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To Id- Editor of th* rrerieelBl Worirytn :

Sib,—Animated by a spirit of Christian 
love to every true servant ol God, of what
soever denomination, 1 feel constrained to 
express my sense of the low this neighbor
hood is about to experience in the removal 
of the Rev. David Lawson, Baptist minis
ter, to Amherst.

Situated as the friends of Methodism in 
Lower Stewiacke hove been during the past 
year—deprived of the ministrations of the 
Church of our choice—we have derived 
great satisfaction from attending the preach
ing of the above-named faithful Christian 
Minister. Ever bold and fearless in speak
ing the truth as it is in Jesus, and perfectly 
free from bigotry or a sectarian spirit, bis 
aim bas been, not to make converts to the 
Baptist Church, but to be the instrument in 
God’s bands of saving souls by preaebieg 
Christ crucified ; and I sincerely hope that 
in the field of labor to which in the Provi
dence of God he is now called he may be 
fully appreciated as a whole-souled devoted 
servant of Christ. A Wesleyan.

Lover Stewiacke, June 8, 1857. „

“God both sat lata* »>4 rest, w day *■<

and taka care that as that Sabbath approacb- 
« which should be a delight, the pressure 
of business may be alleviated.

It will be said, perhaps, that we exagger
ate the amount of work required of clerks 
in the shops and warehouses of the city.—

land was farther represented by the Rev. 
R. Maguire, who delivered a most energetic 
speech. The Rev. George Osborn. Secre
tary to the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 
represented the Methodists in an address 
admirably adapted to the occasion. E. B. 
Underhill, Esq., spoke for the Baptists.—

never ran withhold our earnest admiration 
for the man.

We must shift the scene. We must for
get Europe. Enter the author of “ The 
Newcomes," in the crammed Music Hall at 
Leeds, to paint high life under George the 
Third. Mr. Thackeray is a man of very

Bnt the chief novelty of the meeting was ! uncommon heigh!, personal
that the Rev. W. Ellis, Dr. Livingston, and 

Our own observation assures os that as ap- j the Rev. J. L. Poore were beard lifting up 
plied to the busy seasons of the year there ! their voices for those pans of the world from

____ ..__■ ___ ______ . i which they had just returned, the first for,s no exaggeration m our remarks. There ^ ^ ,he J„COnd for Central Africa.
are we well know seasons of inactivity— I ,nd ^ for Australia,
periods when the lassitude arising from iu- A, ,he anniversary of the British and

a* well 
the prime

has become as white as silver. His face 
indicates great power and penetration, and 
he cannot open bis lips without revealing 
the scholar and xvit. He converses rapidly 
and well ; but his mgnner is much more that 

dolence may be pronounced as great an evil1 Foreign Bible Society an income of £138, j of the West End gentleman than that of the

tellectoal. Though still in _
life, bis abundant and gracefully turned hair vocaey, but we cannot retrain Irom adverting to
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Early dosing.
We have received a copy of an appeal 

from the merchants’ clerks ill this city to 
their employers, soliciting their considera
tion of the proposals contained in resolutions 
passed at a late meeting of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, to the effect 
that the closing of the business establish
ments of this city at an early hour (five 
o’clock) on Saturday evening is calculated 
to benefit there engaged in them as clerks 
or otherwise,—and thus to prove of mutual 
advantage to the employers and employed ; 
and that the heads of business establishments 
in this city be requested to make Friday i 
instead of Saturday their weekly pay-day.

The request by which these papers have 
been accompanied, that the notice of our 
readers should be directed to the subject is 
one with which we cheerfully comply.— 
The incessant application to business de
manded of those young men who seek 
employment in the shops of cities is an evil 
which loudly calls for remedy. When we 
remember the nature of their engagements, 
the alacrity with which they are expected 
to respond to the demands of every custo
mer, and even of every idly sauntering visi
tant who daily makes the tour of the fash
ionable streets to meet a beau or relieve an 
afternoon of ennui, the patient endurance 
which they are required to cultivate of the 
cavilling of capricious dames, to say nothing 
of the sweet delight they must simulate in 
seeing the gay throng flaunting in their 
freedom, while they withal linger from early 
morn to dewy eve, and often far into the 
deep shades o( night, at their unvaried 
employment, hour after hour fulfilling the 
more familiar than favorite round of unfold
ing and refolding goods, we must certainly 
yield them oar sympathy and wish that the 
term of their labour could be considerably 
abbreviated. Its kind considered, the fatigue 
of body and weariness of mind which it 
induces, the long duration of these person.-,’ 
employment is unquestionably a monstrous 
violation of the laws of oar being. Where 
is the time or the opportunity afforded to 
these young men for recreating their wasted 
physical energies, or improving ibeir men
tal powers, or — transcendently important 
consideration—giving proper heed to those 
things which concern their eternal welfare ? 
We believe there are some, and trust there 
are many, of the youth employed in our 
commercial establishments who, notwith
standing the drawbacks and discouragements 
of their position, are not content with dis
charging their duty to their earthly masters 
by being diligent in business, but seek as 
first in importance the favor of their Mas
ter in Heaven, and are fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord, it is for these that we 
would chiefly appeal ; that they may, un
hurried away from their closets by the 
imperative calls of earthly duties, hold com
munion with their God t that they may 
have some time, when the mind is unex
hausted, for meditation on His Holy Word ; 
that some boors may be appropriated to 
profitable intercourse with the writings of 
great and good men, and some, to the study, 
in a portion of His vast creation, of the won
derful works of God. A creature born and 
liound for eternity should not in every hour 
of bis sentient life, while passing through 
this state of probation, be lied down to tri
fling things of time which have no relation 
lo the grand whole of bis immortal being, 
but which distract his mind from the con
templation of the F uture.

