
September 23,1*77, ExcaUborS

Little work 
forstudents 
last summer
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StudentsOTTAWA (CUP) 
returning to universities and colleges 
this month are likely to have 
pinched financial resources, ac
cording to August unemployment 
statistics released Sept. 13 by 
Statistics Canada.

The August unemployment rate 
for returning students of both sexes 
between the ages of 15 and 24 was 
15.1 per cent. For studentsof both 
sexes and aged 15 to 24 who at
tended school last March but are not 
planning to return to school this 
month, the unemployment rate was 
20.7 per cent. By Robert Gasner years.... unemployment.

And youth generally encountered How does it feel to compete with According to the Student 
a severe shortage of jobs. For men over one million people for no jobs? Advocate, the National Union of
aged 15 to 24 the unemployment rate With the end of exams, and the Students newspaper,
was 15.2 per cent; for women of the commencement of summer
same age the unemployment rate holidays, students across the was 15.1 per cent, nearly double the
was 14.4 per cent. country found themselves faced national average. One reason for the

Unemployment for the Canadian with that very problem, one which high percentage can be traced to the
as been plaguing Canada for poor employment situation in the
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At York, we Fared (a little) better

was almost minimum wage but the 
On a small sampling it seems that job wasn’t very hard to find, 

the students at York fared much Although the job was boring as hell I 
better than the national average.

Of fifty undergraduates in- another round.” 
terviewed, only two students could 
not find any employment what- Fred Bates 
soever. Although many of those

Maritimes and Québec.

made enough money to return forunem
ployment for university students

“It was fairly easy to get a job 
questioned were underpaid and because I worked at the same job 
underemployed, (having to take that I was at last year. I worked at 
jobs that were beneath their promoting groups, particularly the 
qualifications) all of those in- “Bay City Rollers”. I moved from 
terviewed managed to earn, in one Ottawa to Toronto because here is 
way or another, enough money to where the market is. About 
return to school for at least another unemployment, I feel that people 
year. Below are excerpts from some that go to university can find jobs 
conversations with students about through connections.” 
what they did in their summer 
break.

work force stood at a high 8.2 per 
cent in August.
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m mm Alexander Cariotis
“No, I couldn’t find a job in my 

field. 1 am a graduate student in 
“I had a very good summer. 1 economics and the only job 1 found 

worked for Norseman Plastics at a was as a labourer, so 1 didn’t work, 
shipping position for two months, Language was a problem because I 
then at Camp Arrowhead for a am from outside of Canada. Now I 
couple of months. I got paid well work as a marker and as an assistant 
and earned enough money to come jn the economics department at 
back to York for another year. In York.” 
fact most of my friends who looked 
for jobs found them. ’ ’

4 Steven Goldenberg1
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Linda Papik
“1 worked in a store for about 

minimum wage. I had a very hard 
time finding a job but I finally found 
one. Even though the wage was not 
very good I still managed to come 
back here again.”

w
Gurv Anand

“It really wasn’t too hard to find 
a job. I had four jobs throughout 
the summer. The first three were 
menial labour jobs for minimum 
wage, and the fourth job was a well 
paying job at the Star. Even though 
the first three jobs were hard, when 
you need the bread badly enough, 

2 you can get your butt out and find a 
1 job.”

I Mitch Weisberg
t “What unemployment? If you 

I | want to work, you can find a job. I 
Œ worked this summer for Intertec 

Pictured above are some of the students interviewed by Excalibur about their work experiences last summer. Security as a security guard at the 
Top row, left to right are Steven Goldenberg, Fred Bates, and Rosalind Edmondson; and bottom row, left to right, Reynolds Extrusion Plant. The pay 
are Ron Warne, David Eisner, and Andrea Doucet.

Charles Siwale
Charles, being a foreign student, 

is not permitted to work in Canada 
because of his visa. “I did not work 
this summer but I went back to 
Zambia. The Zambia Brewery pays 
me to come to York University to 
study business and economics. I just 
went back to my country for a 
holiday. I am the exception rather 
than the rule.”

ÿ
I

|
Î

W

Rosalind Edmondson
Due to the nature of her work, 

Rosalind could not find permanent 
employment. For a few weeks she 
worked for Canada Manpower in 
southern Ontario translating for 
French Canadian migrant farm
workers. Her husband also had 
trouble finding a job in his field, 
clinical psychology. He tried but it 
was to no avail. Finally he had to do 
what most graduate do, become 
underemployed.

NUS asks cis to write Pierre for jobs
He said the mail campaign will becreation could have improved the 

situation of the unemployed, of followed by provincial and local 
whom half are students and other work to provide more information

about the issues and to determine 
“Also, I ask that your govern- what the most pressing issues in 

ment move quickly, with full op- student aid are.

OTTAWA (CUP) - Students at 27 accessibility to student aid. 
universities and college campuses O’Connor said the mail-in cam- 
are participating in a National paign was planned during the 
Union of Students mail-in campaign summer and set for the beginning of young people.

the school year to provide “con- 
Student unions across the country Crete, visible demonstration of the 

are distributing cards for students to fact that this year, right across the portunity for public and student When student organizers learn 
sign and mail to Prime Minister country, there is going to be activity participation, to establish a new what aspects of student aid students
Pierre Trudeau, which express on these issues.” federal student aid plan which are most willing to fight about, he
disappointment with the federal The message on the cards is: “I operates on the fc?.r:s of students’ said, representatives to the NUS 
government’s inability to halt in- am gravely disappointed that your actual costs and resources, meets the converence in Calgary October 21-
creasing unemployment and ask government has let unemployment unique situation of part-time 23 will be better able to decide what
that a new federal student aid plan climb since 1975, hurting millions of students and is no disincentive to specific demands students should
be established. Canadians, when massive job needy students.” make of governments.

against unemployment.

Ron Warne
“I worked at Humber College 

tennis clinic again for the seventh 
in a row. I’ve never had anyyear

trouble finding a job because of my 
specialty.... tennis.”NUN executive secretary Dan 

O’Connor said September 12 that 
“all indications to date are that the 
campaign’s success will make 
students’ presence strongly felt in 
the prime minister’s office.” 
O’Connor said that as of that date, 
campuses involved had ordered 
62,000 cards to distribute, and 
added that he expected 100,000 
cards would be mailed during 
September.
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David Eisner
“1 worked as an actor and it was 

tough finding work, not because of 
unemployment, but acting work is 
always hard to find. When I wasn’t 
acting, 1 worked in a furniture 
factory. It was a good, good 
summer.”■ V
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Andrea Doucet
“Unemployment ....yes. Out east 

the situation is really bad. After 
applying to about 10 different 
places, I finally got a job at a 
Dominion store in Bathurst, New 
Brunswick,’but that was only part 
time.”

Cards are being distributed in 
registration line-ups and in blitzes of 
classrooms, residences and 
cafeterias at larger campuses and 
during general meetings at smaller 
campuses. “The only students 
reported as not being very willing to 
sign cards have been commerce 
students,” O’Connor said.

At its May conference, NUS 
decided its first priority is fighting 
unemployment and improving
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orjgr The figures from our small 
sample can be misleading because 
many people who didn’t get jobs 
just didn’t come back.

So

Four hopeful university students look for Excalibur’s "help wanted" section. They realize that the bleak job situa
tion is not about to get any brighter and if they want work, they’d better start looking now.


