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arisen, they have sought earnestly to overcome them
and to obtain divine guidence in their efforts to advance
the spiritual interests of the place.

The church has been served by efficient officers in all
its vari~us depertments Matters of business have been
attended to with wise care, and a gocd degree of liberal-
ity has been shown by the people in sustaining the
finances of the body. What seems to be needed most at
present is an extensive spiritual awakening among all
classes of the commnnity, and a more united and cordial
effort to win the wayward and save the lost.

So far as we have been able to ascertain from the re-
cords the tots] number of persons who have united with
this church since its formation has been 458. Of these
128 have passed away to the home above ; and 151 have
been dismissed to unite with other churches. A few have
been excluded, leaving the present membership 170.

Each passing year will make some chavges in the
church roll. One by one the present members will
sllently foilow those who have passed within the wall.
But who will fill the vacant places? Who will rise up to
carry on the important work our Master has committed
to our care? Let us arise and gird ourselves for the glor-
lous service of onr risen Lord. Soon will he come to re-
ward his servants. May he not find us sleeping.

' Watch tis your Lord’s command,
And while we speak he’s near;
Mark the first signat of bis hand,
And ready all appesr.”
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Building a Christian.

BY REV. THRODORR L. CUVLKER, D. D.
“I mever let fools or hairns see my werk, untl it {s
. done,’”” said a famous Scotch painter ; he knew that no
production of human art could be rightly j~dged until it
wes completed, I remember that when I first saw
Cologne Cathedral nearly fifty years ago, it had astumpy
and nalmpressive appearance, for it was towerless. 1he
next time [ saw the edifice it was disfigured by scaffold-
ing on which workmen were busy. Bot when in the
of 1894, I baheld the leted towers in their
flashing splendor, I felt that it was a mighty and magnifi-
cent poem written in marble,

That {llustrates the way in which the Maseter builds s
true Chelstian, The Bible declares that the_Chr'stian is
“Chiist's workmanship created anew unto good works.’’
Anyome who looked at s company of church members
in » prayer weeting or at & sscramental table might say
that some of them were quite imperfect specimens of
w whmanship, as he could testify from intimate acquaint-
anoe, Very true; but if that same person wished to
purchase & melodenn he would not g» into the manufac-
tory where the different parts were being fashioned ; he
would go luto the salesroom and inspect the completed
{netrument. This world is the great workshop in which
Jesus Chirist by his Spitit construrts Christlan character,

‘Yo are God's bullding,'’ ‘wrote the Apostie Paul to
his brethren at Corluth. O! himself he wrote at another
time, *'Not as though I have already attained, either one
slready perfect.” The scaffoldieg were not yet taken
down, and the work of grace was not yet completed,

It is easy to discover some fliws in even the best men
and women ; but the critic must consider what materials
our Master has to work with in frall and fallen human
nature, 80 often disfigured and defaced by innate de-
pravity. Napoleon used to say thet he had to make his
marsbals out of mud.” Certainly no power less than
that of the Holy Spirit could have constructed such a con-
sclentions and «ffective Christian as John Newton out of
#0 hardened and desperate asiuner A very eloquent and

piritoally-minded mini once said to me, ‘‘before I

was converted I wonder how anyone could live in the
house with me.”” Daring my forty-four years of pastor-
ates, when I received convertsinto the church, I often re-
ccgnized the fact that one candidate for membership had
been reared in a frivolons and worldly family—and
another had a naturally violent temper—and snother was
coustitutionally timid and irresolate—and still another
had to contend with hereditary senualities of tempera-
ment or practice. Some of the overhasty and headlong
had to be held back and aund tested, and some despond-
ing doubtless had to be encouraged, A study of the ex-
perience of our Blessed Lord in building twelve disciples
out of the material that came to his hand is full of
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not be reared in a day—nor isit to begoue simply by
Sabbath services or by sacrements, Some poor pumice-
stoue has to be thrown out, and not a liftle bad timber
rejected in spite of the varnish on it.

The Bible is the only plumb line to build by ; and it

must be used constantly, All the showy ormamentation’

that a man can put on his edifice amounts to nothing, if
his walls are not perpendicular. Sometime we see a
flimsy structure whose bulging walls are shored up by
props and skids to keep them from tumbling into the
street, I am afraid that there are thousands of reputa.
tione in trade, in politics, in social life, and even in
church life that are shored up by various devices. No
Christian can defy God's inexorable law of gravation.
Itis a mere question of time bhow soon every charscter
will “fall in,’’ if it is not based on the rock, and bnilt
according to Jesus Christ's piumb-live. It may go down
in this world ; it is sureto go down in the rext. Let
every one therefore teke heed how she or he buildeth ;
for the last great day will test the work, of what sort it
{a.*