We may be reminded that merchants’ 
clerks have their Sabbaths ; but what sort 
of Sabbath as a season of grace is that likely 
to prove whose first still hour is broken by 
the footsteps of the exhausted employé re
treating from the scene of a week’s unbroken 
toil? It is the evil of an age when commer
cial enterprise ha. generated urgent and 
-unfeeling competition, that the spirit of that 
law which guards the sanctity of the Sab
bath is forgotten by many who calm their 
conscience by what they consider a strict 
adherence to its letter. If as the clock 
-trikes twelve the ledger be closed, the 
invoice book relinquished, and a sud
den pause in the packing of goods en
joined, they congratulate themselves upon 
an exemplary obedience of the command
ment, “ Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy,’’ while they secretly chuckle over 
the compromise effected between the con
cerns of earth and the claims of Heaven.— 
Let them reflect tliat the letter kUleth while 
it is the spirit that givetk Kfe. God has 
granted the rest of the Sabbath not for the 
indulgence of that sluggishness which most 
be superinduced by contracting the hour, of 
repose throughout the week, but for the 
highest of all purposes, the recreation of 
the energies of our immortal spirits—renew
ing the soul in righteousness. If the sacred 
bonrs of the lord's Dag are to be appropri
ately employed, we must see to it that la- 
»... net eaeesetve or unnaturally pro- 

lhroe8h week,—bearing in mind

as the fatigue occasioned by too much work, 
weeks, perhaps months, when “ the muscle 
shrinks which is never strung, the joint stif
fens which is never moved, the limb be
comes powerless which is never taxed.”— 
The case is just this : there is a time when 
all the energies of these young men are 
taxed to the final point of endurance, and 
there is a time when they are condemned to 
breathe the atmosphere of sloth. They have 
in this more quiet time a large amount of 
leisure from the active duties of their cal
ling, but they cannot employ it for the im
provement of their minds. There are hours 
without occupation which, could they be 
spent in reading useful works, might be made 
productive.—

“ But knowledge to their eyes her Maple psge,
Kich with the spoil» of time doth ne'er unroll,*’

for the rigid etiquette of the shop forbids 
them to read. We ask no abrogation of 
those rules which, however heavily they 
may fall upon young men who have a thirst 
after knowledge, and who keenly feel the 
waste of so many precious hours, are yet, 
we dare say, indispensably requisite to the 
well-ordering of extensive mercantile estab
lishments ; but we do earnestly join with 
our young fellow citizens in asking a fair 
consideration of the well-weighed propo
sals which have emanated from the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, and the adop
tion of which we firmly believe would be 
attended with happy effects.

749 was reported, the largest that his ever ; litterateur. He speaks with negligent ease, 
been realized. During the last year the . like a man who knew everybody, and had

From England.
We have much pleasure in introducing 

to our readers the letter of a correspondent 
in England, from whose pen the Provincial 
Wesleyan will probably continue to receive 

communications of interesting intelligence.
May, 29th 1857.

The “ May Meetings ” form one of the 
most gratifying features of our age and 
country. It cannot be disputed, when we 
consider the wide-spread organisations there 
represented, and the objects for which they 
exist, that this is emphatically the age of 
benevolence. And if we compare these 
agencies with those of a similar character 
one or two generations hack, the assertion 
may thus, comparatively speaking, be taken 
as true.

We glance first of all at our own Wes
leyan Missionary Society’s Anniversary. 
This was all the most sanguine could de
sire. At the request of the Secretaries, the 
able and voluminous report was read by the 
Rev. J. H. James, of the City Road Circuit, 
who is reputed to be the most perfect mas. 
ter of elocution among us ; and but rarely 
has such a lengthened document been read 
in that mammoth hall which has been listen
ed to with such attention and evident de
light. The income reported was £119,205, 
a small advance upon the last year. By 
this large income the current expenditure of 
the Society had been met, and the old debt 
of £6,397 cancelled. It was, therefore, 
matter for considerable congratulation that, 
the first time for the last, seventeen years, 
the society was free from the incubus of 
debt. The addresses delivered were all of 
a very high order, and possessed in an emi
nent degree the element of adaptation to the 
occasion. Pastor Monod of the French Re
formed Protestant Church, Dr. M'Crie of 
the English Presbyterian Church, and Mr. 
Thomas Chambers of the United Presbyte
rian Church, were the only speakers from 
other denominations, except the chairman, 
the Hon. A. Kinnaird, who belongs to the 
Church of England. But this was no da
mage to the meeting, for there are do men 
who can speak so well on a missionary plat
form as Methodist ministers. Accordingly 
in powerful accents did President Young 
plead for Australia and the West Indies, the 
Rev. W. Shaw lor South Africa, and the 
Rev. J. Calvert lor Feegee. Perhaps the two 
speeches marked by the largest amount of 
originality, profound thought, and eloquence, 
were those delivered by Dr. Etheridge and 
the Rev. S. W. Christophers. Character
istic and telling, but brief, addresses were 

iven by Drs. Bunting and Hannah, the 
levs. Thos. Jackson and John Scott. Dr. 

Bunting, although in his 77th year, was 
able to sit out the whole meeting, which 
lasted for seven hours. Much was said by 
the different speakers in reference to the 
movement set on foot by James S. Budget!, 
Esq., son of the “ successful merchant,” to 
raise our missionary income to .£150,000 
the next year : and the sentiment was all 
but universal that it should he done. And 
should this proposal become a reality, we 
should be able to add at least 100 to our 
GOO missionaries now in the field.

The Baptist Missionary Society, though 
not the largest, is one of the best, and was 
nearly the first in (he field. Its anniversa
ry was presided over by the Earl of Shaf
tesbury. The treasurer, Sir Samuel Mor
ton Peto, reported the income for the year 
to be £21,752, being an increase on the 
former year of £2,065. The principal 
speakers were the Rev. John Graham, Con- 
gregationalist, Judge Marshman, from India, 
and E. B. Underhill, Esq., the lay secreta
ry of the society, who has just returned 
from a visit of inspection which he has paid 
lo their stations in the East and West In
dies. Mr. Underhill has returned to this 
country with his convictions deepened as to 
the importance of missions to the heathen, 
and expresses his belief that more than ever 
must be done for British India.

