— e

Probincial Tleslepan.

WEDNESDAY, FEB'®RY 7, 1832,

AT ROME ALSO.

—_—

If Jobn Wesley was not ope of the deep-
est thiokers of the age which he illustrated
by bis life aod labours, be was a man of
the most comprehensive views and of the
widest sympathiés. He was altogether
abead of the times in which be lived ; aod
be indulged in glowing expectations of the
resalts likely to accrue from that great re-
ligious movement with which he was so
conspicuously identified. That was a no-
ble sentimeat which he uttered when he
exclaimed, “The world is my parish.”
And yet it may be doubted whether be un-

" derstood the full import of that significant
.declaration. Broad as were his views,
high as were his expectations, it may be
doubted whether at any time he compre-
bended how world-wide was to be the mis-
sion of that Methodism of which he was the
chief apostle. It is doubtful whether he
ever to penetrated the future as to be able
to foresee to what dimensions the work in-
augurated under Providence by him would
grow even at a comparatively early day
after his departure. Even in his own clos-
ing daysfso grea:ly had the good work trans-
ceuded the limits of his expectations that io
reverential wonder he was led 1o exclaim,
“ What hath God wrought ?”

But were he wmow to revisit the little
wave-guarded Isle whose surface he so
ceaselesely traversed in the days ot his
evangelical t0il, what amazement would
scize him, if waitcd on by a ¢ surprise par-
ty” composed of representatives of his
spiritual descendants in both bemispheres,
commissioned to report to him the condition
of Methodism in the large parish he once
called his own. What a picturesque party
it would be, composed of men from many
climes, of many colours and many lan-
guages. What a story they would have to
tell] How his saintly features would glow
as he listened to the tale told by Old Coun-
pexion Methodists and New Coupexion
Me hodists aud Primitive Methodists and
Free Methodists, of labours for the common
Saviour from Lands End to the Orkneys,
and to and fro throughout Ircland. What
s marvellous recital of success would that
be which would shew forth the trials and
triumphs of Methodism from Quebec to
Mexico—fiom the city of Wolfe to the capi-
tal of Montezuma, from St. Joha's, New-
foundland to Victoria in Vanpacuver's Is-
land and to San Fraucisco. Nor would
the astonishment of the thrice blessed man
grow less when the spokesmen of the
Metkodism of Australasia, of Polynesia, of
Africa, Southern and South Western, of
India, of Chioa, of the West Indian.Isles,
of Fruoce, Germany, Scandinavia and
Italy, litted up their voices iu turn to tell
Lim what wonders the Lord had performed
in the lands from which they came. But,
perbaps, his greatest surprise would be
caused by the statement that at last Metho-
dism bad planted itself firmly at Rome also
—planted not in a stable outside the walls
of the ** eternal city,” nor in the shelter of
some ambassadorial mausion, protected by
a foreigu Protesiant flag, nor by sufferance
in its own hired house, but openly on oue
of the chief Romau thoroughfares in the
midst of a deose native population, in &
sanctuary which it could justly call its own,
in which it could pray and praise and
preach, wiihout fear of the Mamertiue pris-
ou or the dvngeons of the Iuquisition,
though the Pope was at the Vatican and the
Kiog of Iialy was in the Quirinal.

The venerable apostle of MetLodism is
Dot upon earth to hear such a remarkable
recital of varied success achieved by those
who rise up and call him blessed. None
the less wounderful, however, is the story
on that account. With much of this story
we huve long been familiar. With its clo-

sing portion we have been but lately made
acquainted. For it wus only a few weeks
20 that the manage:s of the British Wes-
leyan Missionary Society purchased at
Rome at aun expenze of about fifty thou-
sand dollars in an «xcellent posiiion, a va-
luable rauge of buildings, a part of which
has already beeu transformed into a com-
fortable place of worship in which divine
service is regularly celebrated in the Italian
language by an Italian Methodist miuister.
1. is delightful to learn that already there is

. |
plicated ou other grounds. Col.nplwotod as
it may be, however, this question must be
dealt with fairly and squarely. It has been
evaded far too long. For on the mecessify
of a revision all scholars whose judgment
is worth taking into account—and to them
alone does the decision belong—are l'zree_d
with striking unanimity. Its propriety 1s
uestioned by mauny. But these can pre-
sent no rational defence of their spirit of)
conservatism. Nor, in truth, is it luscepu-l
ble ot one. ‘These persons have been bab-,
ituated to regard our English version with
such loving veneration, that any chaoge in.
it would to them seem sacrilege. But all
such would do well to coosider that the
sole aim of revision is to render the sacred |
volume mere worthy of this veneration, and
that a feeling which would oppose this,
clinging to the admitted errors and defic-
jencies of the authorized version, is nothing
more nor less than superstition. Either
these errrors and deficiencies are seri-
ous, or they are not. On the former
hypothesis, every Christian should ad-
vocate revision. On the latter no Chris-
tian should object. To go on perpetuating
error in a matter so unspeakably important
as that of placing men in the perfect pos-
session of Divine truth as revealed in the
Word of God, is, in the words of an emi-
pent Biblical scholar of the preseut day,
“ 10 offer to God the unclean sacrifice of a
lie.”

