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The Time of the Judges.
S. S, LEssoN—Nov, 16, 1902 ; Judges 2: 7416,

GOLDEN TexT--P, 107 : 19, They c¢ry unto
the Lord in their uble, and he saveth them
out of their distresses,

And the people served the Lord all the
days of Joshua and of the elders. . . who
had seen, v. 7. The romembrance of God's
goodness to us in the gilts of His bounty,
and especially in the g of Jesus Christ,
will keep us steadtast 1 ooy allegiance to
Him  The cxperience of 1he Christian is
his strongest shield againsi unbehief. No
one else has cver been to him what Jesus s,
or done to him what Jesus has done ; and
one may as well attempt to persuade a man
at noonday that the sun is not shining over-
head, as seck to shake the Chnistian’s con-
fidence in the Lorg,

And Joshua. .. .the servant of the 1 nd,
died, v. 8. It should be our continual aim
to finish the work God has given us to do.
We may have 1o shining talents like Joshua,
and we may occupy no place in the gallery
of the earth’s great ones ; but if we be only
“the servants of the Lord,” we shall hear
the Muster suy, “Weli done, good and faith-
ful servant.” "This will make life “a long
life,” whether it have “length of days” or
not.

And the children of Isael. .. .served
Baalim, v. 11. They forgot God and turned
unto idols. The human heart will have
some object of worship. Doubtless the wor-
ship of “other Gods” was strange to  the
Lsraelites at first, yet it was no doubt with
them as the poet has said :

“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien,

As 10 be hated needs but to be seen ;

Yet seen too oft, famili-, with her face,

We first endure, then pity, then embrace.”

And they forsook the Lord G od. . . .and
followed other gods, v. 12. There is great
danger in making intimate Iriendships with
the world, its customs, fashions, its haunts
of vice, its selfish pleasures. The church in
the world has been compared to the Gulf
Stream, a warm stream flowing through a
cold ocean ; icebergs in it indeed, and nself
not so warm as it should be, but far warmer
than the chill waters through which it flows,
and bringing a warm climate to American
and European shores, which would be aimost
barren and uninhabitable without jt.

And they. .served Baal and Ashtaroth,
v.13. The old Scotch lady was not far
astray, when she said that most of those
found backsliding had not gone very far for-
ward.  The top that Spins fast stands firm ;
when it goes slowly it falls to the ground.
Yet we need ever to remember the words of
the inspired writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, “Take heed, brethren, lest there
be in any of you ar evil heart of unbelicf, 1n
departing from the living God,” Heb, 3
12,

And the anger o' ' & Lord was hot against
Israel, v. 14. T . Lord is angry with the
wicked every day. He, the Holy One,
could not be otherwise. Yet His anger is
not the anger of a tyrant, but the anger of
love. Because He loves us, He is angry
with us for our sin and disobedience, just as
a parent is with his child because of dis.
obedierce.

And he delivered them into the hands of
spoilers, v. 14. There can be no sin without
evil consequences. “Whatsoever a man

soweth, that shall he also reap,” Gal. 6 : 7.
Thus the Lord, through the punishment of
His people of old, would teach us that it 1s
an evil thing and bitter to forsake the Lord.

“Sorrow follows wrong,

As echo follows song ;

On, on, on, on !

Whithcrsoever they went out, the hand of
the Lord was against them for evil, v, 15.
Their only Hope was now their Enemy.
They had forsaken God and had forgotten
that He 1sa “jealous God” (Josh, 24: 19),
and His “glory” He “will not give 1o
another,” Isa 42:8. Because of this the
hand of the Lord was against them for evil,
(Compare 2 Chron. 15:2.) The great
Napoleon once snecringly said, “I perceive
that the Lord is always on the side of the
strongest battalions.”” Human history and
experience give this the lie,

As the Lord had said, and as the Lord
had sworn unto them, v, 15 When God
threatens, He means what He says, and He
will bring it to pass.  God is taithful who
has threatened.  Let then the promises of
God win you to repentance, and the threat.
enings of Jehovah warn you from mpeni-
tency.  *Turn and lhive" 5o saith the Lord,
Ezek. 33: 11, “If He turn not, He will
whet his sword ; He hath bent his bow, and
made it ready,” Psa. 7: 12. There 15 the
threatening. ~ Make your choice, and make
It now.

Be Good Where You Are.

