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Ten Minutes’ Talk With the Workers

THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WORKING-CLASS MOVEMENT

N opening your newspaper this
O week you have probably been
struck with the amount of space and
criticism devoted to the great Labor
Conference that is being held at Glas
gow. It is to be hoped you take an
interest in_ such proceedings, since,
for good or ill, this Annual Congress
of Unions indicates in a way how,
and in what direction, the trend of
opinion in the labor world is mov
'Ingt No doubt you will say that a
great many things said at such a
gathering do not truly refleet. the
real opinions of the men and women
of our class suposed to be represent
ed. Tt is certainly seldom that we are
consulted on the questions that are
raised, these mostly being put for-
ward by permanent officials, who
never take the trouble to ask us what
we are thinking, on the matter: while
many of the loudest talkers have bheen
80 long removed from the bench. or
shop, that their acquaintance with oun
actual neéeds are second-hand

That, however, is no reason for dis-
missing the proeeedings of such Con
gresses as of no concern of ours
rather is it a reasop why we should
not only take a more active interest
ourselves but encourage our mates
to do the same. This we can do by
taking up the most important mat-
ters raised at the Conference and dis
cuss them amongst ourselves. It is
better we should do that than take
our opinions from the ordinary daily
or weekly newspapers, which are gen-
erally interested in perverting the
truth to our disadvantage

But to be able to appreciate the
arguments raised, and to give them
justice, it is well that you should
have a clear understanding of the
purposes, or what we might ecall the
foundations of the Labor movement
I don’t know if it is necessary to re
fer to the absurd suggestion that is
oftens circulated in what we call the

capitalist newspapers, viz.,, that the
Labor movement is the work of agita
tors whose interests are wrapped up
m self-aggrandisement. That in some
instances there are such people is
quite true It is also probably truc
to say that no movement, whateve:
its denomination or character, can
escape the poisonous influence of the
type of person who aJways thinks of
number® one. But, not to insult your
intelligence, while at the same time
answering the charges, it is perhaps
enough to say that while 50 or 500
people might be fooled for a time, it
is absurd to think of a movement
numbering 5,000,000 workers., not to
speak of the millions in othe coun
tries, being maintained and carried
on by deception The ‘‘agitators’’’
theory might be described by saying
it is a false cry to side-track and
divide us against each other, though
whatever imposters may be found you
would be well advised to give them
their notice to quit

Nor is the Labor movement a phil
anthropic  or charitable institution.

carried on Dy \w.'ut'nni:\ outside owm
selves who proposes to do something
for us I hope you have sufficient
~v3"'m\;n»u1 to spurn the thought, but
you have probably met many of om
1ellows as 1 1ave 4{uru. W hose con
ception of the Labo movement was
no higher than a benevolent ~m’i4‘1_\
they might turn for help
when in distress With such 'u'u[l“"
it 1s very difficult to make real pro
I'ess 111 ¢ 'i‘l‘_‘. are so self ')lv\l'\\l{’
however, there is a dif

terent ‘.P»- ""u't\il.u up }!l our l.IV‘:

self-reliant and dignified Ty pe

its stand upon the right
0

workers to control the great forees

of social life hich are made possible

by our produective eftorts m 1he

mines, railways, factories and work

shops With suech men and women

~—  The Socialist (Glasgow)

Is now clearly recognized that if
we are to be free from the harassing
conditions of ]'ll\l‘Ufl'Jl\ society, we
1

must assert our rights as workers and

clear out all who are not prepared
R

to do some kind of social service on

behalf of the community

in other words, and despite the at
tempts of some of our. so-called lead
ers to prove the contrary, it is be-
coming self-evident that the roots of
our modern Labor movement lie in
the economic relations of the classes.

You need not be alarmed at such
ilixl.wcnhﬂ:i\, as the ‘“‘economic rela
tions of the classes. '’ It SHDPLY means

that, thanks to our present arr

ange
ient of things, you and I, and the
class to which we belong, are strip

l"‘{ of all

tools of wealth production are con
cerned and, consequently are depend
ent on another elass (our employers)

1

o obtain our living

In the language of political econo
nists we are the sellers of a particu
ar article of merchandise—our labor
power while oun ’Hl'b"l_\l’l'\ stand oup
posed to us as buyers. Such is brief

the actual

relations of the classe

It has become fashionable of late
0 SOM¢ orf  our would-be adviser
or leaders fto diseredit this great
truth 'Hui\ g0 out of their way to

try and prove that we are not mere
ommodities Putting aside ulterior

wfives what they really mean is that

we, the workers, should not he treat
ed, or bartered about, as 80 much
raw 1aterial What ‘1|n"\ evident
il to see is, that a recognition
ont "'IAIH;""]'_\ tatus in SOeiety o

it imply our acceptance of it |

deed, the basie objeet of the Labor

movement, whether it is conscious

10 destrovesu:

ecogmzed or not. 1
tate of affairs as makes the bul

of mankind (the toiling masses) the
’

slaves of the minority

property so far as the

I"‘i'”" all irguments to the con
trary, the hard fact, that we are only
looked upon today and treated as so
muvh raw material for profit-making,
forms the pivot of ou orking-class
movement Al attempts to veneer
it are doomed to failur It will per
sist and be an influenece for evil so

long as we allow things to go on as
they are, ie., so long as we think
our purpose in life is merely to work
for wages and be content to leave

others to do the “lving

Herve, then, is where vour respon

sibility comes in Assuming you have
made up your mind that life offers
mwore than the mere prospect of work
ing for wages that others might live
in idleness and luxury ; assuming also
you are determined to make an cnd
of this system, which compels us to
combine in self-defence you will
agree that it is necessary to carry
your mates with you. But to carry
them ith you implies an ability to
couvinee them of the u’b.;m"\ for
which the Labor movement exists
Now it is quits possible you are de

ficient 1 that direction and feel vou
are not quite able to put up strong

argument Should suek be the

case
vou have no need to despair. At the
end of this month will begin the usual
! I ol \"l"iﬂi \"“'|l"“ l'l;'\\('\ ‘l"\i‘—')["ll

ieh as you If there is one in
vour distriet you can not do better

han enrvol right away and get bhetter
quainted with the seientifie founda-
s of our working-class movement
There 18 no better remedy for get
g rid of the sentimental drivel that
often urged as a reason for our
ims or demands, than a session of
tudy in the prineciples of politieal
cconomy, history, or sociology
Above all it gives you that power
hich ecomes from knowledge, and
ithout whiech we never can be free.
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Labor Forces in the United States @00 i

I.\' view of the determined stand
of the .Steel Trust against

iny
form of organization in the steel in-
dustry, even of so reactionary a job
trust as the A. F. of L, a deter-
mination which is backed by Finan-
cier Morgan, who congratulates Gary
on his stand for Liberty, and en-
forced by all the naked hr‘ll?&?h}‘ of

the steel trust’s pris fully
:'!'xi]'}bwi to handle ‘mass action

‘direct action,”” or any other form
of ““fool aection’’; in view, also. of

he fear that this is the beginning of
war on all unions it is worth ‘,‘,}1}‘-
glancing over the situation of Labor
in the United States

The inecreasing discontent, due to

the pinching of the slave’s
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. ¢ 1
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d the W.illl , ¢hildren hoth
Socialist Labor Party, and the
d Western Federation of Miners

Born in 1905, amid great

‘H“IH» e
] W\ pht in 1908, into the two
[ 1wmed  group Both )
dh to tl | trugele
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| | ] f 10 ]u are hﬂ
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Vi suffered as few groups | ive
their beliefs Many rvebels have
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