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talned. With flushed oountonanoe end 
heaving breast, he bursi forth in these 
words :—

“Great Qod ?” he exclaimed, “in this 
assemblage of Irishmen have you found 
that those who are most ready to take 
every pledge have been the most 
sincere in perseverance to the end, or 
have you not rather seen that they who, 
like myself, went into Parliament per- 
fectly unpledged, not supported 
by the popular voice, but in 
the face oi popular acclaim, when the 
time for trial comes are not found want „ T
ing 1 I declared myself in the presence “ Ie W f mc™* Oleary, S.
of the bishops of Ireland, and of my col- .?• , ■» Huhap °f Kingston, itc., <Lc., d-e, 
leagues in Parllsment, that let the minis- ^ Lord, I spoke in my last letter of 
ter of the day be who he may—let him 11,6 time confederation, that eventful 
be the Bail of Derby, let him be Sir time when the late Hon. George Brown 
James Graham, or Lord John Russell— declared that he was perfectly satisfied

85issrrsas»; iS ~ t.-t* "r* *«no matter who the party in power may °*lc mmonty m Ontario as “a necessary 
be, I will support neither that minister condition of the scheme of union.” That 
nor that party, unless he comes into scheme, when carried into force of law 
power prepared to carry the measures by the Imperial Parliament in the instru.
demands. I have abandoned my own known as the British North Amer-
profession to join in cementing and tcan Act, 1807, contained amongst others 
forming an Irish parliamentary party, the following memorable provision, the 
That has been my ambition. It may be true interpretation and exact definition 
a base one. I think it an honorable one. -r ..I have seconded the proposition of Mr. of,whlch "m> ,0.tbe aigns ol the times 
Sharmon Crawford in the House of Com- U8> unimportant part in our 
mons. I have met the minister upon it public discussions : 
to the utmost extent of my limited abil- ..93. in anj for each province the 
ities, at a moment when disunion was Legislature may exclusively make laws 
not expected. So help me God ! upon in relation to education, subject and 
that and every other question to which according to the following provisions •—
I have given my adheaiou, I will be—and (l ) Nothing in any such law shall 
I know 1 may say that every one of my prejudicially affect any right or privilege 
friends is as determined as myaelf—an with respect to denominational schools 
unflinching, undevialing, unalterable which any class of persons have by law in 
supporter of it.” the province at the Union.

At the very moment that this wretched (2) All the powers, privileges, and 
man adjured his Qud to witness his sin- ^ull'es a* tjj®. Luion by law conferred 

. ... ,. . , and imposed in Upper Canada on tbecenty, be was trading on bis country’s Separate Schools and school trustees of 
honor, and bargaining for her ea!e to the the Queen’s Roman Catholic subjects 
enemy he so ostentatiously denounced, shall be and the same are hereby exten

ded to the dissentient schools of the 
Queen’s Protestant and Roman Catholic 
subjects in Quebec.

(3) Where in anv province a system 
of separate or dissentient schools exists 
by law at the Union, or is thereafter 
established by the Legislature of the 
province, an appeal shall lie to the 
Governor-General m Council from any 
act or decision of any provincial authority 
allecting any right or privilege of the 
Protestant or Raman Catho.ic minority 
of the Queen’s subjects in relation 10 
education.

(4) In case any such provincial law as 
from time to time seems to the Gover
nor General in Council requisite for the 
due execution of the provisions of this 
section is not made, or in case any 
decision of the Governor-General in 
Council on any appeal under this section 
is not duly executed by the proper pro 
vincial authority in that behalf, then and 
in every such case, and as far only as the 
circumstances of each case require, the 
Parliament of Canada may make reme
dial laws tor the due execution of the 
provisions ol this section, and of any 
decision of the Governor-General in 
Council under this section.”

