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WHEAT S OHEAP.

Wheat is about the ot t grain
at the prosent tiwe. This is o peculiarity of
tho commerclal situation which is incompre.
hensible to mcny. Wheat has always been
considered a finer and intrinsically a moro valu.
ablo produot than other grains, While the
coarser and cheaper grains were good enough
for beasts, wheat was resorved for man alono,
In fact wo may say only the more advanced
peoples wers permitted to use wheat as an or-
dinary artiole of food. In some countries,
whore the population is dense and the masscs
of the people vory poor, wheat has baen con.
sidered tco costly a commodity to be used as
food even for man. Indis, though a cousider-
able producer of wheat, has not been a con.
sumer of tho product to any extent, the grain
there having been considered too costly to be
used as food for the great mass of the popu.
lation, Thus tho Indian farmer always sold
his wheat for export aud used cheaper products
for food. Even in some countries of Europe,
wheat bread has beon considered a luxury be-
yond the reach of the common people.  With
these ideas rega rding the value of wheat, it is
therefore difficult for people to realize that
wheat is really a cheaper commodity than the
so-called coarse grains.

The low value of wheat during the last two
yoars ¢hould lead to a much wider consump-
tion of the commodity. Those people who
have been selling thelr wheat and consmning
cheaper and ~oarser cereals, should we fancy
now be induced to consume more wheat. If
the millions in Europe who use only the less
palatable and leas wholesome rye bread, could
be educated into the use of wheat flours, the
demand for the latter cereal would be vastly
improved. The time would also seem
opportune for a persistent effort to introduce
wheat flour into some of the Oriental countries
where it is not now known. 1f even the higher
classes of Ukina, Japan and some other nations
could be educated to consume wheat as an or-
dinary article of food, it would vastly increase
the consumption of the cereal,

Heratofore, we have said, wheat has been
considered too costly a grain to be used as food
for beasts. Beaidea the cost, it has bzen pop.
ularly sapposed that wheat, though the finest
of cereal foods for map, was not suitable for
the lower animals. The cheapness of wheat of
late has led {o many expeiiments in feeding
stock with this grain, with most gratifying
vesults, and many of the notions that wheat
is too strong or otherwise not suited
to use as a food for stock, are
being dispelled. It bas been found that for
feeding hogs especially, wheat i3 a very valu-
able grain. Sheep and cattle have also been
fed o advantage with wheat. The Commercial
bas several times during the fast year or two
published the results of exporiments in feeding
whoat %0 stock, so that meooy of our readecd
are already familiar with this phose of the
wheat queation. As recently as in our issue of

hiainabl

July 23, The Commeroinl gave a report of the
result of cxporiments oarried on at the South
Dakota experimental station, in which wheat
proved a very valuablo feed for hogs, innking
pork of a high quality. It has been frequently
ahown by experiments made in Canadn and tho
United States, that wheat can be marketed:in
the form of beef and pork at o much
better prico than the grain is now worth in the
markets, It scems probable that a great
denl of wheat will be vconsnmmed as feed
for live stock in Canada and tho United
States during the next year, owing to the short
crop of oats and corn and the comparatively
high prices of the two latter graine. In fact
it is to tho consumption of wheat for feeding
stock that we look most hopefully for a reduc-
tion of the large available supplies of the cer-
eal. Tho poor outlook for corn especially will
tend to induce farmers to try feeding wheat,
and if wheat is used as largely for feed as now
seems probable, it will prove an important fac.
tor in affecting prices. If the present large sup-
ply of wheat could be reduced to former pro-
portions, through the uso of wheat for feeding
stock, it would put the whoeat market in better
shape than it has been for two vears.

