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Under the above headng the Woodstock Express has the following
to say editorially, and it may Te mentioned that the Woodstock Express
is an Independent paper which supported the Laurier Government in the
recent Dom:nion e.ections: 3

The question for the electors is not, which of the political parties
is the more corrupt, but what is the best method of dealing with cor-
ruption? It is a time for the exercise of a [little common sense.

It is probably true that one party would be just as bad as the other
if it had the chance; but that is no reason why one party should be
kept in power forever. Any party is liable to become corrupt as-the
result of a long tenure of office. THE REMEDY IS TO TURN IT OUT
WHEN IT SHOWS SIGNS OF CONTAMINATION. When ‘the “ther
party fails in its duties and responsibilities, turn it out, too. The same
human nature is common to all parties, and similar influences will pro-
duce similar results in poth. Political parties are but instruments in
the hands of the people for the working of the popular will. When one
instrument goes wrong, the people sfiould be prepared to take up another
fand use it so long as it can be used to advantage. No elector is under
any obligation to support any party, simply because it bears a certain
name. THE ELECTOR’S DUTY IS TO HIS OWXN CONSCIENCE AND
INTELLIGENCE, AND HE CAN BEST DIS_CHARGE HIS -DUTY BY
KEEPING HIMSELF FREE TO JUDGE AND TO ACT.

As a matter of policy it would be well to have more frequent
changes of @overnfment than has been the custom in this country, and
especially in Ontario. It is surely in the interests of the country that
the people sfiould have the best that both parties can produce, If
one party is to be kept in power all the time, and the other in opposition,
the country will not get the best (that is in either party, The party
in power will eventually get into a rut, from which it will find it impos-
ible to extricate itself. The power of patronage will take the place of
the free choice of tHe people and the government will cease to be respon-
sive to the popular will. Finally the idea will go abroad that one parti-
cular set of politicians has a monopoly of the genius for government, and
the other set, which has never been given an opportunity, is without
cagpacity.

Many well-meaning people are willing to admit that the Liberal
rarty has been too long in power in Ontario, and that its continuance in
power is not for the good of the country, but what is to be done? they
ask. The Conservatives would not be able to form a government that
would hayve any chance of success. They have heard the fiction repeat-
ed so often, and they have grown so accustomed to the rule of one party
that they haye actually come to believe that there is no alterpative but
to keep one party copnstantly in power,

The same fiction was prevalent among Conservatives as a result of
many years of Conservative govermment in the Dominjon. Many honest
Conservatives came to actually believe that capacjty for government
was the monopoly of one party, But the Liberals have been in power now
for eight years, and have just bheen returned by a popular majority suf-
ficiently large to indicate that the people are fairly well satisfied with
government.

The exercise of a little common sense would make it clear to any
ordinary elector that the fact of a man calling himself a Liberal or a
Conservative is #o indication of his capacity for the transaction of pub-
TO FIND OUT WHAT THERE IS IN ANY MAN IT IS NEC.
ESSARY TO PUT HIM TO THE TEST. It {s an old gsaying that one
never can ftell what a man may do till he is tried. Some of the most
successful men the world has produced have been men who gave no pro-
mise of what was in them till they were actually set to work.

There need be no fear of the consequences if the Ontario Government
is defeated. The government of the country will go on just the same,
doubtless with renewed vigor. THERE MAY BE GOOD REASON TO
DREAD THE CONSEQUENCES IF THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT BEAT-
EN. A VICTORY WOULD MEAN AN ENDORSATION OF ALL THAT
HAS BEEN REVEALED DURING RECENT YEARS. It would be a
mandate from the people to continue in the same way.

“THE DISTRESSING ABUSE OF CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Many people will sympathize with a writer in the Nineteenth Ceantury
roints out the Chicago Journal, who complains that the custom of gift-
making has degenerated into a system of barter.