Oensds are the Catholics more devoted 
to country and to church than in that 
grand old county which, despite every 
effort of the enemy, declared itself, in 
no uncertain terms, on the 28th, on the 
side of QOD, THE COUNTBÎ, AND IHE CON
STITUTION.

should not be liwfnl after that time. 
That law was assented to by the whole 
Legislature. There was no division of 
parties upon it. I do not mean to say 
there was not a man in Parliament who 
did not sympathize with that law. But 
the public sentiment was overwhelm
ingly in favor of it. An attempt was 
made to get up an agitation againet thie 
policy. The aubject was discussed dur
ing the recess, and we went back to Par
liament knowing that tbe subject would 
be brought up again: and in December, 
18(18, it was proposed 

"That in the opinion of thie House it 
is necessary and expedient in tbe inter
est» of collegiate education that1 some 
comprehensive scheme be devised and 
adopted for giving ellect to tbe objecta, 
and for extending tbe operation of the 
Act, 16 Vic., cap. 89, lor tbe establish
ment of a Provincial Univeraity, and the 
affiliation of colleges to be supported in 
connection therewith."

To this resolution the following amend
ment was moved :—

“While this house recognizes the im
portance of educational interests it is 
still of the opinion, as expressed by the 
Act of last session, that no college or 
instilution under the control of any re- 
ligious denomination should receive aid 
from the public treasury,”

Now some who approved of the prin
ciple of the amendment, yet wished to 
recognize tlie desirability of some im
provement in our existing provisions for 
superior edu ation, and particularly did 
they wish to 1 >■ vnize the expediency of 
providing for a

UNIFORM E i-.VATED STANDARD 
of education through the medium ol the 
Provincial University. I had the honor 
of moving in that direction, but I felt 
that there was great difficulties in the 
way, that could not be overcome with- 
out the cordial assent of existing insti
tutions whose chartered rights no one 
proposed to interlere with in the slight 
eat degree ; that this action must 
be purely voluntary or nothing 
could be done. I felt also that 
it was not for those who stood in tbe re
lation in which they still stand to our 
educational system to devise a plan 
which they had tot power to carry out, 
because as I have stated, no plan could 
be carried out except it should receive 
tbe cordial assent and co operation of 
these other institutions. I did not agree 
with their view that we should devise 
the plan, but I did agree with the view 
that we should express our willingness 
to consider fairly and cordially any plan 
that might be devised by those who 
complained of the existing state of 
things. I moved the following amend
ment:—

That this House, while firmly adhering 
to the view that denominational colleges 
should not be supported by State aid ie 
prepared to give its beet consideration 
to any scheme which may be laid before 
it for the improvement of auperior edu
cation and for the establishment and 
maintenance through the Provincial 
Univeraity of a uniform and elevated 
standard of graduation.

Now, that amendment was carried by 
a vote of 66 to 4. and the four who voted 
against it did ao became they thought 
it wae not unfavorable enough to the 
denominational colleges, ao that there 
waa practical unanimity, in the mind of 

j the Legislature, in the re-aeaertion of 
the view that the public interests re
quired the adoption to the full of the 
existing system, that there was to be no 
attempt to resume a system of public 
aid to denominational colleges, and that 
it was important to make arrangements 
tor the establishment of a uniform and 
elevated standard of graduation through 
the medium of thie, the Provincial Uni
versity. Now, aince that time there 
have been in the Province four general 
elections, and I am not aware that any 
party or individual has at any time 
raised the question whether the decision 
which was then reached by the Legis
lature was a sound decision.

We have a very distinct and painful 
recollection of the time when the action 
referred to by Mr. Blake wae taken by 
the legislature of Ontario. The Catholic 
body strongly disapproved of the 
taken by the legislature, a course, in our 
estimation, unwise, unjust and even un
constitutional. Mr. Sat field Macdonald, 
(hen at the head of affiirs in this Pro 
vince, was by no means a friend of Cath 
olic education. He waa its most decided 
and determined enemy. He had placed 
himself on record as such by hie motion 
moved on the 14th of March, 1865, in 
amendment to the Confederation 
scheme on the subject of religious edu
cation in Upper Canada. The journals 
of the House for that day gave us a very 
exact view of Mr. Macdonald's position 
on this question :

And the Question being again pro
posed, That a Select Committee com
posed of the Honorable Mr. Attorney 
General Cartier, the Honorable Mr. 
Brown, the Honorable Mr. Galt, Mr. 
Robitaille, Mr. Haul tain, and the Mover, 
be appointed to draft an humble Address 
to Her Majesty, founded upon a Resolu
tion adopted by this House, on Friday 
last, on the subject of uniting the Colon
ies of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns
wick, Newfoundland, and Prince Edward 
Island in one Government.

