions should
be expendedon the rivers Sydenham and Thames,
upon which rivers over $75,000 in the way of duties
had been received during the last three years.

Sir ALBERT SMITH said this item was only in-
tended to be lgplied to the removal of artificial ob-
structions, such as a sunken steamer.

Mr. STEPHENSON said the rivers he referred to
were in some places ovstructed by sawdust, grass
and

Sir ALBERT SMITH promised to enquire into
the matter.

Mr. STEPHENSON held that itwas the duty of the
Government to Reep the river from its mouth to
the port of entry olear from obstructions.

Mr. McCALLUM thought three times the amount
should be appropriated for the removal of obstruc-
tions.

The item was earried.

On the fem $151,568 for salaries of lighthouse-
keepers,

m.uggmnw%m&mag:
keepers, pointed out some cases
wages were very low, while in others, where the
keepers were in sympathy with the Government, or
were friends of with the Government,

-Mr. give an
l!ifuhonn-hqpc w&.-, L of

on. Mr. Ross, whe was formerly in this H
who had been allowed $o remain on the mainland
the winter and some one else W do the work.
This seemed very much like farming out the Govern-
ment situations.

Sir ALBERT SMITH said Ross only remained

that was

away from his lightirouse one winter,
iniras”i'g; [ urged that the light-k at
: PNSO e eeper

Rond ‘l-:]d‘:e have assi , or that s harbour
master sho 5

Sir ALBERT sm thelight-ki was tb be
appointed &nbur master, which would give him

trol of the L .

charged with common assault should be pet

to appear as witnesses in their own belmlf, and of
the passage with amendments of the bill to grant
certain powers to the Agricultural Mutual Associa-
tion of Canada. :

The amendments in the latter were ®oncurred in.

Mr. MILLS moved the consideration of the
amendments made by the Semate in the bill to
amend an Act respecting conflicting claims ' to lands
of oecupants in Manitoba. Carried.

Mr. MILLS moved that the House do not concur
in the amendment made by the Senate, on the
ground that it was at variance with the general
scope of the Act.

Mr. RYAN said the intention of the amendment

to refer claims which were not recognised by the
partment of the Interior to the decision of an in-
dependent tribunal, of which he was in favour.
There was every reason why the House sheuld be
Tiberal towards those who claimed land in Manitoba,
and give them their titles.

Mr. MILLS—This amendment does not go so far
as that.

Mr. RYAN said the Minister of the Interior could
make the amendment go further by allowing the
claims 10 be investigated by the Commissioners,
whose decision should be final.

Mr. SCHULTZ referred to the amendment in the
Senate as showing the strong feeling in some parts
of the Province rding the stake claims, and
went on to show mr grievances in the parishes of
St. Clements and St. Peter in Manitoba, and -also
relative to certain quarter sections sold to Mr.
Stephen and others in Montreal in the neighbour-
hood of the Stone Fort, wh'ich deprived & nmpber of

ns of theirhay privilege. He complained of
the delay in settling these matters, as well as the
delay I the issue of patents. The long delay in the
issue of the scrip, the causeless de:{ in distributing
the minors’ lands, had all contributed to make
people lose faith in the willingness of the Govern-
ment to do them justice. He said that if the Con-
flicting Claims Act of 1875 was iu"xgedect, the flaw
would have béen discovered had the matter been
gone on with at once, and the long and vexatious
delay saved. Hey ed to the Government as it
was near the close of the last session of the present
Parliament for an ipumediate redress of the griev-
unces which the section of this population had borne
peatefully for years.

Sir JOI{N X.YACDONALD gaid that even if the

e e St ST
imit the er of the Minister in gonn
:::hmt:ia ndjumﬁmo. Jhe conflicting ! On
that he did not think the Minister of the
lmﬁu'%d Dbe far astray’on accepting the amend-

ment. :
LAKE satisfied that the hands of the
mxn'i;:t wn)d'::noérdy free in the event of the

endment. *
dl.ge:ﬁ the hands of the Department
d tied by such s provision, which would
pesult in an appeal to & Comimissioner from the
Minister's decision after the latter had had all the
fore him.
Mr. po?].‘a (Compton) said it was only where the
:ater had not all the evidence before him that

The item passed.

On the item $260,675 for maintenance und repairs,

Mr. LANGEVIN asked how it was that the price
for oil was increased.
- Mr. BLAKE—There is more *“Knight” in'the De-
partment now. (Laughter). .

Sir ALBERT SMITH said there was an increased
number of lights.

The item was carried. :

On the item $60,000 for lighthouse construction,

Sir ALBERT SMITH said he would prepare a
schedule of the lighthouses he intended to build
and present it to the House before concurrence.

The Committee then rose.

The House adjourned at 10 p.m.

(Continmed on Fourth Page.)

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
OrTAWA, April 17.—The Committee re-assembled
this morning. ' 1
The CuARMAN said a telegram had been received
trom Mr. Sutheriand mnm‘g that he bad no wish to
avoid examination, but he would have to close
his store, and he would ire to be ind ified
for any loss that might ensue.
Mr, CARTWRIGHT said there was nothin%:or it, but
to command him to attend, but nothing beyond his

could be allowed.
Ei NxoN, examined by My. Plumb, said he yever
had any notice from the Government that it was im-
to deal with Bannatyne, as he was a member
of Parliament. -
To Mr. Ki k—He said he laid out £900 in
money and gave §1,000 mo:

at 6 per cent. He
leased the property to Strong in May, 1875, and he
then had an intention of getting it leased to the
Government-‘. bemt!lla'“h the storekouse thege:l:en bhad
was not fit for the of storage, use the
stores for the loum and the Canadian
Pacific Railway were mixed up together. He wish-
ed on the ground of economy %o get all the goods
into his storehouse. The reason why he went in a
round about way to lease the building to the Gov-
ernment wag that bedid not want to appear in the
matter. Alloway had never directly or indirectly
paid him any commissions, or made him any pre-
rents. The contracts were given to Alloway under
the airection of the Department of the Seeretary of
State. He got other work from him withous adver-
tising for tenders. Alloway went and hired teams
because he (Mr. Nixon) found that he was alwags
asked a price, Honntmmlgh‘:.:{ those
M;:?‘J“‘ N A
which he had to attend to at the moment. On on,
occasion taken off something from All

He never to any
number of days that he chose. He had em
Alloway to purchase horses under the on of
the Engineer, who wanted them. He had been in-
formed of the prices by Lucas. He that
his ission was

it was aesired to refer the matter to 2 Comt )
Utiless the greatest liberality were exercised in
this matter towards the settlers there 'would be
no inducement to immigrants to go into that

Hr‘.’q‘AN JEVIN asked the Minister of the In-
gerior if an adverse judgment by him was final.