The first thing to be considered in the
work of revision, is the character of the
text from which our present translation was
made. This is a very important question,
and its solution will largely color the sub-
sequent course of revision. Did the He-
brew Old Testament and the Greek New
Testament from which our translators made
their version, contain the tpsissima verba of
of the inspired men who wrote in those lan-
guages? Or if their Biblical criticism, ap-
plied to the selection of a text, failed to se-
cure the identical words employed by the
eacred authors, did it reproduce an identity
of meaning? These questions, Biblical
efitics are agreed in answering in the pega-
tive. The well known scrupulosity of the
Jews in trapseribing the eacred writings,
Las secured the absence, to a far greater
extent, of what are called various readings
in the case ot the Hebrew text. It, there-
fore, is more nearly perfect than the Greek
text of the New Testament. This is allow-
ed on all hands to be very faulty. Some
passages are iuterpolations ; some corrupt-
ed; some not- original. It is hard 1o
think,” says the London Quarterly Review,
* that any serious, candid man can wish to
have in bis Bible, words which have nothing
corresponding to them in any known Greek
manuscript whatever (thisis the case with
thirty words 1 Actsix. 5-6 ) or which are
pot found in the text of any Greek manu-
script earlier than the fifteeuth ceutury, (1
John v. 7.) *“Joha v. 4, referring to the
descent of the angel is undoubtedly spuri-
ons. There are grave doubts as to the nar-
rative of the woman taken in adultery. The
E Liopian Eunucl’s coufession of faith is
found in but ouve manuscript, and that, one
of the least valuable. Io the manuscipt of
the Book of Revelation on which Erasmus
based his text, the last six verses were en-
tirely waoting. ** Headmits that he sup-
plied them by trauslating the words of the
Vulgate iuto Greek aod his translation bas
been in part retained in the Textus Recep-
tus.” Alter this no further passages need
be cited. Enough bas been said to show
the pecessity of a good text of the original
tougues, as the indispensable basis of Bibli-
cal revision. And be it remembered that
our ability to secure such a text is far be-
yond what could possibly be the case in the
seventeenth century. More mannscripts
have been discovered; the old ones have
been more carefully collated ; modern schol-
arship and criticismm are far superior, to
those of 1611. Two methods of textual
revision are pessible. First, to adhere to
the Textus Receptus, makiog such chaoges
therein as shall seem warraoted. Second,
to entirely reconstruct the text. Each ot
these methods has its adherents; but the
latter would probably be the more satisfac-
t ry. At all eveuts the decision between
them should cause no delay. Textual re-
vision, it may be observed before concluding
this part of the subject, will include the ex-
ceedingly importaut matter of punctuation.
Muny obscure passages in the authorised
ver-iou will be rendered clear by a revised
punctuation ; but the changes thus made
capnot be here illustrated by examples.

Atter the securing of a pure text, will
come the work of translation proper. On
oue thing are all translators agreed That
is to retain, as far as can possibly be made
compatible with higher ioterests, the Eng-
lish of the existing version. Fortunately,
it will be possible to do this to so large an
exteunt, that the revised tranmslation will re-
semble King Jumes’s Bible in all that is
good. Itis not too much to say that s
place could never be taken by any version
into modern Eoglish, be its merits what
they would. All alike praise and feel what
Mr. Froude—himself facile princeps of
living English writers—calls ** the peculiar
[genius which breathes through it, the
mingled tencerness and ma)esty, the Saxon
simplicity, the preternatural grandeur, un-
equalled, unapproached in the attempted
improvements of modern scholars.” Good
in the main as the Eunglish is, however,

connected with this first Methodist sanctu-
ary in Rome a membership of fifty per-
sons, who in their devotious are said to
mauifest a degree of fervour like that which
characterizes Yorkshire Mothodists. One
Methodist Roman convert has died, aud it
is said emphatically that that oue died well.
Itis also affirmed by those who ought to
Xkuow that the prospect for Methodism at
Rome is very bright and promising. The
Methodist agents at work there seem to be
most zealous aud devoted men of God. It

is to be hoped their labours will be crown- | ouches. taches, habergeon, brigandine, wim- | P

ed with most abundant success
How easy it is 10 say that Methodism is

established at Rome also ; but of the accom- |

plishment of what astounding changes is
not that fact siguificant, and of what graud
resalts yet to be secured is it not the pledge.

J.R.N.

BIBLICAL REVISION.

The question of Biblical revision involves
more problews by far than is generally sup-
pos:d. The object proposed is, of course,
10 place in the hauds ot the public an Eng-
lish trapslution of the Scriptures which
shall reflect with accuracy, simplicity and
beauty, the meaniug of the various inspir-
ed writings that compose the sacred Canon.
To do this might at first sight appear to be
& task of po peculiar difficulty. That we
already possess so excellent a translation,
might even appear to render the labour
l.iglner. But apart from the fact that there
is far more to be taken into account than the
mere revision of the authorised version, the
very excellence of this version is a ditficulty
in itsclf.  How to preserve all that is good
In it, without sacriticiug the primary object,
18 & question that will still wnore serivusly

sowplicate what is alreedy sufficiently eom-

there are in it numerous obsolete words
and phrases from which it should be freed.
Certainly the most bigoted admirer of the
|authorized version ought not to object to
'the elimination of these, conveying, as they
| do, in some cases, absolutely no meaning to
!lhe modern ear, frequently, an imperiect
|one, aud sometimes oue that is eatirely er-
roneous. Our Bible surely should be freed
from everything that would prevent the
| bumblest believer from understauaing it.

