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“charged him once with being guilty | ash off his cigar and turned 1o me,
.of emotion when roaring around the| ' “Do you know, Anak, you can’t o
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‘the philosopher and scientist. But |
there was something glimmering
there which I never caught—fashes
of sincerity, of real feeling, I im-
‘agined, which were sped ere I couid
grasp; echoes of the man he once
was, j)oasibly, or hints of the man
behind the mask., But the mask he
never lifted, and‘ the real man we
never knew.

. “However, as I was saying, I s

| the only S(fargo. He was a -b?'
beefy, - red-faced personage,  full.
Jjowled, and double chinned, sweating
at his desk in his shirt sleeves, It
was August, you know. He was
talking into a telephone when I en-
tered, or swearing rather, T should
say, and the while studying me with
his eyes. When he
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“However, the .idea came. What
was the matter with a tramp. sketch
for the daily press? The Irrecon-
cilability of the Constable and the
Tramp, for instance? So I hit the
drag (the drag, my dear fellow, is
merely the street), or the high places,
if you will, for a newspaper office.
The elevator whisked me into the
sky, and Cerebus, in the guise of an
anaemic office boy, guarded the door.
Consumption, one could see it at a
glance; nerve, Irish, colossal; tena-
city, undoubted; dead inside the year.

“‘Pale youth, quoth I, ‘I pray

' thee the way to the sanctum sanc-

torum,
lorum.”

“He deigned to look at me, scorn-
fully, with infinite weariness.

“‘G’'wan an’ see the janitor. I don’t
know nothin’ about the gas.”

“‘Nay, my lily-white, the editor.’

“‘Wich editor? he snapped, like a
young bull-terrier. ‘Dramatic? Sport-
in’? ~ Society? Sunday? Weekly?
Daily? Telegraph? Local? News?
Editorial? Wich? ’

“Which, I did not know.

“‘The Editor, I proclaimed stout-
ly. ‘The only Editor’ T T

“‘Aw, Spargo!’ he sniffed.

“*Of course, Spargo, I answered.
‘Who  else?’

“‘Gimme yer card, says he,

“‘My what?’

“‘Yer card—
business, anyway?

“And the anaemic

to, the Most High Cock-a-

Say! Wot’s yer

Cerebus sized

phraseology - addressed to
your understanding, a tramp. :
“What the hell—? ; i
“‘Nay, fair sir, a tramp, a man o
devious ways and strange lodgments
and multifarious ! il
“‘Quit it he shouted. ‘What do
you want?’ ' :
“‘I want money.’ j
“He s:tlarted and hda]f reached lior
an open drawer, intending a gun- 5
undoubtedly, then bethoughtsru hime{f
and growled: ; :
“*“This is no bank.’
“‘Nor have I checks to cash, But
I have, sir, an idea, which, by your
leave and kind assistance, I shall
transmute into cash. In short, how
does a tramp sketch, done by a tramp
to the life, strike you? Are you open
to it? Do your readers hunger for
it? Do they crave after it?
they be happy without it?
“I thought for a moment that he
would have an apoplexy, but he
quelled the unruly blood and said he
liked my merve. "I thanked him and
assured him I liked it myself. Then

he offered me a cigar and said he |

thought he’d do business with me.

“‘But mind you,’ he said, when he
had jabbed a bunch of copy papel
into my hand and given me a pencil
from his vest pocket, ‘mind you, I
won’t stand for the high and Hightly
philosophical, and I perceive you
have a tendency that way. Throw in
the local color, wads of it, and a bit
-of sentiment perhaps, but no slum-
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interesting—tumble ?’
“And I
dollar.
“‘Don’t forget the local color!” he
shouted after me through the door.
“And, Anak, it was the local color
that did for me.

fetched forth a weak, gaspy cough,
but he looked at me unflinchingly, |
n much like a defiant sparrow held in
the hand.

“‘I am the census-taker Time,’ I
boomed, in sepulchral tones. ¢ Be-
ware lest T knock too loud.

o 23 70 A— llion about political economy or
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MONTHL“I)M S Winn mlj e I reached over and took him out of | Social strata or such stuff., Make it
} peg his chair. I knocked on his meagre | cOncrete, to the point, with snap and
' - - Do Cents chest with my fore-knuckle and | &° and life, crisp and crackling and
! osed find ....... lars. ... ......
i

tumbled and borrowed a

.............................................

“‘Oh, T don’t know,” he sneered. “The anaemic Cerberus grinned

Hmche A “ Whereupon I rapped him smart- | Wwhen I took the clevator. ‘Got the
Write Clhiristian Name ia full v o N h>

y, and he choked auad turned pur-| bounce, eh? . ta? |

Post Office ... ...... plish, “‘Nay, pale youth so lily-white, '

“*Well, whatcher want?’ he | chortled, waving the copy paper;

I'll be

wheczed with returning breath. d
. ¥ an

: ‘not the bounce, but a detail.
I want Spargo, the only Spargo. | city editor in three months,
Faen deave 200 an’ Tl glide an’| then T'll make you jump.’

cec “And as the elevator boy stopped
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