5 o T

placing - dn desirable cnviron-
A privato. court is also held
twice a week, where cases may Lo
tried without publicity, thus in wany
instances guarding the children from
the many disagrecable features that
publicity, often carries in its train.

To visit the children at stated pe-
riods is oné of the works attached to
the office.” This duty in order to its
carrying out with beneficial rofults,
requires thoughtfulness and prudence
on the part of the visitor; these are
found in the person of Mr. O’Connon,
whose gentleness and tact combined

th the nocessary firmness make him
Wst the desirable officer for this de-
licate and important taste. The fos-
ter parents in whose homes these
children are placed, are always en-
couraged by a visit from the in-
spector and far from resenting his
coming look gladly towards it.

Mr. O'Connor has on several occa-
sions added a good deal of informa-
tion to the general fund possessed by
those interested in the subject of the
care of neglected children. In 1901
he was delegate to the Conference ot
Charities and Corrections, held at
Detroit, he was also a delegate to
the conference lately held at Bufialo.
Toronto societies too, had had the
benefit of the lucid explanations
which he is always prepared and glad
to impant to thosc interested. Mr.
‘| 0’Connor is a member of the C.M.B.
A., but, apart from this, the many
duties connected with his work, do
not permit of membership in  many
associations. Any information con-
nected with the subject will be gladly
forwarded by Mr. O’Connor on <ap-
plication to him at his office at the
Parliament Buildings, Toronto.

MR. WILLIAM O'CONNOR.

To save children from squalid, un-
healthy or evil surroundings and to
place them in an atmosphene, healthy
in every sense of the word, to look
after their physical, mental, moral
and religious being, to place them
in homes and provide them with an
education that will enable them . to
make a way for themselves in the fu-
ture, and to stand before God and AFRICAN MISSIONS.—In all the
the world as practical Christians and } churches throughout the diocese, the
law-abiding citizens, is surely a most | collection taken up at the Offertory
commeondable work—a work worthy | on the Feast of the Epiphany, is to
of being well and widely known, in | go towards the support of the Afric-
order that others incited by exam- | gn Missions.
ple, may be drawn to the vine-yard

' and may share in the laborers’ re-
ward.

““In the saving of neglected and de-
pendent children, the Province of On-
tario is in advance of any district or
country in the world.”” This auota-
tion is the statement of Mr. William
O’'Connor, inspector of neglected and
dependent children, whose headguart-
ers are at the Parliament Buildings,
Horontoj and whose official jurisdic-
%iom is confined only by the boundar-
ies of the province. The work in

FOR THE JUBILEE.—Friday be-
ing the 8th of the month, devotions
in preparation for the coming jubilee
of the Immaculate Conception will {pe
held in the different churches. Ves-
pens and Benediction are announced
in addition to the Masses for the
day.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. — At
St. Helen's on Sunday last the finan-
which Mr. O'Connor is engaged is of | cial statement of the Building Fund
a most important character, and yet | of the parish, was read from the pul-
with the exception of those in actnal { pit. A sum, amounting to a little
touch with it or who come directly | over three thousand dollars, collected
under its influence, there are compar- | since the clearing off of the debt was
atively few acquainted with it. shown to be on hand; now districts

It is carried on under Govemnment | had been addeh to the collectors cir-
auspices, officers being appointed to | cuit, and these during the past three
see to its carrying out, for the Cath- [ months had raised the average to
olic children who come under the | over one hundred dollars a month.
¢lass in \guestion, an officer has been | Altogether the system inaugurated in
appointed in the person of Mr. O’'Con- | the parish about six years ago has
nor. proved itself the most satisfactory

Mr. O'Connor was born in Toron- | possible to the pastor and executive,
to, and received his education and | and one, too, which falls but lightly
early training with the Christian [ ypon the people at large.

Brothers in the schools of St. Fat-
ricla's parish. He is of Irish descent,
his father and mother being both
Yrish. For the greater part of his
adult life he has been a member of
St. Basil’s parish, and for twelve
years held the position of treasurer
of St. Basil’s Conference of St. Vin-
cent de Paul; this long term of ser-
vice proved a grand training for the
work in which he is now engaged, it | are concerned, we are not in quite as
also developed and fostered the in- | good showing as last year. This,
clination and liking necessary. however, is probably due to the new