not the vehicde. The expressions, take'
thought, take no thought, are found in sev-
eral pa: sages ot Scripture. To take thouyht
iwo ce: turies and a half ago, meant to be
anzious or distresscd, lo give way to sorrow
or despondency. Saul is made to use it
obviously in this meaning when he says to
his servant : Come, and let us return ; lest
my father leave caring for the asses, and
take thought for us.” But in many places
in the New Testament to take no thought
is but too commonly understood as inculcat-
ing & carelessness and want of prudence
totally alien to the Cbristian character.
Iufidels have thus beeu furnished with a gibe
agaiost & book which inculcates such a pre-
cept, and against the imagined incoasistency
of those who are not guided by it. Such
are a few of the archaisins from which the
existing translation should be freed. Those,
and those only, however, should disappear
which obscure the meaning the inspired
writers aimed at conveying. No one would
wish to lose the tender quaintness and
touching simplicity which leud such a charm
to the pages of our English Bible, and
place it by itself amoog books. But, before
leaving this part of the subject, it may be
observed that there are in it two classes of
expressions for the expurgation of which
there are strong reasons, and for whose re-
tention tew, if any, will be found to argue.
The first of these are those that, in the
words of a distinguished divie, * Are uufit
for public and unoecessary for private
use.” For there are in the authorized
version—and this no one can deny—words
and phrases which, to our more scrupulous
age, are repulsive, unobjectionable as lheyl
inay have been to our more coarse-minded,
plaio-spoken auncestors. That examples
cannot be here given is an argument 10
itself. The other class comprises the
frequently too literal translations of Hebrew
figurative phrases, such as, ** calves of our
lips,” meaning ** words of our moulh;"
«] bave given you cleanness of leelh,n
meaning ** I have given you great want ;
+ they are crushed in the gate,” meaning
¢ they are found guilty in a court of jus-
tice,” and many others of a like pature.
These changes are rendcred_necossary.by
the fact that the passages nee(.img correction
either convey an erroneous impression, or
are unmeaning or unendarable to the mod-
ernear. Even, however, when the Eonglish
in itself canoot be objected to, it still re-
maius tc be considered whether it adequate -
ly reproduces the meaning of the origioal. |
That in many cases it does vot, is the un-
animous testimouy of all scholars. In the i
gospel of St. Matthew, for instance, a com- |
petent judge estimates there are 1237 cases
of inaccurate translation, and 1089 in that
of St. Maurk. Such errors are in some
cases the result of carelessness, in a few, it
is to be feared, of doctrival bias, in most of
an upavoidable deficiency in that critical
scholarship which is the growth of modern
times. To carelessness, and carelessuess
alone, are probably d.e the fact that dikas-
osune i vometimes justification and some-
times righteousness; thal agape is love at
one time, at another, charity ; ihat for ove
Greek word, occurring but twenty-seven
times in all, there are no less than seven-
teen renderings; that the Eoglish word
trouble, is made to do duty for ten or twelve
in Greek ; that elpis is rendered saith in
Hebrews, x. 23, though the word properly
thus trans'ated occurs both before aud after
it in the same chapter. ** Cause to be car-
ried forth” iustead of ‘ carry forth” iu
Leviticus iv. 12, would bave deprived
Bishop Colenso ot one of his objections to
the Peutateuch. Should the last clause of
the third chapter of the Acts of the Apos-
tles be made to read, as it ought, ** And the
Lord added to the church daily those who
were beimg saved,” the public wou'd lose a
Calvinistic version—or perversion—wholly
uowarranted by the original- Aud the
doctrive of Final Perseverance would have
suffored & houvy blow if our translators
conld but have refraived from ioserting in
Hcbrews x. 38, italics which have vo busi-
ness there, and suffered that verse to read,
* Now the just shall live by faith ; but it he
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure
in him.” ‘The same Greek word occurs in
Acts xx., and St. Peter i. 5. Why is it
that, in the former case, it is trapslated
overseers, atd, in the lacter, bishop? Sim-
ply that the elders of the church at Ephesus
might not be made bishops, to the detri-
ment of the form of church government
adopted by the Anpglican establishmeot.
Very probably on a similar bias we
owe the rendering, ‘‘ At the pame of
Jesus every koee shall bow,” iostead
ot “In the name of Jesus every knee
shall bow.” *¢ Cloven tongues,” long sup-
posed to be symbolical of bishop’s mi-
tres—certainly as symbolical of them as of
anything else—should give way to *¢ divid-
ing tongues” or ‘‘ tongues dividing them-
selves.” The word, nephews, found in
I. Timothy 5. 4., was evidently suggested by
the nepotes of the vulgate, aud should be
changed for grandchildren. What addition-
al depth and impressiveness would be found
in the words ot the foolish virgins, were
they but rendered, as they should be : “Give
us of your oil, tor our lamps are going out.”
By a correction like this last. we should, in
the account of the miraculous draught,
read, ** the net was bursting,” or ** began to
burst,” iostead of ‘ the net brake.” The
last verse but one in the gospel ot St. Mat-
thew should have been trunslated: *“Go ye
into all the world aud make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them tafo the name of
the Fatber,” &c. In Ga'atia s, iii. 27, the
prepositiou is rightly trauvslated, as, indeed,
it is wherever the expression occurs with
which it is above counected. These are a
few, and but a few, of the mistranslations to
{be found in the authorized version. The
list might be indefivitely eolarged. But

