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CHAPTER VIIL
Under Cover

I. UNSEEN FORCES
“We come acrost the Channel
For to wallop Germany;
But they 'ave n't got no soldiers—
Not that any one can see.
They plug us with their rifles
An’ they let their shrapnel fly,
But they never takes a pot at us
Exceptin' on the sly.

Chorus
“Fritzie w'en you comin’ out?
This wot you calls a fight?
You won't never get to Calais
Always keepin’ out o' sight.

“We're a goin’ back to Blightey—
“Wot's the use a-witin’ 'ere
Like a lot o’ bloomin’ mud-larks
Above the parapet.
We been in France fer seven months
An’ 'ave n't seen 'im yet!’
So sang Tommy, the ible
parodist, diring the
and nights of 195, v
patiently waiting for hing to
turn up, For ‘hree months 1 more
we were re to face with an enemy
whom we rarely saw. It was a weird
experience. Rifles bullets
zip-zipped along the top of par
apet, great 1s whistled over our
heads or tore immen in the
trenches, trench-mo jectiles
and hand-grenades wer,
and yet there wa g
to be seen across the narrow
No-Man’s-Land, whence all this murd-
erous rair ¢
ing. Daily
tinuous afch, searc
curving line of Germ
the ground behind
periscopes and field-g
ly always with the
sult. We saw only
of smoke rising, m
ing, from trench fire
trees, the forlorn and &l U
long g waving in thé wind.
Although we were often withi
hundred yards of thousands
man soldiers, rarely farther than four
hundred yards away, I did not see pne
of them until we had been in the
trenches for more tl and
then only for the f a second
or two My G s building
up a piece of damaged j
watched the earth being t
the top of the trench, s
a head appeared, only
ately withdrawn.
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One
had evidently been w
rifle cracked and I saw
arise where the bullet
of the parapet. The
his spade defiantly in the
tinued digging; but he
creetly under cover thereafter.

This marked an epoch in my experi-
ence in a yar-of unseen forces I had
actually beheld a German, although
Tommy insisted t it was o
old caretak bloke w
the trenches tidy.” This mythi
sonage, a creature of Tommy's own
fancy, assumed a very real importan
during the summer when the att
tions at the Western Threatre of War
were o mildly interesti “Carl
the caretaker” was supposed to be a
methodical old man whom the Em-
peror had left in charge of his trenches
on the western front during the ab-
sence of the German armies in Russia,
Many were the stories told about him
at different parts of the line. Some-
times he was endowed with a family.
“Missus” and his “three little nip-
pers” were with him, and together
were blocking the way to Berlin of the
entire British Army.
was ‘“Hans the Grenadier,” owing to

ac

and con-
1 dis-

his fondness for nightly bombing par-|

ties, Sometimes he was “Minnie’s
husband,” Minnie being that redoubt-
able lady known in pelite military
circles as a “Minnenwerfer.” As al-
ready explained, she was sausage-
like in shape, and frightfully demon-
strative. When she went visiting at
the behest of her husband, Tommy
usually contrived to be “not at home,”
whereupon Minnie wrecked the house
and disappeared in a cloud of dense
black smoke.

One imagines all sorts of monstrous
things about an unseen enemy. The
strain of constantly watching and see-
ing nothing became almost unbearable
at times. We were often too far
apart to have our early morning inter-

nge of courtesies, and then the
constant phtt-phtt of bullets annoyed
and exasperated us. I for one wel-
comed any evidence that our oppon-
ents were fathers and husbands and
brothers just as we were. 1 remem-

my delight, one fine summer morn-
ing," at seeing three great kites soar-

ing above the German line. There is

ﬂudi to be said for men who enjoy
ying kites. Once they mounted a
dummy figure of a man on their par-
apet. Tommy had great sport shoot-
ing at it, the Germans jiggling its
arms and legs in a most laughable
r whenever a hit was registered.
In their eagerness to “get a good
bead” on the figure, the men threw
' caution to the winds, and stood on the
firing-benches, shooting over the top
the parapet. Fritz and Hans were
2 c;rorumen while the fun was on,
and did not once fire at us. Then the
dummy wag taken down, and we re-
turned to the more serious game of
war with the old deadly earnestness.
4 recall such incidents with joy as I
_ remember certain happy events in
. childhood. We needed these trivial
occurrences to keep us sane and hu-
7 \nln There were not many of them,
L rt such as there were, we talked of
‘ or dn[n and weeks afterward.
K As for the matter of keeping out of
sight, was a good dea] to be said
both sides. Althou 'ommy was
npndmt with his prudent enemy and