Finally, let us all bear in mind that if we are Christ’s
workmanship, we must let our wise and lovine Master
take his own wey, We must aliow him to use his own
tools. OY, how much cutting and chiseling we often
need | How keen, too, and sharp is the chisel which he
sometimes uses ! The sound of his hammers are con
stantly heard ; and with it are also heard the wondering
cries of some suffsrer who exclaims. * Why are you ap-
plying to me the fils, the saw and the hammers?' Be
still and know that whom he loveth he chasteneth ! If
we are Christ’s building, then let him fashion him ac-
cording to h's divine ideal of beanty, at whatever cost
to our selfishness or pride, or indolence, or vainglory.
Christ working in us, and upon us—and we working
with Christ and for him—that isthe process that pro-
duces such structures as be will present before his
father and the holy angels*

Nothing is tou small—and vothirg is too great, that
involve sa Christian's inflaence before « sharp-eyed world
We are tobe his witnesses ; Jesus Christ builds Christians
to be looked at and to be studied, He resrs ns to he
spiritual lighthouses jn a sin-darkened wor'd. Michael
Angelo gsid that he * carved for eternity.” Inan in-
finitely higher sense is every blood-redeemed Christian
carved and fashioned and upbnuilt to be a habiitativn of
God through his Spirit, to his praise, and to his eve last-
ing glory.—Standard.
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The Minister and His Critics.

The old time minister held a prsition of great it fla-

ence. He was called ‘‘the parson’’ because he was the
person of the community. His word came well nigh
being the absolute law for his fellow citizenn He was
consulted on all occarions aund his alvice had almost the
weight of divine commantment. With chavging times,
thonght and customs, & change has taken place in the
position occupled by the minister iu the public mind.
To-day he is only one man of many men. He has only
such authority as Lis tested wisdom, grod judgment and
sanity may win for him. The popular sssumption prob-
ably is, in the msjority of cases, that the min's'er is less
qualified than the average man to judge wisely on ques-
tions of public interest, especially those lyirg cutside the
domain of religion.

The minlster is the subject of severe ard comstant
criticism, not ouly when we consider the Individual, but
the class as well. Itis to be expected that those who
prev apon the public and seek to maintals themselves
through the degradation and wickedness of their fellow-
men, will nave no good word to spesk concerning that
class of men which is tantly arraved against evil and
evil-doers. Neither is it to be expected that men who
hate religion and sll who strive to promote the religions

life of the ity will d those who devote
their lives to the p ion of the int of the spirit-
ual life. The constant abuse heaped upon the Bible,

Christianity, ministers, snd sll who are engiged in
building up the kingdom of God, by certain anti-religions
organizations, need not canse us any seri hensi
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tions which have to do with the pse:t w_..uie of
humanity. Does he venture to consia the questions of
he day from his pnlpit, heiscalled ¢ to account for
not ‘‘preaching Jesus,'"’ and assnred th he can serve the
public weal and discharge his daty to od and men only
as he corfines himself to topies whic have to do with
spiritnal interests. 1f a minister vwertakes to keep
himeelf abreast with the best thovg of the day and
brings to his people the result of cafnl study, he is
lable to be charged with unsettling e faith of his
hearers. If he ignores current discuon, theological
uprest, changes in religious thought, is sssumed by
not & few that he is gui ty of intellectudishonesty. and
fails to tell his people what he really beves

There can be no gues'ion that much this criticism le
due to hasty and imperfect generaition. If one
minister proves himself to be a mowntehk, it {s assum-
ed by some that all ministers are mouun anks. If one
minister is proved to be gullty of plagism, there are
not wanting those who immedate declare that
plagiarism is the common sin of the inis'erial pro-

fesslon It needs no argnment to sw “the weak-
ness and - irjustice of such an amption, . We
~hold no brief on behslf of the fnistry. Not

all minlsters are great men Now anthen may be
found one lacking in moral qualities or &'nte gennine-
negs. They are human and make mistes; but, as a
whole, they are honest, hard-working, eest and fairly
capable men. The value of the workhich they do
does not lie vpon the surface. The cry fgreat preact -
ers aud great sermons serm’ to ignore : work being
dove by men who sre great ~nly in mogaalities and
inability to serve tte beet interes's of th fellow men.

