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I took the liberty of

, : v'>:'

“■g
’ing out some striking passages

_ a l an article entitled “The Enig­
ma," from the pen of Rev. A. Bel- 

S.J., in the “Messenger of
l the Sacred Heart." The striking 

manner in which Father Belanger 
brougnt out the paradox of the 
French Government's attitude to­
wards the religious orders, seems to 
have interested a great many of 
your leaders; and, as I have come 
upon the continuation of the subject, 
by the same writer, under the head­
ing “The Triple Seal," 1 have taken 

.the liberty of reproducing a few of 
the most important paragraphs in 
this second article. It will be found 
that they contain an exceedingly 
«leer and ably arranged exposition 
of what a religious—that is a mem- 
bèr of a religious community, male 
or female—really is. As a rule, the 
adverse critics of religious orders ar­
gue from a negative standpoint — 
that is to soy. they dwell upon ajl 
that a religious is not, but they 
rarely tell, because they do not

In order to give.
acte of these 

| have . Éü
or. receive.

Here comes a most surprising, yet 1
positively true statement to the ef­
fect that :—

"Tlio religious is, as we will see 
later, n perfect communist who 
transmits integrally to the commu­
nity the fruit of his labos,' These are 
facts. Are they in any way detri­
mental to society or prejudicial to 
man's dignity?"

What is a '"parasite? The monks 
have been repeatedly styled the par­
asites of society.

"À parasite is one who, though 
healthy and qualified to work, takes 
his case and makes no return for the 
bread which his charitable neighbor 
provides for him."

Does this apply to the religious, 
no matter what the nature of his 
Order?

“Look at the mendicant Capuchin. 
Does lie beg in order that he may 
live a worthless do-nothing? No; he 
prays day and night, preaches, hears 

! confessions, goes out on missions,
I and the day is scarcely long enough 
j for the accomplishment of his tasks.

___ Of course, this does notSappeal Very
know, or because they don't want strongly to you because you make
to say. What n religious actually is i °' .his •'atious. Be it

J I SO—give him nothing. Those who
help him, in turn make use of his 

. aid. and thus he gives his services 
'A in exchange for what he receives ; 

i therefore, where, i ask, is the par-

them.

formers wore cal
and spread all___
from year to year their 
multiplied in number afid c.
The condition of affairs took a mid­
den change, when, in 158», Henry 
H., met an untimely death, and his 
son, Charles IX., succeeded him to 
the throne. But Charles was a minor 
and his mother undertook to govern 
France. This caused discontent 
among ihe followers of Calvin, and 
they broke out into open rebellion. 
Every outrage of civil war, rapes, 
plunder, sacrilege and murder mark­
ed their progress, .They banlàhed 
Catholdfc'worship from every to ton 
they came to, profaned the churches, 
massacred the clergy," broke down 
the tombs of the dead and pillaged 
everything Catholic that came in 
their way This was the beginning 
of those fierce contentions, whifch, 
for over thirty years, deluged 
France with blood.

all i

When one of these wilful perverters 
of the truth makes an assertion it 
is somewhat after this manner: 
religious is a mysterious being bound 
by secret -oaths taken in the dark; a 
member of a secret society; a con­
spirator stealthily plotting against 
the State," It is thus that Father 
Belanger defines a religious :—

"A man or woman who, Otie day 
in the presence of God, entered into 
am engagement the keeping of which 
is a matter of conscience only. He 
has vowed to be poor, chaste and 
obedient: that is all."

And in explanation, he says :—
“These vows receive no sanction 

from civil society. The taking of 
them is merely a conscientious act 
and as independent of the police as 
is the resolution to be. a vegetarian. 
■The State knows nothing of it nor 
does it wish to; and if to-morrow a 
religious were to find his life irk­
some he would be free to leave his 
•convent, amass wealth, follow his 
inclinations and even marry should 
it please him. The government would 
a-aise no objection; on the contrary, 
Ilis Honor, the Mayor, would be­
stow J is paternal blessing upon the 
apostate’s marital union. Therefore 
there is no question of restraint up­
on those poor creatures who, in a 
moment of unusual fervor, might 
have had the imprudence to thought­
lessly make vows. All doors are 
open to them, and if they remain in 
the cloister it is solely of their own 
free will. Question tliem. The great 
majority of them will tell you that 
they gladly remain cloistered, fetter­
ed by the love of God, and that 
these vows which are talked of as 
their bugbear, they look upon as 
precious jewels which they guard 

jtnost jealousy."