The Honorable Mr. Macdonald (Corn
wall) moved in amendment to the Q ies 
tion, seconded by Mr. Scatchard, That 
the words “and that it be an instruction 
to the said Committee to consider 
whether any constitutional restriction 
which shall exclude from the Local Leg
islature of Upper Canada the entire con
trol and direction of Education, subject 
only to the approval or disapproval of 
the General Parliament, is not calculated 
to create wide spread dissatisfaction, 
and tend to foster and create jealousy 
and strife between the various religious 
bodies in that section of the Province,” 
be added at the end thereof.

Mr. Macdonald’s motion waa indeed 
rejected. Had his views been carried 
out he might in the first session ot the 
local legislature have gone further than 
withdrawing the grants from the denomi
national colleges. Our separate schools 
might have been obliterated. Our mis
fortune at the time was that Mr. Sand- 
field Macdonald was a nominal Catholic.

In fact his appointment to the Prem
iership of Ontario was looked upon in 

I some quarters as a concession to the 
a law Catholic minority, and the support of 

declared that- it Catholics at the polls waa asked for his

candidate» on this ground. But no more 
ironounced enemy of Catholic interest» 
n matter» eduoatlonal aat in tbe legisla
ture of Ontario than Mr. Sandtield Mac- 
donald, who actually opposed tbe elec- 
tion of Mr. D'Aroy McGee in Prescott, 
preferring to that distinguished man, 
who ran as a supporter of hie own, a bit
ter opponent, Mr. Jamea Boyd. Mr. 
McGee took the field aa the standard 
bearer of the Catholic minority and the 
Catholic Premier planned his defeat, 
it waa then a misfortune for the Catho
lic body that tbe Premier of Ontario 
should have been Mr. Sandtield 
Macdonald. But that body owed it to 
itself to have entered a moat energetic 
protest against the course adopted by 
the government and legislature of the 
day. We have always looked upon the 
attitude of our people at that time in the 
light of a base surrender and cannot but 
feel that we were guilty of a dereliction 
of duty in not entering an appeal to tbe 
general government against the course 
adopted by the legislature. We were 
then wronged. It is now full time that 
our wrongs should be righted, that the 
Catholics of Untario should, in the mat 
ter of univeraity education, be placed, in 
so far aa the state can place it, on teims 
of equality with non-Catholics and secu
larists.

In my last letter I said, my Lord, that 
the public schools ol Ontario are, accord
ing to the theory of the two greater oi 
their earlier exponents and defenders, 
the late Ur. Ryerson and the late Mr. 
Geo. Brown, wholly unsectarian in char
acter, in practice I have, however, 
shown thi-m to be quite diilerent. They 
are in vast majority really Protestant 
schools, with some form of non-Catholic 
prayer and worship. In some iew cases 
they are, indeed, wholly unsectarian, 
but, on that account, not leas objection
able to our people, In some instances 
they are not only non Catholic, but 
entirely ami Catholic. Such is the 
public school system of Ontario both in 
theory and practice. In both it is 
objectionable lo Catholics and its support 
is to them as grievous an injustice as 
was the support of the Protestant estab
lishment in Ireland to the Catholic 
majority in that country. In both cases 
there is violation of conscientious 
liberty.

