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* HE FARMER’S 325ADVOCATE.

A Fiction Defended. s° vividly that they become 
uesh ana blood. to Marian Keith’s fresh, clean, whole- significant that Chinamen are being 

manv lit some story, “ Duncan Polite,” issued summoned home trou. hI- narts of
excep- if they can ira t h* r—.6^ gray’ and by the Re veils, went on to say, “ In America. San Francisco h.. .Hready

tion to the reading of fiction, advo- from the sun—liJht .L» eartb does accordance with a curious custom, furnished her quota, and a movement
biography, ^£old story by a master, such mpg oT^chH^eraÎure d'ïring^rf Mon^jSo^nto. “ * °°* “

a waste of tm,/ CUlm0t be caIled a cent years, the scene is laid in Cana- * «:•
Nature-studv is „ da” Wel1 now, why not ? Where The second Parliament of King

good, and should not be neglected, amusing, and however ^L’adV thl ^°“ld^he New York scribe have Edward’s reign was opened at Weat-

srMr Tw,OT î» 3; z s^~=k3S<sie ssr^ssjr;-^t%m
.S’mTi cîôîèded'ark°ant^ï wSàït “ôme wu à„‘d tomor “,"'2 jEf ^

when lighted—the light is there, but comedy and some romance, and we p-et to us some6phases’ of* the” en" ,<>r P®aCe Wltht th?51’ .'-ft
no rays shine out for them, and they seek ^se in standard works of flc- vironment amid which she h^s "*? made/° A
have no power to move the slide tJon. After a day of toil, an even- wrought and Tiled ? It would ha“ controversy in regard to the Govern- 
Those same people have Quick svin- spent in reading is most restful hr*#>n +Ko • ,, . . , , , , ment of the Transvaal. It was also
pathies, and, by judiciously-chosen Fiction is often educative. Where, Esther Miller^fMarian Keith)’ *of intk“ated that a rigorous polii^' 
books, will oftimes climb higher in outside of real history, can one get Orillia On 1 JitaHhU if*™ ’ ° tending toward the improvemeflt.
Christian graces than many6» one a better ,dea of French brutalité !nd where eS clnada fs mmTn/ to' fovernmental and otherwise of Ire^
who is highly versed in fine-spun the hormrs of the French Revolution Rs own in literature ThZ is land- be carried out These ■
theology. Mr. Taylor thinks the than in Dickens’ " Tale of Two everything abTut tws giori^ Lnd oLT’in The
reading of poetry is necessary to de- Cltles ? Who else gives us such its people and their historv to breed n° t mter”tmS items in the Liberal
velop a fine style in an orator or in a “a8.terly Ascription of the Battle a raœ ol althorT wïo Tie’ hreSv GtoVerpment 8 Programme.
a wr;ter’ a“d indirectly "*« to its °fD^atoeT^. “ Vlrtor Hugo ? giving the worM an ihperîshable
beauties. Poetry is beautiful, it is 4.Do not think that I approve of fic- heritage of prose and Doetrv The
refining and ennobling; but some tion as a daily diet ; but it has its next qLlLr œnhry ’wfi^wit.ÏÏT

of us like our literary—rather, men- uses and lts work, and is no more marvellous industrial
tal—food served up in a different to be condemned than other forms and agricultural strides
dish now and then as well as we of Werature young Nation, but Tntoss we are
1,keA° see our table set with dishes foi\ rankm* ^ poets. I have greatly mistaken, we shall see more
of different kinds. nothing to say, but cannot forbear noteworthy and enduring achieve-

Poetry and prose are both alike in quoting Longfellow on Bobbie Burns, ment in the domain of Canadian t-
tbis they both are expressions of .. erature.
ideas more or less elevating ; they " For rtow he haunts his native land
both are the vehicles used to convey Aa an immortal youth ; his hand 
facts or fancies from the brain of Guides every plow ;
the thinker to the eye of the reader. He 8ita beside each Ingle nook.
This being so, is not poetry fiction__ Hla voice ia in each rushing brook,
a very fascinating form of fiction, Eaoh rustling bough.”
too ?

The foregoing ought to be a great 
enough place for anyone to hold.

Elgin Co., Ont. M. J. T.

veritable.Vl
J. D. Taylor, in “ The Farmer's 

Advocate ” of Feb. 8, takes
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poetry, science and theology as .*.1 .
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Affairs in the Russian Cabinet have 

reached a crisis at which a break 
seems inevitable. Premier Witte and 
Minister of the Interior Durnovo 
have long been at variance. Witte 
holding out for a liberal policy, 
Durnovo for a thoroughgoing, sys­
tem of repression. The present 
cause of division, however, is on the 
subject of the extreme power given to 
the Uovemors-General of the differ­
ent Provinces, which Witte wishes to 
curtail, in order to facilitate a free 
electoral campaign. He has, it ia ^ 
stated, distinctly intimated to the 
Czar that choice must be made be­
tween Durnovo and himself, and the 
next move is awaited with interest.

