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ulation of each. It numbersamongstitamembers gentlemen who had besn on the direction
of the late Interooeanic Company, and it includes the names of men whom every one
would acknowledge, would never willingly associate themselves with any dishonourable
enterprise. It is difficult to believe that these personages are either the willing or un-
conscions tools of Sir . Allan. Hence, wo muat arrive at the inference that, at all
events, if the orime was imagined, it can acarcely have been consummated.  This would
not in the least excuse its authors, but if a thing has not bcen done, the fact affords
primd fucie grounds for believing that it was not intended to be done. Lastly, I have
recsived the moat molemn assurances from my Ministers, both individually and collec-
tively, on their word ax men of honour, and on their fealty to the Crown as my sworn
Councillors, that they are absolutely innocent of the things laid to their charge.

On a balance of the foregoing considerations,can any one say that I should huve been
justified in deliberately violating my first duty as a constitutional ruler on a prematuve
nasamption of the guilt of these gentlemen §

But a atill more important question remaina behind. Had I any means of know-
ing that my Ministers had forfeited the confidence of the House of Commons,—for, of
course, if this were the case, any inward impressions of my own wculd cease $0 be ele-
menta of the problem ¢

What were the ficts upon which I could relyt During the whole of the preceding
Bessiou the Government had marched from victory to victory, us will be seen by the sub
Jjeined record of votes taken on test divisions :- -

Tth March, majority for Government...........ss s irvereiesnininiiiniiseeserenss 16
18th do do do e e ety e e 2B
2nd April, do do s et e e Ceeees TTRTYT N § S
17th d% do do e e s seeraseea e seeeens 26
Tth May, do do e e s e s e ey . 3
8th do do do it e e Saes e e et Ve 33
12th do do do U PP £ §
16th do do do P RN SRR 1

They had left off with a majurity of 35 at their command. The ordinary presump-
tion wounld be that their supporters atiil adhered to them. Had anything occurred to in-
validate this conclusion ¥ The publication of the documents I have referred to? Judging
from the process of thought in my own mind, which compelled me to suspend my verdiet, I
could not bring myself to beliave that Parlinuent had jummped to any premature conclu-
sion. But I had one other indication to assist me. Ninety-two Members of Parliament
declored themselves opposed to the views of Ministers on prorogation. Where were
the other one hundred and seven, and what were their opinions ¥  Of the thirty-five or
forty who were in 'their places, not one took steps td make me aware that they had
ceasod to mupport the Government. Their nimes were conspicuoualy absent from the
Memorial. The aixty or sixty-five Members who were away cannot complain if T have
interpreted their absence as an indication that they endorsed the policy of Government,so
far at least a8 provogation was conceried. That the Mewmoriafista were 80 many and
no move was in itaelf significant, for it gave the mensure of the effort mude and the
maximum result. They were not even a moiety of the House.  They were a minority,
aud therefore not in a position to acquaint me with the wishes of the majority, or to
speak in bohalf of Parliament nt all. o acutely was the force of this fuct felt that
within a very few daya aftor provogation, it was industriously circulated by all the Op-
position newspapers, that in refusing to acquiesce in the suggestions of the signatories of
this Memurinl, I had flown in the face of & “wajority " of the House of Commona, Itis
suid that hypocriay is the homage puid by vice to virtus. The pertinacity with which
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