Mr. MILLS—Yes.

Mr. LANGEVIN held, therefore, that the people
who were settlers had the same right as contractors
or any other persows. If the Minister of Public
Works decided advemely to the claims of’ a contrac-
tor, that contractor had an_appeal to arbitrators, or

harged in the pﬂuﬁ med
to the Government. Alloway did not give ty,
but he gsked Duke for security because he did not
know him, and he knew nof about him. He
sent for Duke to ask for ties and he never
heard from him afterwards. He had
given out the contract for the freightage
across Lake Manitobs to MacMicken &
Taylor. He had never given any other contracts
than those for the Indian supplies, and for these he
had advertised. He had brought a few supplies
across Lake Manitoba. Mr. Clark, of the Hudson's
Bay Company, mifht. have made him an offer to do
some rt. 1t might be correct that Clark had

to the Exchequer Court. This principle admit
that the Minister of Public Works might mske a
niistake, and certsinly if be could be mistaken it
was not impossible for the Minister of the Interior to
commit an error,

Sir JtOH.N MACDONALD said the amefidment did
not restrict the Minister's powers in the least. It
merely provided that he could take advantage of the
Commissioners in cases where he might think the
evidence was incomplete on conflicting counts.

Mr. BLAKE—Should the Crown be represented
‘before this Commission to cross-examine witnesses?

Sir JOHN MACDONALD—Most decidedly, just
the same as in the ease of arbitrators, to_whom the
Minister of Public Works refers cases. He did not
think there was very much merit in o tion to
the taking ot umeﬂdmmn urt.

Mr. BLAKE said that if the ment went on
£o the statute book there would not be one case in
which an adverse decision by the Minister of the
Inserior would not be refi d to O issi
It in its practical results the reference to the Com-
miission would be only bp:rmu‘n, he would not

to the passage of ¢
dmmwumrﬂadonndlﬂm

Sir ALBERT SMITH moved the House into Com-

ﬂ(.".:m‘ 35,000 for the maintensnce and m
of the Government steamers Napoleon III, Ni
Pwmid, Glendon, Sir James Douglass, and Northern

Uiaiptoss ey e

offered to do some freightage at fifty cents when he
paid $1.- He had the -eontracts for beef. He knew
Moore, but he had never made to him any
offer to supply beef to the Mounted Police near
Battleford. He never beet for the
Mounted Police, and did not the accounts. He
Was purveyor to part Mounted Police.
He used to cents upon the contract for the
last . He before was

for the Mounted

the repairs and maintenance of the Northern Light.

the lowest +prices in Winnipeg. He knew that
Strong was manafer of Bannatyne’s store, and that
when Strong pyt in a tender the goods came from
Bannatyne’s store.

To Mr. Plumb—He had waited fourteen dags for
the answer of Demers, which was ten days longer
than the time they had asked for.

Mr. Dymoxsp, with some animation, objected to the
line of examination.

Mr. PLuus said he had become 80 accustomed to
the manner of the member for North York, which
was insolent, arrogant, and overbearing, that it had
for him lost all its terrors.

To Mr. Plumb—It was his business in the North-

the . or

da; y was that he had to

get supplies gmmly He- waited twelve

more days and closed the matter then, because he

:.lhought that he had waited longer than was pru-
ent.

To Mr. Langevin—He had advertised for the rail-
way ties. The tenderers were required to deposit
5 per cent. It was not at first mentioned to the
tenderers that they had to make a deposit.
of the tenderers gave the names of ‘sureties.

The C: adj d till & A

OrTAWA, A 18.—The Committee on Public Ac-
counts met this morning, Mr. Young in the chair.

Mr. DymoxD desired to call the attention of the

Nolan, for 10,000 at Rat
at 27¢.; W.C.

85c.; J. Nesbif, for 10,006 at Rat river, at 39c.;
J. Pilon & Co., for 5,000 at Rat River, at 40c.
W. Robinson, for fthe whole at 44

tract was

evidence with reference to the altering of tenders,
notwithstanding Nixon's denial.

The witnesses were then relieved from further at-
tendance.

On motion of Mr, PLuxs, it was decided to report
the evidence in the case to the House, together with
the teleg in tion with the ing of
Sutherland.

The Committee thén adjourned.

POLITICAL PREPARATIONS.

KINGSTON.

KixasTon, April 18.—At a meeting of the Conser-
vative Association last night, Sir John Macdonald
it peipaieh. e tha: Boper, i Jokg Melabrte
Was proj y e yor, . dohn nt;
and seconded by Dr. Sullivan. Th that
have appeared in the Ministerial
would net run for Kingston are

SOUTH WATERLOO.

DUNDAS.

WincHESTER SPRiNgs, Ont., April 18.—A
attended Conservative convention was held at Win-
chester i to-day. Seven candidates were
nominated :—Messrs. John 8. Ross, John H. Mun-
roe, Alex. Farlinger, Adam Harkness, Dr. Hickey,
David Rae, and Dr. Anderson. Messrs. Farlinger,
Hickey, Anderson, and Rae withdrew, and on the
first ballot the votes stood—Ross 91, Monroe 36,
Harkness 11. The nomination of Mr. Ross was
adsrutant idst the g fta
and the meeting was brought to a close with rous-
ing cheers for Sir John Maecdonald, her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition, and the Conservative candidate.

