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called 6 Ibs., 5 lI)bs, 4 lbs.. etc., mennng that the fibre ~s
stable for yarns weighîng b ibs., 5 lits., or 4 ibs. per
spindle respectively. In addition ta the above classifica-
tion for finencss, the strength ai the flax may be denoted
by the nUinbers$ 1, 2, and 3, Or in any other suitable way.
If the flax lias an iinpure end, the hackler, Instead af oniy
squaring the piece, is afien called upon ta break off a con-
siderable portion of the end. Thtse broken-uff ends are
mnade into pieces by tîetmselves, and go to niake a Iow
sort. There is a great knack in breaking the ends of the
pîcce upoii the touch-pin. If leoseiy wrappedrouîîd witit-
out twist, so that wlien tiglitened the end is cauglit under-
ricarl the lap, a straight jerk separates the end iwith coni-

* paratîve case. If the top end be "-nappy,- it must be weil
workcd upon the switch ta extract the naps. For drebbing

* the cut-off top ends af Court rai flax, tie sorter is often
provided witlî a third tool, called a ýnap-extrac-tor," îvhi-clî
is a fine singie row of pins, about 13 in,. long and 5o pins
pet inch. The pins in this tool l>e--ig af strong ivire and
s0 closcly set, it is necesrary t. solder their root ends
between two strips of brass, since the ustill method of driv.
ing Olient ;nto a ivooden sto.;k wouild not stand. The coarser
mois used by the sorter are called IItens'- or -1eightecns,-
the former having about 26 pans in the row ai 71 in., and
the latter 38. rhe breadth of the tool is about 2a in., a
*ten" having 17 or 18 raws in tis breadth, and an -elglht-

cen" 19 rows. In a Ilten "the pins are tisually 41 in. long
aver aIl, and in an -'eigliteen - an inch shorter, their thick-
ncss at roat lieing about 13 B.W.G. In the 1- switch " the
area of stock set wîth pins is much the saine. The pins

* are iit in. ta iî in. long river ail, protruding ii in. ta ï in
above the stock, and ai thickness equal tu 22 ta 26 B.W.G.
The fineness of the toal is gauged by the number of pins
in the row Of 71 in. Tiiose cominonly in use run from î8o
ta 28o. The following table gives particulars.

No. of pins in row of 7j in
Size of wire .........
Lcngtb ai pin aver ait ........
Pins per Inch .............

280
22
rjin

25

200 230
23 24
îgin. îjin.

27à 32

250 280
25 26
iiin. i Rin

341 381

The sarter's toals are screwved ta a wvoaden block wvhich
is boited ta the beam which runs along the top ai the berths,
and are usually set at an angle ai about 300 ta the hori-
zontal. In sorting fine nappy flax, in order ta extract
the naps it is srnetimes advantageous ta set the switcl at
a larger angle than 3a0' in order that the front raw af pins
niay be mare used tlîan the athers, rendering it possible ta
put the fibre inta the roat ai the pins îvhere there is less
roam for tlîe nap ta pass. In the switch wherc a long pin
is tised, a guard is sametimes applied ta strengthen the
auter rows ai pins. It is farrned by twa bands of steel
about 4 ini. braad and ratiier langer than the tool. These
bands are placed, one in front ai the first row and the other
liehînd the second or third raw, and thien tighitencd tagether
by means ai screwvs. The Il nîpping " îvhici we referred
to is very severe tipon the carners of the switctî, and in
arder that the pins mnay not be broken aîvay, it is uslial to
put pins af stronger wire inta the rows at the point where
tis strain cones an. Coarýe flax for lowv numLer5 is tn

%n.uîîglît as 'toucli im"gettng u..l>, one or tivo bloivs
over the tcn and s~tîand bunclicd withotit breaking tho
ends.

(To be contintied.)

LONDON WOOL SALES.

Thle first serres of the wooi auction sales fur this ycar
opened Jan. îcti with a large attendance. Canipetition at
the opening wvas rather quiet, but inmpruved later in the
session, ebperially with continental buyers, wlhu secured the
biîlk of better greasy incrinos. The bidding o'n scoureds
ivas not sa good, awing to the anactivity of the huine buy.
ers. There was a larger representatiori ai Anierican buyers
thati usual, and they operated in crossbreds quite freely,
paying December rates for aIl gra.3es suitab!e for their re-
(luirements. *rhe honte trade absorbed the bîîlk ai the
greasy, and slips ruled ini buy)ers* favoi, with lower tîualities
occasîonally selling at fl.e per cent. decline. Cape ai Good
Hope and Natal greasy wvas in large supply, and showed a
decline of 5 per cent., althotugh most of this class wis îvitlî
drawn. rite prices tealized for scourcds showed littHo
change. he nuîmber of bales oflered to.day %iVaS !),a.
1Followitig are Uic sales in detaîl. New South \Vales, 1,400
bales; scoured, ôd. ta 2s. 21d., gkeasy, iod. ta is. 3d.
Queensland, i,i00 bales. greasy, i id. ta 's. 4d. Victoria,
6oo bales; scoured, ioid. ta 2s., greasy, 71d. ta Ms 4 1d.
South Aiistralia, 1, 100 bales, scauired, is iod. ta is. i id.,
greasy, NIl. ta IS. 2d. New Zealand, î,6oo bales, scoured,
6d. to 's 4 d.; greasy, 61d. ta i id. Cape af Good Ilope
and Natal, I,3oo bales, scaured, iad, to azs.

on the i2th, ilie offorings wvere 9,9. bales, prices for
good wools showed a sînaîl imî>rovement, and a large
quantîty ai Queensland rnerînas wvas ini demand. The
American buyers purchased the best Golang clipped.
Crossbreds were fatirly represented, the home trade taking
the bulk. New clipped P-uenta Reinas, in good condition,
shawed a small decline under the Decemiber rates. Tlie
catalogues offéred were active and good. The French and
Gertnan buyers purchased the most of the inerinos.

-The bulletin ai the National Association ai Wool
MNanufacturers just publishied shows thiat Canada exported
ta tlîe Unitcd States conibing w',ols ta the value ai $147,.
030 in 189g as agains-t $2,728 in 1898; ai carpet woolsthere
wvas no export in 1899 and only $135 in 1898.

-The popuilatiton af Toronto bas greatly increased in the
past five ycars and there isi said ta be a chance af a furtiier
very great addition taking place in the near future. C. T.
Grantham, furmerly manager of the Yarmouth Duck and
Yarn Ca. of Yarmîouth, N. S. is negatiating with the Tor
anto City Couincil for the establishmîent ai a catton duck
factary in Toronto ta eniplay sortie four hundred hands.
As these will be aimost exclusively French Canadians, and
their famailies arc larger than the average, we cati safely
assume that three tlauusand ai these industriaus and econ-
amical people vvill bc settlcd in Toronto, wlîere at p asent
therc j5 no supply of labor puilablo for a çotton miii,