What Catholics want is a school law 
giving them control over their own 
schools throughout the Province. But 
as objection might be raised to the feasi
bility of any proposal looking in that 
direction, 1 propose My Lord, to enter 
into certain investigations Irom which we 
hope to draw conclusions favorable to a 
sound scheme of Catholic education in 
Ontario,

In the memorandum previously spoken 
of, the writer, four years ago, said:

“With regard to the attendance of 
Catholic children in Ontario in Public 
and Separate schools respectively, it 
may be stated that in 1880, in il towns 
there Were, according to the Miniate r, 
41 Separate schools, with an attendance 
of 6583 pupils. Few besides Catholics 
living in these places know the extent 
of the sacrifices and the arduous char
acter of the labor that had to be under
gone to secure the establishment of these 
schools. The minister reports total 
school population in all the towns of 
Ontario at 04,218. Of this number about 
one sixth, or 9036, would be the Catholic 
town school population of Ontario, Now 
as provision has been made tor Separate 
Schools for only 6583, of that number 
there must be 2453 Catholic children in 
towns who cannot frequent Catholic 
achools.

one-fourth or more of the total number, 
Tneee counties are

port a school in the neighboring munid. 
paiity,which school shall not be more than 
three mile» distant from his residence; 
and he shall thenceforward pay aubjeot 
to the reatrictiona above named, hi» 
taxe» to the Commissioner» or Trustee», 
aa the caae may be, by whom auch school 
•hall be maintained; but special mention 
•hall be made in all the school return* 
of children coming (rom a neighboring 
municipalily, and such children ahall 
not be taken into account in apportion
ing tbe achool grants between the Com
missioners and Trustees.

Total pop. Cath. pop.
Carlton, 24 689...........6,839
Renfrew, S. R , 19,160...........8 947
Renfrew, N. R-, 20 965...........8,014
Frontenac 14 993...........3,991
Kingston 14.091........... 4,151
Halting»,ER. 17,313...........4,512
Peterboro', W It, 13,310..........3,338
Victoria, 8. R,, 13 799...........4,267
Algoma 20,320...........5,756
In Quebec, on the other band, the 

cemua return» ebow a Protestant popu
lation of more than one.fourth, hut less 
than half, of the total population in the 
following places :—

THE SUHOOL QUESTION,

II.

These are but few of the provision» of 
the education, law in force in the sister 
Province, but these few, thus cited, in
contestably prove that the spirit of 
Lower Canadian legislation on the sub
ject of education is even-handed, just 
and broad minded. But, lest any one 
fail to see this as clearly as we desire it 
to be seen, I will, My Lord, by your kind 
leave, and the leave of those of my read
ers,already satisfied with the justice of our 
position, cite from an act passed at the 
last session of the legislature ol Quebec, 
in regard of the public instruction in the 
town of Richmond, a corporation in tbe 
Eastern townships of mixed population. 
We call our reader’s earnest attention to 
the provision ol this Act :

Total. Prot. pop.
... 6,031 

19,056..............  6,057
Bonaventure, 18 908
Megantic, ....... "
Richmond & >
Wolfe,
Sherbrooke,
Montreal,
Pontiac,
Now, what do these figures show 1 

They clearly prove (1) That the Sepaiate 
school system of Ontario, io its present 
form is wholly inade quate to meet the 
just wishes and demands of the Catholics 
of tbe Province, and (2) That the Calho 
lie population of Ontario is as favorably 
grouped as the Protestant population of 
Quebec for the establishment of a system 
ol education similiar to that obtaining in 
the latter Province. I-et us take a glance 
at the Quebec E iucatiou Act, saddening 
as must he the relliction to which it will

26.339..............  7,9501
12,221............... 5,862

140,747...............36,208
10,939.............. 8,522

1. Hereafter there shall he, in tbe 
town of Richmond two hoards ol School 
Commissioners, and each of such board 
shall be composed of live commissioners, 
and shall be, under its own name, a body 
politic and corporate, with all the powers 
and privil*ges ol corporations.

2. One of such boards shall be The 
Board of Roman Catholic School 
Commissioners ol ihe town of Richmond 
and the members thereof shall be Cath
olics.