The deadlock still holds fast at
, Algeciras. Even the delegates ’'tvs ■ *

Prince Arthur of Connaught, who becoming impatient, while some of 
is at present in Japan, and, will the British papers come out-and-out 
pass through Canada on his return, with the opinion that Germany had 
has invested the Mikado with the little excuse for calling- à conference 
B itish Order of the Garter. upon a subject on which afe Kn/i no - 1

intention of making any concessions 
Manifestations of volcanic disturb- “ We can discover in her cpndur" *»" 

ance seem to be advancing northward says the London Times, ** ho rer * 
on the American continent. Mount (or British sensibilities, friendship 
Sutton, Col., has now developed into interests. On the contrary, we see 
an active volcano, and is belching a stirring up of strife, for no intellï- 
forth flames and smoke. gible reason ; a menace to European

tranquility, which is our first inter- 
A scene resembling somewhat the cs.*’ ’ a causeless menace to a nation 

famous turning out of the “ Rump ” w!tb whom we are on terms of close 
Parliament was recently enacted in friendship, and a flat refusal to al- 
the Hungarian House, where Parlia- low our fellow-countrymen in Morpc- 
ment was dissolved, and the Opposi- c° the most ordinary guarantee for 
tion driven out by the militia and their lives and property.”' It now 

Our cousins police. The ejection has since been aPPears that, in return for a quit- 
of the Republic have been the vie- declared illegal by the Opposition „alm deed for the remainder of 
tims of a sort of self-satisfied, self- leader, Francis Kosruth. Morocco, Germany wishes to secuie
centered idea that they are ” the * * possession of the Islandof Mogador
people,” from which they are slow- Notwithstanding the assertion of be1U8!sd as a n»val base and coal-
very slow—to awaken. We ran recent despatches from China that nF*ti°D,' The Presence of three 
across a sample of this awhile ago in anti-foreign manifestations of the Britisb fleets and three crplser sttiiad- 
that usually alert and well-informed past few weeks have been confined to TTl!’ howevar. manoouvring off9 the 
^nodical on things Canadian-the a few extremists, and are indicative mlrinn '®Pfin’ may be an inti- 

Independent. One of its of no general spirit of unrest in the ? this matter is
editoi îal book-reviewers, in referring Chinese people, it looks somewhat d)Spo*ad of. Great Britain
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.TNews of the Day.
British and Foreign.
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Peru is having two powerful iron­
clads built In Italy, and two fast 
cruisers in England, 
that these warlike preparations fore­
tell future operations against Chili.

Rhythmic utterances and beautiful 
words are not poetry, 
body, to be a body, must have its 
skeleton ;

-It is believedThe human
• •

so poetry, to be poetry, 
must contain ” a story.” 
bert Parker’s novels on French Cana­
da differ from Longfellow’s ** Evan­
geline ” only in mode of expression, 
both being founded on historical 
facts.

Sir Gil- • »
[We publish the two foregoing let­

ters with much pleasure, but 
prevented by want of space from fur­
ther comment.
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aret to work 
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s this the 
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We may just say 

that, after reading M. J. T.’s, in 
many respects charming, essay, we 
have been inspired to suggest the 
topic, " What is Poetry ?” as a suit­
able one for someone interested to 
discuss.

Tennyson’s “ Maud ” would 
make good material for a George 
Eliot. Shakespeare’s ” Hamlet ” 
and “ Othello ” are dramatic enough 
for the most sensational, and his 
historical plays are no nearer facts 
than are Scott’s historical novels.

