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WHERE WE STAND,

A number otFyum have passed since
the Women’s Foreign Mission Bociety
and the Women’s Cincles of Ontario
were organized. The majority of
the Jﬁ- and workers of to-day are
not the ones who drew up the constitn-
tion of thirty-five years ago and deeid-
ed the relations that were to exist be.
tween the new societies and the already-
formed General Board, the General Con-
vention and the individual chureches,
Tt would seem a wise thing, therefore,
to review these relationships and define
very clearly just where our women’s
work stands in relation to other bodies.
With © our congregational form of
chureh - government,  each Baptist
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Church is complete in itself, It ealls its
conduets its own business,
e and designates its own money,

and no one outside of that church has
the r to legislate for it in any way.
This the case, a Convention or
Annual Assembly is not necessary in the
sense that an annual Presbytery or
Synod is necessary to the religious
bodies who are governed by these, But
for of mutual counsel, for in-
spiration and information, an annual
g:thering was. convened in the early

¥8, to which each church sént its dele-
gates, appoidted by the church, and
responsible to the church.  As the fn-
terests of the denomination increased,
as the churehes began to give to the
different « missionary objects, as they
wished to have a denominational paper,
and so om, it was found to be economy
to have some man or body of men
through whom the ¢ontributions to adf-
ferent objects could be sent and by
whom‘they ‘eould be expended to the
best advan Therefore the churches
through their delegates, elocted &t their
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Convention of Ontario and Quebee. 1t
is elected by the churehes, and is re-
ponsible to the churches, reporting to
them once a year, Moreover, it is the
only Board dealing with Foreign Mis-
sions, whieh is organieally related to the
churehes, and the only one to which the
churchies as churches, ean send their
money.

Another point to be remembered here
is that it i8 not a ‘“Men’s Board.’’ It
is ‘the General Board, the chureh’s
Board. - The women of the churches
have the same voting power in eleeting
delegates as the men,—the delegates
themselves may be women or men,—
these delegates are th. ones who eleet
the Board, and the Board itself may
have women members as well as men.
This Board secured from the Govern-
ment an Act of Ineorporation which,
among other things, made it possible for
the Board to hold property. It is the
only Foreign Mission Board in our Con-
vention thus ineorporated.

In course of time, it was felt that
much help might be given the eause if
gifts could be gathered from the women
of our churches over and above what
they were givtinﬁ as church members,
for work especially among the women
and children of our foreign field. So
there gathered together a fow women,
not from any one chureh, nor delegates
frem several churches, but sim y a
number of women with & common desire,
who conceived the idea of forming a
Bociety of which the membership fee
should be $1.00 2 year and upwards, the
money to be handed over to the For
Mission Board to be used in their work
among women and children. But how
were they to command a mwrt
and an inereasing membership? ey
came forward with a proposition that
Branch Bosietd

ann: & certai b of

m the interests of Home
Migsions, ‘Bdueation, Fo 'llhdor
and so on. Tt is with the Mis-
sion interast ‘we are now to deal, This
partieular of men was ealled the
Foreign Mission Board of the Baptist

, or Cireles, be formed

. among the women of each ehureh; with .. ..

the consent .of the church. But they
needed a centfal form of government,
and so at an.annua lmeeting of the So-
eiety, where the Branch Societies wero
represented by delegates, they elected