Mr. O’Connor has held the position | system of electing and voting which
of inspector for the past three years, | seems to have minimized chances all
during’ that time he has visited all round.
parts of the province. either placing Mr. Burns who, for years, did good
children in homes, or visiting them ] service fon the city, 18 now altoge-
some time after being domeciled. Be- ther out; running, not for alderman,
gides looking after children neglectod but for one of the four comptrollers,
by one on both parents, or in charge | it is not perhaps greatly to be won-
of dissoluts or drunken persons, it is§ dered at that he was defeated, as
also the work of the inspector to | this position carrying with it $1,200
visit the various reformative institu- | a year, was keenly contested. The
tions of the province, when request- | election of Alderman Hubbard repre-
ed, or thought desirable. The Catho- sentative of the colored people, as
Aic wards of the Children’s Aid So- § one of the four controllers, is one
ciety for the past year were thirty- [ which does Toronto credit, showing
‘five, and in the official report we | as it does that prejudice was not al-
read that “these children are under | lowed to stand in the way of the
the special care of Mr,  William | recognition of merit. Mr. B, - J.
0’Connor, who has with marked ab- | Hearn, who ran for aldermanic hon-
_ility and acceptance looked after the | ors in Ward 4, presented himself to
interests of Catholic children gener-{ the city for the first time; his defeat
ally. In addition to the above he|is no subject for discouragement ;
has when opportunity offered assist- | though well known to his co-religion-
‘ed the various Catholic orphanages | ists, he was, perhaps, not so well
by visiting and reporting upon the known to citizens generally; tbls
_progress of the wards.”” During the | year's introduction will tend to fu-
yoar,  too, seventy-five applications | ture The re-clection of  Al-

joro made at the provincial office for | derman J. J. Ward,  together with'
‘Catholic children to be adopted in | his heading the poll in Ward 6, was
Catholic families, these applications | no surprise. As one whose activity
filled either from the different | in the City Council has for some
Aid Societies or from 1he | years made itseli~felt, the eloction of

anages. " | Alderman Ward js assured when
hoc to t :

CIVIC ELECTIONS. — During the
past week the city has been given
over almost entirely to the civic elec-
tions. The usually exciting Mayoral-
ty contest was this year missing,
Mayor Urquhart being returned by
acclaination. So far as we Catholics

popular, each, too, a pers
of many of the ratepayers; at 'th
same time in all probabilif pos-.
sesses, even to the admirer of both,
some quality on qualities, which
make him better suited to the posi-
tion than does the other; to acknow-

ledge this, however, in open voting!

is to give undoubted offence to the
one whom the vote will act against;
the “ballot’” would make recogni-
tion of fitness possible withouv of-
fence to cither. We have still some
remnants of old pioneer days, which
require to be swept away before the
manner of selecting a School Board,
will be satisfactory to the minds’of
the majority.

.

THE CRIB IN ART. — A marked
improvement is noticeable in the pre-
sentation of the Crib in our churches
at Christmas. Many years ago, crud-
ity in this connection was probably
not conspicuous under the then ex-
isting circumstances, but looking
back to a few years only, the make-
up of some of our cribs was any-
thing but suggestive of the reality.
A change for the better is everywhene
observable; the paper angels and taw-
dry ornamentation once part of the
make-up, are now rare; occasional
cheap scrolls are still to the fore,
but in time they, too, will probably
disappear.

St. Patrick’s Church of our city
has long been first in the matter of
crib equipment; the Cathedral, too,
has now a complete outfit of figures
in stone; the Blessed Virgin, St. Jos-
eph, the shepherds, the sheep, ass,
and ox are all there, and the effect
is highly suggestive. Even in our
poorer churches, where much statu-
ary is as yet impossible, simplicity
appears to be the key-note; the bare
surroundings and the straw covered
floor now presented, seem in much
better taste and are much more sa-
tisfying than the more elaborate and
gilded garnishings of the Christmas
Crib of the past.

Deaths in United States

There were, according to the <cen-
sus, about one million deaths in the
United States in the year 1900, from
all causes.Two diseases claimed over
onehundred thousand victims, twenty-
three carried off from ten thousands
to one hundred thousand, and the re-
maining 193 causes of death range
from ten thousand downward. The
following table gives the number of
deaths from the twenty-five principal
diseases:—

Disease No. of deaths.
Consumption ..... Gl e 109,540
Pneumonia

Heart disease ...... ...... w.ee. ... 68,450
Typhoid fever ...... ..cce veveee . 85,810
Bright’s desease ... 32,150
Old age ... ... 29,200
Apoplexy .. . 26,980
Cancer 25,930
Cholera infantum .. « 25,270
Paralysis ...... ..o . 22,540
Bronchitis . 20,150
Entenitis .. 19,660
Meningitis . . 19,400
Debility .. 16,900
Diphtheria .. 16,400
Influenza ... 16,800
Convulsions ...... . ... 15,200
Malarial fever ... . 14,800
Prematire birty .. 14,700
Measles ..... .o ... 12,800
Croup ...... . 12,500
Dysentary . .. 11,700
Dropsy . 11,200

. 11,100

Brain disease .
.111,000

Inanition ..