How true this is we all must realize with the approach of Christmas
and the shopping it entails, Pretty soon we shall sit down some morn-
ing, look over our memoranda, find out who sent us presents last Christ-
mas, remember what was the approximate cost of each, and then
start on a tour of the shops to purchase gifts about the same valude.
And these we shall send to our creditor friends with a written mes-
sage of Christian charity and holiday good cheer, but heaving over each
of relief that this is off our minds and we are

parcel a heavy sigh

ewen.
wNor is that the worst of it, for very often we seriously embarrass
our finances by paying our obligations of this sort and many a bill
collector has made a man’s life miserable for months because of such
meaningless tokens of love and affection that generally do not exist.

As a matter of fact, the Christmas present, like the wedding present
has become a nuisance. It had its origin in a sweet sentiment, but that
sentiment, except in the cases of families that are closely knit in gen-
unine fondness (and how many are fhey?), has long since been destroyed
by the ever-increasing costliness of gifts. The generous simplicity of the
past is gone and ostentation has taken its place.

If you doubt this, just tgry sending no Christmas gifts next Christ-
mas and the Christmas following, and see what happens. You will find
that the man who gives no presents gets none. Even the glowing and
philanthropic humanity of the Christmas season takes account of the
dollars and cents and insists upon value received,

It is time for a reform of the abuses that have surrounded and spoil-
ed the beautiful custom of celebrating Christ’s birthday with evidences
of peace on earth and good ‘will toward men. As It is practised now it
is commercial, sordid and destructive of everything but hypocrisy.

THE KAISER’S INOOME USES OF CHALK

/ oo

As German Em,,erur Walliam II, re-
ceives $650,000 a jear, of which, af-
ter necessary items of experditure
in the shape of gifts apd eharity do-
nations have been deducted, only
about $25,000 remgins fer personal

use,
As King of Prussia, however, the

Kaijser is treated with greater liber-~

ality. He receives from this source
an annual sum of $3,929.825, On this
he mwust keep his family as there
is no separate grant for the Empress
or the Princes. He aisuo has to make
good any deficit in the receipts of
the Royal Theaires at Berlin, Han-
over and Cassei, pay for Court con-
certs, and maintain his gardens and
castles.

The Kaiser’s casties number fifty-
two. He also has eighty-three farms,
Many of these he has never seen,
A'year ago his list of castles was in-
creased by one in SwitzeMand, which
was bequeatbed to him by a wasn
admirer,
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Straight character cannot come out
of érooked living.
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Lnttloﬁslnp» console us, because lit-
¢ie things afflict us.

Precipitated chalk can be used daily
with or without castile soap for
cleansing the teeth., It would be well
for those possessing sensitive teeth
if after eating acid fruits or salads
they should rub precipitated chalk
around the necks of the teeth and
between them on retiring. A little
chalk used when the teeth are brush-
ed during the day is also excellent
for soft and chalky teeth.

Precipitated chalk is also a _ cos-
metic, It can be used in the evening
or daytime for whitéening the skin
Jn the piace of ordinary powders,
which are extremely deleierious. A
lump dissolved in a little water, to
which a drop of glycerine or sweet
oil is added if desired, can be applied
+40 the face amd neck with a goft
cloth. Either before or after it is
dry, gently wipe off the visible pow-
der with a p.ece of flannel. It (s
absolutely harmless, but will dry the
skin some good cream food is
used at night to repair the drying
tendency of the chalk. If applied wet

4 at night; softeped: with water, on

pimples or inflammed blotches, by
morning .the inflammation ; will be

| much lessened.—~American Queen.

From my own experience and from
what old seitlers told me, I readily
concluded that the olimate was pre-
ferable to Manitoba, not being sub-
Ject to frosts, rust, hailstorms or
drought. The finest horse, cattle and
sheep ranches 1 ever saw were out
there, and the ranchers told me that
little or no feed is required during
(the winter months. . About ninety
miles north of here is where Mr,
Tobey, who has written several let-
ters from Miota, is located.

