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little trouble, as with the trowel or hand put in
the root or plant, pressing the soil firmly about
it and then give a good watering with a rose
watering-pot to settle the soil before levelling off.
In very dry weather, mulch well with litter,
moss or manuxe, which will retain the moisture
and keep the earth about the roots cool; and
plentiful applications of soap suds and liquid
manure should occasionaliy be given to them,
cspecially about the tine they are full grown, as
it will then greatly iucrease tho size and benefit
the color and fineness of the bloom. They
should be staked with permanent stakes at once
to prevent injury to the young roots which grow
very rapidly when a week or two established.
Ag the plants grow, the lateral or side shoots
should be cut off until the desired head is attain-
ed, or the leading shoot may be cut out leaving
three branches or leading shoots, to each of
which & stake should be placed. Or they may
be pinned down, never allowing them tc grow
to a height of more than 15 to 18 inches as the
party may fancy.

Sometimes it is advisable to prolong the bloom-
ing of some particular flower or flowers, and for
this purpose shades are used—made by nailing
ashingle o a short pole or stick, the end of which
is pointed and stuck into the ground in such a
position that the flower is completely shaded
from the hot sun. This, however, is usually
done only when an extra fine bloom is wanted
for exhibition purposes.

GEO. LESLIE & SON.

Toronto Nurseries, }
Leslie P.0., June 2, 1869.
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GOOSEBERRIES.

It is one of the misfortunes of this climate
that we cannot raise gooseberries as they do in
England, with the certainty of good crops of
large fruit. The mildew is almost sure to make
havoc of the googeberries, and spoil them before
they reach the period of ripeness. Now and
then, but very rarely, they escape. Once only
for the past seven years, we wers fortunate
enough to have a fine yield of magnificent
‘Whitesmiths, the very sight of which made one’s
mouth water for a taste of them. The Ameri-
can Houghton never mildews, but it is only &

poor apology for the gooseberry, and to an Eng-
lishman only revives the painful remenibraney
of aeparizgd joys. Small in size and insipid in
flavour, it is almost valueless as a raw fruit, and
is useful mainly for cooking and preserving,
Muss we give in to this and resign the goose.
berry? What are our skilful horticultura)
neighbours in the United States about that they
cannot originate & good scedling goossberryi
One or two varieties have been produced, such
a3 the Downing and Mountain, but from all w
can learn they are no great improvement on the
Houghton. Cannot the same hoxticultuial gkil
to which we are so much indebted for seedling
strawberries, raspberries, cherries, peaches, &a,})

no¥®to say seedling potatoes, do something for
us in the gooseberry line. i

¢“Wako up Nicodemus,” or somebody else,l
and give us a decent gooseberry that is milde,
proof. :
Meantime, have we exhausted all expedionts!]
to ward off mildew. A friend of ours was accus
tomed years ago, and is still for aught we know,
to get good English gooseberries every year.
His bushes were planted in a low, moist part of
his garden, under the shade of some high-bush
cranberries. We have no doubt the heatand
dryness of our climate cause the mildew. Itis
also pretty certain that old bushes are mom
liable to be affected than young omes, Might
not & succession of young plants, grown in moist
soil, mulched, and partially shaded, * fortunate
gnough to escape mildew, and gi' + us at lead
every other year a crop of decent, not to say big
berries ?
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CHICKEN-SCRATCHING-

Dr. Trimble says there are two sides totl
scratching propensity, which deters mosh peoplt
from keeping hans in a garden. True, you car-
not have hens, or even young chickens, amon
the flower-borders, after the ladies have hud
their plants set out.. But in the winter al
early spring, scratching can do no harm, and
until we know how many insects they find, w
cannot estimate the gocd they do, Their fed
are formed in part for scratching—it is naturd
to them, and they begin very early in life.

The greates number of insects undergo ther
transformation, and are in their chrysalis stag
under ground. Others hybernate in the winta
just under the surface, Withou* the powerd
scratching, hens would seldom find these, and
they are what they scratch for.




