
16 POPULAR CHISTIANITY.

natienalisin of the tinies; and the confusion spreada and increases.
until a pope is hemn, and the heathenized Chîristian church triumpha
and rejeices undor the autherity of an earthly Hecad ! But christianity
was entangled ivith the corruptions of fuit six centuries when this
beavon-daring event transpired, and many a popular sin and many a
fashienable vice had been cenmitted in the naine cf the Christian
religion between the turne when the unassuming aposties began their
labours ad the period that a Roman Poutiff ascended a newiy created
throne te execute at one and the saine tume the laws of heaven and earth.
But the mitre and the crown upon the sanie head was the perfectio à
cf popular christianity in the seventh ceptury, and at once the tafe-
guard and the example cf religious popularity for ail ceming turne tili
popes and priestu were nuibered with Pharaoh's host, and a return to
the pure oracles swept away the whole refuge and remnant cf deluuion.

Chriatianity, like its author, was botrayed. It feli, tee, into the
hands cf sinners. The pomp, the glitter, the parade that attended,
served but te bide the betrayal froni the common gaze. Every
elevatien cf the doctrine cf the cross by human power was deeper
degradatien. Lt was friendless in splendid palaces, and doubly desti-
tute through the assistance of the noble ana the great cf the present
werld. Alas ! Christ and his inspired servants the apostles were for-
gotten, and the kingly Bishep of Reine and bis cardinal,, and chief
priests reigned and triumphed.

God, however, even in these dark days, left net himself without
witness. Faith was feund upon the earth. Jesus stili had followers.,
0f the popular party they were net, in the world's oye, theugli al-
together pepular and great favourites in heaven. The world loved ita
own, and heaven tee leved its own. They walked by faiitb. They
kept their eye on Jesus. Their mette, was-"l The friendship cf t 'ho
world in enmity with Ged " Popularity th.y left te others, and the
Soja cf God, crucified and glorified, was their ail and aIl. Inte another
world they looked for their applause, and waited in the"I patience cf hope"'
for the Ilroward cf righteousness.1" May w. net add, Iltlîis la the
victory that overcometh the world."

But ,the Roman emporium continued, and pepular christianity.
fieurished. Rites and ceremonies were authorized carrying with theni
the higliest teuch cf fashion aud human spiender. The old pathway,
so narrow and ungeuteel, was abandcned. A new pavement te, heaven
wua made, ana Roe.' chief ecclesiastic, the pope, stood at the lirat.
and priucipal entrance-gate. Hoe pt the keys. The entrance fce. too,