NIAGARA.

A'meeting of Conservative delegates was held at
the town of Niagara on the 15th inst., for the pur-
pose of nominating a candidate for that constituency
for the House of Commons. Mr. George A. Clement,
Vice-President of the Conservative Association was
called to the chair, and Mr. John Murphy acted as
Secretary. The attendance was large and the %}n})
ceedings conducted with much enthusiasm. e
following resolutions were carried unanimously :—
“Moved by Mr. PETER CLARKE, secondéll by Mr. Geo.
Durand, and resolved :—That this meeting warmly
approves of, and accepts the resolution moved in
Parliament on the 8th of March Jast by the Right
Hon. Sir John Macdonald, to the effect that the
welfare of Canada requires the adoption ofa Na-
tional Policy, which by a judicious readjustment of
the tariff benefit and foster the agricultural,
mining, nnnuhct,urini, and all other interests of
the Dominion. And this meeting is of-opinion that

icy so defined by Sir John Mac-

opted do much to restore pros-

perity to all our luﬂerlnf industries, wihich the
Admi i either t or will not

Right Honourable Sir John Macd a hose
straightforward, patriotic, and st lik
duct which stands out W: contrast to the
and Mm% Alnd this e
specially denounces the disgraceful system dvf-
sonal detEacts 5 2 ds him_ by his politi-
¥ ing ges false, and in many
charges which no reasonable man of

Wt 3

P

of
and inability to prof
the public Treasury from the assaults of jobbers and
corrupt contractors; and that they have utterly
failed to carry out in any direction the pledges of
reform snd economy which they made when in op-

ted. Th ded to
ap|
Th tract was next .ent = lnbar::r, %e Saemen:
e con to the for
10,000 each, if they could :ﬁeo <ecurit; olm the
balance to Quigley. If the Nolans Cowld not give
security, the wh contract was to be to
Quigley, who gave security. The Nolans failed v
accept. Quigley to accept except on the
basis of monthly payments for ties delivered on the
bank of the river. ly was informed this could
ned to the ct

" Moved by Mr. ALExANDER HaMurox, seconded by
Mr. John W. Avery, andresolved, That this meetin;
heartily approves of the conduct in Parliament of
our worthy representative, Mr, J. B. Plumb, and we
are pleased to see that his talents and industry have
laced him in a foremost position among the mem-
of the House of Commons, which is acknow-
ledged even by his political opponents ; and that
eefing do hereby nominate Mr. J. B, Plumb
e to represent us in the House of Com-
mons ; and thas we, one and all, will exert our best

C. Lewis, Bissonnette & Co., M on & McDiar-
mid, and A. McNab were offered the contract, all of
whom refused. No offer was made to Nesbit, or J.
Pilon & Co., who tendered for 15,000, as Robin:
refused to if any portion were given in this
way. I off Robinson less the 15,000, but he de- |
clined to accept. The receiving the contract
was tomake a deposit of five per cent., and to
two solvent securities. The le amount of
inson’s contract was 72,600, on which he made a
depogit of five cent. The difference between
the lowest t and that accepted was alittle over
shtod ab

$31,000. ‘The contract P
This is the first contract for Arom. wiy -office.
There have been ties there before. Mr. Whitehead,
the contractor, has ties, and there is a
tc;gs;:mhfmu ecnc;.—“‘

3 (Elgin ve given the con-
tract to the lowest persen tendering whq was willi

others refused =

towgc. The b

To Mr. Norris—The highest tender was 75 cents.

The tender of Mr. Whitehead, who ought to have

had the most judgment, was 60 cents.
To Mr, Wood—If Mr. Robi by

s 3

8 t0 secure his triumphant return.

A telegram was sent to Mr. J, B. Plumb, Ottawa,
requesting his pta of the ination, and
the followidg reply was received'from that gentle-

—
“ To Peter Clarke, Niagara.—Be kind enough to
accept and to convey to the Convention my acknow-
led t of the b i ly conferred upon
me, and to l‘klﬂ:{ to them that I accept their
nomination with sincere gratification,”
The meeting closed with three cheers for the
een, Right Hon. Sir John Macdonald, Mr. J. B.
Tumb, and the Chairman

SOUTH = SIMCOE.

A very enthusiastic meeting of the Alliston Branch
of the Liberal-Conservative Association was held in
the Dominion hotel, Alliston, on Thursday evening,
18th April, when the following gentlemen were
elected officers for the current year :—Mr. John
H

Presid
Mr. C. A,
Treasurer.

had
wol‘xll;i'thue had to give the contract to the nex{\
Mg'o Mr. Macdo —No member of the Govern-
ment interfered with me in any way in making these
con

tracts.
To Mr. Archibald—The acceptance of the next
tender above that of Robinson would have involved
four cents more. It is my invariable practice to ac-
eep:.ihe lowest tender, if the quality of the goods
sui

To Mr. Bertram—I tried to get a storehouse
for the Canada Pacific railway, but for the only
building which would answer $60 %o month was
asked. I effected a saving of some ., I showed
i)‘on ‘tiender then, or at any other time, to Suther-

After some further examination the Committee
adjourned.
Omawa, April 20.—The Public
mittee &y, this morning, and the
the Nixonagcounts was continued.
CHAIRMAX read

The s o
land as follows :—' Order for examination here.
Will shield noone. Abmence disastrous to my buai-
ness.”

Per.lexos was recalled and examined by Mr.
umb.

Mr. Dymoxp, interfered and advised the witness
not to answer, stating that the time of the vam-
mittee was be{ng wasted.

Mr. PLume maintained his right to examine the
witmess, and proceeded to do so on the question of
the purchase of beef.

To Mr. l‘mgg:’in;‘ln:dvertbed for .tecndl;rs &o:
tobacco, ploug W8, waggons, &c., for
Indian Department. Did not advertise in the
French papers. Made no condition that a deposit of
money was required with the tenders.