songs, twitting him about alwa,
z:;n. under cover, he did not u.u!l.-

Sometimes he !
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ly forget, in the daytime at least, to
make his own observations of the Ger-
man line with caution. Telescopic
sights have made the business of snip-
ing an exact science. They magnify
! the object aimed at many diameters,
and if it remains in view long enough
to permit the pulling of a trigger, the
chances of a hit are almost one hun-
dred per cent.
I

“THE BUTT-NOTCHER”
rs have a roving commission.
y mave from one part of the line
{to another, sometimes firing from
| carefully concealed loop-holes in the
| parapet, sometimes feom snipers’
nests in trees or hedges. Often they
i creep out into the tall grass of No-
n's-Land There, With a plentiful
of and ammunition,
they remain for a day or two at a
time, lyi in wait victims It
was a cold-blooded business, and hate-
ful to some of the men With others,
the passion for it grew. They kept
tally of their victims by cutting
notches on the butts of their rifles.
well remember the pleasant June
v when T first met a “butt-notcher.”
z for water, to an old farm
ut half a mile from our sec-
tor of trench. It was a day of bright
sunshine Poppi and I
id taken root in the banks of earth
1 up on either side of the com-
1 trench. They were nodding
s as gayly in the breeze as
id Wordsworth's daffo in
countryside at Rydal Mount
to them there, re-
at God was still in his
en, wha‘ever might be wrong with
the world. It was a joy to be alive,
a joy which one could share unselfish-
ly with friend and enemy alike. The
le stupidity of war was never
» me than upon that
job, and if I hated
ho had in-
weapon
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deep. Flowe and grass peep
t and white clouds sail
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cans, one of

I up on

on top
them, and
» top of the trench,
the tall grass to

* willows about fifty
) A passed two lonely
graves with their wooden crosses hid-
den in depths of shimmering, waving
green, and found an old rifle, its stock
ather-warped and the barrel eaten
h rust The ground was covered
tin cans; gments of shell-cas-
ubbish of all sorts; but it

de from view. Men had been
waste the earth during the long
and now June was healing the
with flowers and green

wea
wit

laying
winter.
wounds
gra :
I was sorry that I went to the wil-
lows, for it was there that I found
the sniper. He had a wonderfully con-
cealed po , which was made bul-
let-proof steel plates and sand-
bags, all ed so naturally with
gro ¢ grass and willow bushes that
it would have been impossible to de-
tect it at a distance of ten yards. In
fact, I would not have discovered it
had it not been for the loud crack of a
rifle sounding so c¢lose at hand. I
crept on to inyestigate “and found the
sniper looking quite disappointed.
(To be continued.)
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THERE IS A DIFFERENCE—-!
Can afyone who has not n them
imagine what it is like to be a prison-
er in this present war? Someone,
who saw the first French, English,
Russian and Canadian  prisoners
either returned or escaped, writes of
them: “They have an expression of
their own, a concentrated, unuttered
suffering in their eyes, an “unending
,patience in.their voices. There is all
| the difference in the world between
|them and the soldiers returned from
the Front. The latter, even when se-
Iwroly wounded, have a proud, almost
.sali:ﬁml look, as if in making their
i supreme effort, something of the glory
|and exaltation of those fearful mo-
! ments still clung to them. They are
iwarriors hurt in the great game,
;brought gladly and triumphantly
home, where they know well what
| welcome awaits them.
: “How different is the lot of the
allied prisoners? The sight of them,
of any nation, is an unforgettable re-
curring nightmare. A voice, weak,
but insistent, rings in your . ears:
‘Won’t you help us?’ |
“They know what it is to do valiant-
ly, without praise, to suffer silently
without sympathy, to ache with home- '
sickness, surrounded by the enemy.
They are the unseen heroes’ and we
cannot guess'at half their pain.”
There are at present amore than a
million and a half Allied prisoners of
war in German hands. The Prisoners
of War Society, of which Principal

|

is president, is appealing through the
churches of Ontario for money to help |
provide the bare necessaries of life to
| these unfortunate heroes. Con ega- |
tions who have not yet contributed |
may sehd their donations to the treas- |
‘urer of the soclety, Hugh Fletcher,
Esq., 582 Huron St., Toronto.
PSR . I

