
THE POISON TH AT DESTROYS honour is*als° at stake in this
great debate ? For did we not 
smite this people, through their 
women and ehildren, for long 
months after the cannon had 
ceased to thunder, in Order to 
force them into acceptance of 
terms contrary to those we had 
pledged ourselves to impose and 
on the strength of which pledge 
they had delivered themselves 
over unarmed to our justice; in 
order to force them to admit that 
which we and they knew to be

tage over others, and whose de­
velopment, to say nothing of the 
submarine, has destroyed our 
Strategie insularity, our safe- 
guard for a thousand years. Our 
State is less secure from the in­
ternal dangers incidental to an 
irresironsible 
management of its affairs even 
than in the years preceding 1914. 
For long immunity has confirmed 
the oligarchy that ruled us then, 
and rules us now, in the triumph- 
ant insolence with which it in- 
creasingly violates the spirit of 
the Constitution, strengthens its 
dictatorial powers, and invades 
the rights of the people.

(To be coneluded)
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Then does it really matter 
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paid with the national
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This, then, is the material, 
very briefly summarised, which 
establishes that the people of 
this country have been the vic- 
tims of an “immense deception” 
both in regard to the genesis of 
the war and as to the alleged 
motives with which it was en­
tered upon by the Allied Govern­
ments of Imperial Russia, France, 
and Great Britain. Thereupon 
this question arises. Are the 
real inferests of the nation served 
by encouraging it to remain 
ignorantof, or ind ifferent to, this 
deception; or by urging the na­
tion to appreciate more and more 
clearly the truth and what is 
involved in it? There can be no 
doubt as to what the answer to 
that question must be. Indeed, 
the issue is ^rom its very nature, 
and will continue to be, a live 
one whether the nation treats it 
as such or not. But if the nation 
persists in regarding it as a dead 
one, the moral and material con- 
sequences cannot fail to be disas- 
trous.

Let us set out here the chief 
reasons why the nation should 
face the truth and constitute 
itself a grand court of inquiry in 
this matter. There are, in the 
first place, a whole host of rea­
sons which can be classed under 
the heading “self-respect”. We 
will only touch on two. First, 
our duty to the dead.

... Each English wood and hill and lane 

Remembera one
Whose feet will never pass its way again 

Gl ad of the 8Ön.n

Do we fulfil that duty by lay- 
ing wreaths upon a cenotaph or 
by burying the bones of an “un- 
known soldier” in Westminster 
Abbey? What does that cost us!
As they fronted the miseries and 
agonies of those far-flung fields 
of death, so must we front the 
heart - searchings, the moral 
troubles, the intellectual distur- 
bances which an honest grapp- 
ling with facts necessitates.
Their faith in the righteousness 
of the cause for which they died 
is not dimmed by our discovery 
that it was not what it purported 
to be, and what they believed it 
to have been. It is infamous to 
suggest that Investigation into 
the circumstances of their being 
called upon to die, can tarnish 
the memory .of their sacrifice.
On the other hand, we, the par- 
ents, the relatives, the comrades 
of those who feil, are eternally 
dishonoured if, that sacrifice hav- 
ing been demanded and consum- 
mated for purposes other than 
those proclaimed, we are content 
to—leave the matter there. The 
editor of a great newspaper is 
recently reported to have said, 
as an excuse for closing his col- 
umns to such arguments as are 
here advanced, that if the British 
people knew the truth about the 
war there would be a revolution.
The only revolution which would war our 
happen, and it is the most urgent 
of our national needs, is a 
thought-revolution which would 
show us that our supreme duty 
to the dead is to probe to the 
very bottom the tragedy which 
cut them off in the flower of their 
youth. We have laws to protect 
our pockets being filched and our 
houses being broken into by 
scoundrels. If a holocaust of
nearly e million of our young men prove .
men does not suffice to invoke in and as the archives of their pre- Secunty? It is less secure from 
us the determination to secure vious partner — Imperial Russia externa! danger than in 1914. 
constitutional protection for their so prodigiously confirm, ne.ther In 1914 a 60 to 40 supenonty in 
sons from the secret intrigues, plotters nor instigators of the our favour in Capital sh.ps, ad- 
the false Statements, theinterest- war, sharing respons.b.lity for mitted as the basis of its naval 
ed machinations of politicians, it, assuredly, through their late pol.cy by our nearest nval. In 
diplomatists, and joumalists, and rulers, but perhaps to a ess ex- 1922 no supenonty at all: im- 
the human scum for which war tent than the late rulers of, poss.ble for us to aspire beyond 
means riches and what it is cus-i Russia or even those of France a one-Power Standard, 
tomary to term “honours”, then. - [perhaps as Professor Raymond acknowiedged mfenonty in a.r- 
indeed, our monuments to the Beazley writes “rather vjct.ms craft in which we compete, as 
dead are but a sham, our civil1 than conspirators. rather sinned in Chemical research (ch.ef raw 
and religious commemorations an against than sinning”] - then matenal of future wars, har the, 
indecency. ! who will deny that our national human element), with no advan-'
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daily with scorpions, invoking 
that untruth in justification of 
our action ? Can we continue
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foreign policy — the branch of | 
government that matters most, 
since in the ultimate resort it de-1 
termines all the others—as a die-1 
tatorship more absolute than that 
wielded by autocratic monar- 
chies? Does is matter nothing 
to us that the power of com-! 
mitting us to policies breeding
war without our knowledge j From considerations of national 
should be resident in the hands honour, let us pass to considera- 
of individual Ministers of the tions of the national interest. 
Crown? Does the System which CanXe afford, from the utilita- 
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declaration later to the same efTect.
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rian standpoint, to close our 
eyes to an immediately recent 
past when the effects of it are 
ever present and cumulative ? 
We are marching along the 
wrong road. Every advance we 
make upon it increases the diffi- 
culty of retracing our Steps. Yet 
how can we get upon the right 
road, and keep upon it, without 
finding out just how and where 
we took the wrong turning ? For
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Rural Nunicipality of Wolverine No. 340 
Province of Saskatchewan, Canada.
Notice is hereby given that the coun- 