He that would mainraio the contrary,
{shonld remember the text, ¢ ‘To the poor
ilhe Gospel is preached.” What would be

lost by remov.ng s.ch words as meesings,

ple, tabring, fitches, aud puuting in their
place others which all might readily under-
|stand ?  How puzzlivg to many is the use
(of the word let in passages such as the fol-
lowing: **It will work aud who shall let
it?* * Oftentimes I purposed to come
| unto you, but was let hitherto ;” * He who
now letteth will let till he be taken out of
the way.” That it has not here the mean-
ing it has always in modern English must
be obvious to all. At the time that our
traonslation was made, the verb let Lad two
{ meanings, or to speak correctly, there were
in ‘use two verbs of different derivations,
{and baving meanings diametrically opposed,
|but with the same spelling. The first came
\from the Anglo Saxon laetan, to permit,
|and this is the verb in so common use at
|the present day. The other is from a stem
| of the same language, lettan, to hinder, and
iis now totally obsolete. Will any one deny
Ill_uu. it would be better to remove the itali-
cized word in the passuges quoted above
(and substitute its modern equivalent? In
%I. Samuel it is said that * David left his
carriage in the hand of the keeper of the
|carriage,” and in the Acts of the Apostles
occur the words, “ Afier those days we took
up our carriages and went up to Jerusa-
lem.” Io these passages the wo:d carriage
| meacs what 1 carried and not that which
‘m or ia ether werds the daggage sud

there are oue or two other matters yet to
occupy o.r attention before we conclude,
and to then we proceed.

The existicg divisions into chapter and
verse should be relegated to their proper
iace—it they have any—the margin. A
| change that will so materially alter the ap-
pearance of the Bible will, no doubt, be re- !
garded by many with more dislike thao any |
part of revision yet mentioned. And yet
 there is no change the demand for which is

One or two matters of minor importanee
bave been left untonched. Meantion of these
has been precluded by the leagth to which
this article has already grown. That there
are difficulties in the work,—and serious
ones,—will e seen by a'l. Serious as they
may be, however, they are far from insu-
perable. Let all to whom the Bible is
dear—and who shall tell their pumber ?>—
consider the question calmly and carefully,
apart from their individeal likes and dis-
likes, which are but as * the small dust in
the balance ” when weighed against Truth.
Let them lend to the movement the sympa-
thetic support it so eminently merits. Then
will that be speedily accomplished which
bas been left too long undone, and the Eo-
glish Bible, the noblest heritage of the ** im-
perial race,” will givea to the world,
freed from all that Aow mars its beauty and
its correctness. /

N
GUYSBORO CORRESPONDENCE.

——

A SUGGESTIVE EXAMPLE.

Dear Sir,—Permit me to record an in
stance of thoughtful benevolence. Reuben
J. Hart, Esq., of Halifax, bas kindly pro-
vided that several families on this and the
adjoining Circuit, shall be supplied with the
Provincial Wesleyan for the year. Last
year Manchester Circuit received a similar
favour ; which, I am sure, has been very
gratefully accepted. I sincerely thauk him
for remembering the needy amongst us in
the coutinuance of his kindness. By this
provision families receive the paper, which
otherwise would be unable to obtain it. It
is a wise method of doing good The im-
portance and value of disseminating reli-
gious knowledge, are expressed by the sys-
tem of colportage,sustained by the Christian
public. A religious book or tract may be
the means of doing good ; but when once
read, it is t00 commonly laid aside as hav-
ing served its end, though its teaching is
neither remembered nor practiced. The
religious paper, however, coming week after
week, maintains a freshness and receives
an attention often refused to other kiods and
forms of Christian literature. For this
reason, I am thaokful that Mr. Hart has
chosen this as ooe of the ways tor bestow-
ing his benevoleuce.

S. M.

The example is suggestive: it suggests
the wish that some other families which 1
konow, might also be favoured to receive, ou
like terms, the Provincial Wesleyan, to be
ivstructed by its interesting and carefully
selected articles. By this means healthful
knowledge is diffused, aad the Post Office
Department does the colportage.

Yours very truly,

J. Cassor.
Jan. 30¢h, 2872.
g

ircuif Intelligence,

N

Yarumoutn East.—The cause of God is still
advancing on this circuit. We held special
services for three weeks at Arcadia,commencing
January 1st. The presence of the Lord was
with us in the conversion of souls. We bave
received nine persons on trial for membership,
and we pray that the revival power may spread
to other parts ot the circuit. Death bas been
doing its work among us. On Monday last,
we laid away in their last resting place, the
mortal remains of sister Abigail Bridges, one
of the oldest and best beloved members of
our church. Her sickness was brief, and her
sufferings severe; but from ber consistent lile
and conversation, and from ber asssurance of
trust in Christ, we believe she now enjoys a
blessed immortality. As we sat ia our new
sanctuary on Monday we could not but think
upoa its short history of a little more thau six
months. There the infant and adult bave been
consecrated to God in baptism ; its aisles have
been touched by the joyous step of the bridal
train, and pressed by the solemn tread of the
funeral procession ; and there bas been the con-
viocing and converting power of tbe Holy
Ghost, arresting the sinner, and cleausing bis
heart for the service of Cirrist. In the midst of
all these experiences we feel more than ever
the necessity ot cohsecrating soul and body
to the Master's work.

{ T. BR.
—_—

ArserToN, P E. 1.—The Church at Cas-
cumpec will (D.V.) be opened for Divine
Worsbip on Sabbath, January 28th. We ex-
pected to open it early in December, but on
account of the early closing of the barbors, a
part of the pews which were shipped at Char-
lottetown, had to be brought by land.

A few weeks ago a subscription paper was
drawn up for subscribers to aid in building a
Wesleyan Church at Alberton, the success ot
which bas exceeded our highest expectations.