To Mr. s—Advertised for the supplies in
April of last year, and the of tenders, which
should have taken place on May was postponed
till 10th May. It was not until the time for receiv-
ing tenders had expired that Demers’ offer was re-
ceived. The reason for extending the time had
nothing to do with Demers’ offer. |

Mr. Bowsui—Have you been

beefi "

Reeve of Alliston, seconded by Mr.

the Vulcan Foundry, ‘That this meeting cordially
enderse the policy of Sir John Macdonald, which de-
fines the line between the two parties, upon which
memem and wg&lityol the country
largely depen: we hereby pledge ourselves, as
members of the Liberal-Conservative party, to use
all h ble and legiti means in our

to elect a representative who will assist the right
hon. gentleman in carrying out the policy decided
upon at the late Convention held in the city of
Toronto.”

er

THE SARNIA LIBEL SUIT.

The Premier versus the *‘ Canadian.”

SARN1A, Ont,, April 19.—The Premier’s libel
suit against the Sarnia Canadian, for some’
time ago that member of thé Dominion Cabi-
net was ‘‘leaky,” came off to-day.
Bethune, Q. C., appeared for the
Mr. Thes. Ferguson, Q.C., for
Premier was examined, th
thirteen Ministers who he alleged had been
The defence tendered evidence to § what had
been written, but, under the plea on the record of
““ not guilty,” the Court refused to admitit. Mr.
mu-on made a powerful address to the jury, who,

ahout two hours’ absence from Court, reported
that they could not agree, and were discharged.

The trial d great i the nty, as
the result is supposed to possess some poliﬂmflig-
nificarice, the political complexion on the jury
aeing, i; ilil Tl:d’ t&n inmth j::r‘y and two Conserva-

ves, while the vo e room stood seven
for conviction, and five for acquittal. Public feeling
is very much in favour of the detendants.

—_—
Another Clerical Scandal.

CricaGo, April 18.—The Times this m:
longn_’ accounf to{th:lll.l improper conduct of the

ing has a

in 3o
with any member of the Committee? Witness—
Cértainly.

Mr. BowslL—With whom? Witness — Mr, Mac-

" Mr. BowsLL—I do not find fault with i, but gen-
1 pposit d d to show that it was
wroag for any of us to speak to the witness. What
is sauce for hmlorunm.

To Mr. ties with

5 y he should state
that which I believe not to be true. Had not paid
for the cutter, which had been givén. Iread the
ery

very faithtully.,
\ Mr.- BowmLL proceeded to examine witness with

ipiscopal Bishop Allan ey, of Michigan. The
substance of the story is, that for a long time he has
thnate with L

been in
whom he educated, supported,

urch who,
nmxl‘: ey do not affirm nord the story, on
the other hand say the stories are so little suthenti-
cated that they are not more than rumours at pre-
sent. Bishop McCoskey denles the whole story, and
declareshe resigned on of ill-health and old
mmdpolnutonnho(ncdmdefmuymu-
cation. It is intimated, but not urged in ex-
planation of the I that he was de-
ranged on some ts. The matter has been kept
a profound secret, and leaked out casually. There

year 1876, ending
el lux undred - 8 {

4

prohibitory legislation, it may prove of

#o your readers to have a few facts
| 1aid before them respecting the success that
has attended such a law in this State.
Maine is noted abroad as the headquarters
of temperance legislation, nlad in this city,
the home of Neal Dow, the great apostle
of prohibition, where for twenty-five years
the law has been in forte, I have a fair
field in which to examine its working. No
public bars or liquor tzior;lt;m boll:eseen.
A city agent, appointed by the authorities,
has exclusive right to sell in-
toxical liquors ; in turn is by law
com to buy from the State agents,
the latter being supposed fo charge not
more than seven per cent, profit on his
sales. The suppression of the bar-rooms
and shops does not appear to have accom-
lished the good that such extremists as
eal Dow prophecied would result from
their extermination. That gentleman has
repeatedly, both in letters that he has sent
to Canada and in his public utterances in
other States, made the statement that
scarce any liquor was sold in Portland. In
reply to such assertions, repeated over
and over again on Canadian platforms by
temperance orators doing duty in the Dun-
kin campaigns, I subjoin a little official in-
formation that sadly mars their story. The
population of Portland is nearly 35,000, or
scarcely one-half that of Toronto, and the
following is her municipal - record :—Ar-
rests for ess for the municipal
March 3152:11&; %unnd
¢ ,. one

as i ! ! t,
by Police Magistrate MacNabb and Chief
(%mhbh Draper the arrests for drunken-
ness were some four hundred in excess of
the average, owing to the amount
of extra labour employed in the wvarious
public works then going on. The popula-
tion of Portland in 1851, when the ine
law was passed, was about twenty-four
thousand, her average annual arrests for
drunkenness under the licence law had
been about 300 ; comparing the past with
the present record the latter is anything
but eccouraging. In conversation with a
large number of the leading citizens of Port-
land, prohibitionistsas well as licence men,
I found all agree in saying that a good deal
of liquor of very bad quality was no doubt
sold in the city. In the hotels the traveller
can not only order what he requires to be
sent to his room, but he can have it openly
brought to him in the dining hall. The
tendency of prohibition is to drive the trade
into the hands of the wost disreputable
classes, The Mayor of Portland stated to
me that many women carried liguor in flasks
about their persons, and sold it out by the
glass to customers, In the words of one of
the leading journalists of the city, ‘‘ The
quality of the spirits and beer sold by these

pleis so wretched that no man would
ook at it in alicenced house.”