Rye mush 1is more palatable if
made with half milk instead of all
water,

Hutton of University College, Toronto, ! «

Tnteresting despatches of incidents
in the lives of flying men in-England
are given in letters to friends written
by Acting Flight Commander Graham
Waters Curtis, formerly Industrial
Agent of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way in Montreal, who is now a flying
instructor in England. The s hnol\m
which he teaches is a vast expanse of
country close to a beautiful seaside

fromhdustnal }\gent to Flight Commander

then they are sent to Prance. We do
all kinds of fancy performances—Iloop
the loop, roll, make spinning nose
dives, side slips, and vertical turns.”

He describes how _“little - excite-
ments” happen whefi one aeronaut
gets into the “wash, or slip-stream of
air” made by a preceding navigator.
The letters indicate that Acting Flight
Commander Curtis is a.lucky master

Acting Flight Commander G. W.
“crash” at a train

resort. He writes: “The view from
the air is superb, and we often fly out
and dive down near the

sarships and wave to the sail-

'hen diving we only travel at

e rate of about 175 mi an hour!

I am kept very busy inst and
am turning out a lot of expert pilots.
The school m cannected with is one
in which f finish their course of
training. A lot of chaps from Borden
come final lessons, and

wcting

to us to get

Curtis and his machine just after a
ing camp in England,

tof the high school in which he soars.
He sa “We have g lot of smashes,
but y few considering
|v\u‘_\lhinr. None pupils has
been led yet.”

| Acting Flight Commander
has lately been recommended by
commanding officer for a first
and expects to be sent to
at any time. He joined . the
Royal Flying Corps November
15th, 1916.

deaths,
my

ve

of
Curtis
his
lieu-
tenancy,
France

Comer

WAR AND FOOD SERMGS, “WR¥TCLE No. 9—MAPLE SUG

in Canada’
it does to anything, |
a splendid field
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Allies are calling upon this continent
considerable portion of our
sugar supply. East
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India sugar is practically
able, the Idst crop having been lost
owing to the fact that enormous car
goes were
enemy submarines

The sugar that
is lessening the amount that the little
island can supply to the Allies. There
fore, it behooves us to import as lit
tle and to make
supply of na
tural sugar available. In
England the of sugar per
head of population has been reduced
to 2 pounds*per month In Italy
it only 1 pound per month
Canadians, however, are stiil con
suming between 7 and 8 pounds per
capita each month.
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If the maple sugar resources were

fully organized Eastern Canada alone
could produce enough maple sugar to
supply the total sugar requiremeits
of the Dominion.

This is too mguch
ptage and yet much can be
increase production this spring.
There great numbers trees
available and as the sap runs before
the farmer's busy season commences
he should be able to go in for tapping
on extensive scale. It will be
good business; In the past the
mand has far exceeded the supply
and this year it will be even greater
owing to the scarcity of. beet and
cane sugar. |

Many farmers gone of
maple sugar-making in recemt years
owing to the low scale of prices aris-
ing from the competition of adulter-
ated maple products. The Pure
Maple Sugar law now protects the
manufacturers of the genuine article,
while the scarcity of cane and beet
sugar makes it profitable for
manufacturers to mix cane and beet
sugar with maple extracts.
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With an abundant supply available #

and with a certain demand there is no
reason why men and women, too,
should not go into the bush this
spring and tag the trees for their na-
tural riches. It is a responsibility,
a duty. All available kettles, pans
and buckets should be routed out and
cleaned now. In parts of Ontario
tapping begins early in March so that!
there is no time to be lost. |

Maple sugar and maple syrup will|
yot be universally found in the homes |
of Canada, as the finest of substitutes |
for the sugar to which we are accus-
tomed. Let Europe have the white
sugar while we have our own delicious |
made in Canada” maple sugar.