asitism? The Little Sister of the 
Poor solicits from door to door 
shop to shop, and in halls, hotels 
and colleges. Do you consider her a 
beggar? Well, voluntary beggars 
such as she feed, in France alone, 
no less than 29,000 of the abandon­
ed aged." %

He then proceeds to deal, each in 
turn, with poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. For the present I will 
have to confine my extracts to the 
first of these three vows—that of 
poverty. The reply made to all 
those writers who seek to hold up 
the religious to contempt, us a beg­
gar and a lazy character, is so good 
that fiery little of it can be well left 
out.

But what about the Contemplative 
orders ?

‘First of nil, they are not numer­
ous; many work energetically and 
for very good reasons; and, second­
ly, if they receive alms they pay 
'them buck in prayer.. You do not 
believe in the efficacy of prayer ? 
Very well, then, give them nothing. 
Those who give to them feel that it 
is wise indeed to contribute to the 
support of these generous souls who 
do penance and continually implore 
God to pardon the sins of the world. 
Let them pray. There is service ren­
dered. consequently no parasitism."

Here we have the same grand ar­
gument repeated. If you believe not 
in prayers, or in the utility of the 
work done by monks, no person 
obliges you to support them, nor 
even to encourage them to the value 
of a cent.

Dealing with the subject of exam­
ple, and the gold-adoring idolatry 
of this age the passage is too good 
to permit of its being curtailed. Af­
ter asserting that “Gold is the idol 
of the hour," the writer thus pro­
ceeds ; —

Now for another definition : “The 
vow of poverty consists in the com­
pete abandonment of one’s earthly 
goods, with no hope of ever acquir­
ing any through one’s labor." To 
this ue adds

, “The use made of these goods var- 
iea greatly from the Capuchins, 
Poor Flares, Minims and Trappists, 
whose religious wear <yily the coar­
sest garments, partake of the plain­
est food and observe innumerable 
fasts, to those less austere commu­
nities which, in exchange for the 
earn-*st labor of their members, in­
sure them a modest livelihood. Each 
one must be content to follow the 
common rule, to use worn clothes,

But, in order to pocket this gold, 
how many hazardous compromises 
are made; how many clandestine and 
scandalous bargains are concluded; 
how many consciences sacrificed » 
How many rotten enterprises are 
rushed into at the expense of the 
needy little ones and the deserving 
poor, the politician’s bank account 
thus being swelled and the finan­
cier’s gorgeous castle paid for! And 
how many votes are sold! An elect­
or s vote is worth 10 francs — a 
deputy's is much dearer and it costs 
still more to buy up a newspaper. 
If, on the pillory of honesty, the 
consciences of some men could be 
exposed, there would be seen so vast 
a. traffic in immortal souls that the 
liveliest slave-trade would be dull 
in comparison. Pitiful, harrowing 
spectacle! Here then is the fearful 
evil of actual society. On the one 
side, wo have financial excesses for 
which the rest of men must pay the 
forfeit; on the other, a people in re­
volt and determined to conquer at 
any cost, because of being ground 
down to a state of mediocrity which 
they in rend to endure no longer: and 
between these two extremes, a lot of 
practical epicures to whom duty is 
a meaningless word and whose ideal 
Hfe“ade UP °f a!I the comforts of

Behold the Gordian-knot of Capit­
al and Labor cut! Here is a solu-wujuivu ruie, lu use worn ci

regain Jtom costly diversions, rise I tion of a ornhw Ifll
early aud wait upon himself. Above „ , ° . Problem that vexes the 
«11. and this Is the essential charac- d to"day 1 1(,ave it for the
f ariolfn .if oil o.lf—i____ _ roi-oflll ni.. J..teriatic of all religious poverty, no 
individual can use anything as his 
own personal property. He needs a

careful study of the serious and re­
serve for another week the explana­
tion of this new enigma.