Total of above diseases ....699,040
198 rémaining causes ... ...201,800

The birth rate in the northeastern
Btates in 1900 was only 23.8 in the

‘central and northern states 25.9, in

the western states 26.9, and in the
southern states 81.5. When to the
heavy birth rate in the southern
states are’ added a lower rate and a

rapidly increasing immigration, it

will raquire very little figuring to

show where the south will stand in |
the next census. : ;

You can conduer y‘oui‘ ¢-.rw 1more

quickly if you do not continuaily car-
ry a long face.

that weep than to re-

'hoy ‘rejoien. e

We. have been asked to state why
it is that several of the mligious or-

ders in France have asked for hor-

. r cash
; _n” ‘discounts or
i g ; und'lotedducounts will hold good for the month of]

ization under the Law of Associa-
tions, while others, including the Je-
suits, refused to apply for such au-
thorization. The person who asked
this question seemed to be under the
impression that all the orders should
have either asked for such authoriza-
tion or have refused to ask for it,
We could easily answer this ques-
tion, for there are several reasons
why that which suited one order, as
a course to adopt, did not suit an-
other one. But the simplest way is
to take an extract from the Declara-
tion of the Provincials of the .Jesuir
Order in France. This document was
signed, at Paris, on the 1st October,
1903, by Rev. R. deScoraille, 8. J.,
Provincial of Toulouse; Rev. 1. T'elle-
tier, 8.J., Provincial of Champag
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Rev. M. G. Labrosse, 8.J., Provin-
cial of Paris; and Rev. M. Pouillon,
8.J., Provincial of Lyons. The de-
claration begins with a sketch of the
Law, of its aims, of the fdelays
granted for asking authorization,
and of the impossibility of putting
faith in the promises of the Govern-
ment. The Provincials point out
that this Law is merely another step
in the warfare waged aguinst the
Church; and the fact that each fresh
representation made by the Fuly See
was met by a fresh attack upon the
liberties of the congregations, r.icves
the futility of asking ‘or an author-
tzation that, even if granted, wonld
carry with it no guarantee of free-
dom,

In closing, the declaration says:—
‘“In making = this declaration, far
from us any thought of condenwming
those of our brethren in religious life
who think pnoper to act diffrently.
We know how full of bitterness is
the deliberation. Forced to select
between two evils, both very grave,
between the ruin in all directions
that must follow a refusal to apply,
and on the othen hand, the deep at-
tack made by the Law upon the pre-
rogatives of the Church as upon in-
dividual liberty, any hesitation is
easily understood, and the Sovereign
Pontiff, himself, under certain reser-
vations, has leit to the orders full
freedom of choice. Several among
them believe that they can find a
conciliatory means of satisfying the
Government without sacrificing the
rights of the Holy See. For our
part, between the Government which
insists on the condition, pri'or to au-
thorization, the abandonment by the
orders of canonical exemption, and
the Holy See which declares—that it
‘‘cannot permit any ignoring or les-
sening of the direct and immediate
exercise of its supreme authority
over the orders and religious institu-
tions’”’ (Letter of Cardinal Gotti to
the Bishop of France, 10th July,
1908), we admit, with all the reli-
gious who have taken the road to
exile or have dispersed, that we can-
not find any formula of conciliation.
Being persuaded, moreover, that to
ask for authorization would mean to
deliver unto the Church’s adversaries
works a hundred times approved of
by her, to sacrifice our individual
rights, our independence and our dig-
nity. That it would be a heavy blow
at our very religious life, and in its
most intimate relations. That, being
placed in a position to ‘renden
France a signal service, by resisting,
according to our strength, a religious

would mean a refusal to sacrifice
ourselves for her; there remains, we
beliéve, for us nothing else than to
accept the part that our duty as
Frenchmen, as Catholics and as reli-
gious, dictates. And we: that
no person amongst those who are
not blinded by party spirit and sec-
tarian prejudices, will see in our con-
duct an act of insubordination or of

_rebellion, but rather the fulfilment of

that which we consider to be oun
duty. :

hour, when the future appears dark- |
est for us, our greatest regret is tha
we can no longer work for th
of France, and to see expen
in missions—energles that
without credit and utility.

