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GOD' PROMISE TO DAVID*

By Clarence MacKinnon, B.D.
to this muecle, touched up this lip, soft- 
ened this feature." "Mere trifled,'' re
marked the visitor. "It is attention to

"I dwell in a house of cedars, but the andT'greatoiws is^o How h^P^ns it that Jacob, who had
ark . . . under curtains, v. 1. A °™*8, *ûd greatneæ is no ^ ^ M aud Uught Qf ^
faithful minister on enquiring from one u lie- came to be in this fearful state of de-
of his parishioners whether he kept fain- He shall build me an house, v. 12. It spondency, discouragement, and despair
ily woibhip regularly or not, was in- is told of bir Christopher wren, the where he boldly asserts,
formed that he did eo in summer, but farnuue architect of tit. Paul's Cauiedral, things are against me."
not in winter, for then they oouii not London, that he heard that some work- 
see. “But you might buy candles," ug- 
geeted the minister. "Ay, sir," was the 
reply, "but in that case I am afraid the 
cost might overgang the profit." Th: 
man would have accepted eagerly th'

CAUSES OF DESPONDENCY.

(By Rev. W. J. Moeier.)

"All Owe

1.—Mistakes of hie early life. Doubt
less they made an impress and left a 
weakness in his character which always 
manifested itself in times of special 
stress. Sowing wild oats in youth is 
always a doubtful expedient. Xoung 
Christians who patronize the theatre, 
and the dance, and the oard table do 
not realize the dark days and testing 
seasons when they will need the very 
strength and power they have dissipated 
in these questionable ways. Moat of th# 
clouds of life are caused either uirectly 
or indirectly by our own eins.

remorse and loss that 
individual himself these

men wno were at work on this eplenoid 
structure, had been guilty of profane 
swearing. He immediately caused it to 
be posted all round the works, mat any 
workman heard taking Uou’e 

offer of a rich neighbor to become a vain should, be instantly dismissed. He 
partner in hie business and give him believed that no one guilty of such ir- 
Ihe benefit of his wealth. But he had reverence was ht to heip m building a 
the opportunity of beginning each day house of God. Bu^ if mat great man 
by entering anew into partnership with was so couoerned mat everyone wno 
God, and refused it for the sake of a helped iu erecting a material temple 
candle. v\e cannot afford to be without should hallow God’s name on their lips, 
God's presence and help. Any trouble how much more enouid ail who u*ae

part in church work,, or missionary el 
fun, honor God in their heart*. If we 
would euioy'a^ God’s biessiug on our 
labors or if w? desire to have influence

name m

taken by us to make these more real 
will bring to us a rich reward. Beside# the

come» to the 
mistakes also bring eternal lose to

evangelist, says that before he became 
a minister he went one evening to the 
theatre just to please a visiting friend, 
and the next day met upon the streets 
e young man whom he had asked again, 
as he had asked him frequently, to be
come a Christian. The man looked at 
him and said, "I never want you to 
speak to me on that subject again. I 
saw you in the theatre last night, and 
1 have little confidence In a man who 
professes to be a Ohrielian and was

God is with thee, v. 2. In the soft 
stillness of the night, when the fevered 
little head falls into a res tie e sleep, who wltl1 others, we must strive earnestly to
Is it that hearkens to every breath and keep ourselves unspotted from evil,
notes every moan of distress? Is it not 
the mother? Wearied with the long vig
il, the most attentive nurse may bee 
listless, the most devoted friend drowsy.
But nothing escapee the mother, 
love is always present, her footstep 
quick at the suppressed cry of pain. But 
greater than a mother's love is God's, 
and nearer than a mother's help is His 
presence.

Dr. Munhali, the celebrated

I will be his father, v. 13. Many
thrilling events happened in the excited 
times of lue t'reucn revolution. nul 
one of the most touching, is tue story 

Her of a fatuer’e love. His son was a young 
man of most wumoig qualities, and his 
erreal and condemnation to tue guillo
tine affected deeply the hearts of a wide 
circle of friends. But all tueir love put 
tugeiuer oouid not equal that of his
fatuer. On the day of the execution, found in a questionable place of ainuse- 
wheu the lists were being called, tue ment." “I never won him," said Dr. 
father, whoee name was exactly the same MunhalL “ He gradually drifted away 
as the sou's, answered to tue uauie, roll- k°lu the church and from Christ, and 
eu in the gloomy tumbrel to the place 1 met 111111 111 the West a Hopeless 

Know his love in full completeness of death, laid has head under the fatal wreck."
Fills the measure of thy weakness;
If He wound thy spirit sore,

Trust Him more.