Now, boys, what 1 have told you
are facts, and you don’t .need to be
in this country long until you havea
buneh of bills with a $100 wrapper.
I refer you to Mr. John Campbell, of
Harwich and Howard townline, or to
Mr. Geo. Thompson, better known as
Manitoba Thompson, of Chatham,
and anyone wishing to secure cheap
Jand in the west, homesteads, or lit-
erature, I can refer them with confi-
dence to Mr. John Jackson, the Sas-
katoon Valley land man, of Saska-
toon, ‘Sask.

Thanking you, Mr.
much space in your
I remain,

Yours truly,
W. C. McMULLIN.
Souris, Man., Dec. 10th, 1904,
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DOUBLE DROWNING.

Editor, for 80
valuable paper,

Two Brethers Named Lecompte Lese

Their Lives.

Valleyfield, Que., Rec. 16.—A double
drowning accident occurred in the
rapids here, just below the Canada
Atlantic bridge. The victims were
Pierre and Alexander Lecompte, aged
19 and 20, respectively, who were en-~
gaged in drawing wood in a scow
from Isle aux Pommettes. They were
crossing, but unfortunately they had
on too heavy a load to handle the
scow properly, owing to the quantity
of flow ice. Before they could reach
the shore the icy water had done its
work. Both became so benumbed that ,
they were unable to row. Two young
men, Charles and Bid Lavallee, who

ont to their rescue, only got near
enough to see them embrace each
other as their boat went into the
rapids. .

Crushed Beyond Becognm

Walkerville, Dec. 16.—The badly
mutilated body of a colored. man was
found on the Grand Trunk tracks,
three miles east .of here, yesterday
morning, His head was so badly
crushed that it is impossible to esti-
mate his age. He was probably
stealing a ride.

Two Dead, Five Injured.
Charlestown, W. Va., Dec. 16.—
Two persons were killed and five oth-
ers seriously injured yesterday by the
collapse of the suspension bridge
across the Elk River, which connects
East and West Charlestown. On the
bridge when it went down were six
childrem on their way to school and
other pedestrians, together with six
teams. Those who went down with
the wreckage fell 40 feet into the ice
cold waterd of the river

EXPLOSION ON BATTLESHIP.

Five Moen Killed By Boiler of Massa-
chusetts Blowing Up.

Philatielphia, Dec. 16.—Three men
were killed yesterday and two others
were 80 badly injured that they died
an hour later by an explosion of a
boiler on the U. S. battleship Mas-
sachusetts at League Island navy
yard. There were half a dozen men
at work fn the boiler-room when the
explosion occurred.
The gasket on one .of the bolilers
blew out, and the force of the ex-
plosion closed the automatic door,
thus preventing the escape of the
men from the compartment.

Naval Tug Sinks,
Norfolk, Va., Dec. 16.—The Umted
States naval tug Mohawk sank at
her mooring at the navy yard yester-
day. One of the deck hands who
stuck to the whistle cord, blowing
signals of distress until the vessel
went down, was rescued with diffi-
culty.

FORGED BY USING CARBON PAPER.

Martinean On Stand im Govermment Sulit
Against Banks.

Ottawa, Dec. 16.—Action was be-
gun here yesterday before Justice
Anglin by the Dominion Government
to recover $75,000, whieh had been
paid 'by banks on forged cheques
drawn in the name of the Militia De-
partment by Abondeus Martineau, a
clerk in the Department.

Martineau, who is serving a seven-
year term in Kingston, was called by
the Gevernment and told how he had
made the forgeries by using carbom
papers under a genuine signature to
get an outline carbon’ signature on
the cheque, which he then filled out
with ink, Martineau said he lost
about $60,000 of the. proceeds of the
forgeries in stock speculations.

The case will probably” last several
days. The Bank of Montreal is the
defendant, but the Quebec, Sovereign
and Royal Banks are made third
parties, as they accepted the forged
cheques as deposits.

s
Diet Turbulent As Ever.

