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carried out in co-opcration with the var-
ious Dominion and provincial forest "Pro-
tection services alreacly on the ground.
The requiraments imposed on the rail-
ways under the Board's regula.tions in-
clude special patrols through forest sec-
tions on fines under construction or in
operation, the safe disposai of inflammable
debris on rights of way. frequent inspec-
tion and repair of spark-arresting devices
on locomotives, prompt extinguishing and
reporting oýf fires burning along the rail-
way line, etc. Under the instructioùs is-
sued by the railways, the entire railway
organization shares directly in the re-
sponsibility for fuil compliance with the
Board's requirements.

About four-fifths of the entire railway
mileage cf Canada is subject te the
Board's jurisdiction and thus te these re.
quirements. The Transcontinental and
Intercolonial are net se subject, nor are
certain miner railways holding proviaciai
rather than Dominion charters. Such

Railway right-of-way in'process of clearing. Note large ples of inflammable debris readyfor burning. A dlean right-of-way is an essential factor In railway tire prevention, butIts beneficial effects are largeiy neutraiized if the immediateiy adjacent lands constitutea fire-trap, through the presence of logging slash and other highiy Inflammable debris.The safe disposaI of logging and other slash in proxlmity to raiiWay lines should bestrictly enforced, In the publie Interest and as a matter of fair play to the railways.

A fIre near a railway lino in Ontario. Note large amount of highly Inflammable logging
siash, constituting a tIre-trap of the worst character. FIres spread very rapidly underSUCh conditions and are difilcuit to control. notwithstanding efficient railway patrol
organisations, the use of tank cars with pumping outtits, etc. Where such conditions
exist near raliway lines, the railways are subjected tu an enormous and unfair handicap

In their efforts to prevent and control tires.

fines are nevertheless playing an import-
ant Part in forest protection, éither inde-
pandent>' or under provincial raquire-
ments.

Smail Lon Due to Railways.
The lire season of 1921 was oe of the.

dryest and most dangereus of which wa
have record, and fore5t lire lusses through-
out the. country as a whele wera axceed-
ingi>' heavy. Notwithstandmng this, the.
total estimated damage caused b>' ail lires
in forest sections directi>' attributed te
railways undar the Board's jurisdiction
was cii>' soe $64,000. This damage
was caused b>' 1,188 fires which burned
over a total of 75,642 acres, of which
11,008 acres was timber land, 17,316
acres young foest growth, 24,151
acres slashing or old burn, and 23,167

acres ether classes of land. ires engin-
atiîg within 300 feet of track, due te
knowL causes eother than raways. totalied
106, burnîg over 18,247 acres valucd at
$69, 113. Fires of unknowi enigin cri-
giîating within 300 feet of track in forait
sections on lines subject te the Beard
totaled 245, burning ever 9,159 acres
vaiued at $29,683.

These loises ara, cf course, sulciciti>
serlous, and continued efforts must and
will ba made te reduce tham. Naverthe-
less, consiçlering ail the circumstances of
the situation, they show dlean>' that thi.
railways are making a ver>' reai and, on
the whole, a ver>' effective effort te pre-
vent aid centrel lires along their lunes.
They have, as a matter cf fact, donc a
great deai in fightiîg fires for the enigin
of which the>' were in ne way responisble.

The greatest handicap against whic
the raiiways have te contend in fora
protection is the extremeiy hazardou
condition created by the presence of va--
amounts cf highly inflammable debris eo
lands immediately adjacent te their right
of way. For the mest part, these ar
Crown laids, upon which, te a conside,
able extent, iogging eperations have bec:
carried on, with littie or ne provision fo
the disposaI of the logging siash. Suc
areas censtitute a fire-trap cf the worn
character, and are responsible for th
rapid spread of fires in very many casel
In the interest of effective protection, adi
quatte steps sheuld be taken te give thi
railways a fair chance te control lire
aleng their uines, by decreasing instead o
constantly increasing the'hazardous conl
ditions on adjoining lands. There is a
ready legisiation aleng this lin, but
has been made effective te oniy a smna
extent as yet.

An Unfair Handicap.

Nor is Ioggiîg slash on Crowî laids thi
oîiy hazard of this character aioîg rai
way lines. It exiats aise on privatCi
owîed lands, whether' timber berths c
seulement lands-, and is creatad as wC
by the construction of colenizatien road!
power transmission lunes, etc., where thi
siash is piied in windows and ieft te col
stitute a fire-trap for an indefinite pafO
of yaars. Where such hazards are dl
liberately created in close proximity t
railway lunes, the dilflcuities of the ra'1
ways in contreliig the spread of fles ai
îmmeasurabiy increased. An>' pregf"
for the construction of such projecl
shouid obviousl>' provida for the safe &i
posai of ail inflammable debris in pr0%if
it>' te raiiway ânes, te sa>' nothuîg Of Othei
fire-settins agencies.
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