cil ia 
pure 
Cash.
The north half of~S.lv j-27-36-28-w2, 

Humboldt
The N.-W. $-4-34-24-w2, near Plunkett.

The said lands having been’fßrfeited 
under the proviaions of the Saskatche­
wan Arrears of taxes act and. become 
vested in the name of the munieipality, 
a clear title subject to current taxes 
only, will be given the purchaser cover­
ing said lands.

Tenders to reach th<‘ undersigned 
laU-r than June 2nd 1923.

Dated at Burr, Sask.
This 4th day of Mav 1923.

R. II. Cahh 
Secretarv-Treasurer.

sacre on behalf of foreign obliga- 
tions which the nation would 
repudiate if it knew them, raise 
in us no spirit of revolt? Are we 
really to lie down under the In­
sult and wrong done us by false 
Statements made to Parliament 
year after year to the very 
moment when war was Sprung
upon us; passively submit to hav- three and a-half years the inspi- 
ing been victims for eight years ration of our foreign policy has 
of a propapanda of falsehood, been punishment. We have been 
now derisively discussed and re-1 punishing those whom we finally 
pudiated by the very men and
agencies that smothered our in- have been punishing ourselves — 
tellects with it, in order to con- all the time. We are still doing 
ceal these deceits from us? Do so. To what end: for what pur- 
we care so little about our rights pose ? My brother has sinned, 
of citizenship as to remain unaf- and for his good must I chastise 
fected by the terrible utterance him? But if by some inexplicable 
of the leader of the Conservative phenomenon the lash I lay upon 
Party in the House21 that if the his back rebounds and weals my S 
engagements towards France and own ? *fayRe"lf is the way the 
Russia entered into by Ministers gods Jiave of showing me that I, 
without national sanction had ' too, am not without sin; that my 
been known to the nation and ! brother and I sinned in Company.

And that reflection might well be 
the beginning of wisdom. 
“Through terror to triumph.” 
Wherein the “triumph” ? As 
Partners in a gigantic combina- 
tion greatly superior from the 
first in man-power and resources 
we won the war. With such odds 
in our favor material “triumph” 
suggests a certain modesty—in 
retrospect. There might indeed 
have been a real triumph, the
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would not have taken place, a 
view also enunciated by Presi­
dent Wilson?3* Think of all that 
lies behind an utterance such as 
that, from a man in that Position 
and from that man himself, for 
Mr. Chamberlain is one of the 
few men in public life whose 
political honcsty is not contested 
by his opponents, Recall also 
that two members of the 1914 
Cabinet, of whose integrity their I triumph of the ideals which our 
countrymen had been so long j politicians and our pressmen ever 
convinced that they habitually held out to our young men as 
referred to both alike as ' ‘honest i they swung singing to their 
John” — Mr. John Bums and | doom: betraylng them at the end 
Lord Morley — retired rather (for thirty pieces of silver: 
than appear, by remaining in the 
Government, to condone the 
fraud practised upon the nation.
And do we not at lengtsh perceive 
that the outrage of the “Peace” j
is the inevitable sequel of the I ....... . ,
outrage of the fraud? Is all this
to be tolerated, to lead to no ^nfj freedom that we fought for 
investigation, to no inquiry, to ; 
no steps of future safeguards?
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■We fought at Armageddon for the 
brotherhood of Man;

And safe within their fences the 
trickster« plied their trade.

’Twas the old Light we fought; and 
it end« as it began:
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What have our people gained 
the People? Prosperity? Regular 

And after our self-respect, our ‘ employment ? Security of tenure 
honour—if indeed the two can be in agriculture or in industry ? 
separated. If our late enemies, iEducationalimprovement? Better 
towards whom in the course öf j homes 1 Hope ? None of these 

statesmen frequently; things alas! Then is it not for 
declared they wished no perma- them that we plead here when 
nentill, whose possessions they; we say to their leaders; “You 
- 'as the Lord liveth” did not covet are shamed ’an you teach them 
but upon whom they have been, not their great betrayal and con- 
and are, instrumental in inflicting sec rate your lives to so fortifying 
by the peace treaties innumer- them with the knowledge of it 
able ills, and whose possessions, that that knowledge shall be an 
national and personal, they have impregnable bulwark for them 
seized and retain—if these our in the years to come. Without 
late enemies be, as even the pu- knowledge they are helpless 
blic admissions of Allied States- and you know it” And what 

them to have been have been the gains of the State?

National Honour
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