CURTAINS.

LACE CURTAINS from 20 to 80 per cent.
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FURNITURE.

DINING-ROOM FURNITURE
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s fnd 30porcent of. ' 7 ish and Weathered Oak, 10, 20, 53
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ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT.

For the New Year’s trade we have on exhibitio i :
Goods and Novelties, consisting of the following : & lange variety of Electrical
21:0%’10&1 Brongzes, from one to five lights.

t 2

Ao 3::3\1 and Oriental Portables in all thy latest European styles and

Reading Lamps in Old Brass, @ilt, Pompeiian, etc., etc.
Silk and Paper Shades for Holiday Decorations. ;
A beautiful display of Electroliers, Oelling Lights, Brackets, etc

Special attention given to House Wiring, Electric Bells. i ;
description. i

COLORED DRESS COODS.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS IN THIS DEPARTMENT
Per Cent. off all goods placed on T Jonge from 20 to
10 Ber Oent. off all Shelf Goods. ables and Gounters.
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22 dozen Heavy Stitched Oxford Hats and T o
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CAPS.

R R e

T 3 pes). Regular $1,00, $1.25,
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Boyl:;.oaaop:ér';i:::" laps, puil bands, or Heavy Golf Oaps, 500 to 750,
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persecution that'is killing her, it |

Umbrellas and Walking Sticks.

2 m:.:ro.' llfoeat Umbreilas, steel rods, good covers, cased, etc. Regular $1.50,

1 lot of Fine Gloria 8ilk U : i i
egular $2.90, for .Q.OO.mb“““' fine mountings, silk cased, tight rolling.

All Other Umbrellas not advertised less 20 per cent.

WALKING STICKS.
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IVORY HASDLE O R 2050
ONYX HANDLE CANES.. 20 po
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- NECKWEARS. :
This Department offers_special inducements during this month. Several lines
will be reduced twm 26 per cent. to 75!';0,;_’. - Bee our Bargain Tables.
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uslin Appiique.

“It is a painful resolution that we |
are forced td take all the works to |§;
which we have devoted our lives, are |
| threatened with destruction. Tn an

conflic

fﬁcm of conflict’ will
|ong the Corean coast.
moment, there is yet a
may prevail. If th
has been preaching peace
has really been in oo.rng
pot been playing the pa
nypocrite, his influence
the grasping paw of* the
. and restore cunﬂdq
an and to that Empire’s
tegees. But the Czar me
\those who preach to ot
which they do not wish
-{hemselves. The utteranc
Czar nave been “as full
,pmcepts as a copy book;
‘he was giving expression
‘deughtful sentiments, .his
gions were multiplying
forces were being massed
Eastern frontiers, With
giberian railway at her
Russia has & mighty eng
«tor the walls of smaller
the Onient. There is no
yJapan is strongen than
+the ocean, and may pOSSi
to cripple the best fleet
Czar can send against 1
great oceal victory, or @
of them, cannot sctile 1
Russia has her millions |
ghe can summomn up, at
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strength of the Mikado b
victory should come to hi
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For generations has Cor
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and the Japanese are by
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Russia, like a huge glaci
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his abode in any new sec
world, it is no easy mat
flodge him. It is true th
appears less anxious for
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‘ime, the conflict, and nc
iit ultimately, that Russ
And in this she has hen d
Her enemy; more vivaciou
ited, is simply boiling ©
haste to strike a blow.
(conscious of great strengt
ly on account of her sple
.ghe also feels that she has
on her side, and that the
the Powers agree with he

1t is to be hoped that
will avert this war. If ey
flict were to be confined
and Japan the affair wo
to bad—great as the stri
be; but the danger is th
maelstrom  would almos
«drag into its vortex othe

Powers. Neither Great I
France, non Germany cou
with indifference; their re
terests in the Orient wou
«clearly at stake, It woul
amfortunate if the twenti
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«of conflict such as marke
ing years of the nineteen
©One hundred years ago
was ablaze as the conque
an swept, in triumph, fr
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try on all the continent '
volved, to some degr
phhirlwind of destruction.
happily to come to pass
strip of land, in the far
such powers as Hussia ¢
were to come to blows,
would be felt, not only
but all over the eivilized
a century ago the Orim
bone of contention, mﬁ
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va have remained to tell
British, French, Turkish i
antagonisms. If Peace b
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