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there is, perhaps, some ground for prejudice, con-

gidered from the. standpoint of profit for the
bEeC(lor and investor. The combined chow and
ms to be the obvious salvation for the

Sﬂ]e see
live-stock exhibition.
est will be given greater dignity and importance,
and will be made of larger interest and actual
A few sales are usually

By it the live-stock inter-

pusiness use and profit.
made at fairs, but they are of over-fed animals,
and are at fancy prices, and the such
animals as breeders often works discredit to im-
oved stock, and creates a prejudice against ex-

work of

pr
hibitions. 1t should be recognized that show
animals are to be regarded as evidences of what

can be done in improve nent by intensive feeding,
and not necessarily what is always wisest to be
done with stock in all cases.
of stock in greater numbers will be a presenta-

The bringing out

tion of the general run of stock of a neighbor-
hood, and the affording of wider choice of average

breeding animals. It will also fix a scale of just
prices, by bringing together a larger number of
buyers and sellers, and so making possible the
fixing of an average price over a greater number
of individual transactions.

SALES DIFFICULT IN SOME PLACES.

It may be the case that it will be somewhat
difficult to inaugurate succe-=sful shows and sales
in all cases where exhibitions are now held, but
the fact that these events are intended to bring
out not only show stock, but all surplus sale
stock of a mneighborhood, should ensure the

patronage of all who are interested in a particu-

lar neighborhood, which is all that can be desired

or accomplished by any live-stock event. There
seen to be four features that can be made

prominent in all such events. These are the live-
stock competitions, the sale, the live-stock demon-

stration lectures by experts, and the stock-judging

competitions by students, farmers’ sons, and by
farmers themselves. In the case of sheep sales
and shows, dog trials might be introduced. In
the live-stock competitions, more classes can be

added, more sweepstake and special prizes can be

given, and the prizes made of higher value.

There is just at this time a call for the friend
of the agricultural or live-stock show to seize the
opportunity and give dignity, interest and profit
to by splitting off the live-stock

features from fall fair.
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tendency toward the i'nprovement

the work of a fat-stock show In the farming
country, too, horse-breeding, although, compara-
tively speaking, yet in its infancy, is on the in-

crease important, 1s

The purchase of sires, ever

doubly so in a new country Secrub stock should
not he used, and the addition ol a stallion ex-
Lihit with fat stock should prove a mighty ed -
cator to horse-breeders desirous of a better knowl-

cdee of his equine majesty

Not the Real Thing.

A\ new tenant had leased the farm of Drumbirch,
and Donald and Sandy were discussing the question of
lns desirablity as a neighbor

“Ye wis in his hoose, Sandy,” said Donald

Ive, Danald, I wis in his hoose -

An' hoo did ye get on wi' him?

Oh, 1T got on nae sae bad, but he's nae the real
ng, ve ken.'

Hoo dae ye mak’ that oot, Sandy

Well, Donal, he took oot the bottle a’ richt, an
iz enough gless too, an’ began to poor oot the

s a' richt, but T cried oot : Stop ! an' he stoppit;

the kin’ o’ man he is, Donal A

en-
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THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE

Are the Lumbermen’s Methods of Manu-
facturing Up-to-date?

Tnterest is added to your editorial on the

Lumber Combine Inquiry ”’ by the report of a
recent meeting of the B. C. millmen and loggers,
held at Nelson, B.C., at which mills with a totral
annual output of 600,000,000 feet were repre-
sented. Anongst other business and resolutions
passed at this meeting was one to memorialize the
Dominion (vernment to prevent the incoming of

American rough lumber by placing a duty on it.

RESIDENCE OF A, E, HOLE, MINNEDOFA, MAN.

The intention to milk the agricultural cow is not

at all disguised, and might be allowed to pass
only that the live-stock industry of the whole
Northwest, as well as settlement, by 1ncreasing

the price of lumber to farmers, would be hindered.
I'reight rates have probably hit the Coast lum-

bermen, as have such rates the farmers, yet be-

fore allowing that the lumbermen are being
ruined ard driven off the markets, as they say
they are, it might be well to look into the mat-

ter and find out the reasons for such a state of
things. The labor problem to hamper
the Coast lumberman. Perhaps it has; he cer-
tainly uses a lot of the cheaper grades (Japs and
Chinese) of labor.

