
CANAT)IAN COTTRIER

EXPORT FIRST: SAVE AFTERWARD
CANADA is réady for drastic action on the part of the Food Con trouler. ,Producing more food for -ex port

according to population than any other cou ntry, we are -capable of real self -denial.

T ERE ils one off iciaI Food Controllr ln Canada.
Titere are at least a million unofficial con-
trollers-male and fomale-eacit o! whom is
quite persuaded of bis ablllty to itold down

that particular job with botter recuits titan thoce
obtalned so far by Hon. W. J. Hanna, or to bo
obtalned by Mr. Thomson, bis succossor.

"I don!t sec thte loet advantage lu titis war bread
they are advertisiug and that Mr. Hanna wants us
to eat," romarked one woman to anotiter iu the
course o! a streot-car conversation,

"Neither. do V," was tite roply. "Why, It is just as
oxpeusive as thte white. It ail goos to show bow
littie sense Mr. Hanna bas. 1 do bolieve our food
costs ns more now titan beforo be was appointed."

Now, I arn not qualifled to discuss lntelligontly the
question whetiter or not the varions substitutes for
white bread should, or should not, bie sold for a les
prico. That le, after ail, a sido issue-important ns
it may be to oach and ail of us in titeso days of th(e
sbrlnking and rapldly dimlnlsiting dollar. .'Thte
trouble wit most o! tite Food Controller's critice le
titat titey are muddled lu their thinking. First things
firet is a safe rule. To roduco thte cost 'of living
for us wbo romain at home is NOT the principal
purpose for wblch a Food Controller was appointed.
His main task muàt ho accomplished first. We are
faclng world-wlde scarclty of food; we are, in fact,
ln danger of world-wlde famine. Thte Food Con-
trollor's task ls so to regulate and direct consump-
tion o! food titat there wilI be sufficlont for ail, so
to dlvert consumptlon !roim oue food to anotitor titat
certain ossential staples and hlghly concentratod
foods sucb as witoat. beef and bacon may ho saved
for expert.

Mach noise bas been abroad ln theo land about
the burdon o! sixty cent bacon. Mucit o! that noise
has omanated from farmors wbo bave no objection
to $2.21 wheat or 18 cents per pound live woigbt for
bogs. But 'wby sitould'slxty cent bacon be a burden
on borne keopiug Canadians? We need not eat ItL
Indoed, if we are-aIlve to the real neods o! to-day,
we shall have soven baconless days a week. Bacon
is scarco; lit le a blghly concontrated food that
occuplos comparatively Ilttle space lu thece days o!
scant sitlpplng facilhties, It le an absolutely esseutial
food for the Canadian and Aliod, armios. Yot the
Mdea, of met of tbe amateur Food Controlors In
Canada sooms to be that the P. C. ahould roduco

By FRAÂNK MMTLAND
the price of bacon for the Canadian consumer in
order that we may, wltbout undue strain upon our
pocketbooks, eat More o! it.

Wby waste'tîme wlth advlce and persuasion, wbich
so o!ten go unheeded, wben Government bas the
power of compulsion.- backed by the' unistakable
mandate o! tbe people? Or, if we are stili wedded
to' lntr effort and tbe.!etich of porsonal liberty,
why be so modost ln the requests that are made o!
the public? Wby restrlct*consumpDtion of bee! and
bacon in restaurants. and hotels'to five days in tbe
week? Why not restrict it to one day, or two days
iu the week? Wby nlot mako the 'samne regulations
applicable to private homes as well, wlth sucb ex-
ceptions as mnay be demanded by thte peculiar con-
ditions in somne localitios or by the needs.o! mon
engagod lu strepuous manual. labor?

If it le not advisablo or practicable to make sucb
regulations compulsory, wby not miake, thte roquest
or'the patriotic people o! Canada? .Tbe roquest once
made and re asons for it.statqd and explained, I arn
convlnced that public, opinion wouldl quickly cend to
Coventry any titougittless Indiv iduals who mlgbt
selfishly dieregard it. 1

It le a mnatter o! comimon knowledgo among ail wbo
rend tito newspapers and serions porlodicals that
tbere leý an alarmirig scarcity o! -wheat and foeur.
The United States bas no wheat for export on the
basis o! ordluary consumption. Mr. Hloover is appeal-
lng for a savlng lu the consumptiots o! wheat and
foeur and tito sa'gng eacit montit le ,being sent over-
sens. In Canada, we have a' smaîl surplus'for expert
on thte basic o! ordinary consumption, and thte Cana-
dian Food ('outroller asits us to increasO that surplus
by roducing pur consumaption o! broad and foeur lu
aIl Canadian householde. Se far so good; but-

