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A SILIPLE GAII. OF CARDS.
DY A CHRISTIAN MERCHANT.

1 have often heurd by very moral and
good peoplv that *there ix uo harm ina
simplo gome of curds,” Taisis all very
welFin theory, but expurivnce and ob-
gervation teach me tha: card-playing is
one of the most dangerous, as well as
fascinating, amusements thata young
person of either sex can vn:age in,

When I was about eleven years old I
went a3 & clerk in astore where the em-
ployees boarded with the proprietor and
slept in a room over the store. The store
opened very early in the morning, and
closed at ten o'clock in the evening, so
we shonld have spent all the time tiat
the store was closed in sleep ; but there
was such a strange fascination in cards
that we were often playing nearly half
the night, and I know of na other game
that would have so infatuated us as cards
did. If we played checkers or any other
game of skill, we did not become s0 in-
terested as to deprive us of the rest we
80 much needed.

The associations and gambling ten"
dencies of cards mast be admitted by
every one. They are the professional
gambler’s prineipal- and 1 might almost
sny only—tool ; and it never adds to the
reputation of a young man to be geen
playing cards, or fora pack of cards to
be fourd in his possession. If a police-
man should stop me, at night and find
me with a burglar's “jimmy” in my pos-
session, he would certainly arrest me,
and I would be compellnd to prove my
innocence of intended burglary. So
when Christian or truly moral people zee
cards in the possession of a youth, they
look npoh him with more orless sus-
picion, -

Several years ago I had charge of one
branch of the business of & large whole-
sale houge in New York. Ihad. for my
assistant a young man who was admitted
by alt to be the most efficient young
clerk in the -establishment. He was liv-
ing with his widowed .mother, and had
been morally and religiously trained. In
that line of business there were several
months in the year which were called the
dull season, and during that period there
was very little to do on. the part of the
junior clerks, so they restored toall sorts
af amusements to pass awsy time.
Games were grohibited by the firm;
nevertheless they wore accustomed to
conceal themselyes in ont-of-the-way por-
tions of the store and play cqrds. I one
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day found a party of them playing ‘*laro”

with caxds, and among their number was
my assistapt. I was surprised, butas
there was little work to ba done could
not prevent him, Itried to dissuade him
from such amusements, but failed. Tho
appotite for gambling soon becamo fixed
upon him, and from being one of the
most promising and efficient young mon
he gradually became careless and dissi-
pated, and “a fow months agec I met him
on the street, out of employment, aud
his appearance showed him to be a drunk-
ard. He wanted to borrow money of me
and claimed to be in want, If he had
kept himself from cards, and the assooia-
tions that they led him to, he would havo
ranked a3 a first.class business man.
Fortuinately he never married, and his
mother being now dead the disgrace only
falls on his sisters. Games of chance are
generally the beginning of a passion for
acquiring wealth.at the cost of some one
elso, or, rather, getting money witheut
the giving of & proper equivalent.

I know of some professing Christinns
who play cards, but I never knew of ary
¢card-playing” or ¢‘dancing” Christians
who were very creditable to Christ. ’

Card-playing is no help either morally
or financially to any young person, butit
cortainly is an appearance of evil in the
minds of most Cristians, and many busi-
ness men., S0 as it is only a pastime at
the best; 1 advise 2ll young peoile tu sel-
ect such games as have undoubtebly harm-
less associn'tions, such as chess, checkers,
eto’

It may not be in itself pozitively wrong,
for me to play cards ,but neither would
it be wrong in me as a Sunday-school sup-
erintendent on coming out' of a Suuday-
senool next Sabbatlt to go into the liguor
orsaloon on the opposite corner from the
church and drink & glass of water. I may
bo thirsty, but I have no business to let
my scholars see me put myself under ob-
ligation to & rumseller, nor to mingle for
one moment with Sabbath.breakers in &
caloon. So  want amusemen?, I have
no business t0 seek it in channels priu-
ci‘aally occupied by gamblers, fortune-
tellers, eto. :

If we désire to be trusted, honored, and
respected we must noever be fonnd en-
gaged in any questionable amusement or
occupation.—N. Y, Witness.

Those who defer their gifta to the
death-bed doas go.d as to say, ‘“Lord, I
will give Thee something when I can
keep it no longer.’ Happy iz the men
who is his own executor.— Biskop Hal.*



