
Preface

the first couple of pages. Then, in deference to 
the wishes of people whose relations wefe still at 
“ Altheim ” (having been sent back from Giessen), 
I stopped my diary. However, in view of the 
daily revelations in the Press as regards prisoners 
in Germany, I have come, after seven months, to 
the conclusion that nothing I can say will in any 
degree make the condition of prisoners there worse. 
Meanwhile it is of supreme interest to compare the 
opinions and conduct of Germans at the beginning 
of the war with what they express and observe now. 
My journal is simply a record made each day of my 
detention, and although it has no pretension to 
being literature, it is at least a truthful picture of 
the state of things as we in Altheim saw them 
at the beginning of the war. For obvious reasons 
the place of detention has been given a fictitious
name.

Harriet J. Jephson.