A ND ONE CLEAR CALL FOR HIM
THI FtTV-TWO years ago, on the 28th of July next, Alf red *Richards stood. in the old C. P. R. station,

Montreal, ani called out the first through train for Vancouver that ever rai, In Canada. "Ail aboard
for Hiong KonglI" was his slogan. We are flot told how many people got a'board. Un those days'Hong-
Kong was about as far away from Montreal as heaven la now-fromn Toronto. Alfred, Richards lived long
enough to soc H4ong-.Kong coming to Canada. For twenty years he was train announcer. A fow days
ao ho wont on, a Journoy whero no train could carry hîm. This, îs the pîcture of t

This is a policy of saving first and shipping later.
It îs voluntary saving. Why flot export first anil save

afterwards, thus rnaking the saving compulsory?
is It not possible to-day for the Canadian and

American Governments to make an accurate estimatO
of the minimum requirements of wheat in bot),
countries and either set aside for export, or expert
at once, the entire. surplus? That estimate should
bie made on the assumption that liberal use wll be
made of ail the varlous substitutes for white bread
now recommendecl te, us by the Food flontrollers-
If the wheat and foeur were unobtainable, we'should,
soon accommodate ourselves to the use of hoe cake
and oatrneal products. Until sucit action is talcen,
or we are put on rations under a ticket system, theS
savlng of wheat products in Canada and the Unitedl
States wiIl be very much of a farce. There is "0
sanction for law the equal of necessity.

0f course, sucb a policy would entail some bard-
sblp. But wbat o ,f it? »Some of us might realize
then that*this country is at war. One weakness nf
a democracy at war is the hesitation of governmePt
to demand real sacrifice of the people. Canadial 5

are more rendy for sacrifice and hardsbip than o11r
Government and our Food Controiler seem to realze-
A drastic policy, involving real sacrifice and unt-
doubted individual hardship would be welcomed Y
the great majority of patriotic Canadians.

For the task of greater production in 1918 on o"!'
farms the effective mobilization of ail our man po'wer
and woman power is urgently and Immediately neces5'
sary. Our farmers cannot be blamed if tbey hesitat-e
to sow and plant an lncreased acreage until t1leY
bave positive assurance, of an adequate supplY of
labor for the plowing, the hoeing, the weedlng, the
barvesting and the threshing of the crop. In ever)Y
village, town and clty ln Canada, committees sholuld
be at work eullsting the signed and pledged asst'
ance o! men, women, boys and girls for worc 011
Canadian farms during thte busy season Of 1918
Boards o! retired farmers could be usefully emploYedl
ln passing-upon tbe lists of these volunteers fol
agricultural service. No time need be wasted in~
appealing to the farmer for greater production e
cause of the profits hie can, make at present bign,
prices. He knnws ail about that and Is apt to- resellt
belng rerninded o! bis present day good fortune. B3Ut
appeals can profitably hoý made to bis patrlotisfll.

In Western Canada tbere la a strong agitation f0Ov
the conscription o! allons for work on Canadian fàrtll
at reasouable rates of wages. A blazing Indlg1atIO"
was excited last year by* the hold-up tactics o! allefl 5

fromn onomy countries wbo exacted double tISe
ordinary wage-often more tban that-from patriOtic
Canadian farnxors whose sons were servlng lIn
Flanders for $1.10 per day. A drastic and 1111n
handling of titis problem Is confideutly demandedl 01
the Goverument by theo people of Western Canad5..

Vast areas o! land ln Western Canada, belongine
to thte Goverûment, to tbe rallway companies. n

to private speculators are lylng IdIe. Mary tho'
sqands o! Chinese laborers are crossing tbe contilUer 1

eacb moutit on their wvay overseas. Could not ou'
Govrernrnont try the experimont o! borrowiug a el

tralnJoadso! these mnen and pnttlng tbem teorO
under cornpotdnt direction ihis spring on tihe tasý
of brea<ing up seime tens of titousands of acres 01
thîs îdle land? It 1s Prohably inadvlsable to 5()?4
witeat on new breaklng lu thte prairie countrY-
Immedlate rotures nxlgbtbe obtainable lu 1q1S, b"I
we have 1919 and succeedlng years to look< ',lc
to, years o! scarclty and probably years of wvar- li

Canada le lu thte mood not only for sacrifice,
for daring innovatli3 and courageous exper1itnen
Site bas given ber rulers au uunmlstakable ia1n4t'
to spare no -efforts but to mobilise ahl the resource
of thse Dominion for tbeWinnlng o! the wa.
le probably more eIxiouÜ\ to give titan bier r1i41
are to demand; cite le readý for sacrifices wilie b
rulers rnay fear to ask o! lier. No dernand 11P Qh

patrlotism o! Canadians wlll be made ln valu, if tJý

remsous for thSe demand are properly exp1lined


