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CO-OPERATIVE FARM MJSBCSS
Reports of local farmers' co-operative trad* 

"int; associations published in this issue of The 
Guide should lie an inspiration to every farmer 
in the lVainv Provinces and should also lie an 
eye-opener to the commercial world. Nothing 
illustrate* more forcibly the im|irov«nmt in 
business methods that is luring brought about 

ers doing their own bus 
the lienetit of their own community. The 
re|Kirts published in this issue represent liut 
a small j*«liun of the business living transacted 
by local farmers' groups (either inersrporated 
or un-incorporated) in the three province-. 
But these reports are typical of the work being 
done and they also illustrate the very satis­
factory growth in these local liusmess organi­
sations For some years local gruu|* of fann­
ers have lieen buying many >4 their require­
ments collectively and distnbuting them at 
cost to their association mendier* More n- 
cently. however, the movement has been to- 
wur.ls incorporation under the acts passed in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta A new co-o|**r- 
ative act was passed at the last session of the 
Mantled» legislature, putting all three pro­
vinces on the same basis m this respect By 
incorporating the fanners have found they can 
transact ihctr business mure sansfacUinly and 
develop s permanent organisation of steadily 
growing value to the community Une of the 
important features of these repurts is the de­
velopment of cooperative livestock shipping 
and the universal satisfaction and financial 
advantage which has followed this met hi «I 
The Allierta Co-operativa Elevator Company 
in the Calgary stockyards and The Grain 
Growers Gram Company in the Winnipeg 
stockyards have linked un the stock shipping 
business thru the farmer, own channels fr«*n 
the farm to the abattoir and the result is cer­
tain to be a great saving to live stock raisers 
(June a number of local cu-operativc associ 
alums are buying or erecting ! Holdings lor their 
permanent use and it is only a matter of s 
lew years until the farmers have their own 
warehouses, coal sheds and stores all over the 
country. It is very encouraging to note thaï 
the saving uf the dollar is not absorbing all 
the attention of the farmers in this work. 
The establishment uf rest naans for the use 
and comfort of the women, and of circulating 
libraries, shows that the farmers have an eye 
open to the general well-being of the commun-
11TThe present community co-operative as*» i 
attests are the uutrtsne uf educational work 
which tint resulted in collective buying and 
have now bkawumed into cceuperative trading 
associations Five or su years ago the farmer* 
found it untamable to purchase uuel, dour, 
lumber and many other necessities by the car 
lot The manu/at turen and whuleselws re» 
lined to acce-pl their business Gradually1, 
however, they realua.I that the larmets meant 
business and today thosesamk awl thousand-, 
of tar loads of material and Mippbes are going 
to local larmets' awocieiiun* at radf-hottum 
prut* afliedmg a great saving over the old 
system Kvt-n yet. however, the wholesaler 
of groceries, hardware, dry goods, etc m wst 
cases refuse to deal «nth dime local fanners' 
•«ganixaUon» awl are determines! that there 
lustiness must continue thru the nil wpn. 
sive channels They undoubtedly will lie aide 
to handicap the burners' uwnanin wane- 
what. but unless they change^h«r altitu l- 
they will find the farmers very ibrtly * 
velopmg their own wholesale institution» awl 
manuiac tunng esubltshmenu The cost uf 
•fastnbuting must 1* reelored and the icgan- 
ised farmers are determined to reduce it 
The organised farmers have reason to be preaid 
•d the development of their business activities. 
In sdditscn to these huislrwh *d Weal trading

associations tliey have liuilt up Tin- Grain 
Growers' Gram t'caupauy. The- Saskatchewan 
Co-operative Elevator (.‘i*n|tuny and the Al­
laita Farmers' Co-operative Elevator Cnm- 
l«any with a total paid-up capital of 8J.0U0.00U 
and assets of £5,000.000 These three com­
panies alone tins year will liai idle considerably 
over 70.000.000 bushels uf gnun in addition 
to a large volume of livestock, farm mach­
inery and supplies uf various kinds. The 
Saskatchewan Grain Growers' Association is 
also developing in co-operative distribution 
uf farm requirement*. lie Gram Growers' 
Guide which is also the property uf the urgam 
■ed farmers i-. published in a (iso.uoo plant 
erected by the farmers f.ir the purpose of 
liandling the farmers' publishing Iwsiws It 
is a satisfaction to state that the Grain Grow-, 
ere Guide as well as the three big farmers' 
grain etanjiamr* are experiencing the must 
successful year financially m their history 
liar financial force awl tie trade «ganuatton 
uf the organised farmers is nqddly developing 
great strength and liar day is nqddly cuming 
when tliey will be able to cope Willi op|»wilk.n 
Insn whatever quarter it may anse

APPLES AND TIE TARIFF
A l'inférence was held at "Mouse law last 

week between the representative, of the applr 
growers in British Colunilaa and the urgaui- 
sed farmers uf the Frame IVovinrrs. at the 
request uf the fruit growers. The purpuse 
of the Inul growers was to arrange with the 
organised farmers un the prainm to buy large 
quantities uf B C. apfilcs As an exhibelimi 
of |we and unadulterated nerve the altitude 
of the B C fruit growers u something to 
challenge admiration Without consulting 
with the farmers whom they expect to buy 
thru apples they quietly *hp|«-«l down Vi 
Ottawa a lew weeks ago and mduced the 
government to put an extra duly uf 50 cent* 
|Vt barrel cm apples making the total tanll 
tax now VO cents per laurel Their argument 
to the government was that their cuet id pro 
dtkUun had iwTuunl awl that U* Frame 
Ilruvinces w*s lheir ""natural market " After 
iccuniig. this peutulsiive lanfl le* «wml 
specially at the farmers of the Frame Fro 
vrncee they then asked to meet the fanners* 
representatives m cadcr to sell them apple-» 
ai |mets «licenced by the tanfl lax rereiiUy 
1HI| ined It Will be icmtenbrted that when 
this apple duty was put on by the Uwntwoo 
|auli*nirtil. the < agonised farmer* immediate U 
•kxlared that instead of helpuig the B. t 
fruit growers it would injure them, berause 
the pc «me farmers would alwdutrly refuse to 
lily B C apples At this conference the 
fanners' representatives aillared lo thee de- 
lernimaUun awl tuld the B C. Inul growers 
just what they thought ul thru actual