The London Miss. Society, mainly support- 
by the Independents, retains its high place 
in the affections of British Christians. The 
peculiar features of the report presented at 
the anniversary related to Madagascar and 
Central Africa. Mr. Ellis’s second mission 
to Madagascar has opened bright prospects 
affecting the social and the spiritual welfare 
of the people in that island. And in conse
quence of Dr. Livingston's wonderful disco
veries in Africa, the directors of the society 
have been determined to make a beginning 
of missionary labor among the tribes of the 
newly discovered regions, towards the ex
penses of which missions a sum exceeding 
£2,000 has been already subscribed. Dr. 
Tidman, Foreign Secretary, stated that the 
total receipts of the society for ordinary por

te of from

total circulation of copies of the Scriptures 
has been 1,700,000, making upwards of 
thirty-two millions of copies since the com 
mencement of the Society in 1804. The 
meeting was most effectively addressed by 
the bishops of London and Winchester, and 
Dean Close of the Church of England, by 
the Rev. Wm. Shaw and Thomas Farmer, 
Esq., of the Wesleyan Connexion, by Dr. 
Angus and the Rev. B. W. Noel, Baptists, 
the Rev. Newman Hall, Independent, and 
by Dr. Tyog and Bishop Smith, of the 
United States.

The annual district meetings in connec
tion with the Wesleyan Body were 
held last week throughout England and 
Scotland, the West districts holding their 
meetings this week. The meetings have 
been of the most gratifying character. All 
disturbing influences appear to have subsid
ed. The utmost cordiality and harmony 
have prevailed. The whole of the collec
tions and funds show an upward tendency. 
Chapels and school buildings are rising up 
in all parts of the Connection free from 
debt And what is best of all, the statistics, 
so far as we have been able to collect them, 
make it certain that we shall have a net in
crease of some seven thousand in our mem
bership this year, besides nearly twenty 
thousand on trial. There have been no ex
tensive revivals among us during the year, 
but the increase bas been the result of a 
gradual improvement throughout the realm 
of Methodism.

Our next Conference will soon be upon 
us and for interest and importance it is look 
ed forward to as likely to be the most 
memorable we have had in the present gen
eration. Nearly the whole of our districts 
point emphatically to the Rev. F. A West, 
of Liverpool, as the new President, and it 
is anticipated that be will have a well nigh 
unanimous vote. For rare intellectual en
dowments, varied learning, manly indepen
dence, literary taste, industry and energy, 
Mr. West is esteemed and admired wher
ever he is known. He has done more than 
any other man lo establish the London 
Quarterly Review, a Review which has been 
the means of giving British Methodism no 
mean standing in the literary world.

An unusual number of important posts 
will have to be filled at the next Conference. 
A Governor of Kings wood School in the 
place of Rev. T. Cusworth, deceased, will 
have to he chosen. The Rev. S. Tindall, 
and the Rev. C. Prest are spoken of for this 
office. Then it is known that we shall 
want one, if not two new editors. Dr. 
Rule has intimated his intention to resign, 
and prodigious efforts Australia is making 
to induce our senior editor, the Rev. W. L. 
Thornton, to leave England and take the 
supervision of certain institutions of learn
ing in that rising empire. Mr. Arthur, too, 
has resigned his office of missionary secre 
tary, having resolved to spend whatever 
strength and life he may have entirely in 
the work of preaching Jthe gospel. We 
have only heard of the "nev. T. Gilchrist 
Wilson's name in connection with the office 
of editor, and should he receive the appoint
ment our serial literature, excellent as it is 
now, will be still farther improved.

The Rev. F. J. Jobson’s volume on Arne
tt and American Methodism is passing

rapidly through the press, and we are look
ing for it with considerable impatience.

X. X.

A Constellation of Lecturers.
KOSSUTH—THACKER Y----PCKSHON.

The following article is from the Leeds 
Mercury : —

It has happily chanced lo this town and 
neighborhood, to have bad a constellation of 
brilliant stars pass over our firmament 
during three successive evenings of this 
week. Very, very different hare been the 
characters of the men and the subjects of 
their lectures ; but each in his'line has been 
eminent, and each his attracted overflow
ing audiences. Louis Kossuth, who once 
wielded at his will the popular Diet of Hun
gary, has addressed the working men of 
Bradford on the political condition of 
Europe. Mr. Thackeray, the novelist has 
lectured to the Leeds Mechanics’ Institution, 
on the “ Character and Reign of George 
III.” And the Rev. W. M. Punshon, the 
eloquent Wesleyan minister, has repeated 
in our largest place of worship, to the 
Young Men’s Christian Institute of Leeds, 
the lecture which he first gave in Exeter 
Hall, London, on that noble old English 

orthy, “ John Bunyan.” Outlines and 
portions of all these lectures appeared in a 
single publication of the Mercury on Thurs
day.

