
Early in the morning of the 30th July,,having run oaur distance for -Cape Sabiwe I
stopped steaming, and at 5 A.m. the mist clearing off I observed the ''Discovery" near
the land apparentlys beset with a close pack five or six -miles broad,; no ice in sight ta
seaiward. AsTIdid not wish the two ships to separate, and the calm weather being
fh.vourable, I boredthrough the pack, which,,althougb apparently close, opened sufciently
taadmit af the slow progress of the ship imtil we gained the landin company with the
Discovery " and secured the ships in a convenient harbour, xnamed after Lieuténant

Payer, the successful and energetie arctio traveller, two miles to the southward of Cape Por Payer.
Sabine. Depôt of

A depôt' of 240 rations was established on the southernmost of the islets i a 9
convenient position for travelling parties, a cairn being built on the summit of the highest Breo
Lnd outer one, and a notice of our movements deposited there. Iland

.Aot prinucd
The pack, in, the orfing consisted of floes froin 5 to G feetthick, with occasionally Pack off

inuch older and heavier floes 10 to 12 feet thick intermixed, with it, but all was very Cape
nuchdecayedý and honeycombed; still it could not be treated with the saie impunity as
the ice in the iniddle, passage through Baffin Bay.

I may here draw attention to the deceptive impressions iuexperienced people IJecePtir-
naturally receive when from a lofty look-ot statiôn Ithey observe. a sea unbordered by unpres o
ice. Thé distance from Littleton Island to Cape Sabine- is only 25 miles. On "open
a, clear evening,, from an altitude of 700 feet, with the land and horizon distinc.tly visiblé water."
no, ice was in sight from the first-named place, and the prospects of the Expedition as to
attaining, a higlier Latitude without trouble appeared to be precisely the same as when î
looked over a boundless sea from the sumrmit of one of the Carey Islands 100 miles to
the southward, and yet the ships were twenty-four hours afterwards locked up by ice in
a harbour near Cape Sabine.

From Littleton Island the inexperienced observer would conclude that there was
an open Polar Sea; from our present position he would as certainly conclude that his:
farther progress was for ever stayed, and that the sooner he looked for winter auarters
the better.

The ships were detained at Payer Habour for three days watching for an opening in Detentaon-
the ice, ,getting under way wlienever there appeared the: slightest chance of, proceeding at Payer
onwards, but on eacli occasion being unable to pass; Cape Sabine, were forced to retürn. Harbo
This resting-place proved.to be an excellent station, well protected against the eatranice
of heavy floes, possessing a lofty look-out, and deep navigable channels ta the norh and
south through:wbich toproceed to sea iimediately the ice opened with a favourable
westerly:wind.

Being ad.vantageouslysituated near a prominentcape, where the tidal currents run
with increased velocity, it is, however subject to squally winds ; but in icy seas during
the summer, when awaiting the opening of the ice, they are rather an advantage than
otherwise,, striving, as they dowith the sea 'currents, which is to be the-chief worker in
removing the inpediments to a vessel'sadvance.

Early in tIe morning of the 4th of August, after several hours of light sOutIh
vesterly winds, the main pack, while remaining perfectly close and impenetrable to the
northward, moved off from thelland to a sufficient distance to enable the ships topasstW 1dvanethe westward roudt Cape Sabine. In the hope of finding a passage on the western side Rayes
of the island, of which Capes Victoria andÂlbert are, theprominent eastern points sail Sond
was nnmediately nade, and we succeeded, with onily one short detention, in advancing
twenty miles, along the /aouthern shore of Hayes Sound, anc, securing tIe ships, inisug Priie s
liarbour. In the sneighbourhood the sportsmen discoverei a. richly vegebated ,alleywith Aean
numerous traesof ,musk-oxen and other game., fl&boui.

Two glaciers coming from nearly o6pposite directions, which, instead' ofruniting intheir downwared 'direction, abut thecne iagainst the oher, aidanaintain a constat
varfare for ie inastery, a nèver-ending grapple for victory,' suggested the name of ,Twi
GlacierValley frthe locality.

The ice in ithe saund was one-season old, and decaying sa qgickly that if not driftedr
away itwould ii 'a yveek's timeprésent'no impediment to the advanceofateamnèsse.
On, tIe5th of ,. ugust:tIe strong tidesarnda south-westerly'wind openeda channel aV Te1 e
N.W and guined afew miles iadvane; butnotavishing'to expend lmuchcoal, ere H es
fmnally sopped in the dig ack. AfAer rémainincuiònt1 longt éeniie that 1j
he floao Vide still camne fròmthe eastwardaihoùgTi Ahe ebor;east'runnin i d was
app aentil, the strongr1 of tI the , usId the àhips Ytlough' Ieactawards th

re, and w Captain' Stphenson ascendleda hill J00 feet hi b rom this sttio r
he appearance ~o the land' giving ooprospect f~ a nIm Vo the nò
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