3. The

give rise when we Ihink of the difference 
between the laws enjoyed by our fellow- 
citizens of Ixjwer Canada and the bur
dens under which we labor in this 
Province.

An Act to amend the law respecting 
education in this Province. Assenteu 
to April 15th, 1869,

Her Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent ol the Legislature ol Q uebec, 
enacts as follows

Within four months after the passing 
ol this Act the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council shall appoint, to form aud con 
stitute the Council of Public Instruction 
for the Province of Quebec, togeiher 
with the Minister of Public instruction 
or Superintendent of Education for the 
Province, aa the case may be, for the 
time being, twenty one persons, Iburteeu 
of whom shall be Roman Catholics mid 
seven Protestants, and until such ap 
pointment shall take place the members 
of the present Council of Public Instruc
tion shall continue in office.

2. The said Council as soon 
organized under this Act, shall resolve 
itself into two Committees, the one con 
sistingofthe Roman Catholics and Ihe 
other of the Protestant members there
of, and the matters and things which by 
law belong to the said Council, shall he 
referred to the said Committees respect, 
ively, in so far as they shall personally 
affect the interests of Roman Catholic 
and of Proteatant education respect 
ively, and in auch manner, and form aa 
the whole shall from time to time be 
determined by the Lieutenant-Governor 
in Council on the report of the Minister 
of Public Instruction 01 Superintendent 
oi Education aa the case may be, for the 
time being, shall be a member (ex- 
officio) oi each Committee but ahall 
have the right of voting only in the 
Committee ot the religious faith to 
which he shall belong.

The ipiorom of the Council of Public 
Instruction thus re organized ahall con
sist of nine members, and each of the 
Committeea of the same shall fix its own
[uoriim.

4. The total aid to the univeraitiea, 
classical colleges, industrial colleges, 
academies and model schools, under the 
provisions of chapter fifteenth of the 
Consolidated Statutes for Lower Canada, 
or any other law that may be passed 
concerning auperior education, shall in 
future be distributed between the total
ity ol the Roman Catholic and of the 
Protestant Institutions respectively, in 
the relative proportion of the respective 
Roman Catholic and Proteatant papula 
tions of the Province according to the 
then last census.

9. From and after the time ol the pass
ing of the Order in Council for the divi
sion of the Council of Public Instruction 
aa provided by the 6lh Section of this 
Act the grants to the Normal schools 
and all other grants whatsoever for edu 
cational purposes ahall be divided 
between the Roman Catholics and Pro 
testants respectively, in proportion to 
the Roman Catholic and Proteatant pop
ulations of the Province at the then laat 
census, but the sums to be paid to the 
common achool» ahall continue to be 
apportioned and distributed in accord
ance with chapter fifteen in the Consoli
dated Statutes for Lower Canada.

13. Any non resident proprietor may 
declare in writing to the School Com- 
miaaionera and to the Trustees of dis
sentient achools hi» intention of dividing 
hia taxes between the achools of the 
m jority and those of the minority, and 
in that case the School Commiaaionera 
shall continue to levy and receive auch 
taxes, and ahall pay over to the trustees 
of the dissentient schools such part and 
proportion thereof as directed by the 
said proprietor.

14- Whenever the School Trustees of 
the minority in two adjoining munici
palities shall be able to support a achool 
in each municipality, it ahall be lawlul 
for them to unite and to eetabliah and 
maintain under their joint management, 
a achool which ahall be situated as near 
the limita of both municipalities as 
possible so as to be accessible to both; 
said Trustees shall jointly report their 
proceedings to the Minister of Public 
Instruction or to the Superintendent of 
Education for the time being, as the 
case may be, who shall remit the share 
of the common school grant to the 
Secretary-Treasurer, whose name shall 
appear first on the return.

Whenever there shall be no dissenti
ent school in a municipality, it shall be 
lawlul for any resilient head of a family 
professing the religious faith of the min
ority in tbs said municipality and having 
children of school age to declare in 
writing to the chairman of the School 
Commissioners that he intends to sup-

memliera of each 
such Boards shall he elected by 
proprietors ot real estate, entered 
on the town assessment roll, 
and liy tenants who agree with their 
laudloids to pay the tax levied under 
this act sufficient to entitle them to vote 
at municipal elections in the town.