THE MASSACRE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S DAY,

'Hie Catholic Church has been ac­
cused. on many occasions, of perse­
cuting the Protestants. From the 
very time of St. Peter, were not 
the Christians called conspirators 
against the Emperor? Or in as
-------- words, were they not called

.cutors of those who did not be- 
to their religion? But if we 

j the facts as they stand, we 
1 Ond that it is the Catholic 

» that is persecuted apd has 
d injury and insult since its 
ition down to the present day 

--------- that the Christiana
_______- J*og» In the first
■y, to our own '

.when

ants in France on August 24; 1572, 
by Charles IX., which is called the 
massacre of tit. Bartholomew's Day 
Many people look at the matter this 
way. There were a number of Pro­
testants, killed on that dav Thev
ST ^eretori
the Catholic Church put to death
Uves. ‘b'uTTVsZ ’same "people 
7Tiid,°uy SÉ time l<> look ™pPa

find someU,™gTha™atworu.dheV T"'6 
their opinions* W°U’d Chang®

To check the fanaticism that was 
spreading with such violence, mili­
tary force become necessary. In i.568 
the Catholic party organized. That 
is the crime which Catholics commit­
ted— they organized. From that 
day to this, Protestantism has sanc­
tioned the outrages committed by 
these Huguenots, but that Catholics 
possessed any rights to their own 
churches, their own ideas of wor­
ship, their shrines, tombs, monu­
ments and pictures, was never enter­
tained for a moment.

The Duke of Guise commanded the 
royal army against the Huguenots, 
who were under the leadership of 
Conde. On the_,one side it was the 
invasion, qed.on tiie other it was 
the defense oï jifêt and .. aficient 
rights. For four years tlh»/ Success 
of the Huguenots varied, now gain­
ing, now losing. Dut it seemed as 
though in the end they gained more 
than they lost. In that time Conde 
was slain, aud his place was taken 
by Colign.v. But the Catholics had 
suffered for his death. The Duke of 
Guise was assassinated; the Hugue­
nots had planned and unsuccessfully 
carried out the conspiracy of Am- 
boise. a brave band of Catholics was 
slain at Ortlicz by Montgomery, and 
at the tattle of St. Denis manv 
Catholics suffered death. In a word, 
in their outrageousness against 
Catholic worship and in their at­
tacks upon the persons of Catholics 
or any>.hing Catholic, the Huguenots 
acted like bloody-thirsty demons. 
Protestant, consciousness at large 
says Starbuck, “all this is abso­
lutely unknown, although their mur­
ders are detailed in full by the Pro­
testant^ Guizot, and the fearful tor­
ments inflicted by them on the cler­
gy, monastic and secular, were set 
forth to all Europe by the Cardinal 
of Lorraine." *

That the royalists, after the pro­
vocation given them, should not 
sometimes have retaliated upon the 
rebels in a manner which religion 
will not justify, we cannot well sup- 
P?se> It was but humah nature. 
The humbler and less instructed por­
tions of the Catholics sometimes re­
taliated in the some measure that 
they saw meted out, and resisted a 
creed that used abuse and violence 
by abuse and violence. But this 
was the action of individuals, not of 
the Catholic Church.

The lulnd pi King Charles lx. had 
been harassed and exasperated by 
the repeated attacks of these infuri­
ated Huguenots upon his authority 
On the occasion of the nuptials of 
Henry of Navarre, which took place 
at Paris, many Huguenots gathered 
there, among them their ringleader, 
Coiigny. A rumor was spread 
through town that Coiigny had de­
signs upon the king's life. His mo­
ther. Catherine, and his chief coun­
sellors insisted that he could no 
longer escape the plots of that par­
ty without then and there putting 
to death or confining the chief lead­
ers Others say that Charles him­
self concocted the massacre. But 
whether the scheme originated with 
the dowager, as the French writers 
say, or with the king himself, as 
the English historians relate, it does 