It appears that a letter from this Circuit,
written Nov. 10th, bas not reached you, a copy
ot which is the following : —

Rev. axp DEar Sik—In compliance with
Conferential law, I send a few lines respecting
this Circuit. Although we have nothing special
to report, we have reason to believe our labor
bas not been in vain in the Lord. We bave
been endeavoring to prepare the way for the
tuture as well as to secure present results,—in
both we bave bad some success. The Society
formed in Alberton last spring, still gives evi-
dence of spiritual life, and of the genuineness
of the work of grace. In this place a house and
four and a balt acres ot land, free from debt,
bave been secured to the Connexion. Though
the house, after being enlarged aod improved,
is not what might be desired, yet it is compara-
tively comfortable and very pleasantly situated,
being at the suburbs ot Alberton, which is a
growing village, and is to be the terminus of
the railroad about to be constructed from
Georgetown through P, E, 1.

At Cascumpec a Tea Meeting was held the
last of September to complete the Church in
that place. The proceeds were £47 P. E. I.
Cy. -The Church in a few weeks will be ready
to open for Divine Worship.

| based on more solid grounds. Let couser-
vative objectors weigh well what to them
;'hould be an upanswerable fact,—that our
| system of chapter and verse is not found in '
| the original manuscripts. It was introdu-
| ced four or five centuries ago, simply and
purely as a basis for concordance—making.
,Be its origin what it ma,, however, what |
reason can be assigned why the Bible, alone !
of all books, should be cut up into portions
.atall, and why that division should be made
without any regard to ** the progress of the '
narrative, the beauty of the poetry, the the-
ological argument, and the grammatical
construction of seuteuces ?”" Until this ques-
tion is satisfactorily auswered, argumeat is
uonecessary. The propriety of employing
italics as they are employed in the Author-
ized Version is at least dubious. If the
words thus prioted are honestly demanded
by the exigencies of translution from one
language into another, it is not necessary to
italicize them. If they are not, there can
?:uno question as to what should be their

The principle points in Biblical revision
.hvc been thus imperfestly aketehed out.

This ficld is an extensive one, oecupying as
we do at present more ground than has been at
any previous time, therefore our labors cannot
be s0 concentrated, nor the services so frequent
8s is desirable. “Still the work is becoming
more consolidated, and the cause of Methodism
is getting a firmer hold of the people in the
different preaching places.

J. G. Bigyzy.
January 24th, 1872,

Gasarus, C. B., Jan. 25th, 1872.—We are
striving hard in this Circuit to win trophies to
Christ. The past three months’ labor have not
been in vain. The life-giving word bas found
a lodgment in the hearts of many. A fortnight
ago we beld three services in Fourche, at the

We are going to have a tes-meeting here
pext week for the purpose of raising funds to
plaster and pew the church.

Lovissura.—Here things are looking bright
er every visit. The congregations have grad-
ually increased. Last Sabbath the church was
8o crqwded that several bad to go away, all
available space being occupied. At the close
of the sermon we bad a prayer-meeting, more
than could find seats remaired. After we nad
pleaded with God tor a blessing to rest upon
the services, we held a class-meeting. The
Bearts of the few friends bere were gladdened
to see fresh faces seeking Cbristian fellowship.
This indeed was a time of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord. A Saviour's love glis-
tened in the eye and shone upon the counte-
nance, as oae after another gave expression to
grateful thanksgiving. Let there be life and
vitality in the soul and we shall want no argu-
ment to prove the blessedness ot lass-mecting.

Since the commencement of tbe present year,
we bave extended the territorial area of our
Circuit. A place with thirty families without
any pastoral care, has welcomed the message
of a free salvation. This is a most interesting
field for home mission effort.

Gabarus our principal preaching place, has
witnessed that God bas power on earth to for-
give sins. Here we have had a good increase
to vur membership. Our class-meetings are
seasons of grace and sweet delight. Our
prayer is—Lord fill us with all thy fulness! We
bave established a Bible class for young men,
which promises to be very useful. Some of
our Sunday scholars bave been working for our
missions. They have already collected more
than the whole Circuit_gave last year.

Las: week we beld our Financial meeting at
the house of Captain Ormiston, our Circu.t
Steward, a tried and liberal friend to Metho-
dism in this place. Everything went off bar-
moniously. We are expecting a good increase
to the support of the ministry this year. We
expect to recomglence our new Parsonage in
March, and to fomplete it with all possible
speed. Fgithtully yours,

. J. CLABKE.

-

River P‘lLlP.—Prnuming that you are
pleased to bear of the prosperity of any Cir-
cuit in the Counlerence, I venture to send you a
report of a donation visit paid to the Rev. G.
and Mrs. Harrison on the River Philip Cir-
cuit, On the 10th inst.. a large number of the
friends from differcnt parts of the Circuit met
at the Parsonage, and after partaking ot a
bountiful tea prepared by the ladies, they pre-
sented Mr. and Mrs. Harrison with a few use-
ful articles amounting to about £10 and a purs
containing $100 in cash.

On the Mooday evening following they were
visited by a surprise party who after taking tea
and spending a pleasant evening, presented
them with an additional sum of €12 cash.
They also received an anonymous letter con-
taining a donation of $4, making in all the
bandsome sum of $126. I may add that the
Circui' is improving spiritually and financially
and hopes are entertained that it will be ina
position to obtain aa additional preacher next
year.

J.W.

30th Jan. 1872.

S

Miscllancouns,

ME. LOWE ON EDUCATION.