Next I will glance at Bangor, a city often
quoted in Ontario as a place that prohibi-
tion had converted into an almost earthl
paradise. More than one temperance orato!
went so far as to assert that ome police
officer was all that was n in Bango
to keep the peace. Now for a little-docn-
mentary evidence. The population of

r in 1864 was about 16,000; and in
1877, 18,289. So as to render thoroughly
intelligible the following reeord, it is neces-
sary to state that the munici year com-
mences on the 22nd of March and ends on
that date the following year. From 1864
to 1872, inclusive, the law was Tiot rigidly
enforeed in Bangur, the hotel keepers sold
over the bar, there was a sort of under-
standing between the members of the trade
and the authorities, that if the former kept
good order and cleared the saloons at a rea-
sonable hour, Tt}:ey‘ u:m;ld not be in-
with. e fol wmgl&:ru, kind-
shed me by the City Clerk, speak
for themselves. During the years the hotels
sold liquor, viz :— ‘
1864-5 ...One year’s arrests for drunkenness.. ., 408
18656 .... do do do .- +.881
0212
do do ... 817

Now commenced a close application of

rohibition, under which no hotel was al-
E)wed to sell spirituous liquors, the trade
being again driven into disreputable chan-
nels, and the following was the results :—
1873-4....0One year’s arrests for drunkenness. ...643
1874-5.... do do do ....T04
1875-6:.... do do do .12 770
1876-7.... do do do ... 384
18778.... do do do coeoiF

Strike a total for the above five years
under a strict application of prohibitory
law, then select the five heaviest years
during which respectable hotels. were al-
lowed to sell liquors, and note what the
record so eloquently declares.

Instead of one constable doing all the
duty required in Bangor, the civic report
shows one marshal and twelve constables ;
there are also five additional officers not on
the force, who are paid by fees,
and deputy sheriffs, whose whole
time is taken up -hunting for secreted
liquor. I have repeatedly iwd the state-
ment advanced in Ontario that the police
in Maine were much more strict in arrest-
ing drunkards than in any other section.
Such an ent is not founded on fact.
The Marshal of Bangor, who is a temper-
ance man, told me that his order to the
force was not to arrest a man under the in-
fluence of liquor unless he was disturbing
the peace, or unless he was a character
known to the police as likely to create a
rowul()ieftt;lre goi;hgmli:z;e. In addition he
sta at on iving Day, the 11th
innt.,ifhehadum.vt:y onghalfthe
drunken men he saw in the streets of Ban-
gor, the lock-up could not have- held more
than a part of them. In r, as in
Portland, a city t is su to sell
all the liquor required in his ict, and I
find the agent’s returns for the year ending
in March, 1877, no less a sum than $26,-
481.60. Please to remember thathe b
hwi.o;:lczl'perm&ﬁodtolell for medici
mechani and man i
The above volume of mm
-to believe that the air of is very un-
healthy; elag that there is a good deal of
truth in the e to me by many
leading cifizens that ‘‘ any into
the agency and get
Slightly suggestive, however, of the fact
that the cit; nt sells only a small pro-
pertion of e-%uor consumed in the com-
munity is the following circumstance : —A
prominent ist of Bangor failed a few
months ago, and in looking over his list of
creditors a Boston liguor merchant figured
to the tune of §1, for rum, whiskey,
brandy, and gin, supplied to the apothecary
within a short time.

Another favourite argnment of the Pro-
hibitionists is that the lav:h lessens P“P*’;
ism ; yet, strange to say, the pauper ra
in Muyne is very heavy. In1831 the popu-
lation of r was 14,629. During the
last-year of the licence law the cost to the
city for the maintenance of her pau
was $5,337. In 1863, the population hav-
ing considerably increased, the pauper re-
cord was only about $6,000. m. this
ﬁigun it has increased till for 12:7 i;t went
close upon $27,000 to satisfy the hungry
mouthlpzf the 1,685 paupers that burdened

with their presence In answer to
se who may charge that hard times
will account for the increase, I would sug-
-gl:‘nbili
liquor.
shown above, the arrests for X
under prohibition are far above what they
were in good times when respectable hotel
kee were permitted to control the

e.
Penobioo“i:he county in which

of the individual to

represe; X
pthe State, used by him in an address de-

in other sections of

to all persons who plant shade trees on the

tories to be spreading in various

his bottle hllea.

that hard times would equally curtail | from
et during the hard times, as-
drunkenness

o s t in-
using his own words :—‘“ It had
lled into existence scores ef private
drinking clubs, had opened innumerable
low drinking dens, where the yilest poison
was sold, and had bred a sly, underhand
l{nﬁem of drinking which was ruinous to
the morals of the. community.” Again, in
the words of a leading journalist, one of
the mtative men of that section of

livered before a large gathering of temper-
ance people in Bangor :—* Not one man or
woman in the State of Maine had been
made temperate because they could not ob-
tain liquor to drink.” To the truth of this
declaration the chairman assented. The
space I have already occupied precludes my
furnishing additional proofs in my posses-
sion ; but with your permission I promise
in future letters to follow up the subject
by dealing with the (ﬁestion as presented
aine, New Hamp-
shire, and Massachusetts.
KING.

CANADIAN,

Wingham Council supplies tree guards
” e agitakion in favour of bubter fac-

Sarnia has now a well'fitted np armoury
for the use of the Battery of Garrison
Artillery there, and is quite proud of it.

The Village of Point Edward (the west-
ern terminus of the Grand Trunk in Can-
ada, at the head of the St. Clair river) is
making a move for incorporation.

James Jefferson, of Greenwood, Mani-
toba, sowed wheat on Dec. 24th, last, and
on March 29th and 30th. The ground was
in good condition for seeding.

It isstated that the Government intend
strengthening the Manitoba Mounted
Police by the addition of twenty-five re-
cruits, who will be sent to the Prairie Pro-
vince in May.

The Thorcld Post says, and gives an in-
stance to prove it‘ that it costs a man $25
and costs, if he prefixes ‘‘Dr.” to his name
there, even if he does not pretend to prac-
tise medicine.

Says the West Durham News -—* A
western exchange announces the appearance
of a new species of fly this year ; but that’s
nothing. Cartwright has a new species in
hand since 1873, fly-on-the-wheel.”

In and around Chatham burglars have
been on the rampage of late, and something
will have to be done to put them down.
If caught they will probably be sent down
for & while, either to Toronto or Kingston.
The Wyoming Globe says :—*‘ There is
every possibility of a strike among the
hens. No hens with any spirit at all, will
continue to lay eggs at the present price.
In Strathroy they are four dozen for 25
cents.”

