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When Fire-Damp Made a Mining-Town -Into a Morgue

on June 19 an explosion in the Hicrest Coilleries, ln Alberta, entombed nearly two hundred miners. Waltlng at the mouth of N o. 1.

The Hillcrest Horror CALGARY GETS A MEMORIAL TO HEROFS IN THE BOER WAR
L ESS th&n four weeks after the greatest marine Ïcatastrophe in Caad camne the worst mlnling

calamity that ever happened In thls country.0On the morning of June 19th two hundred and thlrtymen went down the shafts of the HIlcerest Colleries
lu Alberta, near the edge of the Rockles. Their qWorkshops were more than a thouesand feet belowthe level of the little town where, with theli 'wlves
and familles, they made up most o! the population.
Breakfast dishes ln the lIttie bouses were scarcely
Washed, and the chIldren Just nîcely settled to their
studlesat school, when somethlng happened ln ther
black caves of the coal down below. There was a
8llght tremor Jn the bouses. Wornen went to thedoors. Wives of minera neyer know when some-
thlng rnay go wrong in the mines. In a short Urne
the entIre population of the town were hurrylng tothe InOutb of the pi at No. 1. The wlres were busy.Speclal trains with rescue apparatus were on theWay from. Fernie. H-illerest, which oince the strike
0f 1911 bad mInded Its own business, and during
1913 turnie out 30,000 tons o! coal a rnontb, most of
It for use on the C. P. R., was suddenly the centre
Ot the Wbole coalýmlnlng area In that part of the
11Oekdes. In the exclternent nobody knew definitelYlery rnuch of wbat precîsely had happened ail in
about the Urne It takes a miner's pick to go up anddown again. Fire-darnp, the *deadly gas of the coal
!ninl, had mysterlously exploded, and the streetsOf the underground village were blown into a wreck.
Nearly two hunidred men were cauglit when tbe roofsand ýwalIs of the mine sblfted. Forty were brought
1up alive; fiftY-two dead that day. The others werebui 0 alive 'witb their shovels and picks. The littietown Of Ilillcrest liad become the scOflO of the worstniing disaster in Canada; a mucb greater calamItythan the Fernie lire or the town of Frank, when the Public demonistratlon last Week when Hebert's magnificent equine monument wqs dedlcated In the City 0fIX io l ntain s ld d o w n u p on I Lt.O T E I I E E D L OL F - A E S

1-ad such a thlng bappened a month before the M NRA IE EAST IE E IESV R'whole cOuntrY would have been roused to excite-n.enlt. The slnklng of the Empress, 'with ber thonl-Sand dead, was stili more than fresh lu the publie
n'ind. The RîlIcrest calamity was rend as a newsItln an sJiudderingly passed over. The Dominion
G0Yernmaent 'voted $50,OO0 for relief o! the familles,WhoSe fathers were buried down below. The rescue
gag cild ail they eould and pulled away. No. 1

for1 the trne ýbeiug out of business. And the
hMCnamenat. re unable to explain bow the thlng »huu ýýom abu Rllcrest No. 1 was considered safe.Thus chaPtr ier chaxyter ln the book o! the world'scatastohe s l~written. Monday's papers contalnedn sOfthe assassinatlon of the Austrian CrownPince< and bis wlfe. So It goes on.

A New Basebali League
S0ý'R()N basbeen tallvlng aboumt a fourth MajorLaulnorganIzed baseball. What nonsense.

b1,TeWole business le on nie down grade.
liew Ouldbe one league less uext year, If nie
Pens of tQ PPed boostlng nuis sport at the ex-

i <Deto h rs that are equmaIly worthy, If notý31n daY, the publie. le going to call this
3ashbox , ndput Its money In somebody alse's:eaIn Baltmore bas, given Jack Dunn and bis

thecod souderan threIs more to f*llOw . Last week Mayor Martfin handed out forty-six medals to men5f who1i, in five years, never turned their backsI~dl~p«niretire Iadder when lives were to be saved.

011.

to a


