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and odious measure, tearing up justice and every good
principle by the roots; that the whole of it appeared to
him to be destructive of that liberty, which ought to be
the ground-work of every constitution; and that it would
shake the affections and confidence of bis Majesty's sub-
jects in England and Ireland, and finally lose him the
hearts of all the Americans." The bill was passed by
a majority of nineteen ; the contents being twenty-six, the
not-contents seven. The minority consisted of the Duke
of Gloucester, the Earls of Chatham, Coventry, Effing-
ham and Spencer, and the Lords Sandys and King.

On the 22nd of June, the Lord Mayor, attended by
several aldermen, the recorder, and upwards of one hundred
and fifty of the common council, went up with an address
and petition to the King, supplicating his Majesty not to
give his assent to the bill. On their arrival at St. James's,
the Lord Chamberlain acquainted them, by order of the
King, that " as the petition related to a bill agreed on by
the two Houses of Parliament, of which lis Majesty conld
not take notice until it was presented for bis royal assent,
they were not to expect an answer." The King, who was
then on the point of going down to Westminster to pro-
rogue Parliament, immediately proceeded to the House of
Lords, and gave his assent to the Bill; observing, that " it
was founded on the clearest principles of justice and hu-
manity, and would, he doubted not, have the best effect,
in quieting the minds and promoting the happiness of bis
Canadian subjects."

As soon as the act reached Quebec, the English settlers
met in the greatest alarm, and sent over a petition to
the King, for its repeal or amendment. They complained,
that it " deprived them of the franchises which they in-
herited from their forefathers;-that they had lost the
protection of the English laws, so universally admired
for their wisdom and lenity, and in their stead the laws of
Canada were to be introduced, to which they were utter
strangers;-that this was disgraceful to them as Britons,