(From the Chnstian Uuion).

IN a recent speech, delivered before the Me-
chanics Institute of Halitax, England, the Right
Hon. Robert Lowe made as is bis custom, many
brilhant and suggestive remarks on the sub-
ject of education. A part of what he said ot
primary education is good American doctrine.
He declared that it ought to be undenomin-
ational ; that it is the duty of the governmert
to have the children of the State educated,
just as it is to establish a system of police and
see to the safety of society. That being the case,
the government does not in any degree dis-
charge this duty by delegating it, not to per-
sons chosen by themselves, but to any sumber
of persons who come forward to establish
schools. Unfortunately, bowever, the denom-
inational system is deeply rooted ia England,
and Mr. Lowe does not recommend uncom-
promising war upon it at present. His words
are:

T beertily wish the Government had seen
their way more clearly on this point. I heart-
ily wish that instead of establishing denom-
inational schools at the public cost it had
boldly confroated the difficuity, and put them
on the footing of rated schools ; but that is an
error of tweaty-five years’ standing, and no
regrets can callit back. The thing is done;
and it is tor practical, wise and benevolent men
who prefer the welfare of children to party
feeling, not to lament what is at present, or to
quarrel over it, but to bestir themselves to see
what can be done for the futire. The com-
mon sense of the matter is simply this—that
these schools, which are public schools, and it
is ridiculous to think that any cbildren will be
intrigued with—these schools are now in po-
session of the ground. and the question is,
What would wise men do with a school board ?
Should they enter into competition to take the
children away from the denominational schools
or direct their attention to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel—to the children who are not
in any school at all; should they not exhaust
that mine first betore touching the controver-
sial mine "

This compromise is embodied in the late

ion act of Parli ‘, which recognizes
the denominational schools, but contains a
strict conscience clause, to prevent tampering
with the religious belief of a child against the
desire of its parents. The same law provides
for a time table, for undenominational inspec-
tions, and for payment of schools from public
funds according to results as decided from the
time-table and the inspections. Something
similar to this is practiced in the State of New
York, in the distribution of funds among the
Academies and Colleges under the Regents of
the University ; but we have placed the prima-
ry education on a diffcrent basis, and in that
department recognize the schools of the State
only. To adopt the half-way measures which
are accepted in England as the best that can
now be secured, would.-be for us a retrogres-
sion. Eonglish liberal statesmen admit that tke
American system of undenominational free
schools is what they desire and aim at. They
tolerate but do not recommend, the admixture
ot the denominational system. It would be in.
credibly foolish for us to return deliberately
into the slough trom which they are paintully
struggling to emerge.

Mr. Lowe's suggestions as to higher educa-
tion are very forcible. His doctrine is summed,
in the pithy sentence, '* What I mean by a

Y

l

university is an examining board.” He would
bave colleges founded anywhere, by anybody,
and not in any way supported or controlled by

close we invited any persons seeking u.,itbo State. But the power of conferring de-
Saviour to remain at our class-meeting. About  grees should be, be thinks, taken away from
twenty did so. After two bad spoken, theie!the colleges entirely, and put ioto the hands of
was a general breaking down. The cries for | the university board of examiners. The sys-

mercy were such as to compel us to turn it into

tem of examinations conducted and degrees

& prayer-meeting. After which manv who had granted by those who have done the teaching
left came back again, and bowed with deep con- 9'rikes bim as ** like & man auditing bis own
trition, snd resolved * to give their wamdese Soscunts.” Mr. Lowe charges the examiners

ings o'er by giving God their bearts.”

!

stated supplies. One-third of the whole arg
are being paid at less than £600. [t was ewi.
dent that adequate support could never be ob

the system as * a great blot” on the English
universities. He instances the Lndon Uni-
versity- ‘‘ an examining body, to which come
regularly enormous numbers of fine young men
to be plucked"—as illustration ot the h g
value of severe examivations. Men take the sustentation may be provided for the minictry,
risk of failure to pass the examinations, and 1. The share and share alike system. ']"b.'.
cowe trom all parts of the kiagdom, including

tained by each congregation paying its own

an wminister. There were three wavs in wh

the other universi:ies to endure the test, be- Free Church of Scotand. All the congregse
tions contribute to this central fund, which i
| then equally divided amongst all the ministery
Is there not here a suggestion of consider- The Free Church bas reached-a minimum of
able value for American collcges? Would it' 81,000 to 1,200 for each minister.  Each cone
not raise the tone of our scholarship aod give gregation is allowed to supplement this eqaal

entirely new meaning to academic honors, if dividend as they see fit. 15 the

The principles of this 1s te

certificate ot immense value.

The second
every college sent up its graduates to pass the Endowmeat Plan.
impartial, severe, decisive university examina- | bave a large central fund, from which an equal
tion (arranged, inthis State, let us say. by the
Board ot Regents) before receiving a-degree ?
If it is utopian to dream ot tbis, it is at least The third is the Supplemen-
practicable to adopt two measures looking to|

| tary Plan, or that ot the Urited Presbyterian
the same effect, which we will bere mention, | Church of Scotland.
but not discuss.

dividend of interest is given to every minister,
—The Presbyterian Churcljof Ireland supports
itself in this way.

The object ot this is te
supplement the  «fforts of the. people, and to
First, let any possessor of an academic de- | stimulate them to the selt-supporting point,
gree write after the letters that stand tor it in‘ I'bis is th e one adopted by the Assembly.

his signature the name or symbol ot the college | -

which granted it.  This custom being adopted, |  Tue following document, recently signed by
those who did not follow it might be suspecte d English leading physicians, is ‘well caleulsted
of having obtained their titles from obecure or | to strengthen the bands of temperance men :
insignificant sovrces, and the value of such|
purely alphabetical decorations would
ally go down in the market.

