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ulation of each. It numbersamongstitsmembers gentlemen who had been on the direction
of the late Interoeanic Company, and it includes the names of men whorn every one
would acknowledge, would never willingly ssociate themselves with any dishonourable
enterprise. It is difficult to believe that these personages are either the willing or un-
conscious tools of Sir H. Allan. Hence, we must arrive at the inference that, at all
eventu, if the crime was imagined, it coan scarcely bave been consumiated. This would
not in the least excuse its authors, but if a thing lias not bcen idone, the fact affords
primd facie grounds for believing that it was not intended to be done. Lastly, I have
rceived the mont solemn assurances from my Ministers, both individually and collec-
tively, on their word as men of honour, and on their fealty to the Crown as my sworn
Councillors, that they are absolutely innocent of the thinga laid to their charge.

On a balance of the foregoing considerations,can any one say that I ahouldi have been
justified in doliberately violating my first duty as a constitutional ruler on a premature
assiumption of the guilt of these gentlemen I

But a still more important question remains behind. Had I any means of know-
ing that my Ministers liad forfeited the confidence of the House of (ommons,-for, of
course, if this were the case, any inward impressions of my own wculd cease o be ele-
mente ot the problem I

What were the facts upon which I could rely t During the whole of the preoeding
Session the Govemmtent had inarclied from victory to victory, as will be seen by the sub
joined record of votes taken on test divisions -

7th March, majority for Government................................................. 16
18th do do .. . ......... ......... ... 25

2nd April, do do .................................... 31*
17th do do .... ............. , ................. ,...,... . . 26
7th May, do do ........... . ......... ........... . ... 31
8th do do do ............. ......., .,............. 33

12th do do du ......... 24
16th do do do ... ............................... 35

They had lefM off wIth a majurity of 35 at their command. The ordinary presump.
tion would be that their supporters stili adhered to them. Had anything occurred to in-
validate this conclusion t The publication of the documents I have referred to I Judging
from the process of thought in my own mind, which compelled me to suspend my verdict, 1
could not bring myself to believe that ftrliament had jumped to any premature conclu-
sion. But I had one other indication to assist me. Ninety-two Members of Parliament
declared themselves opposed to the views of Ministers on prorogation. Where were
the other one hundred and seven, and what were their oinions I Of the thirty-five or
forty who were in 'their places, not une took steps e make me aware that they had
ceased to sup port the Government. Their nîmes were conspicuonsly abent fron the
Menorial. The sixty or sixty-tve Members who were away cannot complain if I have
interpreted their absence as an indication that they endoraed the policy of Government, so
far at lieast as prorogation was concere.ed. Titat the Menkoriaflta were so niany and
no more was In itself signifloant, for it gave the measure of the effort made and the
maxituu result. They were not even a moiety of the Hoiuse. They were a miinority,
and therefore not in a position to acquaint me with the wishes of the majority, or to
speak in behalf of Parliament at all. So acutely was the force of this fact felt that
within a very few days after pror:ogation, it was industriously circulated by ail the Opi.
position niewspapers, that in refusing to acquiesce in the suggestions of the signatories of
this Memurial, I had flown in the face of a "majoay " of tihe House of Comnmons. It is
said that hypocriay is the homage paid by vice to virtue. The pertinacity with which
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