Dates as a War Food.
One food that we frequently should
give our families *he date, There
are many delightful ways of serving,
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If date hard when purchased,
softened pour-

™ value
18

g One
est
at eleven sixty-
calories
what
I"-\'-I
form

fi to
shows dates

when a few

St

one ano is

sV

a
a

are
' he

and is!

e
ke carefully washed |

ing boiling water over them. They
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Graham Date Gems.—%
brown sugar, % cupful shortening,
eggs, 1 cupful sour milk, 4 teaspoon- |
ful soda, 1% cupfuls graham flour,
1'4 pounds chopped dates, nutmeg ‘o
flavor.

Yiddish Date Pudding.—1 pound
dates, juice of one orange, % pint
cream, 1 cupful boiled rice, 1 tea-
spoonful vanilla, % box gelatine, 2-3
cupful water, 1 cupful sugar. Soften
gelatine in cold water, dissolve over
hot water. Chop dates, cover with
orange juiee. Add sugar, rice, van-
illa. Add dissolved gelatine. Fold
{in whipped am. Pour into cold
wet mold. Set in cold place to harden.

Date Cheese Salad.—6 dates, 3 figs,
% cupful blanched chopped almonds,
1 scant cupful cream cheese, 1 tea-
spoonful lemon juice, pinch salt, Mix
;lhv ingredients to a paste and make
into balls, Serve four to each per-
| son on a nest of lettuce leaves with a
]muyunnu.m- dressing to which an]|
equal quantity of whipped cream has
I been added.
| Date Cookies.—2 cupfuls flour,
| cupfuls oatmeal, 1 cupful brown su-
gar, 1 cupful shortening, % cupful
| milk teaspoonfuls baking powder.
Mix as oatmeal cookies, spread half’
of the sheet with date paste, fold oth-
Tcr half over, press edges together
{and cut into squares or circles. Bake
Iin a quick oven,
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Raw Furs

N. SILVER

220 St. Paul St. W., Montreal,
years of reljuble trading
Reference—Uniow Bk. of Canada

And Ginseng
Wanted
Highest Prices
Pala

P.Q.
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Come to Toronto
TO DO

Your Buying
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In addition to the outing and
change, a shopping trip to Toronto
may save you much money. The
advantages of buymg in a large
metropolitan city are very many.
Wider choice, newer goods, fresher
commodities, special bargains, all
of which mean a saving in money,
in addition to a pleasurable trip.
And all this is doubly enhanced by =
the fact that you can stay at the =
most home-like and comfortable =
hotel in Canada, and at moderate
cost, and have your parcels sent
direct to our check room. There is
no extra charge.

The Walker House

The House of Plenty
TORONTO, ONT.
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Ar_ticles Wa nfea for Gﬁ"s—h

Miniatures:
©Old  China:
Watches!

ANTIQUE GALLERLES
828 and 30 College Sireet, Torcmto, Ont.

Stuffed Dates.—Serve these instead
of candy. Select plump dates. Wash
thoroughly. Open on one side to re-
move pit. Fill cavity with an almond
or walnut meat or chopped nuts and
raisins. Close. Roll in white of egg
and then in crushed nut meats. These
are better . made one day before
they are needed.

—_ &> -— -

A healthy hen will lay from 300 to
500 eggs during lifetime. Her best
laying capacity is during her second
year.
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Razor Co., Limited
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It’s a money-saver—

this book we send you free

It’e no exaggeration to call this book—

“What the Farmer

a money-saver.

It makes money by saving m_oncy—!ur every
" reads it and who acts on the advice and instructions it contains.

can do with Concrete’"—

farmer who
How does it

savemoney ? Simply by telling how to build farrh improvement of Concrete.

