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Va. 2,3. The Lord.. spoken only with Moses 
.. nol also with us (Rev. Ver.). At the bottom 
of the faultfinding r vs the jealousy which 
those of little knowledge and small gifts 
often feel towards those of greater powers 
and higher position. Very meek ; very 
humble. The word does not suggest pa
tience under wrongs and insults from men, 
but pious humility towards God.
II. Punishment, 4-10.

Va. 4, 5. The Lord spake suddenly ; swiftly 
coming to the defence of His servant. Come 
out ye three ; beyond the limits of Israel’s 
camp. Tent of meeting (Rev. Ver.) ; the 
tabernacle which was pitched outside the 
camp (see ch. 11 :24, 26). The pillar of . . 
cloud; the cloud which rested on the taber
nacle while Israel camped, and which moved 
on before them when they marched. They 
both came forth ; from the tabernacle. It 
was Moses’ practice (Ex. 33 :8, 9) to enter 
into the tabernacle and there talk with God. 
Miriam and Aaron, on this occasion, had 
presumed to enter with him. They were 
called out to hear the Lord’s word.

Vs. 6, 7. Prophet ; one who speaks forth 
God’s words. Miriam and Aaron claimed 
to be prophets, she as having led the women’s 
chorus at the Red Sea ; he as having often 
been associated with Moses in such expres
sions as : “The Lord spake unto Moses 
and Aaron” (see Ex. 12 :1). Vision . . 
dream. To ordinary prophets God was 
wont to make known His will in these in
direct ways. My servant Moses ; a title of 
high honor given also to Abraham (Gen. 
26 : 24) and Caleb, Num. 14 :24. Not so ; 
but stands on a higher level than other 
prophets. Faithful in all my house ; in 
everything that has to do with God’s people, 
often called “the house of Israel.” (Com
pare Heb. 3 :5.)

V. 8. Mouth to mouth ; an expression de
noting how directly Moses’ message came 
to him from God. (Compare “face to face,” 
Ex. 33 :11 ; Deut. 34 :10.) Probably the 
best definition of an Old Testament prophet 
is the mouthpiece or spokesman of the Lord. 
Special emphasis is laid on the consecration 
of the mouth and lips in the accounts of the 
call of Moses (see Ex. 4 :12, 15, 16), and 
Isaiah (see Isa. 6 :7) and Jeremiah (see Jer.

1 :9). Even manifestly (Rev. Ver.) ; plainly. 
Not in dark speeches ; words hard to under
stand. The form of the Lord (Rev. Ver.) ; 
not God Himself (see Ex. 33 :20 ; John 
1 :9, 18 ; 1 Tim. 6 :16), but some appear
ance visible by mortal eyes. Wherefore . . 
not afraid ; since God had placed such high 
honor upon Moses.

Vs. 9, 10. Anger of the Lord ; shown by 
His departing in the cloud. The movement 
of the cloud was a sign of God's sup
port of Moses and His condemnation of 
those who had found fault with him. 
Miriam was leprous (Rev. Ver.). “Leprosy 
is a loathsome, contagious, incurable disease.” 
Lepers amongst the Jews were obliged to live 
apart, with uprer lip covered and to warn 
passers-by with the cry “Unclean !" White 
as snow. There was a milder form of the 
disease known as “white leprosy," which is 
here described.
III. Repentance, 11, 12.

Vs. 11, 12. Aaron; who had nut been 
punished, perhaps because Miriam had taken 
the lead in the complaint against Moses. 
Done foolishly . . have sinned ; a humble con
fession of wrong-doing. As one dead. 
“Leprosy was . . a living death . . so that 
one limb after another actually decayed and 
fell away.” "Let not the disease,” Aaron 
pleads, “run its course to the horrible 
end." The petition fully recognizes Moses’ 
superiority. It addresses him as if he were 
omnipotent.
IV. Forgiveness, 13-16.

Vs. 13-16. Moses cried ; eagerly interced
ing for his sister. He had caught some
thing of God’s compassion. The Lord said ; 
quickly ans cring the prayer of His servant. 
Spit in her face ; a punishment said to be still 
amongst the Arabs intended as an infliction 
of disgrace. (Compare Deut. 25 :9.) ITtZA- 
out the camp seven days (Rev. Ver.) ; to mark 
God’s disapproval, though the leprosy was 
removed. Wilderness of Paran ; lying to the 
north of the Sinai peninsula.

Light from the East
Ethiopia—Was the Greek name of the 

Hebrew Cush, a country bounded on the 
north by Egypt and on the east by the Red 
Sea. It stretched southward from Assuan


