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cannot turn the world upside down or the seasons
end for end. Nature has provided us with sum-
mer and winter, and she manifestly does not i?l-
tend to have stock cared for and {ed the same in
winter as in summer. When we attempt to do it,
we multiply ditliculties. That does not mean, of
that we are to leave our stock out in the
cold. Nature endows all her creatures with
ability to withstand climatic adversity, but in the
case of our domestic animals this resistant power
has been reduced by long-continued care, which,
in the effort to promote functional development,
them from the distress and strain
nature. Within limits this is all
right and proper, but deliberation of the whole
subject impresses the danger of going too far in
our artificial protection. The more we do, the
less Nature will attend to, and, as a rule, Nature
does things better than we. The warmer our
barns, the shorter the coat of hair, the more
sensitive the animals are to draft, and the more
delicate when turned out. As a consequence,
many do not get out at all: hence, in addition to
other handicaps, they are denied the benefit of
exercise, so necessary particularly for breeding
stock. So it goes. One thing leads to ‘a.nother,
and the ultimate result is weakened constitutions,
inroads of disease, and reduced profits in feed-lot
or at pail. It takes time for these results to
manifest ‘themselves in serious form, but they are
being manifestet in many Canadian herds to-day,
and the sooner we get nearer the happy mean, to
a more rational system of housing and feeding,
avoiding unwise extremes of exposure on the one
hand, and of pampering on the other, the better
will it be for our pockets and our herds.
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Stallion Inspection and License.

The appointment, by the Minister of Agricul-
Ontario, of a commission to secure a
census of the stallions in service in the Province,

ture for
to report upon their breeding and character as to
and present a recommendation as to
the advisability: of adopting a system of enroll-
ment and possibly of license, with a view to
stricting the usc oi sires of an undesirable class,
has already had the effect of drawing out a dis-
the question which can do no harm,
but rather, as full and free and fair-minded dis-
cussion generally does, has thrown light upon the
whole question of the necessity and the means of
improvement of the horse stock of the country,
which all are agreed is urgently needed, in order
to meet the unprecedented demand for more horses
ol a better class than we have or are likely to
have if, as in the past, inferior and unsound
Whatever may be the recommen-
dation of the commission on the question of licens-
and whatever the subsequent action taken in
the matter, it is a wholesome indication that few
those Participating in the discussion
defended the use of grade sires, but negrly
all have acknowledged the wisdom of the principle
of breeding only from pure-bred and registered
stallions. This admission alone, if it has the
effect of inducing a more general use of the prun-
ing knife, will result in more and a better class
of geldings being placed upon the market, while
the use of only pure-bred sires of a desirable type
will serve to improve the young

soundness

re-

cussion of

sires are usaed.

ing,
of

If any
have

stock coming on
to supply the market in future years.  The temp-
tation to kecp for a stallion a grade colt of more
than average promise ig very strong, and is too
olten yielded to by farmers for their own the
country’s good, the added expense of raising and
handling an entire horse being almost invariably
sutlicient to satisfly them of the mistake of spoiling
the chances of having a first-clasg gelding in order
to raise a third-class stallion that

or

may not more