In the great day when the secrets of siearts are re-
vealed we doubt not that it will be seen tsome ot the
world’'s best work h's been doue by mef whom the
world kaew very little. Out of the obscwlaces of the
earth men will come to receive as high mmendation
from Almighty God as will be piven to te who have
filled the eyes of the world, Serviceis determined
by popularity. A man may gein for himswide reputa-
tion for pulpit attractivenrss and vet contte little to
the bulldiog of human character or the ing of men
towards God. ‘A man may have little pyto attract
and hold great musses of delighted heareyet exert a
wide and potent iz fl ience for good. Whyer else the
minister may be he is to discharg» his fuonasa re-
presentstive of Jesus Christ, It mvst be & of him as
of the good priest in Chavncer's tale :

““Bat Chris.’s lovs, and his aposties lve
He taught, and ferst he folwed it helve **
jtandard,
O

The Sacred Sabbath

BY ] W, CUAPMAN

His'ory proves that it ia ~beolutely essel that one
day in seven should be set apsrt as a day wt. Those
who are accnstomed to the moving of macly and the
running of rallroad trains, all agree that tmachinery
will last longer and the cars will be more ly kept in
repair if they aré given several periods of r

In the wisdom of God one day in seven been get
apart It js well to koow that & less fredt rest day
bas been tried {n the past ; some have madme day in
ten and some one day in twelve, but thensn body
#y'm goes (o pleces nnd the buman mind soeakens, it
Godls order is not followed.

In other words, ic is well for usto fiond's plan
concerning our lives and follow it clis 'y s no more
disastrous for A man's arm to be out of itekst then
for his lHfe to be ¢ ‘ntrary 1o the plan of  and no
more disastrous for a plapet to go swiogiwt of its
orbit then for human society to break nwaym God's
divively ordained plaln for s communlty. one ever
yet has really put God to the test in the m of Sab.
bath observance without being bless=d in t¥,rt,

Inconneciim wi'h my pastorate in Philaia s few
years ago [ came acrose a man who was ke« his store
oven on Sunday, aud when rem nstrated witsaid that
it was the hest day of all the week, and thearyuld not
afford to close. He fl1ally ‘became a Chri and de.
termined that he woutd close the store whr it coet
him. One year afterward I me! him and a him for

or worry our minlsterial friends. The untruthfalness
and malignity of such criticism rob it of all power. But
the minister is also criticised by those who have no an-

agonism to religlon or to the Christian charch. Such

solemn suggestion, and one of those twely bled in-
to ruin utder the very eyes of the Master Builder.
Character building is like cathedral-building—a gradual
process. No Christlan is born full grown, elee there
would be no sense in the divine injunctions to ‘‘grow in
grace' and to *‘press towarde the goal of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus.”' The cornerstone of every
truly regenersted charmcter is the Lord Jesus ; other
foundation can no one build on without rlsking a wreck
in thie world and eternal ruin In the mext world. The
first act of saving faith is the joining of the new convert
to the atoning Saviour. Then upon that solid founda-
tion must be ddded the courage, the meekness, the
the b y, the loving
that make for godliness.
disheartened. Ouks do not

Lat no” yourg beginner

criticism frequently finds its cause in the selfishness of
the human heart, Does the preacher speak npon politi-
cal subjects, the politiclan whose party may be sff :cted
injurionsly comes to the front at once with the assertion
that have no busi in politics. Does the
preacher address himself to the sideration of labor
troubles and venture in any way to criticise lator unions,
the uniun leaders at once arralgn him as the cowardly
mouthpiece of the capitalist. Does the minister criticive
the attitode of capital toward the laboring class. the
capitalists indict him for “‘playing to the graud stand”
and seeking to curry favor with the masses.

Whenever the preacher holds himself to the considers-
tion of high themes bearing upon the spiritual life, especial-
ly it he ch to call attention to the world, he is
charged with being other-wordly, and told that he would

do well to keep hia feet npon the earth and discuse ques-

his ovinion, and he said that though he felt he had
not made s0 much money asin other yeyet that
what be hat made had lasted him longer avs matter
of fact, he had saved more in the year in whis sture
was closed than whean it bad been oven sevys in the
week,

The picture of the man with the withered is not
only &n illustration of Jesus' observance oflaSbath,
‘but aleo an {linstration of what 1t means fon to lay
‘ho d upon eternal life.

Tradition saye the man was a stone-mimA that
hie haud was practically dead ; when Jesna| him t~
stretch it forth, he commsnded him to do mossible
thing.  If the man had reasoned ab it it, ber wonld
have been healed, but when Jesus commanhe man
bad the will to obey, anl Carist put the gh into
his srm and immediately he stretched it} The
secret of joy in Christian lving {s immediatemplicit
obedience. In nothivg is this more true i the
observance of the Si.bbath, when God t*l to get
apart the one day, we must /o it,and since th which
we now observe keepsng in mind of his regtion, it
is of all the week the best,

That indjvidual, that community, that), that

arding God 't laws coucernlag it dey,
will, soouer or later, degenerate and decsyerican
Messsnger.