4 The members of the Roman Catho
lic Board shall be elected by Roman 
Catholic proprietors, and Roman Catho
lic tenants, described in section three, 
and those of llie Protestant Board, by 
Protestant proprietors and Protestant 
tenants, described in section three.

7. Theannual grantof the government 
of this Province, for the support of 
schools in the town of Richmond shall 
be divided between the two Boards of 
School Commissioners, in proportion to 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant pop
ulation of the town, according to the 
then last census.

8, The two Boards of commissioner* 
may, Irom time to time, meet together 
and agree with respect to the establish
ing or altering Ihe amount of the tax to 
be levied on the taxable real estate of 
the town for such purposes ; provided 
that such tax be not in any case lees 
than two mills or more than five mills 
in the dollar.

11. It shall be the duly of the council 
of the town of Richmond to cause to be 
levied, by its secretary treasurer, upon 
the taxable real estate of tbe municipal
ity, the tax which shall have been deter
mined by the two Boards of Commis
sioners, or that of three mills in the 
dollar, if such Board» have not agreed 
on the amount.

12. Such tax ahall be known as “the 
achool tax.” It may be levied and re
covered at the same time as the other 
taxes of the town, and shall further, lor 
the purpose ol the collection thereof, be 
deemed to be a municipal tax of the 
town; provided always that the corpora
tions and companies, which may have 
been or which shall be exempted front 
municipal taxes by by law of the town 
council, ahall nevertheless be liable for 
the school (ax.

13 Real estate, belonging (o religious, 
chanfable or educational institutions or 
corporations, and occupied by them for 
the objects for which they were estab
lished and not solely possessed for the 
purpose of deriving a revenue therefrom, 
shall be exempt from the school tax.

17. The said roll shall be divided into 
four district panels.

Panel number one shall comprise the 
taxable real estate, belonging :—

1. To corporations or incorporated 
companies subject to taxation under thig

2. To persons professing neither the 
Catholic or Protestant religion, Jews jot 
whose religion is unknown, or again, 
when the father and mother are ot * 
different religious belief;

3. Lastly, properly belonging, partially 
or jointly to persons or partnership^ 
some of whome profess the Roman Cath, 
ollc and ethers the Protestant faith;

Panel number four shall comprise *11

of
A more consummate piece of political 
treachery, a more blasphemous display of 
political criminality was never made and 
never witnessed in any age or any coun
try. Bat this is not all we have to say 
of Judge Keogh. Mr. Sullivan telle us 
that in the course of the general election 
of 1852 “Mr Keogh, addressing a mob in 
Westmeath, in the interest of his friend 
Captain Megan, delivered a speech con
taining at least one suggestion, which 
listening Ribbonmen were not likely to 
forget. “Boys,” said he, “the days are 
now long, and the nights are short. In 
winter the dayt will be short and the nights 
will be long-, and then let everyone remember 
who voted for Sir Richard Levinge."

And this is the man whose authority the 
Mail invokes against the Bishop of King
ston ! This wretched man, whose infamy 
had been rewarded by an Irish Judgship, 
actually perished by his own band not 
long after that very Galway judgment 
from which the Mail cites with such 
evident satiafaction !

as re-

If the letter of thie provision be any. 
wise ambiguous or obscure, its spirit is 
quite evident. Its clear purpose was to 
protect minorities everywhere in the 
Dominion in the exercise of their educa-