Seventy teams laden with phosphate of
lime were counted in one day recently
driving into Kingston from the northern
toynships. The article is now in exten-
sive demand, for home use as well as for

exportation.

xrcox'l'espondent at Maganetawan writes
to the Free Grant Gazette :—*‘ Real estate
is Jooking up in this village.- About a
month ago a lot was bought for $50; it
hag been subdivided and one - half since
sold for $200.

. The Oshawa Malleable Iron Co. now
: their bituminous coal by rail via
] the freight by rail lesa than
it has ever been by water. is shows
the changes thatare beilg made in the
carrying trade.

The Halifax authorities\will not permit
the running of lottety establishments there,
even under the disgnise o the Boston
candy store, or suchlﬁll:le, and one enter-

rising genius has been haulsd up for mak-
ing the attempt.

From Bothwell ‘comes the intelligence
that a-heavy vein of 0il was struck about
two miles west of that town on Tuesday
last in Robinson & Nush’s well, No. 2, at
adepth of 250 feet. Workmen are still
drilling and sanguine of a good yield.

Recently Mr. Charles Wood, of New-
bury, well known thereabouts and in Cha-
tham, being on a visit to England, was
thrown out of a carriage while driving from
Cheltenham to his father’s pesidence, and
was 8o injured that he died a few hours
afterwards.

Referring to Napanee and that neighbour-
hood, the Kingston Whig, 9th inst., says:—
“ The farmers in this section will finish
sowing by the 25th, should the weather
continue fine. A party of thirteen left by
the evening train for Magitoba on account
of the dull times.”

A St. Thomas merchant gives the follow-
ing advice to farmers in the County of
of Elgin :—*‘ I would advise all our farmers
not to sow any barley this year, as it is per-
fectly unsalable, and in case of a European
war, peas, spring wheat or oats will com-
mand much better prices.”

One day last week Donald Sutherland, a
retired farmer, living in Woodstock, :fell
dead at a neighbour’s table, having been
choked with a piece of beef. Deceased
had lately fallen heir to a fortune of some
£13,000 sterling left by relatives in Scot-
land. He leaves a widow and two young
children.

The Whitby Gazeite says :—*‘‘ A few
days ago while one of Mr. Miller’s child-
ren, of Thistle Ha’, was eating an egg 2
portion of the shell 1 in the child’s
throat. They were obliged to take the
little sufferer to Toronto to be operated
upon. At last reports there was an im-
provement. ”

Whilst returning home from St. Thomas
market on Saturday, 13th inst., in company
with her sister, Miss Alli daughter of
a farmer in the north of Southwold, was
taken suddenly ill and diéd in her sister’s
arms. She was about thirty years of age,
and heart disease is believed to have been
o< Quof death.

e Quebec Unroniale,

‘‘ By the first mail ii;en.ujigi-‘;!1
pool for Quebec on the 18th inst.,
number of fine healthy children, of ages
varying from four to fourteen, are to arrive
here in charge of Mrs. Birt. These orphan
children are gathered by the above lady
into the Shef‘tenn' g Home for Destitute
Children, Byron street, Liverpool, and
after a certain time are brought to Canada
to be distributed from the Distributing
Home at Knowlton.”

The Orangeville branch of the Mer-
chants’ Bank having been recently closed,
and the Manager there, Mr, A, M. Kirk-
land, having removed to Toronto, the
business men of the town him
with a highly complimen address, and
apmenh t of thfeltv;lne of l75i.l Therﬁli_s
muc! regreteinOnngevieat .
Kirkland's departure, and the Sun states
as a fact that, while the accommodation
granted was liberal, not a single bad debt
was created under his management. :
The following telegram, received by us

Prince Arthur’s Landing, will be
S el o
in Symes’ evidence fore e
Seuhcoxi;:ttoe of Inquiry into the
Kaministiquia business. e evidence,
i ublished in The Mail of 30th
March, wi C!cu'cel be founa to corre-
d with Captain Symes’ present experi-
'P:E:——“Dun}::gahrightm ight last