It is one of the consequences of the strug
gle of popular freedom against the giant 
lespotisms of Eastern Europe, that such a 

man as Louis Kossuth, after having led 
the representative assembly of Hungary, 
and for a time governed the country, should 
be cast upon our shores like the main-mast 
or figure-head of some noble ship which has 
been wrecked in the storm. We do not 
concur in all M. Kossuth's views ; but we 
believe him to have been a sincere friend of 
liberty and of his country ; and it is notori
ous that he is a man ol high political capacity, 
of wonderful power of acquiring knowledge, 
of genuine virtae, and of commanding elo
quence. It is a sad yet inspiring spectacle to 
see the governor of millions a solitary exile, 
standing in pensive dignity before a great 
English audience, preferring an all but 
hopeless plea for his down-trodden country. 
His ample and finely turned forehead, his 
large, clear, reflective eye, the air of blend
ed authoritiy and resignation which habitu
ally sits upon his countenance, his well-knit 
figure, his graceful action, and the rich 
tones of a powerful bnt not stentorian voice, 
prepare his audience for the earnest and 
eloquent discourse which awaits them. In 
the splendid hall at Bradford, where four 
thousand eager listeners hung upon his lips, 
and cheered him with their generous sym
pathy, hi- eye kindled, and he spoke in the 
tone of fortitude and reviving hope. HU 
accent was foreign, bgt he has acquired a 
wonderful command of our language, and 
even of its idiom* and pronunciation. He 
delivered an address characterized by large 
views, accurate knowledge, powerful rea
soning, lofty thoughts, and above all, by 
a perradingjbatred of tyranny, and passion 
for freedom. We have neither space nor 
Inclination to criticise those views from 
which we differ. They are only too natur
al in suffering patriot. They are allied

-Li-_______________j_____s __ Z— «im

poses bad been £67,297, an advance 
two to three hundred pounds on the previ
ous year. The advocacy 5* the meeting
w»s above the average order, especial ** .. ... . r . , . - , ...
startling incident and an acceptabto variety. I to '"‘“‘P?»
A Oturch.ao, ^ Robert Grosvenor. Ire^eraiion of LnJ. U copied the chair, and the Church of Eng-1 aspirations we beartily^sympathise ;

read everything ; and, moreover, who saw

tbaraefer at a glance, and could paint it 
Uth half a dozen strokes. His penchant is 
for the fashionable circles, notwithstanding 

that their vices and foibles are the subjects 
of his unsparing satire. Yet he appreciates 
the good, the simple, the truly noble, and 
possesses deep feeling and pathos. His 
manner in lecturing is equally far removed 
from the stiffness of the professor, and from 
the earnestness of the orator. It is that of 
a gentleman stepped out of the Hubs of 
Pall Mall, to talk in a free, colloquial way 
about the manners and morals of the court
ly and fashionable circles of the latter half 
of the eighteenth century. But Mr. Thack
eray’s ease is not that which Byron calls 
“ the easy writing what should be easy read
ing.” It is the ease of power and of high 
taste ; it is a studied negligence, but success
fully and perfectly studied. His fine voice 
and faultless delivery give to this dégagé, 
but terse and elegant style, just the effect 
desired. The portraiture of George the 
Third is, we believe, very just, though paint
ed in the manner of the satirist rather than 
of the historian. It does not lack the favo
rable colors required by the monarch’s sin
cere intentions, benevolence, courage, vir
tue and earnest zeal for religion. The lec
ture was a series of slight but brilliant 
sketches of character and manners. If any 
hearer came expecting profound or compre
hensive views of English history or politics 
during the eventful reign of the Third 
George ; if he sought information concern
ing the great social developments, or moral 
and religious changes, or industrial enter
prises, or mechanical revolutions, or legis
lative reforms or scientific discoveries of 
that age—if be wished to see portraits of 
Washington or Napoleon, of Nelson or Wel
lington, of Fox or Pitt—he would be dis
appointed, jost because Mr. Thackeray de
signed no such thing. All these matters arc 
to be found elsewhere. Our humorist keeps 
to his own line, and, therefore, he draws his 
materials from Miss Burney, George Sel- 
wyo, Horace Walpole, and a host of me
moirs of persons who never went east of 
Charing Cross, or at least of Drury Lane, 
and but occassionally lounged into the House 
of Commons. Johnson, Burke, and Sir 
Joshua are exceptions, and they all receive 
honor due. But with those exceptions, and 
old royal George himself, Mr. Thackeray 
confines himself to the haut ton—the richest, 
gayest, we must add (in those days) the 
vainest and bollowest classes of London so
ciety. His lecture was a masterly piece of 
art, wrought oot of dazzling tinsel.

How great the contrast between this lee. 
tare and the next, in the speakers, the sub
jects, and the spirit ! Sweep away the vain 
paraphernalia of fashion and folly, of comedy 
and farce, and make room for the plain, 
grand figure of a good man. Ah ! honest, 
hard-favoured, brave, gentle, holy “John 
Bunyan !” Welcome, thrice welcome, im
mortal dreamer! And welcome, too, thy 
warm-hearted and eloquent admirer ! Bat 
now we are transported from the crowded 
Music Hall to the more crowded and vaster 
area of Oxford Place Cha pal, with an audi
ence piled up almost to the ceiling. AYho 
stands in the front of that platform, attract
ing every eye ? No Demosthenes of a 
popular diet. No Aristophanes, flashing 
his attic wit around the theatre. A plain 
preacher, whose tone and manner are unmis
takably Methodist, is going to talk to us 
about a horribly vulgar, quaint old Baptist ! 
Be it so. Let us listen. The speaker is 
fluent at any rate, and his words are good, 
as well as quick and plentiful. How earnest 
the man is ! Ha ! he is a scholar, and can 
handle history as well as Scripture. Yes, 
and poetry adorns his swelling periods.— 
What glowing imagination, what beautiful 
figures, what elevated thoughts, what fervid 
passion ! How true that is, how good, how 
noble ! how he is carried away ! how he 
carries his audience with him ! AVhy, be 
is an orator ! Was John Bunyan really the 
hero and genius described ?

