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The consequence is that the man, after the manner
of men, is miserable ; he can do nothing, serve
nothing, help nothing. The possession of the
things of this life never makes a man happy ; but
Christ does, and we possess all in Him.

Why was the poor widow who gave the mites
the richest of all, as the Lord Jesus marks her out
with His eve of love ? She was the only one who
had such consciousness of what she hoped for from
God, that all that she had in the world was but an
offering for the Lord. And we rob ourselves, as
well as defraud Him, if we do not exercise this
ennobling faith. Conscious of what we possess in
Christ, all that we have is at the Lord’s disposal.
The consciousness of the grace of Christ imprints
its own character upon us : instead of seeking, it
gives ; and instead of seeking to be served by
others, it loves to serve. There is not one of us
that is free from this tendency to self, but there is
not one that may not have a complete victory over
it. Let my heart be only towards Christ and set
upon Christ, and it will be impossible for Satan to
get me into anything mean or selfish. But let
my eye be off Christ, and there is nothing I may
not do, nothing too low or too unworthy that
Satan may not slip in by.

What is the Bible? The history of the struggle
between God and the devil. This one thing runs
from the beginning of Genesis to the end of Reve-
lation. It is not merely a question of man, but of
Satan working by man to dishonour God. The