Mr. Taylor evidently will think 
that if poetry is thought by me to 
be fiction, it ought to be sufficient 
fiction for one to read. Variety is 
the spice of reading, as well as of 
life.
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We think M. J. T. has 

also given the nature enthusiasts 
a chance to say something.] ill!W
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m• • , t ’ mm‘‘Made in Canada.’*
It is a matter of common observa­

tion howi little the average American 
seems to know about Canada, its 
extent and its resources, its people 
or their aspirations.
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The man who understands his fel­
lows, being able to see their virtues 
as well as their frailties, and loving 
them in spite of all, is greater far 
than he who can grasp the most 
abstruse subject man ever battled 
with. He is better fitted to help his 
fellows up the ” Hill of Difficulty.” 
Rood fiction introduces one to all 
men—the good, the brave, the noble, 
the generous, 
end those 
ground.
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and their opposites, 
who stand on middle 

Their creators picture them
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Be of Good Courage.

s ïï^rs.*Ær™*-* 

»■«

V cowardly conduct ? Whosoever wül
I L,ife 8haU 1086 lt’” say our
Lord and surely to save one s lift, u,
such dastardly fashion is, i„ very truth 
to^lose all that makes fife Worth an|-

Be of good courage, and let us play the 
men for 
of our

world wasaour people, and for the cities 
God : and the LORD do that 

which seemeth Him good.—2 Sam. x. : 12.
g- if

••■•-.V .
Ï Srw, is our

: mj
1 like the man who faces what he must, 
^ith step triumphant and a heart of0Ùow finds 2a1 save£3
u l K . , ,, . , , , . , excusable in ourselves. An easy, com-V' ho lights the daily buttle without fear; , ... ... . J
Si-es , , . . , fortahle life is not a fife to he desired,créés his hopes fail, yet keeps unfalter­

ing trust
1 hat God is God ; that, somehow, true 

and just.
His plans work out for mortals ; not a

Is shed when fortune, which the world 
holds dear, 

t alls from his

would probably be alarmed if she had to 
a field with a dozen cows in it. 

Then, again, when the
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iblimest 

yearn- 
of hu- 

and the 
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through 
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•arables 
-alistic, 
? than 
'hey all 
experi-

cross
should rather aim at a victorious 

feeling nervous system is 
to •• unstrung.” it is far harder to be brave 

than when one is perfectly well.
life, hi MW J,it a high honor
be sent forward by our Captain to the 
forefront of the battle, instead of trying taking 
to secure a safe retreat where there is no

That is, as I said, 
hut dare 
behave

an extreme case* 
my of us Bay that we should 

better under similar ctrcum- 
we cannot help eon- 

cowardice, we have no right • 
we ourselves could face a 

death more bravely. Tim 
a thought of public opinion, the fear of be- 

the ever- mg considered cowards, or of losing selD 
of our respect, goes down at such a moment uiL

:iwsho:lTnberre- a child *dam ^
always behind the yes. and women and children-hTL^l 

in His Living firm in such times of trial ^meT wllhT'T 
no right to excuse number. To mention bin lna 

or anxiety stance: Minnie Baumrr. a girl 
on the ground of two. refused to escape from a ho.S f 

we deserve Cleveland a few years ago becaTTL^iJ!

our ]*t <" r“rr ■■* «■•£*■ <• S
, """■ th«t ro.ardw fOBt' AHmt Vhe
18 not a »m to be liehtlv excused it i. , _ burnt, her remains were

But,
all these things into considera­

tion, the fact remains that

a
cowardice is stances ? 

direct die- demning the 
to say that 
terrible

Thoughfighting to he done. Let us go forward a sin 
to meet difficulty when it lies right in our 
path, remembering that the road to the nothing. 
Mount of the Ascension generally leads

against God and 
to His command 

It is
obedience to fear

a greater sin than it may 
appear to be at first sight for it is 

over—not around—Calvary. Let us face sure sign of want of faith in
what we must, ” with step triumphant present, all-mighty protection 
and a heart of cheer,” rejoicing that we Father, and, therefore 
have a chance to ” endure hardness ” as f„l to shelter ourselves

invisible shield of Faith 
Presence.

grasp. .....
He alone is great

^ ho, by a life heroic, conquers fate." m
|

1 is rather a puzzling thing to make
- hoice among the many texts which 

on the servants of God to be of 
■1 courage.

'Lind is given to he strong and 
.igeous, fearing nothing.

is a quality very admirable in 
eyes as well as in the sight of 
( (> ward ice is a thing we all de- 

Too often we find it

a good soldier should.
Ordinary physical courage is largely a 

matter of temperament or of bringing up. *1We haveOver and over again, the fears for the present 
the future

our
very Anyone would expect a strong man to about

face a burglar, or a fierce dog, with less “ nerves," 
fear than a woman would naturally feel; 
and a woman who had always lived in a 
city might cross a crowded street with 
no fear of cars or bicycles, while she

Evidently and thfnk that 
Pity rather than blame for 
courage, 
and we shall

■cions.

Let us take an extreme

1

8

tv AY. !a others.

COPYPOOR

4
■

t ■ i SIS 
HiS

i

*

Vo-

■

* •

«

m

E

.

*

‘A