Such we can conceive to be the exclama
tions of a person who had never before 
been inside a Methodist chapel, and knew 
nothing about John Bunyan, except that ne 
was an unfashionable and refractory local 
preacher, who was never at the University. 
Mr. Punshon treated his subject with admi
rable ability, allowing his soul to kindle at 
the deeds of Christian heroism of which be 
spoke, and at the inspiration from Heaven 
which visited Bunyan in his midnight vigils 
in the “ den ” of Bedford. He digressed 
sometimes, in order to apply the lessons 
yielded by Bunyan's history to the young 
men whom he was chiefly addressing. But 
it was a lecture calculated to do much good, 
by showing how venerable goodness is, and 
by producing a jusler appreciation of one of 
the most extraordinary books ever written. 
AVell would it be for society if the pure and 
Scriptural truths of the “ Pilgrim’s Pro
gress ” were written in the hearts and con
sciences of our youth—if the manly deci
sion of Christian and his companions, to set 
out and persevere in the heavenward jour
ney, were universally imitated—if the mani
fold and base temptations of this great 
Vanity Fair were thoroughly understood— 
if the unspeakably important claims of tbe 
soul and of eternity were recognized. And 
well would it be if the heroic conscientious
ness of John Bunyan, in despising pain and 
shame for the sake of openly confessing 
Christ, were copied in an age and country 
where, though imprisonment can no longer 
be inflicted, shame and reproach must still 
often be endured by those who would con
sistently obey the Gospel.

We have gone a little out of our usual 
course in this article ; but perhaps the ex
traordinary public interest felt in the lec
tures, and the real claims of the subjects 
and the men, may justify us to our readers

the spirit of Wesleyan Methodism. Every step, then liberality *oolU vie with prudence, and 
therefore, has been deliberate, each successive tbe Church now in course of erection should net 
resolution well considered, and all warranting be suffered to stand Military without those ad- 
the hope that tbe Mission will become one of juncts which are needed lor Minister, tor School, 
our established Institutions, an honour to our for Library, and for Classes. Tbe Home Mis- 
Chnrcb, and a blessing lo the Empire. ! -non, it is understood, will accept tbe charge of

t his near accomplishment ol a tact might ! making up deficiencies oi yearly maintenance, 
seem td preclude the necessity ol any formal ait- i but, once tor all, tbe real already evidenced by

some, will doubtleas be awakened in all to whom 
application, direct or indirect, is made, so that 
the enterprise will not be cramped at the com
mencement. Could Mr. AVesley, in the days of 
Haimes, have foreseen tbe founding a Mission 
to Soldiers, a Mission that may promote a world
wide extension ol his great work ol revival into 
the British Army, surely be would have rejoiced. 
The least that his spiritual children can do is to 
sustain it out of their abundmee, and to bless it 
with their prayers.

lued at I40.o00.000 sterling ever
then, beneath the soil, there

some reasons which j rust i f v this Mission. After 
tbe return of the regiments from tbe seat of war 
with Russia, aud during the embarkation of re
cruited regiments (or China, while one war 
after another compels the people of Great Brit
ain to leel their dependence, under God, on tbe 
army and navy for tbe security of our homes, 
tbe honour ol our country, and the very exis
tence of British life and interests abroad, it is 
but natural that good men should a«k themselves 
wbat can he done to promote the spiritual and 
eternal welfare of the armv. Officers and men
hazard tbeir lives in our defence—myriads of 
them are launched into eternity whenever a war 
of any magnitude occurs—yet the soul of a sol
dier is worth as much as the soul of a farm- 
labourer or a West Indian negro, or any other 
fellow man—to none of them we owe such a 
debt of gratitude as to tbe men who fight our 
battles and perish in the fray—to none have we 
been so slow, even to acknowledge tbe debt, 
much more to pay it. Bnt tbe formation of some 
great military schools suggests tbe opportunity 
for performing a long neglected duty. At Al
dershot especially, tbe largest oi them, far away 
from any civilian places of worship, and unpro
vided with tbe means ot grace to which no small 
part ol the soldiers have been accustomed in 
tbeir youth, a vast mass of men, with wives and 
children not a few, awaits our care. Many of 
ol those men were baptized by AVesley an Min
isters, led early to join in our worship, and to be 
taught in our daily and Sunday Schools. Pov
erty or sin has sent them into tbe ranks, where 
indeed they are well fed and c lothed, and put 
under a salutary discipline, yet where they find 
new facilities for tbe indulgence of animal pas
sions, and are beset with every incentive to lm 
morality. All this is lamentable, and war itselt

Mission to Soldiers.
[From the London Watchman.]

The AVesleyan Mission to the Camp at Aider- 
shot is no longer a project but an undertaking 
actually in progress. It began in a few quiet 
visits to tbe Camp, a few conversations with sol
diers in their huts, some interviews with the 
General commanding and other officers, some 
correspondence with a yet superior authority, 
some deliberations in a small committee, and a 
fall discussion of tbe matter in Conference. Tbe 
Conference committed it to the entire body of 
London Ministers, who appointed a committee 
of tbeir number, which has been enlarged by the 
addition of several influential gentlemen, having 
axpooeBCt iff bymeap «ff well as knowledge of

is a great evil, bnt if ihe Good Shepherd 
Souls bas inspired His followers with any ol His 
own pity, and if they do not coldly resist that 
heavenly Impulse, they will show compassion to 
the prodigals of their own family cast into the 
midst ol inch a multitude ; and tbe Christian pa
triot cannot fail to perceive that these great mile 
tary masses, if neglected, must be a corse to the 
country, but if leavened and elevated by religi 
oils influence, may be a blessing to the whole 
world. Our own direct interest in the army is.in 
calcnlably great. AVe have just heard of a single 
party of recruits, consisting of twenty-five men, 
of whom sixteen are children of AVesleyans and 
Independents, and the Serjeant in charge of 
them is a Class Leader, and although this may 
not be an exact specimen of the whole Protes
tant portion of the army, it is not a solitary in
stance of tbe kind, and certainly goes to explain 
the reason why such numerous companies march 
every Sunday to the Wesleyan Chapels in Ihe 
neighborhood of their barracks, in the fr 
towns where the necessary measures have been 
taken to obtain tbeir attendance, and where the 
resident Minister and tbe. commanding officer 
are brought into personal communication. Mul
titudes, too, that never worshipped in any con
gregation, now prefer tbe simplicity and earnest 
ness of the Wesleyan ministry, and since they 
must attend somewhere on the morning of the 
Lord's Day, make tbeir election accordingly 
and return themselves with Methodists. This 
general fact is a sufficient challenge to faithful 
fulness, and it would be impossible to justify an 
apathy that should refuse to meet it. Apathy, 
however, is not to be apprehended in this case, 
nor in any other where a fair appeal is made in 
a good cause.