inst., says :—

are said to be more but the Detroit
publish nothing about the scandal s o

T
is located, a population of abiout 72-

night the steamer Manitoba, drawing nine

 the K
fﬂhm

; dn- 88y ¢t lan of
: reorganization ?N&J upon
Committee and the G}éﬂg
 Bailway - Company, by which the
datter gains control of the road, seems to
meet with general approval. This adq;.
tional link in the extensive system of the
G.W.R. is of the utmost importance to
London, as this city will now be the most
central point from which all portions of the
road may be reached.  This fact will ult;.
mately lead the Directors to centralize the
management in this locality.”
The North Star says that the shipping of
lumber has commenced at Parry Sound
and that brisk times are beginning to’ be
experienced. On the 8th inst®he arrange-
ments for a daily mail took effect, and this
convenience i8 henceforth to be continued
during the winter as well as summer. The
Parry Sound Lumber Company announce
printed conditions under which all their
men are engaged, one of them being pay.
ment on the 10th day of each meonth iy
cash, for work done the month before,
‘We suppose that this signifies the end of
the truck system at Parry Sound.
No better proof of the depression and
scarcity of money in this county could he
given than the large number of chatte]
mortgages which have been flled during the
past six months. The number ranges from
thirty to fifty per month from all parts of
the county, and given by all classes of
peogl_e, and is far in excess of the number
filed in good times. People have no money
to pay their debts, it is getting to be almost
impossible to coilect, and the next best
thing has to be done, namely, to get such
security as may be obtainable.—Perth
Eaxpositor.
A TLondon paper says:—‘ General
‘Manager Muir and Superintendent Wood-
ford, of the Canada Southern, on Tuesday
(l(}:ﬂ: Gl:g;l hseld a oonigmce int Toledo
wi uperintendent Blodgett, of
the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern,
with. reference to the running of trains on
the Detroit divisions of their roads. It is
in contemplation to take off some of the
trains and arrange matters 80 as to have
the business done in the most economical
manner possible, the two roads being to a
certain extent wunder the same ultimat:
authority.” Py
The Strathroy Dispatch gives these
particulars of a recent occurrence : —*¢ ()y;
readers may or may not be surprised t
learn of the elopement of William Rate,
formerly of this town, with the wife of a
store-keeper in Teeswater, by the name of
Simeon. We have not heard anything par-
ticularly wrong about Rate while here
cept that he was a couple of times in
cial difficulties ; but he has either s
denly become bad, or a latent evil nat
has developed in his character, which
cansed his named to be detested. V
here he married a very .estimable yo
lady, whom he has left with two child
to mourn the treachery of a faithless |
band and father. Itis now reportedt
this is the third woman with whom he has
eloped in his time.” '
The Montreal Journal of Commerce gi
the remarks of Judge Monck, of the
of Queen’s Bench, as an arbitrator of busi-
ness difficulties, in the case of the Queen v,
Mitchell :—*“Gentlemen of the Jury, this
is the strangest case I have ever heard du:-
ing my long experience in the Criminal
Court. I t%ink it monstrous that business
men should be dragged before a criminal
court in a case of this kind, and if business
men persist in making the Police Magis-
trates and this Bench their arbitrators in
their business disputes, an end would soon
be put to all business in . this community,
I am of opinion that you, when rendering
your verdict, should give some expression
of your opinion as would prevent a like
case ever again being brought before this
Court.”
A correspondent writes us that one night
last week the liquor-dealers of the Town-
ship of Kinloss, and of the Village of Luek.
now (County of Bruce), met in the latter
place, on which occasion resolutions for a
general closing up from and after the first
of May next, were unanimously adopted.
No one, except those of their own families,
are to be admitted into the taverns on any
-and all , stables,

w and pumps are to be closed
until the li:g::r laws are altered to some-
thing like what they used to be. Farmen
or travellers seekmi accommodation are
to be directed to the house of some magis.
trate, reeve, or cl there to obtan
it, if they can. And each of the parties
binds himself in the penalty of.oue hun
dred doliars to stand to this agreement.
Ax IvtEREsTING LAw Svurr.—A few
years ago 3 commercial -traveller from To-
ronto married the favourite daughter o' a
wealthz old Dutchman near Drumbo, aid
the ‘‘ Squire” was so pleased with th
match that he generously settled a hand-
some annuity on her out of his private in-
come. But, like the mountain in the fable
instead of ing out this liberal arrangey
ment, it is said on good authority, that the
only thing she ever got from him after her
marriage was a five cent rattler he gave her
first baby, simply that and nothing more.
Lately, however, this lady, who wasa most
amiable woman, died, and now his son-in-
law has entered a suit to recover her dower
for the benefit of her surviving child, and &
the old gent is somewhat noted * for wajs
that are dark and tricks that are vain,’
rather interesting disclosures are expected
when the case comes before the courts. *
The letter from ** Observer” on the b
ley crop, which we published last week,
shouldg)e well read over and considered by
farmers everywhere in Canada. The
writer gives good reason for believing thst
the dependence of the United States a
Canada for barley is passing away, ad
that our neighbours are becoming moreand
more able to produce their own supply. 4
few months ago the announcement tus
some Canadian barley had been sold
England was made much of by the Gné
press here ; and it was said that now w
would find a market for our barley ther,
where no duties have to be paid or
But, as “ Observer” points out, the p»
portion of our whole crop that will ps
muster in the English market is but smal
on the average, and it will not do &
count much on that as a dependen®
The truth is that ‘while our best barldf
moves off readily emough at fair figi®
genera.lly (though still fifteen cents M
ushel below what American farmersab
the same meridian of longitude get '@
theirs), all qaslities below the best ™
slow of sale, and do mot bring piy™8
prices. Thisis where the hardship ®%
in, of the free importation of Amencl
in, without reciprocity, and this
injustice which is so deeply felt and 9
strongly resented by Canadian farmes
The Muskoka Herald has the follo"§

e e
off.

%mmitive of how a considerable %%

MONEY Wan-last. and the greater part o
afterwards recov ?»gf‘ealmcl Georg®
of Stisted, the ¥ who stole the
book from the Dominion House in
lage, about five weeks ago, was a
last Friday (12th insp.), by Cons&
Richards. The sum of $435, out of *
$520 in bills lost, was found cn his per™
On Sunday morning, Mr. James Lani"3
of this place, found the pocket»bn_ok g
$497 in notes under some pieces «f
behind Hewitt’s barn. Yesterday, Gt
was tried - before C. W. Lount, &
Stipendiary Magistrate, who committel?
to the Barrie gaol at hard labour @&
year, Itap from Mr. Jacksons®
g;nco, that he, while attaching 2 1:

is baggage in the room
hotel, took out his wallet carele@{
laid it down on one of the trunks, DI’
getting all about the transaction, Wg‘”
and left it laying there as a tempi o
any person who ced to see 1t.
subsequently went into the roo®

eted the wallet and contents

100 bills and $120 in five, ten, and
dollar bills, and $497 in notes. Se !
made for the missing pocket-books
had no direct result other than ' g
the suspicion of the landlord, ,;b
christ, :5:0 laced the case in the D
Constable Richards, with the restt
mvm'”

psted)

LETTERS OF MARQUE.