The Bishop of Kingston needs no 
defence at our hand» against the ghoat 
of Judge Keogh or the formidable physi
cal presence of Mr. Edward Farrar. Dr. 
Cleary stands too high in the regard of 
this whole Dominion ; he ia too deeply 
entrenched in the love and veneration 
of the Irish Catholics of Ontario, to need 
defence from any man. The interests 
of truth, however, require that we should 
expose the base retorts of the combina
tion egainat which he and hia people ao 
successfully piayed. One of the last 
scheme» of the enemy waa exposed in 
a letter to the Ottawa Free Frees of the

tional rights and privilege» aa enjoyed at 
the time of Confederation. The Catho
lics of Ontario entered Confederation 
weak in numbers and wealth, with 
school» poor and scattered, and with a 
small half dozen colleges, some of them 
scarcely deserving the name, receiving 
meagre aid from the state. The atten- 
tion of those who now epeak in terms of 
would-be patriotic indignation of the 
privileges we Catholics are said to enjoy 
we would like to call in a particular 
manner to an incident that occurred 
the very first year after Confederation 
had been inaugurated, an incident that 
proves the generosity we might expect 
from the fanatics who now call for the 
smashing of the Confederation were we 
once fully in their power. This incident 
ia related in the Catholic Record of 
July 19th, 1884, from which, My Lord, I 
will with your permission cite it in full 
with the accompanying remarks of that 
jouraaL Said the Record of that date ;

We were very forcibly struck by the 
speech of Mr. Blake at the laat annual 
commencement of Toronto University, 
Than Mr. Blake there is no man in this 
Province who knows better how to state 
a case. HU learning, hU lucidity of 
speech, and hU earneatnesa of convic
tion, all do him service when he places 
hU opinions on any aubject -before the 
people of thie country. Mr. Blakee 
position on the aubjeot of state educa
tion U well known. He U convinced and 
arguea that all the denominational col
lege» in the land should be feeders of 
the state university, through which alone 
he thinks the standard of education 
be raised. In the speech referred to he 
took a retrospect of the history of the 
question of state aid to denominational 
colleges since confederation. That re
trospect ia interesting. Said Mr. Blake:

Confederation came and gave us free
dom for local affaire, including the great 
question of education. All people of 
Ontario had settled down to the view 
that the voluntary system ehould be 
carried out in our institutions to the 
fullest extent, and the proof of that end 
is obvious, Up to that time seven col
leges in the Province were receiving 
public grants :

Regiopolia, Kingston...............$3,000
Queen’s, Kingston................. 5,00b
Bytown, Ottawa...................... 1,400
St, Michael’s, Toronto........... 2,000
Trinity, Toronto..
Victoria, Cobourg
L’Assumption, Sandwich,........1,000
In the very first session of the Legis

lature of Untario, the Government of 
Sandtield Macdonald proposed, that 
these grants should be discontinued, 
that they should be paid for 18 months, 
for convenience sake, and there 
after discontinued on the ground of 

and

28th ult :
A Citizen Mander Nailed.

To the Editor of the FrtePrcss:
Sir,—This morning's Daily Citizen pub 

lishea what he calls "our correspond
ent’s" statement, that in St. Finnan’s 
church in Alexandria, on Christmas Day, 
when the Very Rev. Vicar-General Mac
donald invited his congregation to kneel 
down and pray for the divine protection 
of the church, a large number of the 
maie portion of the congregation rose 
from their aeate. Thus lar, indeed, he 
state» the truth, but not the whole truth ; 
because all the member» of the congre
gation, male and female, instantly rose 
from their seat* and assumed the cua- 
tomary kneeling poeture tor prayer, 
A moat atrocious calumny ie, how
ever, alleged by the anony
mous correspondent against the heart
ily loyal and devoutly religioue Catholic 
people of Alexandrie, by the following 
5lo Popery clap trap “They (the 
male») left the ehureh in a body, wnile 
others leaned back in their seats and 
refused to bend the knee.” It ie aad to 
witnesa the enormous exceaaes of men- 
dacity to which the No Popery organa 
give way in their effort to deceive honest 
electors. I waa present among the con
gregation in Alexandria on the occasion 
referred to, and I was in a position to 
see every person's movement at the time 
of invitation to prayer. I moat solemnly 
assure your readers, on the word of a 
gentleman and a Christian, that not one 
person, male or female, left the church 
or failed to kneel down in the usual 
Catholic form and join in the prayers. I 
never witnessed so much fervor or piety 
in the prayers of a congregation 
Finnan's church in Alexandria on Christ- 
mas day,