In darker limes tbe soldier was not suffered to 
worship God in “church parade,"except under 
chaplaincies of the Anglican, Roman, or Scottish 
churches. All other communions were contemp
tuously ignored. But the policy of the British 
Government has long been enlarged, and it 
now eighteen years since tbe Queen sanctioned 
the following General Regulations to the Army : 
“ Commanding officers of Regiments are to be 
particularly attentive, that no roldier, being a 
Roman Catholic, or of any religious persuasion 
differing from the Established Church, shall be 
compelled to attend divine worship of the Church 
of England, but that every soldier shall be at full 
liberty to attend the worship of Almighty God 
according to the forms prescribed by his own rrli 
gion, when military duly does not inter 1ère." 
This is the charter of Religious Liberty in tbe 
British Army, of which the Romanists at once 
took the fullest advantage, and they have many 
priests receiving pay from Ihe public purse, while 
as ye», AVesleyan Methodism has not contribut
ed, saving the brief sojourn of Mr. Bachelor in 
tbe Criemea, a single Chaplain. It is, however, 
most gratifying to know that if there be any re
proach ol inaction it will now be wiped away, 
and for several months past an Intimation fiom 
tbe Horse Guards has been in tbe hands of Gen. 
Knolly, commanding at Aldershot, that the AVes
leyans are coming thither to nse their privilege.

Yesterday, as we are authorised to announce, 
the ground was surveyed, and the first step taken 
tor the instant erection ot an iron Church, capa
ble of receiving about a thousand men, and we 
understand that a Minister, competent to dis
charge tbe various and arduous duties of that 
central Mission, will be recommended to the 
Conference fof permanent appointment. Mem
bers ol our Church will come thither from all 
parts of the Emptfe, especially Irom the Mission 
stations, requiring prompt welcome, and minia- 
teriil watchfulness ; and many, it may be confi
dently expected, will there be brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, and admitted into our 
communion. Over them, also, tbe Superinten
dent of that station will watch, and not trusting 
to any favourable contingencies, be ready to 
transfer them to the care of bis brethren on I fie 
Home Circuits or the Foreign Stations, whither
soever they may go on removal from the Sum
mer Camp or AVinler Barracks of Aldershot.— 
Thus will be realised a desire of the Conference 
long ago expressed in a circular letter to Minis
ters at Military Stations, to assemble the AVes
leyan soldiers in their own places of worship, 
and at once provide them w.th our accustomed 
means ol grace. Some details have already 
appeared in our columns, and no doubt, more 
will be forthcoming as the work advances, hot 
we understand that the material preparations 
for it can only advance in equal step with the 
subscriptions ol its Iriends. By these alone can 
tbe Mission be established, and it is determined 
to leave not the smallest debt upon tbe premises, 
nor to allow the accumulation of liabilities like 
those which have too long encumbered Trust 
Estates, but to adapt tbe scale of the establish 
ment to tbe extent of means afforded. Bnt it 
this prudence is to be exerted in tbe manage
ment of an undertaking to great, so neces
sary, and so public : of an undertaking con
ducted under the eye of Government, although 
without its pecuniary help, and in full view ot 
the army itself ; of an undertaking that is sure 
to provoke constant opposition in quarters 
which it is not necessary to specify, hot with 
which post experience bee made ns too familiar