*“*As it i+ believed that tha inconsiderate
natur- | prescriptions of large quantities of alcobolie
| liquids by medical men tor their patients, has
Secondly, let colleges, so long as they have | given rise, in many instances, to the tormation
have the power ot granting degrees at all, grant | of intemperate habits, the undersigned, while
unable to abandou the use of alcobol in the
treatment of certain cases ol disease, are yet of
op:nion that no medical practitioner should pre-
scribe it without a sense of grave responsibility,
They believe that alcobol, in whatever torm,
should be prescribed with as much care as any
powerful drug, and that the directions for its
use should be so framed as not to be interpret-
ed as a sanction for excess, or necessarily for
the continuance of its use when the occasion is
past. They are also ot opinion that many
people immenscly exaggerate the value of
alcobol as an ariicle of diet; and since no class
of men see so much ot 1ts ill effects, and possess
such power to restrain its abuse, as members of
their own profession, they bold that every
medical practitioner is bound to exert his ut-
most influence to inculcate habits of great
moderation in the use of alcoholic hquids.
Being also firmly convinced that the great
amount of drinkiag ot alcoholic liquors among

them to all ¢ mers who can pass the necessary
examinations. Then let them make the exam-
inations so sclr&'hil;.g and impartial that the de-
grees awarded to the successiul candidates
shall be eagerly sought as prizes worth having-
This would be a benefit to small and young in-
stitutions, whose reputation is ye! to be made.

They could say to their students. ** We will
train you to te able to pass the examination,
and take the degree, of any college in the land.
You need not go to Yale or Harvard for four
We will
give you thorough instruction here; and Yale
and Harvard will recognize our work in you

years, if it is inconvenient for you.

on its merits, not its geographical locality and
venerable historic associations.”

But it would result that the professors of
some celebrated colleges would be overworked,
Tbey bave trouble and toil enough already in
examining their undergraduates; what might
not be their burdens, if hundreds or thousands
of students trom other colleges came  trooping
to be examined and to reccive, baply, the
much sheepskin?  This  complaint
would lead to the very retorm which is most
needed.

the working classes of this country is one of
the greatest evils of the day, Jestroying more
than anything else, the health, happiness, aud
welfare of those classes, and neutralizing, toa

desired

For, as Mr. Lowe says professors in | large extent, the great industrial prosperity
which Providence has placed withia the reach
of this mnation the undersigned would gladly
support any wise legislation which would tend
to restrict within proper limits the use of alco-
bolic beverages, and gradually introduce bhabits
of temperance.”

colleges ought not to conduct examinations for
degrees. ‘They ought to be deprived of it as
a dangerous and demoralizing power. It is
fair neither to thew nor to the public.

On the other hand, our colleges cannot af-
ford to keep boards of competent examiners
outside of their professors ; nor is it at all ne-
cessary to have as many such boards as there
are colleges,

Among the signatures appended to this docu-
ment are those of Dr. Burrows, President cf
the Royal College of Physicians; Mr. Busk,
President of the Royal College of Surgeons;
Dr. Paget, President of the General Council of
Medical Education; Sir Thomas Watson, Sie
Henry Holland, Mr. Cesar Hawkins, Sir Wm.
Fergusson, Sir James Paget, Mr. Quion, and
other prominent members of the medical pro-
fession, including 237 physicians and surgeons
attached to metropolitan and provincial hoe-
pitals.

A very few would suffice the
whole country ; and to these all colleges cou!d
send their young men for examination. This
would put competition among the colleges on
exactly the proper gronnd—namely that of the
relative quality ot the work, as shown by its
results i the scholarship of their students.

THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER IN THE
WESLEYAN SCHOOLROOM, CHEET-
HAM HILL.

THE PRINCE OF WALL5.

A very interesting gathering was held a few
evenings ago in the Wesleyan Schoolroom,
Thomas-street, Cheetham-hill, Manchester.
The cabmen and omnibus men of the city bave

LETTER FROM THE QUEEN. ‘

The Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment has received ber Majesty the Queens's
commands to make public the tolowing let-
ter :—

(says the Manchester Examiner) few opportuni-
ties, from the nature of their employment, of
attending a place of wcership, and as a class
they bave been much neglected. The Rev.
Charles Garrett and the Rev. W. T. Radcliffe,
feeling that this was a waut which ought to be
supplied, bave for the past two years been ex-
erting themselves very actively for the improve-
wment of the moral and spiritual condition of
this class, and for this object bave organised
One of
these gatberings was beld last night, at which
a large number of cabmen and ommibus drivers
and guards attended. Tea was provided in the
Wesleyan Scho lroom, and the Rev. C. Garret
invited the Bisbop of Manchester to take the
chair.

Wixpsor Castis, Dec. 26.

The Queen is very anxious to express her
deep sense of the touching sympatby of the
whole nation oa the occasion of the alarming
illness ot her dear son, the Prince of Wales.
The universal {celing shown by ber people dur-
ing those paintul terrible days, and the sympa-
thy evinced by them with herselt and ber be-
loved daught-r the Princess ot Wales, as well
as the general joy at the improvement ot the
Prince of Wales"state, have inade a deep and
‘asting impression on her heart, which can
never be etfaced. It was, indeed, nothing new
to her, for the Qeen had met with the same
sympathy when just ten years ago a similar ill-
vess removed from her side the inainstay of ber
life, the best, wisest and kindest of husbands.§

The Qucen wishes to express at the same
time on the part of the Princess of Wales her
feelings of hearttelt gratitude, for she bas been
as deeply touched as the Quecu by the grese
and universal mamfestation ot loyalty and sym-
pathy.