I enclose my card in proof of the reli
ability of my testimony, but not for pub- 
lication. I am, dear sir,

Yours faithfully,
A Lover of Truth.

course
If we turn to the county figures we find 

matters in a still more unsatisfactory 
condition as far as Catholics are con
cerned. Mr. Crooks places the whole 
school population of the counties at 
384,226 of which say 64,036 would be 
Catholic. Now according to the same 
report of the Minister, provision baa 
been made for the Catholic education of 
only 7191 out of this vast number of 
children. In other words, only one 
out of every nine Catholic children 
of Ontario gets the benefit of the Separ
ate School System. In the whole pro
vince, including cities, town» and coun
ties, there are 25,311 Catholic children 
attending Separate Schools, whereas 
there cannot be any fewer than 85,000 
Catholic children of achool age in the 
Province.

The electoral districts in Ontario

'

act:

-
■'

11
m

real estate exempt from taxation, to wit : 
(a) AU lande and properties, belonging to 
tier Majeaty, her heire and eucceason 
occupied by any public body or depart
ment or by any person in charge thereof 
for the service of tier Majesty, her belli 
and successors;

(b) All Provincial property and build* 
ings;

(c) All places used for public worship, 
parsonage houses and the dependtndei 
thereof, aud all cemeteries;

(d) All public school houses and the 
grounds on which they are built, provided 
the area thereof does not exceed one 
arpent.

(t ). All educational establish men ta or 
institutions, aa well a.> the ground on 
which they aie built, provided the area 
of the same does not exceed two arpents*

(f) All buildings, grounds or proper
ties occupied or possessed »>y hospitals 
or other charitable institutions, pro
vided the area docs not exceed three 
arpents.

18. Property, possessed for revenue 
purposes by religious, charitable or edu
cational institutions or corporations, 
shall be entered on panel number one, 
or panel number two, according to the 
religious denomination to which such 
institutions or corporations belong, or 
according to the declarations made by 
them to that end. If the religious 
denomination be not known, and if no 
declaration is made, such property shall 
be entered on panel number three.

CoNTINUFD on first pau*.

.
where the Catholics are in a majority are 
reported by the last census as follows : 

Total population. Cath. population.
Glengarry, 22,221.........
N. Essex, 25,659.........
Cornwall, 9,904.........
Ilusael 25,082........
Prescott 22,867.....................16,895
Ottawa 27,412.................... 15,901
in the following electoral districts oi 

Qiebec the Protestant population ie 
greater than the Catholic :—

Total population, Prot population,
Misaisquoi, 16 784.....................8,970
Argenteuil, 16,062.....................8,847
Huntingdon, 15,495.................... 8,098

15,827...................10,110

canB

I -11,758 
.14 312 
...5;020 
-.13,255

as in St.

46
E> Brome,

Stanstead, 15,656....................9 678
10,990

Thus there are in Quebec but eix

Ottawa, Dec, 27.
We happen to know the writer of this 

letter—we know too the religious charac
ter of the good men of Glengarry, and 
knowing the writer and knowing the 
people o( Glengarry, we must say that a 
more abominably clumsy attempt at 
falaehood and Blander we have never

Compton, 19,5814 000 
5,000

electoral districts in which the Protes
tant exceeds the Catholic population, 
but in moat cases the excess is very 
slight indeed, Let us, however, pursue 
our investigation a little further. Accord
ing to the census of 1881 there are in 
Ontario nine counties wherein the Cath
olic population, though less than hall, ia

witnessed. Nowhere in the diocese of
Kingston ia Bishop Cleary more deeply their ine,pediency 
v enerated than in Glengarry. Nowhere in waa propoaed which

MM

V

> ;

/

y

M/

m
m

' V $14.'

”1
V

%

\

\

I*
 ru

 M
m

 m
u i

n r
ii 
ri 
üi

æ

I#8