The gnun grower» uf the Frame Frovtnce* 
have lmen pluwbnd by the protective lanfl 
lew Huuiy*yt*/s They have never asked l«a 
any lavur» of any kiwi awl ihey do not want 
any The apple growers of British Volumla# 
alt hand»- a|iped by ewamuiialy high pneeci 
land which was loslnl lor the benefit uf real 
estate speculators They are eh», I air< Word 
by lanfl taxes on everythin* they buy awl 
m wldilwai they uay esre*ve freight and 
express .barge* to bring U«nr fruit ecru* the 
mountains to the prairies To make up their 
vanuu» leases they now have secured legal 
[«-rmiaBiuti Vi |funder the fanners «ai the 
prunes and if the prairie farmers uilanit to 
it they are chflcrwwt |*ufde than we think they 
are The proper awl legitimate pnbey of the 
B C Inul growers dtuusl be be yen with the 
gnun growers to kil! lend spreulaieai.entirely. 
... remove 0* tanfl burden, to lent* deem 
the rust of prriurliun and to reduce the freight

and r*|imis charge» across the mmmtains. In 
order to give a little |iap to the fruit growers 
of British Columlna. who do not exceed 30.000 
l'enfile, the government lias placed a tariff 
lax on the apples for all the consumer» of the 
Freine Fmvmces to the nuinler. of about 
J.teni.UUO If the B (* apple growers find 
that their dodge has injured instead of helped 
the sale of their ajijiles to the jirainc fanners 
we shall iwoliubly sec them hustling to OtUwa 
very shortly to have this tariff tax removed 
If die prairie farmer* adhere V> their deter­
mination they will soon leach the B C. apple 
grower* a lesson that it will take them long 
yean to forget z

WEE TRADE FINANCING
Et*«e of tiw muet remarkable Iraturé of the 
iircsciit war is the inaimrr4 in J which (Went 
Britain is hnancmg not inh lier. wn . in «nous 
exi* ns.--» lut is also .instating m financing a 
number uf lier Allies including the Overseas 
Dumimucn. In imwcnting his budget to the 
House of Vummuns last «week, the . fucnorllor 
uf tlie exchequer. Hun Reginald McKenna 
stated that Bn lam had loaned lo her Aline 
during the war the rnonnous sum uf H..U0, 
000.000, and in ailditem had loaned to the 
British Oversees Dominion» an additiunal sum 
uf 8jno.ouo.ouo The British government has 
realised that to bring the war Vi a exnwfnl 
conclue**! not «ally must the British army 
and navy le in the lest (■•siblc < onditioii but 
dial die Allies of Bntain must also be ftnann- 
ally aide lo |iut lurth tiwir liewl efforts The 
British fleet has cleared the eaas uf enemy 
ship* awl the British army has reached an 
rwamuus lighting strength But the money 
Bnlian ha» I* «sued to her Alla* and the Bntieii 
Uunumuns has been equivalent lo placing Im­
mense addiUsial arm* in the field When it 
at . i .neutered diet the war. scour ding to Mr, 
Mc Kenna » estimate. » noting Great Britain 
8J5.UtlU.uuo daily and that the Island Nation 
» not only aide to meet due expense but sien 
provide money fur her All* it naturally gives 
nee to the quartern uf how it is dune Bntain »
I manual recced ui due war a a remarkable 
tnlmtc to the uaiwlnem of the BnUsh policy 
uf Free Trade which has made her the greatest 
commercial nelcun on earth By keejeng her 
|»«ts upen. buying in the cheapest market awl 
writing in the «lewreat market. BnUsh merchants 
awl manufacturer» have explcated every corner 
ed the earth and si cumula led muneme wealth 
wilhout the aauetanre ed an iiuquilr* pres­
te, live tanll Awl even under the (event 
slrani awl ««gaged in a life awl «hath struggle 
the Free T racle (ecbey has not Imi slacndunsd 
Mr MtKrnns »t«u«l m his laidget speech as 
follow»

"'ll* heews e«J lass acjCcesd U* I ■
* te «Vite» fessai *uas 

la ar*l fee .uUisisi ss.1
••1 sdsssuw* v» ser- 

I sad sj

sàissreâ

If I'anads in ito early yean ha-1 adopted 
oh Free Trade pohry the eueetry 

would have la* much latter developed than 
it I» today end uur 
have lawn very

FREE TRADE CAMP AM* STARTED
All free trader» will he greedy ewireragrel 

at the scdenchdopMMg of the vwnqaign by the 
Free Trade langue of Canada which took 
place m Winnipeg Ust week Ur Michael 
Clark. M F 1er U**l Deer. Alu . came Iran 
Ottawa specially to elan the rarapasga l> 
(."lark'» addresses were |*ewerful mdstmenU