As the statement has been made, and not con-
troverted by the millmen, that Canadian rough
is being ousted from the Northwest mark-
ets by the U. S. product—which quite frequently
was bought in the log in Canada, towed to the
U S. mills and there manufactured, then freighted

is said

lumber

hack to the Canadian market—it becomes of mo:e

than ordinary interest to readers of the ‘“ Advo-

cate "’

who are abouat to build, and even has some

1159

with little knowledge of the trade. In that
trade (lumber), as in others, there are big and

little operators, and it is easy to see that under
the plea of fostering the weaker ones, by making
a minimum price for all mills to sell at, and hy
limiting or keeping out competition of the U. S.
mills, the stronger mills become still stronger.
To this minimum price the smaller men
agree or be frozen out, by being undersold, and
therein lies tl'e combination.

Such a combination may be held to be defen-
economic standpoint, if all the
methods the manufacture of
lumber have been exhausted. A little insight in-
to the prices paid for the raw material by the
arriving at a fair under-

must

from an

of economizing

sible
in

millmen will aid in
standing of the matter by the farmer.

A busire s man informed me that he had sold
under contract five million feet of first-class logs,
for which he was to get $5.50 per thousand at
the camp, and he remarked, ‘“ A higher price than
I could get to-day, but I contracted early in the
season, before the mills were well supplied " ! )

The millmen paid the stumpage fee to the
Provincial Government of fifty cents per thousand,
which, together with the cost of towage to the
mill, would bring the price of the logs to nearly
$7.00 per thousand, which after being manufac-
tured is placed on the market as rough lumber at
$13.00 a thousand. Querying the same person re
the profit thus made, he said, * $13.00 is too
high a price for rough lumber "' ! Scaling (meas-
uring of the logs) was mentioned, and as this is
a chronic grievance of loggers, 1 state his an-
swer, ‘“ The lumber companies like to get 1,500
feet fcr 1,000 " !

Agitation has been made for the scaling to he
done by Government scalers. Giving a man
Government employment won't make him honest,
if he was dishonest before ! Carious then to
know where the fault really lies between loggers,
millmen and the open market for rough lumber, 1
hinted that further information would be accept-
able, and this gentleman informed me that * the
veason, in his mind, that the U. S. lumberman
beat tte Canadian milllnan, was because his plant
was more up-to-date, and the,lumber was handled
fewer times ’’ ! He sententiously remarked, ‘‘Ev-
ery time a board is handled adds to its cost,”” a ,
similar reason one often hears advanced for stook
threshing. This man stated that he had been in
mills south of the boundary line that had only
a half to two-thirds of the number of men to be
found in many Canadian mills of an edual ca~
pacity.

Thinking that it might be well to have fur-
ther information, 1 queried another person, inter-
egted in a lumber company, about prices paid by
his company for logs, and prices obtained for the
manufactured article, and whether such prices were
The price paid for fir logs at his
mill, fairly good
stuff, although not

paying ones.

JUDGE EDWARDS AT WORK
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the best, was $5.00
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PLACING RIBBONS AT INNISFAIJL, ALTA. FAIR.

and for 16-foot cedar
bolts at the mill, Al
stuff, clear of knots,
$10 a thousand feet.
All the mill run of
the cedar was put on
the cars ut $18.00
per thousand, with-
out. being Kkiln dried;
the lumber
(rough) was"sold at
the price mace by
the Millmen’'s Asso-
ciation, $13.00
a thousand, and he is
well satisfied that his investment was a paying
one at such prices. He being an interested party,
I did not think it fair to ask his opinion re put-
ting a duty on rough lumber.

An economic question such as this, should be
out of the domain of politics ; if so, the farmer
will not suffer, while the millmen can increasg
their profits, without closing up the numerous
planing, sash and door factories in the prairie
towns, by the adoption of more up-to-date
methods. It is hardly fair to ask the farming
community to stand the cost of experimenting as
to the best methods of manufacturing—many farm-
ers (unwiscly so) gasp at paying for experimental
farms ! ‘“ NOMAD.”
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