Auother peculiar feature arising from the
cheapness of wheat, is the use of wheat and

cents for seleoted hutter, and vory good but.
ter is oven being sold retail at 15 cents.
The averegoe quality of butter, of course, will
not bring anything like 15 cents, 12 cents
being ncaror the average price. Country
merchants, in buyiog, have tc allow somo-
thing for froight and cost of handling, so
that they are obliged to buy at a margin
under Winnipeg jobbing prices. Farmers
who livo near the city, of course, have an
advantago in selling butter and other com-
modities, a8 compared with farmors at
more  distant points, The farmer noar
tho city can sell direct to the consum-
er or retail dealor. He thus saves froight,
cost of handling and jobbera’ margin, and when
ho geils to the consumer he saves the rotailors’
profit also. In addition to thie, thore are
always a number of consumers in & city who
aro willing to pay something more than the
regulur market value, for an extra good artiole
of butter, delivered to them fresh as they want
it, and those farmera near the city who make
such o quality of buster, can therefore gota
premium ou their product. There is perhaps
o article of table ure which many people are
8o particular abeut as butter, and the farmer
who can supply an extra fine quality, at fre-
quent intervals, fresh for the table, will get a

wheat flour as an adulterant in dities
which were formerly cheaper than wheat pro-
duots. It has recently been stated that large
quantities of wheat are being used as an adul-
terant by manufacturers of oatmeal and other
food products,.  Wheat is also being used ex-
tensively aa a mixture in ground feeds in order
to produce & chow.er commodity than can be
made from the coarse grains usually used for
such purposes,

THE PRICE UF BUTTER.

It is said thot the formers at some country
points are complaining of the price paid them
for butter by the local merchants. They
gometimes hear of prices paid by consumers in
Winnipeg, and think the local merchants
should be able to pay them nearly the same
price as is quoted retail in Wiunnipeg. The
Saltcoats paper says that a farmer there com.
plaived that a friend of his near Winnipeg was
getting 25 conts per pound for bis butter in
Winnipeg, and he thought the Saltcoats mer-
chants should be able to pay better prices than
they offered. These fancy retail prices at
Winnipeg are of course misleading. Early in
the season farmers who had a reputation for
makiog a superior quality of butter, could get
25 cents per pound for it in Winnipeg, from
private families, and even 30 and 35 cents is
paid for fancy new made butter in the
wintor and early spring, in special instances by
consumers. These prices, however, do not
show the market value for quantities, handled
by jobbers. At present farmers who make
the finest quality of butter, and who
undertake to supply their customers with a
fresh article in small quantities, at frequent
intervals, are gotting 20 cents per pound
from private parties in tho city. This is the
best price. Others are getting a cend or two
less from private familics, for butter sup-
plied in the same way. The very highest
price that jobbers can get, however, is 15

iderable pr over the regular market
price, if he is fortunate cnough .o obtain a
number of this class of customers. The coun-
try merchant of course cannot make such a
distinction. He is obliged to sell his butter in
round lots, at an average price, on the basis of
regular jobbing prices. Farmers at country
points cannot therefore expect to be paid a pries
for their butter in proportion to these epecial
prices paid by consumers in the ocity, unless
they could deliver the butter once a week or
thereabouts to their customers here. This is
of course impractical. Butter marketed at
country points must be packed in tubs, and
it reaches the city in round lots, composed
of tubs of varying quality. It must be dis.
posed of at the regular jobbing price accord-
ing to average quality, which price is now
about 12 cents per pound. These higher
prices paid in cortain cases by consumers in
Winnipog for butter and other products is
simply an advantage which farmera who live
near the city evjoy over farmers at more dis.
tant points.

PURE WATER IN HANITOBA.

In the early days of immigration to Mani.
toba, that is s dozev years or so back, we used
to hear a great deal about the bad quality of
the water obtaiuablo in the country. New-
comers were cautioned not to drink the water
at all, or at least to nse it only as a dilutant
for whiskey or some other liquid which was
probably a great deal more injurions to the
average individual than the water. Of late
yoars we have not heard so much about bad
water, outside of Winnipeg at least, wheroe the
city water supply is of a very wretched char-
acter. The fact is a great deal of the talkz about
bad water in Manitoba is entirely wrong, A
change of water will prove an inconvenience to
a great many people, though tho water itself
may be healthful for those who are uged to it.
Honce the advice is frequently tendered to




