
ARABS AND TURKS.

THE MOHAMMEDAN ARABS.

Until the age of Mohammed, born 569. the Peninsula of Arabia isknown to h.soryn.ain]y through the spices and incense which it exportedfrom the earhest t^es. Although relatively unknown, the coasts of Arab apossessed a h^h degree of civilization. The Bedouin or wandering Arabs She .ntenor desert were then, as now. barbarian, and are to be distinguishedthen, as now. from the settled and commercial Arabs
From contact with Christians and Jews, the Arabs gradually became su

general by Mohammed, a self-styled prophet.
The Mohammedan era is calculated from the year a. d. 622 when theprophet was driven for the time being to fly from Mecca (the " liir'O bu
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The personality and self-confidence of Mohammed inspired hisnation w.th a zeal for its new faith which launched it on the most rem kab erehgtous war known to history. All nations were to become conveZr be
p'

o the swoi-d except Jews and Christians, nhe peoples of the B.ok ' tI"^accordtng to the Koran, were to be allowed life and liberty if they paid trib e