‘The Queen cannot conclude without express-
ing ber hope that ber faithiul subjects wil. coas
tinue their prayers to God for the complete re-
Radcliffe’s indisposition prevented | covery of her dear son to health and strength,

him from presiding over the gathering. lHe —

now begged to ask his lordship to take the| 7.0 Florald says the will of Isaac Rich has
cbair, and in so doing could assure bim that in| paen opened. He bequeathed all bis property
no part of bis lordship’s diocese would he be except a few legacies (0 his relatives and one of
more heartily welcomed than in that room. His | (ywo personal friends, to the University, of which
lordship belor.ged to them all, aod the meeting | the Boston Theological Seminary i+ a depart

would place itself unreservedly at his disposal. | meut. William Claflin, Wm. H. West aud John
The Bishop said it might be dangerous it they The property is

placed themselves unreservedly in the bands of | 1o be untouched for three years. Ten thousand
a bishop ot the Church, but be would avoid| jollars a year is then to be applied to the
doing anything which would destroy or mar After five years, twenty thousand,
His lordship The
then gave an earnest, practical address to those property is now valued fromone and a half to
assembled. He was listened to with most
marked attention, and at the close a most cor-
dial vote of thauks was awarded to him. Music
and singing tormed part of the programme, and
a very enjoyable and profitable evening jwas

meetings for them and their wives,

His lordship readily consented, and oo
entering the room received a very cordial wel-
come at the hands of the guests. Atter a hymn
bad been tung, which was given out by Mr.
Mr.
Garrett then expressed his thanktulness to his
lordship for consenting so readily and heartily
to take a part in the

Garrett, his lordship engaged in prayer.

meeting ;

g; and especially

when Mr.

Goldsborough are executors.

University.

the pleasure ot their gatheriug. and after ten years, the whole ia.ome.

over two miliions. Such a disposition of i§

ensures not less than three millions, and pro-
bably four, by 1832. This is the largest gift
ever made for higher education ia America.

speat by those pressnt. Haxpsos £ LeGacies.—We are informed
that by the death of a relative in England,
the members of the Bolton family in this Prov-
ince, will each be entitled to a legacy esti-
mated at about £7000 sterling, or $35,000.
Ibe parties interested include James Bolton,
who, but for the will, would bave been befr
at law, John Bolton, the popular, M. P. lor
Charlotte, and his sisters, including the wife
of the Hon. B, RR. We congrate
ulate our friends in Charlotte on the accession
of their respective fortunes, already in most
But so the world goes.—

The Bishop of Manchester, says the AMan:
chester Evening News, commenting on this
event, may lay his account for shortly receiv-
ing a dreadtul downpouring of virtuous in-
dignation from the more ** advanced” Church
papers. llis lordship bas actually perpetrated
the ecclesiastical solecism of taking part with
Wesleyan ministers in a meeting beld in u
Wesleyan schooll-room on Cheetam hill. Doubt-
less it will not Lelp bim much betore the form-
er tribunal that the bishop attended for the
of addressing the assembled ** cab-

Stevenson.,

cases very ample.

pl.lrp()r(: -
Telegraph.

bies” and bus-drivers o' Manchester, a class
whose calling excludes them from many of the
ordinary privileges ot religion, but Dr. Fraser's
action will commend itselt to a mcre iniluen
tial tribunal, as in all respects worthy the
position and io harmony with the tunctions of
the chief Christian pastor of this great city.

i p————————

General énizlligznn.

T —————————

FATAL ACCIDENT AT AMHERST.—A young
girl, Miss Doncaster, of Amberst, slipp-d and
tell across a stove on Monday, severing the
windpipe. Medical aid was called, but she
died in two bours from the time the accidert
occurred.

THE PRESBYTERIAN SUSTENTATION
FUND- Tamperine wites Moxey Lerters — The
New Glasgow ** Eastern Chronicle " says thas
Mr., James McDonald ot Bridgville, East River,
recently received a letter from his son in Bos-
ton, stating that filty dollars were enclosed,
but containing only forty dollars. A subsequent
letter stated positively that the filty dollars
were enclosed in the letter by théwriter in the
presence of a witness.

At a recent meeting of the Presbyterian El-
ders in New York city, a hcarty endorsement
was given to the Sustentation Fund. Dr. Hall,
after describiog tke requirements of the minis-
try in point of education and equipmient, he sta
ted that it is a matter of suprise and pain
to discover that the majority of ministers are
receiving less than your skilled laborers. Out
of 4,600 ministers, more than halt are receiviag
under $1,000 per anpum. Only 2,700 are em-
ployed in actual pastoral work, and of this num-
b:r 1,100 are not in the relation of pasters;

MEeETING o THE NEW Bruxswick LEais-
LaTURE.— T'he New Brunswick Legislature will
meet ** for the despatch of business’ oo
29th inst., one week later than the Nova Beo-
tia Legislature.

Tus N. Bruxswicz 8cmoor Law.— On Saze

with ** inesnesivable lenity,” and pronounees

bt are what bave been ealied in this eountry|day,atterncon & mass meeting of the Bemas
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