" by Spain and Franes in 1703, and:agiin recovered by England goon after.: In 1706, -~ .

. Wouds Rogérs, Es§: was appointed Governor-in-Chief of the Bahamas by Letters ~ . -
" Patent,- whichrécite that: four out of six-of the Propriétors, the other ‘two being mi-

. nors;hrad surrendered their rights te the Crown. : The Carolina Company surrendered -

o . its*Chiaster of Carolina in 1720:: - A-Commission for the'separate Government. ofthe =~ ...
.- Bahemas, ssuedin 1758;'directed an- Assembly to-be called. - An ‘Assembly was call-" -~

" lodyas éarly as:1764:" Theso Tslands. were taken agiin- by the Americans and Spanish'

" in-1976;atid-by the English finally in 1782, New Commissions thereafter issted for .

the Government of these Islands; and in 1999'they ‘passed an: At declaring the Com- . -~ -
- mon-Law bf England and ertain enumerated Acts of Parliament ivi force in those¥s- . ' -
lands.> . This' Colony is still | governed: by a ‘Governor-in-Chief, with a Legislative -

"

' Comntikand Assembly. .

- </Thesé Iolands'were ﬁrstr»-gmmea}inhe_ié« to'‘the Virginian Company, and ‘sold by ToeBermudse:
them Yo'oiie hundred end: twenty:persons, who obtained' Letters Patent from King.® = -

. James'the First:in' 1612, when a Settlement was made..:.' A’ Legislative Council ex-

".: und the irrevocablé nature of such an endowment, -

o pessession-ofiall ‘Lands unoccupiediby| Christians. - That: Chartet gave him-the right

" isted till 1619, and an Assembly was. then introduced. That form of ‘Goveniment has .= .
©contimued ever since; : The Charter of Vitginia was not:yet cancelléd wheni ‘this Co-
*  lomy'was thus-sepuratedfrom the former Government ; “its consent however seems to -
have been given by the previous sgle; | - o o LR rT e T
' ;+'ThesCharters, Patents-and” Actk lof| Patliamenit relating to the:now United States The some time North
. when!Colonies and Provinces of Great. Britain; tend no less to show the Prerogative now the United. -
- of-the:Crowntto divide-a’Colony or-endow any part of it with a separate Legislature, @ .

b}

. /Fhe'first Ghurter relating:t6'the British: Dominions in America seeis t6 liave been The sarlier Chirterd

: (imthe year 1578) Queen Elizabeth's -i’harter to Sir H: Gilbert, todiscover and take - ™
‘ofproperty in the soil ‘of these: Lands, with power to govern ‘them, and “declares: all

. who settledthere:should havé all the privileges-of natives of England. In 1584 Sir
© Walter Raleigh; half brother.t6 8ir'H, Gilbert, having obtained, it is'said, a similar

. - patent, sent out'Amadus:and Bailow, who having visited ‘Albermarle. Sound and re- .- -

- tirned home, mades0 favourable Report that “Queen- Elizabeth gave to: the whole '

R country the:namé of! Virginia; dnd in the following year th¢ first English Colony.was - .-

RN Smith-and: a Company of ‘Merchanits.: */ .

. planted on. the Continent!: 'This and several subsequent ‘and ‘similar attempts having -
- tailed;: Raleigh-about/ the year 1591 asénig,ne‘d hi“g-_intei'est -and patent to Sir Thomas

~"-'The earlier Chartets of Queen Elizabeth to Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sit Walter Nortand sous vi.
. Raleigh having been surrendered. or forfeited to the Crown, King James the First, in gn. .~ =

- - 1606, established twb Colonies' betweeir the'34th and 45th degrees of* north- latitude,

to-be called North and‘South Virgitia;' giving the former liberty to plant between the -
38thiand 45tk degree; and the fatter between the 34th' and the 41st degrees, "and to

" .. each'a tract of 100. square miles. -

-+ k1609 the Company-of South -Virginia obtained. fromi King  James'a Grant asid South Visginia. -

Chaiter of 400:miles of (Coast north'and south: of Cape Comfort, ' extending westward - - 7

" to'thei8outh Beais In 1612 th& Conipany of South Virginia - obtained a-third Char- -
- tery’ extending-their liigiits:to all Islands within 300 leagues of the coast.” The Bermu-

-+ damlying withinthese:lintits weresold soon after by that' Company to Sir Gieorge So- |

mers dnddthers)) T 1624/ the-Charter of King James was pronounced void'by judg- -
- ment-én Binod Regis, on-a Qu‘d,lWatr#nto; -and a new Commission “issued by King -

o Jamesithe First, dppiinting Si F: "Wydtt Governor of Virginia. - Similar:Cotnmis-

.. lyprwasimatructod tocalliomeiis <t =

" sions followeéd, making 'no ‘mention; of an Assembly till 1639, when Sir William Berke-

-2 - In 1620 King James: the First granted another Chirter: o’ the Company of North Norh vieginia». ~ -~ -~
= Vifgnmﬁwmdlnwe_.icallédwhefemu‘f“The Council of Plyrouth,” and gave themall -~~~ . - =
© Iniideibetwesn40uind 46 wibrdhi: latitude, 'and westerly to the South Sea.. This Com=" 4 -

- pany:made several illidefined; subsrdiniate and interfering: grants of large tricts, as ltlo W o

Fa