It was a naught -, mud-stained, sobbing
little maiden, partly cross, but partly repent
ant, too, perbaps—who knows ?—who was
approached by a gentle relative with an offur
to tell her “how to be a good girl and go 1o
heaven.”

“I don't want to be a good girl and g0 to
heaven,” emphati ally responded the small
tempest : ‘I want to be a girl (hat's good’
nough to stay where 1 are.”

There might have been considc rable pet.
ulance in the reply, but there was some
sound wisdom also.  The heing good where
we are is what the world most needs of ys
and what we most need for ourselves It s
not people who are ready to  be translated,
but people who are ready to conduct the
affairs of this life on a righteous basis, who
are in demand.  The persons who are al-
ways anxious about “being good enough to
80 to heaven” are seldom the ones who are
making a little heaven about them  where
they are.

It is not being ready to sing with the
angels which comes first, but being ready to
bring our voices into harmony with " the
voices round us here 5 not wings that we
need, but steady fect, true hearts, and  will-
ing hands.

The being good enough for heaven will
take care of iiself if only we can learn to be
good enough for earth,
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The electrician cannot charge your body
with electricity while a single thread connects
you with the ground and breaks the coms
pleteness of your insulation. The Lord
Jesus cannot fully save you while there is
one point of controversy between you aud
Him.  Let Him have that one last thing,
the last barrier and film to a life of blessed-
ness, and glory will come, filling your soul,
—F. B. Meyer,

Our Torouto Letter,

It needs only the most cursory glance over
the columns of the daily press to see that all
the philanthropic, educational, social and
distinctively Christian agencies, which, dur-
ing two or three months in the height of
summer suffer a partial stagnation, are again
in full activity, and strenuously engaged in
their bencficent work,  And 1 think we may
congratulate  ourselves in  Canada, and in
this city of Toronto, that all such work re-
ceives 5o large a measure of recognition and
sympathetic consideration at the hands of
the press, taking the word in its widest sense,
We venture the remark that, in no country
either in the old world or the new, does this
state of things more largely prevail than in
our own Dominion. It would be an endless
task to mention all the forms  of activity
which the agencies referred to assume. 1t is
interesting and inspiring 1o note some of
them from week to week,

Taking into consideration all that it im-
plies, few of any of these forces at work are
of more importance than that which has for
its object the preseivation of the Christian
Sahbath as a day sacred to rest from com
mon labor, to social worship and religious
instruction. The Lord’s Day Alliance which
has these ol jects for its distinctive work, has
been, during the last year or two, making
marked progress.  Its annual convention is
to he held on Thursday and Friday of this
week. ‘T'he public meeting will be held on
Thursday evening in the Jaivis street Bap-
tist church, when a report, fully expected to
be an encouraging one, will be presented, in
which the policy and plans for work will be
determined and officers for the ensuing year
elected.  Itis fully expected that the meet-
ing will be large and influential ; several
speakers will give addresses, but the princi-
pal one will be given by Rev. J. Edgar Hill,
D.D. of Montreal, President of the Quebec
Provincial Lords Day Alliance, who has
proved himselfan able leader in his own
province of the defenders of the Christian
Sabbath. Tt is hoped that means may be
forthcoming to warrant a torward step, in the
appointment of a secretary to devote his
whole time to the advancement of the work
of the society in Ontario, thus leaving the
General Sceretary free to devote his whole
time and ¢ffort to work in the Dominion at
large.  On Friday two sessions will be held
for the consideration of such matters as may
be brought bifore the convention in the
report to be submitted by the office-bearers
or other delegates of whom it is expected a
large number will be present.

‘That arrangement by which it is impos-
sible for the same person 1o be in two or
three different places at the same time has
been felt this past week to be a great hard-
ship by philanthropic and church going peo-
ple. On Thursday evening General Booth
of the Salvation Army arrived in the city, and
on Friday morning Lady Henry Somerset,
The former was met at the station by a force
of his soldicrs male and female, one thou-
sand strong, who welcomed him with bands
of music playing, banners flying, and a torch-
light procession which conducted him to the
municipal buildings, where, on behalf of the
citizens of Toronto he was again given an of-
ficial and most cordial reception by the May-
or and the city council.  On “riday morn-
ing, Lady Somerset, the President of the
World’s W. C. T. U. organization, was wel-
comed by an enthusiastic and crowded gath.
ering of delegates of the Ontario W.C. T. U,
assembled in annval convention in the spa-
cious schoolroom of the Mectropolitan Metho-
dist church, They both delivered addresses
on Friday evening, the General in Massey
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