8 contains a letter from ‘‘Send
above important subject, intend
te the scare the Russian pap
frying to excite. He points

ition to Russia’s adhesion to
‘ob Paris declaring privateei
t‘}l: U;l(:teﬁl gtates had beu
Iy Wn to the discouragement
of legalised piracy long before
tof Washington, and, indeed, Id
‘the J,)echration of Paris, In 18
i to an application on the subj
the British Government, Mr. Ma J
the American Secretary of Sta
that ““the laws of the United Sta
severe restrictions not only upon
eitizens, but upon all persons whoml
amdents_-m the territories of the Unifl
” iates, against equipping privateers,
3 eommissions, or enlisting
‘$herein for the purpose of ta
foreign war.” There
_zdmger of a revival of the obsol
fiee of issning letters of marque
gt sure to be a much more nr
ness than it possibly could be i/
mavy did its duty.
On the same ‘s:xbje«-t the American eg
rqond. gpondent of the 7imes tel ;raphs to th
on the 30th of March, as follow
—*€A Bt. Petersburg telegram states th
newspapers speak of many adva
offers for letters of marque havi
received from the United S
nt enquiry, however, among shippi
e in New York and other Amerie
‘ports fails to discover any foundation
3 a against shipowners, h
weports are, therefore, believed to be pu
sensational, or disseminated by Russia
diplomatic reasons. war does come
United States Government, people may
assured, will effectually enforce the nd
mh‘rp forbidding the fitting out
expeditions in American ports. R
sian diplomacy throughout has been dire
-ed to developing sympathy with its cag
in the United States, and a consid
portion of the American press now le
the side of Russia. But while Americs
will sell military stores to any purchase)
their operations will' stop short at ti
int. The strictest neutrality will
orced towards all European be
.and our people are too shrewd
money in privateers, the A
being shut against them and
-ers plying elsewhere.”
THE IRISH SUNDAY CLOSING BILI
The House of Commons made :
4t on the 1Ist inst. The sitting
usual, at a quarter to four i
and it ended at twenty mi
yesterday morning. There was 1
no legislative business done, )
under nominal consideration was the Iri
Sunday Closing Bill, and the Governma
had specially given up the night that so
srogreasnught be made with it ; buf
ozen or so of Irish members vigorous
-opposed the measure, and, with the assi
ance of a small English contingent, th
effectually defeated all attenpts to advan
wz;'l; it.
e Times says:—‘Mr. Murphy.
member -for Cork, who led oﬂ‘rptgé 0
position, is one of the most extraordin
-orators of the House of Commons,
g:lr he occupied three hours of a Wedn
y afternoon in speaking against
measure, and he accomplished this s
without the least symptoms of distress
body or mind. His Speech was from bk
gmning to end fluent and equable ; he w
never at a loss. for a word, and his se
tences were fairly put together, and k
:l:rogt was céle]ar tio the last. On  Mond
emng, on the plea that the bill
been debated this year, he spoke a.;zamlmd !;
$wo hours and fifty minutes with the s
easy serenity.

[
t is evident that half
dozen such mefhbers, with the power tha
mul in Committee to speak as ma
bimes'as they please on the same motig
could ally prevent a single clam
‘being passed in a whole of a mo?x%:h.”
'WHEN IS PARLIAMENTARY “‘ OBSTRUCTION
JUSTIFIABLE ?
The Ssotsman, in connection wi
in_ th ¢
sbove protracted sitting, has an able artic
pecnhnr. ly interesting to us, in Canada,
view of the late proceedings in our o
ise of Commons. - Our contempora:

1

. “*Mere obstruction for obstruction’s sa
18 as contemptible as it is mischievous.
18 the use of rules of procedure intended
secure liberty for purposes of injuriy
Liberty. But the object of those rules ma
always be borne in mind if they are to §
properly understood. They are intendd
to enable a minority to withstand t}
action of a majority where that majority
Proposing what is injurious to the pub
welfare and individual liberty. A notag
48 Sprung up, and has got a strong hol
of the minds of many people, that the wi
of a majority ought always to be law.
argument is something of this kind: whd
:hl:nlogty 18 in favourof a particular thix
: $thing is right, and ought to be e
-forced upon the minority. Itisto be
&"tﬁeﬂ that Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Brigh
~kno°uler statesmen who ought to ha
Wn _better have given support to th
gogﬁmﬁon, though they have abunda
G"dmhdum that it is not sound. Both M|
. e and Mr. Bright, for instane
1&&1 the passing of the Ecclesiasticl
a Act in 185]. They held, and,
: © nation subsequently admitted, prope
4 hld,_t!n.t the Roman Catholics had
g‘:d :onght as ::y olgher body of religios
their own intern
°H°°ntlny. he majority not only in th
‘_Oin of Commons, but in the counts
&:;‘ﬂlew the contention at the tim
meonty was overruled. But M
that e and Mr, Bright will not conten
fhe ore the majority was right an
even?q were wrong. They may hay
il g X becal_lse_a more immedia
M"m of the principle. Both gent
are opposed to the action of the Go
emﬂlﬂhtom respect to the Eastern questiof
They Snow that this country could nd
ommit & more suicidal or a more unjusg
® act at this time than to go to. wa
it is highl: pro::llili that in the Hou
~on he e overborne b
m._ and it x{ by no means certain
M@d_vere made to the country, th
,,thh‘ has been aroused, and t}
. vhxc?dprevails in many pa
would not ensure a majori
war: Would Mr. Gladstone and MJr. Btrsi'g
Ind%&ﬂ;? agree that the majority was rig
. mmor{ty. wrong ? The instan
m%be multiplied if it were neces
MM&& P8 enough has bee said to sho
‘e the mt?;; fact ?f a majority being at
AT “ume 1n favour of a thing is m
10 itself evidence that .that thinggis d
Sirable, Apply this to the case of the Irig
g% 8y Closing Bill, and it will be foun
Temove all Just cause of complaint
'hl""l'lo Obstruction on the part of thog
the Opposed the bill. They did not app
t forms of the House of Commons in ords
2 views u

_%theu-

apholds the Sunday Closin
89 into a public-house (il a Swj
%8 he chooses; not man wh
in favour osf tl;xle bil need entd
“OuSe.on a Sunday o -an 4
he likes ; but because fh:;h
wish to prevent other peop
or who have good reason f
at involves a principle whi
S and indeedti! ought to }
members, erefore, wh
Mﬂnonda{e ight, and refuse
rogressto

made with th

like

Bill, were not guilt
o ction ; an

eCognise

Bll.  But the affair has a wid

10W some people wh
SEY anxious to set agide th
e  of Commons in order §




