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vince had enjoyed the advantages of having a sepa-
rate Legislature within its limits*from the'frst .es-
tablishmentofits RepresentativeformofGovernment,
down to the time of' the Union, that after the UÜion
it would be an act of common justice only for'the
Representative of the Sovereign to conveneTParlia-
ment altern:tely at Toronto in Upper Canada, and
at Quebec in Lower Canada; but the Legislature, to
whom the subject was submitted, thought otherwise,
and advised Montreal as the place to be selected,
which advice was received aud -ncted on: That
within a very short pcriod of time, however, this
House has seen the Building in fontreal occupied
by the Legislative Council and Legislative Assem-
bly, rented and fitted up as it was at a great expense
to the country, wilfully burnt before their eyes, and
the Libraries belonging to the respective Houses,
and their records and proceedings, consumed with it:

That such then being the state of the case, and
with the view of removing every obstacle that may
have a tendency to hinder, or in any way interfere
with the well-working of the Union, this House
most respectfully begs leave to recommend to His
Excellency to adopt the suggestion referred te,-
that after the present Session, His Excellency will
be pleased to convene the Parliament alternately at
Toronto and Quebee, during periods not exceeding
four years at each place; the 'first sitting, under
this arrangement, to be held at such of the two places
mentioned as His Excellency, in his discrtion, may
deem most advisable for the general good: That the
plan here submitted is not without precedents in
other countries, and that it can now more easily
than at any antecedent period be carried out, inas-
much as all former records and proceedings in Parlia-
ment have been destroyed:

That each branch cf the Legislature will now
have to commence anewý; and with a view to alternate
sittings as herein recommended, their records and
proccedings ouglht henceforward to be made out in
duplicate, so that one copy may be deposited in the
vaults of the Parliament House at Toronto, and the
other within the walls of the Citadel of Quebec,
where they will be secure from the ravages of fire,
and froin the attacks of external and internal foes:

That the Parliament Buildings at each of the
Cities of Toronto and Quebec, are the property of the
Province; that they are commodious and comfortable,
and can be made ready for the reception of the Le-
gislature at comparatively small expense: That un-
der this arrangement, the Members of the Legisla-
turc will have a better opportunity of ascertaining
and understanding, by personal observation, the con-
dition, the wants, and the wishes of the whole people,
instead of being confined, as they now necessarily are,
in their knowledge of publie affairs, to the narrow
limits of their respective sections of the Province;

Mr. Lyon moved in amendment to the Question,
seconded by Mr. Sherwood, of Brockville, That all
the words after "representing to His Excellency"
be left out, and the words " That the recent destruc-
" tion of the Parliament Buildings in Montreal, on
"the night of the 25th April'last, by a lawless mob,
"and the total lossof the valuable Libraries of both
" Houses of Parliament, and cf the Records of the
"Province therewith,, will impose upon'theiProvin-
"cial Government the necessity cf constructing new
"louses of Parliamenit, and providing new accom-
"modàtion for the Provincial Legislture:'

"That in order to avoid a recurrence of -so great
"a public calamity, and to preserve from destruction,
"by similar outrages, the'Records of publie proceed-
"ings and of thè various interests of the inhabiants
"of this Province; as well as. the 'Public Libraries
"which may Uereafter be provided; iLi s advisable to
"establish the Seat of Governméneat at some p lace
"les liable than Montreal tosudden bursts of, po-

" pular violence; and mor likely to be subject to the
"imfluence'and conxtrol of the civil authôrities :

- That with the experience ofo recentan example
"of disregard for public interests evinced by the po-
"pulace of Méntreal, it would le impolitie to d
"more of themoney of 'the -people cf Caila 'in
e either the'erection or fitting up of Buildin in
: Montreal suitable for the purposes of 'stion
" or of the Goverament:

<'That the Seat cf Government sbould be placed
" at some point removed from the frontier, whereby
" it would be secure froin the casualties consequent
"upon an invasion by a foreign foc, and whereby the
"settlement of large tracts of the valuable waste
" lande of the Crown would be induced, withoutide-
" triment to the interests of the rest of the Province,
" thereby ex ding and strengt.heiing the country:

hat a portion of th'e people of Canada
" deem it unjust to-the western section of the Pro-
"vince that the sSeat of Government should be lo-
"cated so far within Lower Canada as it now is;
" and that the people of Lower Canada would like-
" wise consider it unreasonable to place the Seat of
"'Government at a like distance from them within
"Upper Canada:

" That with aview of removing all such grounds
"of complaint, and of uniting the people of Canada,
" the Capital thercof ought to be located at some
"place more central for both sections of the Pro-
"vince, having due, regard to population and terri-

tory, and situate, if possible, on or near the con-
"fines of both:

"That the situation of the Town of Bytowen pre-
" sents all those advantages already enumerated;
"siîtuate at a reasonable distance froin the frontier,
"fortified by nature as a strong military position,
"and capable of being rcndered impregnable to a
"foreign cnemy, and that it is located so,literally
"upon the Boundary Line of Upper and Lorer Ca-
"nada, as to be the point where the two'Provinces
" are in fact connected by means of a substantial
" Wire Bridge, called the " Union Suspension
"Bridge," and thus -it is evident that there is no
"other point where the jealousies of the two Pro-
"vinces respecting the site of the Seat of Govern-
"ment are so likely to be absorbed:

" That the 'maid Town of Bytown is, moreover,
" accessible from all parts of Canada by means of
" the River Ottawa and the Rideau Canal, the en-
" trance to which it commands; and by a compara-
" tively small outlay, the said River mightibe made
" to communicate with Lake Huron, 'tbrough Lake
" Niissing and the Georgian Bay, thus opening.up
" at once a vast territory of rich and fertile landé
" which at present lie comparatively unknown and
4 altogether unimproved, and tending to develope
"the internal resources of the country, and te open
"new channels of 'commerce ' and industryî in, the
"general benefits of which the wholeMUnîted Pro-
"vince would participate:

" And, that in addition tothoforegoing conside-
"rations, the Provincial .Goveirnmnt as possessed of.
"a lar"e tracet'of lanidiiai'the said Town,ý'on which
"the Public Buildin"s could b erocted; ;tho Town-
" itself ia surrouride ýby scenery: nt' once beautiful
" and grand,' and Jthe atmosphere ia remarkable for
"its purity and'healthy proportieo, ail which iÏdueé
" this House te iecninmend His Excellehey to ostab-
"lish the.i Seat of the]Provincialt Gôvernmenit at
" Bytoton,". added inatead thereof; é: '

And the Question bling put on thiAmeïnment,
the House divided: and the;namesbeing called for,
theywfere take'ndown, as follow-i *''

Messieurs Bell, Burritt,Canron*of K , -
1er, gan, Fllint; Hall,¢LyOn, Mascdoàad cf m<c-
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