The farmer nowadays realizes that he is under a
terrible handicap in his efforts to make money, if he
has to be constantly sinking profits in repairs.
by using Concrete can he have buildings that do not
call for repairs and painting. Only with Concrete
for his building material can he have his farm fire-
proof, waterproof, watertight, repair proof, vermin

By bullding Roads of Concrete we can reduce the
cost of living, and at the came time increase the farmer’s

profits on everything he sells or buys.
The welfare of the farm demands
ways of f‘anirou. 3
jen -truc! ruite
alo:

It provides the onl
‘wear and tear
crete is, in fact, as

ecout‘xmully.
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for themselves in the saving

proof and eanitary,
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Only
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his man.
saving book. Mark
which are of immedial

100-page book, there are directions which
enable the farmer to construct all sorts of improve-
ncrete, in odd times—with the help of
nd for this remarkably useful, money-
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of repairs.

The Canada Cement Company Limited, 303 Herald Bldg., Montreal w

Food Control

The campaign for increasing con-
| sumption of fish in Canada is being
seriously hampered in many places
by the indifference of lack of enter-
prise on the part of dealers. The
Food Controller says that under the
arrangements made by his Office to
agsist in prompt distribution of At-
lantic fish to markets in Eastern and
Central Canada, the public should be
able to secure an ample supply at
reasonable prices, if the retail deal-,
ers were doing their part. . He added
that fish merchants would have no
difficulty in obtaining ferately-
priced Atlantic fish if they Swould take
the trouble to order supplies from
icensed wholesale dealers.

Mr. Thomson advi consumers to
demand from their dealers cod, had-
dock, herring, skate, hake, pollock
and other moderately-priced fish and
to insist upon the merchants order-
ing supplies. With the co-operation
of the public and the trade, he said,
| the per capita consumption of f{ish in
Canada would easily be doubled thus
increasing considerat the supply of
Canad : for shipment
to the
. i

The very gre difficulties
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| Canada puts an additional responsi-
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pork products, the A
000 a month before
n ask for zf‘lernnmn pounds.
{ sharp reduction of among
every one of the All for Great
Jritain has had to cut down her com-
already f nst
the voluntary ration which S
Yapp proposed as late
last—is proof of the need
Thb\ responsibility for s
so that the national tot
shall be less, liés largely with the
hougewife In fact, the immediate
work of helping the Allies by food
service falls to her. T growing
of a larger supply for next
vear adian
man’s rations for it
should not be delayed until Spring.
Sheer hard work in the home, and
then in the field, is the only solution
of the difficulties of those who are
+fighting uncomplainingly for us,
| “Food will win the war,” Mr. Hoover
has said. Whose food shall win—
| German or Canadian?
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“False Prophets” Have Risen

Many
! in the British Isles.

Fortune tellers, crystal gazers,
soothsayers and many others who lay
claim to the power to look into the fu-

| ture are making large sums in Eng-
land despite the vigilance of the police.

! Persons with relatives at the front
are the principal victims. ‘“Prophets”

{have risen all over the British Isles
who foretell everything from the date
of the ending of the war to the small-

| est details of the reconstruction per-
liod, both in Great Britain and ew’ the
Continent. Some dire predictions at-

tracted the attention of the secret
service and it was found that German

! gold had been prompting the sayings.
| Old Moore, who can point to a long
{list of “predictions that came true,”
says in his Almanac of 1918 that the
| peace treaty will be signed in Berlin
this year and adds: “As regards the
{ future of Germany, I anticipate a re-
volution, an entire break up of the
| empire, the end of the Hohenzollern
!dynasty and the ignominious flight of
| the kaiser to find death in obscurity.”

! Never, if you can help it, hang pie-
| tures so that the wires will show, and
| do let the pictures hang against the
! wall ag if they were really and truly
| decoration. a
Date Marmalade.—Remove stones
_from dates, steam over hot water un-
til tender and then press through a
| colander.  This is a good spread on
' bread or makes a delicious filling for
| sandwiches.
Date Salad.—Wash dates thorough-
"ly, then with a sharp knife make an
| incision and remove the stone; put
I'in its place a bit of cream cheese and
| close the opening. Dispose three or
| four dates on lettuca. leaves. Garnish
| with a slice of & ’eer green pepper.
Pass a dish of miayonnaise dressing
with the salad. G
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