Budapest, Dec. 16.—The Parlia
mentary truce has been short-lived.
The session of the Lower House yes-
tarday witnessed a repetition of the
turbulence which has marked most of
the recent sittings. The Opposition
members declined to recognize the
new rules of procedure, and greeted
the Premier's attempts to speak
with a storm of invectives and other
noisy interruptions. Premier Tisza
stood for thirty minutes appealing
for a hearing, but was finally forced
to desist by an unceasing chorus of

“resign’’ from the rfembers of the
united Opgoﬁtlon 3
i
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““ Fruit-a-tives”’

At all druggists.

“Eat Plenty of Fruit.”
That’s what the Doctors say when one is cot'lstipated.

Because fruit acts on the liver, causing it to excrete bile
which aids digestion and increases the peristaltic action of

the bowels, thus prevents constipation.
fruit alone, won’'t CURE. The laxative principle is too
weak and in too small quantity.

77711477

or Fruit Liver Tablets

are the tonic and laxative virtues of apples, oranges, figs
and prunes, many times intensified—Dby our secret process
of combining the juices—and made into tablets.
act gently and naturally—tone up the
liver—greatly  increase the flow of bile—effectively cure
Indigestion, Biliousness, Headache and Constipation—build
up and strengthen the whole system.

50c. a box,
Manufactured by
FRUITATIVES, Limited, OTTAWA.

But eating fresh

>
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INCREASE IN WHEAT SHIPMENTS,
Millien Bushels Now in C,P.R. Elevator
At Fort Willlam.,

Mpontreal, Dec. 16.—The total wheat
marketed at the stations along the
line of the C.P.R. throughout the

season in Manitoba and the North-
west  Territories was 20,250,000
bushels, as compared with 18,250, -

000 bushels last year, an increase of
11 per cent.

Receipts at Fort William during

the same period were 12,500,000
bushels, as compared with 10,600,-
000 bushels last year, an increase of
17 per cent.
Shipments from Fort William were
11,723,000 bushels, as compared with
10,068,000 bushels last year, an in-
crease of 16 per cent.

The balance of wheat left in the C.
P.R. elevators at Fort William is
1,000,000 bushels,

DO NOT WALK ON THIN ICE

If You Have Catarrh You are in
Danger—1t Breeds Dyspepsia, Bron-
chitis and Consumption.

Aside from the extreme offensive
and odious nature of the disease, ca-
tarrh is also very dangerous if left to
run its course uncheckeéd. The con-
stant droppings into the throat,
which are mostly swallowed during
sleep, cause poisonous disorders of the
throat, stomach and lungs, which
rapxdly develop into dyspepsia, laryn-
gitis, bronchitis, and consumption.
When these diseases become establish-
ed, especially the latter, the result
is too well know nto need pointing
Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets are a cer-
tain and absolute cure for catarrh in
all forms and all stages., Catarrhal
conditions are always of the same na-
ture,-whether they exist in the head,
throat, stomack, bowels, or bladder,
and these tablets act on all alike,
They cleanse, renovate and purify the
system of all catarrhal poisons, and
by tthus going to the very root of
the disease, effect thorough and per-
manent cures, It is the only way
to treat catarrh, as local applications
such as sprays, ointments, inhalations,
ete., afford only temporary relief and
the malady takes hold again with in-
creased vigor.

An Indianapolis physician says: “I
prescribe Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets on
all occasions because I find they are
most thorough and effective in their
work. I have tried a great many
prescriptions, my own and others,
during 30 years of practice, but have
never found anything quite so satis-
factory in all respects as these tab-
lets. I have known the mest stub-
born and virulent cases of catarrh
to yield timé after time to Stuart’s
catarrh Tablets and I do not hesi-
tate to prescribe and recommend
them.”

Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets are for
sale by all druggists at 50c a box.
It will pay you to give them a trial
and get away from the suffering,
humiliation and danger caused by ca-
tarrh
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Union Men Found Guilty.

St. Catharines, De¢. 16.—A jury in
the sessions last evening found Ed-
ward Day, William Hodgins and Wil-
liam DBeattie, members of the local
union of the International Brother-
hood of Decorators and Paper
Hangers of America, guilty of a con-
spiracy to prevent Albert A. Clay, a
painter, from working at his trade.
The, judge said he would not deliver
sentence ursil Jan. 24, and the nien
were hailed out in $100 each.
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YOUNG LADIES, READ THIS.

“¥o

If you are "bothered with pimples,

if your eomplexion is mllow, 1t’s 'an
evidenpe that you require Ferrozone
to tone up your blood. One Ferro-

domplexion Tike peach' bloom, the |
ks s*n become r
ion'l! be the picture of health. Thou«

fal appearanoe with l'qr

Minard’s Liniment Cures Distemper; ‘not you?. Price 50s. at

15 Hepe

A Christmas hint js afl that {s
needed. I am the oldest jewelier in
the city and have studied up the
wants of my customers and I hm
prepared to give satisfaction, having
the right goods and the pight prices.
Come and look over our stock and
prices before purchasing.

rashes or ugly bletches on your tace. N

zonex Tablet tuken at meals malkes |
seyes b t ]
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Our stock of diamonds is laxger
than last year, and our prices lower.
We have them set in the latest styles
of Tiffany and Crown, also loose
stones which can be examined thor-
oughly and set in kind of asetting
you want. If you are in doubt what
to give, give a watch or Blorgnett.e
chain. There is nothing more uni-
versally acceptable in our, line of
Simmon’s watch chains. You are of-
fered the newest and most beautiful
patterns at very moderate prices.
I have the largest stock of watches
in the eity; also in novelty watches,
I have just received a large assort-
ment of bracelets, necklaces and lock-
ets, etc., in the latest styles, Give us
a call and you will not be disappoint-
ed.

Is there anything the matter with
your eyes? Go to the man that has
made eyes a special study, Our ex-
pert optician has returnéd home
again, He knows all about the visual
defects and the propes means for
their correction,

AT THE .

Sign of the Big Clock
A.A.Jordan

BUY YOUR
COAL NOW_

We handle Coad and qud
Wholesale and Retail.’ li
orders receive prompt a

Tel. 253. Cor. rﬂi
GTR.

Christmas

Prices good until furthet notice :—
6 Bars Echfse Scap, 25¢
7 vounds Tillson’s Oats 25¢
5 Gals. Coal -Oil, 8oc.
Sardines, sc a can
Other Goods at reasonable

prices.
m. M. GRAVES
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g We have a large stock
of the BEST ODORS, put
g up in handsome pack-

ages, suitable for . . .

Christmas Gifts

CALL AND INSPECT.

| RADLEY'S
:

DRUQ STORE
0000000000000 00000000000.

9000000000090 000000000000¢

A Weak will
arjd a Weak
Executor

Will give poor results. A
strong will and a weak
Executor may mnot be
much of an improvement,,
To be secure, have a
strong Will and choose
an Executor

THE LONDON AND WESTERN
TRUSTS COMPANY, LIMITED
LONDON, ONT.

FOR BUILDING PURPOSES
youf cannot find a more complete stock of

LUMBER

in this section than you will find at our

yards. 'We have the variety to meet every
demand; the grade to meet the approval of
the carpenter, coniractor or  individul,
Comparad to others our stock is a little

head in quality and a little behind in
price. Favor us with your orders.

The Blonde Lumber & M'fg Co'y

LIMITED.

Phone 52 Builders and Contractors.

Bttt deob et Do dotoobab ool
WE HAVE ON HANDL
A LARGE SUPPLY OF

A

SEWVER PIPE,
CUT STONE,

All of the best quali
the LOWES' POSSIBLE
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