Speech of the Rev. Dr. Etheridge,
OF PKNRYX, AT THE LATE MEETING IN 

EXETER HALL OF THE WESLEYAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

It is a matter ot great thankfulness to Al 
mighty God that tbe position of the Society is 
such as to warrant tbe most solemn and elevated 
hope of the consummation of that work for the 
accomplishment of which all its agencies are em 
ployed. It is evident, Sir, from the complexion 
of tbe facts to which we have been listening, 
that tbe AVesleyan Missionary Society has never 
occupied a more imposing and commanding po
sition than at tbe present moment. Its friends 
were never more numerous; its results were never 
more hopeful ; tbe range of its operations was 
never more extensive ; and its agents, instructed 
by the lessons of experience as well as by the 
teaching of that supernatural light which is 
promised to all Christ's evangelists, are going 
farward in tbeir work, thanking God and taking 
courage, and looking for tbe full fruition of the 
good for which they toil, and for which they 
are willing not only to live but to die. AVe find 
these men employed in almost all tbe zones of 
tbe earth, and in all tbe climates of the globe. 
They cross every sea ; they land on every 
shore ; their footsteps are traceable as well in 
the snows of the Arctic as in the sands of tbe 
Torrid wastes. Their words are going out 
through all tbe earth, and tbe truth, syllabled by 
tbeir tongues, is heard by the dwellers in the 
ends of the world. Debtors alike to the bond 
and the free,—to them that are near, and to 
them that are afar off,—they are proclaiming 
tbe same Gospel to tbe civilized and to tbe sa
vage, as being the only legitimate instrument 
upon which the human mind can repose for Ihe 
accomplishment of a work of salvation in Ike 
soul. So we find them at work among our 
neighbors just across tbe Channel, and among 
our Catholic but most imperfectly Christianised 
fellow-subjects in Ireland. AVe find them among 
tbe Germans in AVortembnrg,—men bewildered 
in tbe mazes ol an infidelity literally atheistic. 
AVe find them at work among the French, who 
are making one experiment, after another in the 
politics of this world, in quest of a repose that the 
nation can only find under tbe sceptre of tbe 
living God. AVe find them among the negro 
races of tbe A Vest Indies—smong the Ashanlees, 
tbe Mohammedans, the Hottentots, and the Kaf
firs ol the continent of Africa—among the 
worshippers of the son, and light, and air, and 
the thousands of gods of the continent of India— 
among tbe man-eaters and devil worshippers of 
the South Sea Islands—among the sophisticated, 
selfish, heartless, and cruel Chinese—among our 
colonized brethren across tbe Pacific, peopling 
a land which is evidently marked out by Provi
dence to be the scene of great and beneficial 
events in tbe history of the world in coming 
ages—and in all these spheres of labor, actuated 
by one principle, animated by one promise; liv- 
for one end, and borne upwards in their toilsome 
and perilous work by tbe consciousness that you 
are with them in your wishes, in your prayers and 
in your perpetuated effort to support and sustain 
them in tbe location they have sought. Id 
achieving this meet Christian task, we are ac
complishing one of the most solemn obligations 
of our probationary life—we are doing good to 
our own country in using those fortns of instru
mentality which promote the trAst interest 
of our brethren in other nations. As I know 
that the number of minutes assigned to me is 
limited, I will first seize upon that solitary 
thought and dwell upon it for a few moments 
before I sit down. It has often been urged by 
the opponents of Missionary efforts that their 
friends snd promoters are exceedingly zealoos 
about the welfare of people ten thousand miles 
off, but totally unconcerned about the wel
fare of those nearer, and at home. “ Look 
around you," they say, “ and lend your efforts 
to the amelioration of your own country ”— 
AVe do so, Sir,—snd wc are doing it, among 
other forms of effort, in this very way—we are 
fulfilling the trust that Providence has confided 
lo Britain, and wi'hout the fulfilment of which 
many a blessing that England now enjoys must 
be of transient duration. The Christian man 
believes and knows that England has tbe mis
sion assigned her of extensively evangelizing 
the world. In attempting the fulfi Intent ol that 
duty, therefore, we accomplish a wort that 
brings millions of the benedictions of God upon 
our land, and the failure of which would on tbe 
other band, we have every reason to fear, bring 
maledictions instead. Sir, when the first Chris
tian Missionary who landed on these shores 
preached tbe first Christian sermon, there was a 
voice heard whose echoes are sounding to-day 
in the most remote parts of the earth. Then 
was planted the germ of a tree the shadowing 
branches of which are giving shelter to the na
tions, and the leaves of which can heal them- 
then, Sir, were laid the foundations of that Bri- 
tish empire whose sceptre is going forth With a 
wider and more beneficent sway each year of 
time-for it is Christianity that has made Britain 
what she is, and it is Chistianity alone that can 
make her wbat she is destined to be. The reli
gion of tbe Bible is tbe palladium of oar land —
It is this which gives wisdom to her—it is ibis 
which gives solidity and strength to her constitu
tion—it is that which gives stability to her throne. 
This inconsiderable spot of land as it appears on 
a corner of tbe map of tbe world, bas under 
tbe influence of Christianity developed an impe
rial pbwer that moves the world. England, Sir, 
has become by the inscrutable Providence of 
heaven tbe emporium of commerce to tbe wor d 
at large—she has become tbe citadel of liberty 
flaming with the banner ot hope—she has be
come tbe canal of political influence for tbe 
world at Urge—she has become tbe sanctuary of 
truth lor tbe world at Urge. This little spot, 
which tbe foreigner looks upon in tbe corner of 
tbe map, and which when he visits be can tra
verse in a few boars, and find himse.l surrounded 
on all sides by rocks and waves^has become the 
fortress of troth and the temple of Christianity, 
to which the eyes of all nations are looking from 
year to year. Has God dealt with any other 
nation in this manner ? Let us look at the tem
poral benefits that be bas entrusted to us, and 
ask, “ AVhy are these things oar own—Why is 
it, that even in the mtural resources of our 
country we have the advantage of nations of ten
fold territorial extent V Onr scanty soil pro
duces harvests heavier than others in proportion 
Tbe agricultural produce of this country is va-
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opulence in ihe mines of metal and ot coal, w|_ 
Uy open to us the means not only at the u.,,],” 
plication ot money itseU, but the mean- ,it lni^ 
ing money in our intercourse with other juutsof 
the world. In the present advanced <titc v 
civilisation no people can make anything lit, 
an eminent stand in the arts and manufacture, 
of file, without ,-oxl. In France Be 
giom, and Spain. and Italy, there is v,r, j^i 
eoal worthy of the name ; m titissu, non. pp 
is a circumstance that disable- them trom 
rational hope ot Iwting our competitors. But 
is a singular circumstance that it is onl» fcitnj 
where the foot of the Anglo-Saxon tread- p, 
soil, as if Heaven bail confined this invaia^j, 
instrument ol improvement and civilisation t 
a race in whom he has implanted nohic 1Ia— 
ses after liberty, and alter the regeneration ,i 
tbe moral nature ol man. Then, Sir, when 
traveller steps upon the quays of 1-ondon-wh^ 
be looks upon tbe astounding scene tbs! rereai, 
itself to his eyes, he knows very well that he ,, 
in the midst of the metropolis of the world He 
bas seen in our seaport harbours prouil 
lying in repose, whose thunders hare l„elv 
awed tbe world to peace. But as he come. Up 
yonder river a forest of masts, hewn on the 
mountains of all tbe lands of tbe globe, become 
to his sight the symbols of the peaceful enter
prises of commerce, lie sees on either side ot 
tbe river whole cities of warehouses, and then 
around and beyond, for miles and miles, the 
eye becomes overwhelmed with the activities „t 
tbe multitudinous and never-ceasing effort t 
promote the civilisation and comfort and well- 
being of millions and millions both it honteanj 
abroad. As he walks along yonder gréa; 
thoroughfares, his eye discover» tokens ol weslth 
more impressive than those that Aladdin fuel 
upon when he explored the Eastern esterai bv 
means of bis lamp, and all the more impnaire 
Irom the entire absence of ostentation. 11s 
passes by some quiet looking houses, with names 
hardly legible upon them, but he learns tbs, 
twenty-nine ol these houses have within one 
year passed no less than £ 860,000,000 of moos, 
fhrongh their clearing rooms, after tbe rtlr ol 
£.1,000,000 sterling per day. He learns that th, 
loans of one of these bouses amount to ilO.tW,- 
Ooo in the year—he learns that iltboygh ol 
every hundred houses in I-on Jon only soma 1er tv 
are insured, tbe insurance property ol London 
amounts to no less than half a billion ol ntone. 
He goes further west. He enters the House ot 
Commons. He finds tbe Chancellor of the Ex
chequer developing the finances of tbe nation 
lie learns there that Ihe results of the commerce 
of tbe past year have poure I into the coffers nt 
England the stupendous amount of lietweeu 
£300,000,000 and £40u,000 ihmi of money. lie 
learns in conversation that the gold itself— the 
solid bullion brought last year from Aidons 
alone, amounted lo no less than one hundred and 
twenty tons in weight. He is assured that Ihe 
same kind ol average is now being realised, and 
that it will lie realised lor years and years, and 
it may be, lor ages to come. He learns, then, 
that he stands amongst the richest [utopie un
der heaven ; and if he lie a man of reflection— 
if he lias lead history—if he has thought of 
the dealings of God with other nations,—be 
asks, “ AA hy are this people so endowed ? — 
Then God lias given u« the grant of actual 
dominion in the earth—we will speak nothing 
of money more ; if money will evangelise the 
world, England can accomplish Ihe task without 
feeling it ; but money alone cannot do it. God 
baa given us dominion in the earth—physical 
dominion. Sir. AA'e have tbe command of flu 
ocean. Onr fleets are abroad upon all its waters. 
More than this, we have Ihe command of those 
salient points here and there upon the watery 
ways of the earth, which will give to ns the 
wardenahip of the high road to any land and to 
every nation. Sgch is Gibraltar ; such is Malta 
in the Mediterranean ; such are the Ionian Is- 
lands in tbe Levant ; such are Bermuda and St. 
Helena lor the two Atlantics ; the Cajie for the 
way to tbe East Indies; Vancouver’s Island for 
tbe Pacific ; Singapore for the Indian Archi
pelago; Aden lor the Red Sea ; and so on. 
Many other places of Ihe same kind we might 
mention. Now, Sir, the country that can com
mand Ihe possession of these—shall I say, toll-
gates of the great ocean highway ?—may he
regarded aa the trident bearing Mistress of tbe 
civilized world. Therefore, we wonder not that 
a great statesman of another land should have 
averred that England’s possession of these salient 
points in tbe ocean will give her at any time a 
prowess of a military kind equal to tbe posses
sion of a million of men under arms. AVIulst 
referring to those military points where Eng. 
land's red cross waves over these rocks ol the 
ocean, be eloquently speaks of tbe drum beat at 
sunrise, following the hours of Ihe day, incei- 