.not alter the cruel nature of the 
fact. He formed the bloody resolu­
tion of exterminating at a blow all 
the Huguenots in Paris. He had been 
almost wrought to madness by his 
perplexities, and. after hesitating a 
long time, finally yielded to the en­
treaties of those around him and 
cried : "Kill all, then, ail, then, 
that nunc may live to reproach me."
His words were accepted at once, 
and the scheme of murder was set 
on foot. The Huguenots were doom- 
en- On the night of August 24, 
1572, armed citizens and soldiers bo- 
«!t the houses of the Huguenots 
Some German and Italian soldiers 
proceeded to Coligny's house. En­
trance was gained in the king's 
name, and one, Carl Oiancwitz. ran 
the admiral through, while others 
finished him as he fell to the lloor 
The mob mutilated the body and it 
was finally hung on llic public gal­
lows at Montfaucon. Then the 
houses In which Huguenots lived 
were located. The soldiers iSrat. in, 
killing nil they found. But the citi- 
zens seemed to have gone too far 

i,“ tlhn njternoon they were or- 
ilered to lay down their arms — 

as it were, .
>io4r^pSfi

_ _ - V-'-
off al, restraint

in the

entered into a 
it* overthbow; 
ed not to lay down 
king had laid down 
king's life and crow*. „„„ wll- 
tinual danger from their machina­
tions; that the ravaged provinces, 
the plundered monasteries and 
churches, the demolished altars, the 
bldbd of murdered citizens and the 
heaps of loyal subjects slain in bat­
tle called for vengeance. But we do 
not attempt hero to judge whether 
these reasons Justify a monarch in 
the violent measures he adopted. Wo 
can say, though, that the deed was 
not -he result of a long and preme­
ditated plot, as Voltaire and others 
maintain. And if we follow the his­
tory of the whole affair we can easi­
ly see that it was but the effect of 
a sudden fit of anger and .revenge on 
the Part of King Charles. Perhaps 
the best cause for it was the first 
law of nature, "eclf defense." We 
can infer from history that religion 
had nothing to dq, with this odious 
deed, except to stop its progress, ns 
much as possible, weep over its vic­
tims and pray for its dead. As in 
the first, century, the Homan gener­
al, Trajan, when advaHHng on Jeru-

that this 
less :

had i

really far less in nui 
and brutality, than the massacre of 
the Irish Catholics under Cromwell,- 
and does not greatly exceed the num­
ber of victims of tho Huguenot out— : 
break of 15B3. It is said of Fene- 
lon, that when he addressed the son 
of King James II., he drew the fol­
lowing beautiful maxims : "Never 
force your subjects to change their 
religion. No human power can reach 
the impenetrable recess of the free 
wil, of the heart. Violence can never 
persuade men; it serves only to 
make typocrites. Grant civil liberty 
to all, not In approving everything 
as good, nor regarding everythin 
as indifferent, but in tolerating with 
patience everything whatever Al­
mighty God tolerates, and endeavor­
ing to convert men by mild persua- 
sion.”—A. J. M„ in the Catholic 
Universe.

YOUNG MEN’S SOCIETIES IN GREAT BRITAIN.

The town selected for the confer­
ence of tho Catholic Young Men’s 
Society this year, says the “Catho­
lic Times" of Liverpool, was Car­
diff. Here a most successful gather­
ing was held, at the invitation of 
llis Lordship the Bishop of Newport, 
who showed how groat is the inter­
est he takes in the Society both by 
his presence at the different«v vwv ume* «m, func- neia ov numbers of 
Lons and his splendid-address at the ! scientific men of the day viz
Wi'll1 wit1 tnectlng-an address which ' there is no such thing as 'the 
"ill loner remain in tho momnrv nf I v.. a ... .------- . « ° l,,uro w no such thing as the realwill long remain in the memory of freedom of the human will but that 
those who were fortunate onnmrh trx I o 4___ : DUt tnat

~ . -----------------........ ... 111VTUUI y V*
those who were fortunate enough to * 
hear it;. Than Cardiff no better place 
could have been chosen. A new 
branch of the Society has been start­
ed in that pleasant town, and has' 
been given a great stimulus. Every­
thing conduced to success. The 
Mayor of the town, Mr. Andrews, al­
though not of the Faith, showed 
that he cordiajly sympathized with 
the Society’s efforts to make their 
fellow-men better socially, intellec­
tually, and morally, his presence and 
words of welcome, together with his 
support of the resolution with re­
gard toe the abolition of the Acces­
sion Oath>- forming a very gratifying 
feature of the proceedings. Nothing 
could have been better than the ar­
rangements made by the district 
committee to ensure the comfort of 
the delegates and the attainment of 
the objects of, the conference. Tfle 
various meetings were well attended, 
and everything went off in a manner 
which gave the greatest possible sa­
tisfaction.