Since thy Father’s arms sustain thee, 
Peaceful be;

When a chastening hand restrains 
thee,

It is He!

stroke of the guillotine, and became the 
victim of the law as a substitute for

2.—• Walking by sight and feeling and 
not by faith. God seee the outcome of 

Such is a father's love, and the life that is passiug through dark- 
"I took thee . . I have been with thee God declares that He will be to us a 

. . 1 will ordain a place, vs. 7, 8, 9. fai-her : and has He not proved it by com-
"Mother," asked a little Sunday school ln8 ln the person of Jesus Christ and
scholar, "will Deacon Jenks gc to heav- suffering the penaty of sin for our re-
eu when he dies?'' "I think so," said demption? Let us, therefore, be sous » shipwreck was ouoe thrown upon a
the mother. "Well," continued the boy, and daughters to Him, greet Him with ««all rock, and clung to it in great
"I hope he won’t." "Why, dear, do fllial love, render Him a just obedienoe, danger until the tide *ent down. "Say,
you have such naughty ho pee?” and place in His wisdom and goodness Jim,*’ asked his fr.end# after he was

"Because if he gets there, he will want ^ trust I rescued, "didn’t you ehake with fear
to run the whole place." We are prone------------------------------------- when y°u were haaSin« that rock ? '
to over eeiimate our own importance, and . pRAVeD ".Y€4! but tbT
to think that no undertaking can sue A PRAYER- significant reply. Christ is the Rock of
ceed unless we are directing it. “Dea- O thou Eternal One I „p»,i » Ages. Cling to Him, and you will be
con Jenks" ie too âpt to fo get that (iod time. They l
can plan His own work, and choose His earth is the robing room in which to
own agents, and that even the venerated prepare for heaven. Rather hast thou
deacon himself, now a ruler in the said that heaven is the ,bing room in
church, wae called, qual.fied and pl.ced which to prepare for euth It ii from
there by a Greater than hi nself. within thy sanctuary taat I am armed 3.—Forsaking the Word and prayer.

From the sheepcote, v. 7. From sheep- for the battle of life; it id in meeting Jacol) bad forgotten the promisee and
cote to throne, is an entrancing ideal of my God that I learn to* meet my brother tlie PriviI*8e oI communion. No one
a successful career.v Yet It is no cir.nce I am not fit for this world till I have Can 1)0 feeding 011 1116 livin* Ward and
luck nor accid ntj fortune hat brings wen the other world; I must go up to 41 1114 84,116 t,m* 1)6 dejected and oast
such pro i ition. We may be sure that the rtiount ere I give laws to the people down- When Dr. Fisher, Bishop of Ko

d sele ei David for king, n t because It is fro i. behind the veil of eternity chetil6r» wa« taken from the tower to be
be w a dil to y and disco tented =hep th»’ I speak to the things of time. I put daatb f°r the testimony of Christ,
lie d. b it because of the exc *pt onal care could not bear the fretting of the shore 18 he beheld the ecaff. Id a fearful irem-
with which he watched over the sheep we’e it not for the sight of the sea. I hling seized him, but he took out his
and the little lambs. "He ’hat is faith could not stand the murmur of the Greek Testament and prayed. "O God,
ful in that which is least is fai hful also crowd were it not for the murmur of the 840(1 me »°inc particular Word that will
in much” (Luke 16: 10). The way to shell. I should sink beneath the bur nie ln 11118 awful hour," and he
promotion is to do the present’task with den °f heat of the day unless I were read' "This is eternal life, that they, 
all diligence. "You have been idle," refreshed by the spray from the ooean niight know Thee the only
s.iid a visitor to the studio of the famous ol fhy love. Roll In, then, thou great lasua Christ whom Thou hast sent."
Michael Antrelo. "No," raid the great seal Roll in upon the hot sands of time. 118(1 read this passage hundreds of 
sculptor "I hive added mo-e st en th and *ave the thirs'y land Roll in upon times, but now It was 'he living Word

th? beach, and wash its Impurities to his soul, and he exclaimed, "Blessed
away! Let u- hear the sound of thy be God, this will suffice for all eternity."
wave a”d w« shall hear the rumbling So God will give living me sagee from
of earth s chariot wheel I He who has Ris Word to all that find themselves in
lain one moment on thy breast is fit to seasons of doubt and darkness,
tread the dusty courts of time.-George 
Matheson. in "Leaves for Quiet Hours.”

ness, and He is calm and complacent. 
Hie followers, those who are partakers 
of His nature and trust Him, ougat to 
have the same ooattdenoe. A sailor in

“ Stayed upon Jehovah 
Hearts are truly blessed, 
Finding aa he promised, 
Perfect peace and rest."

'

s

true God and

S.s Le on October 11. 1908 —1 Cbroni- 
cles 17: 1-14. C munit to memory vs. 13 
14. Golden Text —"There h ith not f di
ed one word of all hie good promise/’— 
1 Kings 8.56. Again, no one can really pray and re

main where Jacob wae when he uttered