itly accompanying tbe sun with the martial 
aira of England, and the never-ending prayer of 
tbe anthem that God would save the Queen. 
These points are, however, bnt gates, so to 
speak, to the interior territories stretching far 

and west and north and south, in Africa, in 
India, in Canada, in Australia,— territories 
which are ever on tbe enlargement, for tbe ter
ritorial power of England is increasing erery 
year, and no sagacity may define where the 
limit at length may be drawn Moral power- 
moral dominion—is ours as well. Our cha
racter stands high. Our very name, Sir, as 
every man who has travelled in other lamb 
knows, is a talisman of power. An Englishman 
who lives worthy of tbe name he bears is re
garded as a kind ol noble among the human 
race. Onr language becomes the lommo* 
vehicle of npeech not only in our vast colonial 
and continental territories in ihe East, but among 
onr friends and illleazm the. continent of Europe 
It ticcomes evident every year that the English 
will by and bye be tbe common speech in the 
way of intercommunication amongst the people* 
of the earth, and will very likely in due ti* 
supplant many others. Aliove all, Sir, we haw 
tbe Gospel—the AA'ord of G oil—with power soi 
much assurance—whence this amazing mnaifw 
tat ton ol grace, under which—for we know ** 
God has not made a grain of sand in vais, * 
appointed the existence of a reptile or an inwd 
without some wise design,— we have been ena
bled to build up edifices of power and adapt* 
lion, such as those which meet the eyes of tb4 
man who ponders Ihe call of England in her 
relations wiih tbe world, AVe have that wbi'k 
will make the world free—we have that which 
will communicate the benefit of the prince to th* 
poor. It is in the Gospel. AVe have that which 
will sanctify the savage, nursed in tbe lap «• 
murder, and transform him Irom a brute to » 
man, from a man to a saint. AVe bave it in 'h* 
Gospel. England has Ibis power in trust. Let 
her be faithful to the trust, and her name wi 
be perpetual—let her be faithlese to that troth 
and we cannot guarantee her existence in her 
present character tor ball a century. The Fro 
pbet once saw a gigantic image of tbe world- 
power wiih » bead of gold, and arms of silver, 
and thighs of iron, and feet of clay. Grandly 
this Herculean Colowus gleamed upon his sigMi 
and it had tbe appearance of a perpetuity ti 
perfect as the everlasting hills. But there can* 
an agency unseen and unexpected, under th 
pressure of which tbe spectacle of power begaa
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