ed, prepared, and adorned' that a 
man has no choice but to be good; 
and, on the other band, that if he 
lives amidst dirt and' temptation he 
has no choice but to be bad. This 
tendency of popular thought would 
not be so dangerous did there not 
lie beneath it a most fatal and far- 
reaching dogma, or rather negation, 
held by numbers of the so-called 

that 
real

a man inevitably and without ex­
ception follows his attractions, men­
tal or physical, and is therefore com­
pletely a l the mercy of the persons 

I*16 things that lie nearest to

The following is a summary of the 
eloquent and practical address deliv­
ered by His Lordship the Bishop of 
Newport. He said 

Every demonstration of Catholic 
life and activity is a stimulus to 
those who join in it and to» those 
who witness it. Nd deuht the King­
dom of God is within; it is primar­
ily a ixtifte and condition of the spir- 

of each man. But as we are 
made to live in society, and as every 
man, for good or for evil, must talk 
labor, and suffer, it follows that a 
true Christian must show "himself to 
be one, and that his words, actions, 
and achievements are of interest, not 
to himself alone, but to all that 
community on whose senses and ap­
prehensions another man’s external 
life plays contiguously, like the air 
and the light of heaven upon the tis­
sues of the things that grow. A so­
ciety, if it is anything more than a 
dining or sporting club, is intended 
for the improvement of its members 
physically, intellectually, or spirite­
dly perhaps in all three ways. But 
by the very fact that it is a society 
it does not undertake to effect such 
improvement automatically, but ra­
ther to force a man to improve him­
self. For there are two ways of do­
ing good to this old and well-worn 
world of ours—or rather to the race 
which, generation following genera­
tion, has to do what it can with its 
surface, its story, and its vicissi­
tudes. One is to work upon the en­
vironment; the other is to work up­
on men’s own natures. One is to 
clear and purify the stage on which 
a man lives; the other is to strength­
en those who have to act upon that 
stage. One is to invoke the aid of 
the dtate and the philanthropist in 
order to extinguish public vice, to 
remove temptation, and to make 
things comfortable for the good and 
unpleasant for the wicked; and the 
other is to take in hand each man
thîi c.ver:v cla8s of men, to inform 
their Intelligence, to lift up and for­
tify their Will, and to purify their 
heart, so that they may be more , 
less independent of external encoui 
agemont and secure against the pei ils that surround them. P6'

----- . ... -

I will not stop to explain how tflg 
unchristian view is modified or toned 
down so as to make it less irreli­
gious, it is sufficient for the moment 
to point out that it is to it we owe 
a. large amount of the stir or fuss 
that is made in this country about 
the ] rotection of the poor, the 
ignorant, and the young; a protect 
tion which I do not deny may often, 
as far us it goes, be excellent and 
praiseworthy, but which bmmot but 
be largely discredited by the inten­
tions of some of its promoters, and 
which whilst doing some good, often 
does fur more harm by turning men's 
attention . from the' essential and 
paramount truth that a good man 
can only be good by . the goodness of 
his own heart. You may place him 
amid surroundings the most pure 
and the most holy—you may place 
him in an enclosed Paradise, more 
secure than even Eden was against 
the intrusion of the serpent — and 
yet. unless he rules his appetites and 
steels his will-power, he will fall. 
And, on tho other hand, you may set 
him in a fiery furnace of temptation 
and if ho is master of himself, not 
a thread of his garment will he 
scorched or a hair of his head be 
hart. I'he object and purpose of n 
society like yours is to awake all 
the seeds of good in a man'* nature 
and to rouse him to strength and enl 
durance; to Inform him, to fortify 
him, to stimulate him. so that he 
may be, as ever man ought to be 

tower, set up resolutely 
and held manfully, against enemies 
and storms and the waves of the 
restless eca. This, I eay, is what 
every man ought to be and therc- 
fore ought to aspire to be. My own 
feeling is that one of the great per- 
ils of this age is that we should for­
get the powers and the capabilities 

urm Wn mRnNod. our own free 
will We cannot be too humble to­
wards Hod, our Heavenly Father,, 
the source of all light and strength. 
But -,ve may easily be-I will not say 
too humble, but too forgetful, too 
despondent, too abject, towards tho 
world and the devil. 0

iticaTi actu- 
Btuf*y the 
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generation in
“ "form, but
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Now, there can be no more ef 
way to learn than to 

lo write. I.say, even ... 
tempt to write; for I am not 
templatmg the case of the inflict,,"Z" 
of crude essays on other people 
man must write a great deal bci,,*
lo 1 ?sk u'° public to listen 
to .what he has written. But thâ 
mere exercise of putting one* 
thoughts °n paper is a most t„.'„ 
able discipline, rewarding the 
tient student in good time by 
?thrLnT|nl °/ R preciaio” °t thought
a breadth of view, and a facility ,, 
expression that can bo gained a, » 
rule. In no other way. ' a

His Lordship also "dwelt on th. 
service rendered by the Secie.v 
through getting its members to pro­
fess (.heir principles before the world 
and in concluding, said : n„ 0 ; 
can consider the origin and il,c 
r, .Ï. ?’ movement, called the 
Cathol.0 Young Men's Societies withl 

d ,*eb'lg th® impulse to admire 
and t» honor the men, whether of 
Ihe laity or. of the clergy, w*o have 
so wisely measured and so persist­
ently ministered to tho needs and the 
requirujnents of the times. Of those 
who have- gone to- their reward T 
could name many. But to look ,, 
further than this hall. we 
around us to-night leaders and
workers who gallantly keep up the 
cause that they have inherited. Wa 
of these South-Western shores can­
not but respect and envy the strong 
organizations of the Norlh-to whom 
we would fain have accorded am.,,, 
imposing welcome. And whilst w.i 
look up to them, we arc anxious. I 
am sure that the young branches 
that exist.among ourselves may pro. 
fit by their example and emulate 
their vigor.

INVENTORS AT WORK.

CARRYING LETTERS. - An in­
genious mail service system lias been 
devised by a Massachusetts invent­
or. The arrangement is quite com­
plicated, but the manner in which 
the mechanism works is described ns 
beautifully simple.

Letters, instead of being placed in 
the ordinary boxes aru dropped into 
receptacles, which are conveyed by 
electrical motors to the central sta­
tion. Swiftly and noiselessly these 
mail boxes move through the air, 
stopping at regular Intervals fur 
more mail, their arrival at and de­
parture from each point being timed 
as exactly as under the present sys­
tem. In a word, they are designed 
to do the greater part of the work 
that postmen do at present.

Of course, by this method, though 
letters can be transmitted to and 
from any point in a city, or perhaps 
a greater distance, they cannot be 
delivered at individual houses. On 
the other hand, it is -claimed that, 
so far ns time is concerned. these 
electrically propelled mail boxes are 
far superior to any system now in 
use.

.i.lI.'8.t'°rÿhi[> weBt 0,1 to point out 
that the Society teaches its mem­
bers the lesson of self-restraint and 
deepens the sense of respect and rev­
erence for authority, without which 
no one can be completely a man 
and co i ti mi ing, said : But the Sol 
ciety is more than a moral medicine 
or a moral gymnasium for the ouri- fymg ami the training of Lman 
hearts nqd souls. I have followed & 6

A VIOLIN REST —Young people 
who are learning the violin will be 
interested to know that a device 
has just been invented which is like­
ly to prove of much service to them. 
It is in the form of a support for 
the arm, and it is asserted that by 
its metfhs the instrument con bo al­
ways held in an absolutely correct 
position. Tho inventor is a. distin­
guished violinist, and the device is 
indorsed by Dr. Laborde, a Paris 
physician, who thinks so highly of 
it that he spoke in its favor a few 
days agb before the French Academy 
of Medicine.

The support consists of a semi-cir­
cle which enfolds the lower part of 
the arm a little above the elbow, 
and which is connected with a belt 
that can be lengthened or shortened 

to the Size of the arm. Its 
lines* lies in the fact that

- -----its muscular fatigue, keeps
the shoulder in a proper position 
and finally ogives the arm that power 
over the instrument which it must 
have in order to produce the best ef-
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