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COVERMENT
DEFEAT

—

Ccardwell Roman Catholics Perceive
the Danger of theé Re-
medial Bill.

witioR
Colonistic Falsification and Misrep-
resentation Brought to
Light.

Stubbs - is "Sound : on Lhe SchoJl
Question and the Trade

Policy.

Mr. Fost‘er's Little Deticit
Grown —-The Cost of‘/p_j_Pl‘-e-
mier's‘«aneral‘.r 3

Has

*® * sy

Ottawd, Dée. 26—"1'11& G’&:zetté. Mont: ¢

real, says, “John F/’Wood, the-new con-
iroller -of customs, -was sworn in as one
of the privy council before His Excel-
jency, the Governor-General, at Rideaun
Hall.” iy

The-resnlt of the Cardwell election has
heen the greatest blow that the govern-
ment has yet sustained. The ministry
have realized that Ontario, at:all events;
will not submit to see Manitoba coerced.
Liberals -took warning from dividing
their forces; as in North Ontario, by
sinking their preference for their candi-
Jate and voting for Stubbs so as ‘to'de-
feat the. coecionists and trade restric-
tionists. Mr. Stubbs is sound on both. -

Boyd, M. F., the government whip in
Manitoba, is here seeing Premier Bow-

ell as to what lines the oppesition to |

the Greenway government will take.

British ‘Columbia ought to
Manitoba, as it may be her turn next.

Public opinion is growing here against
coercion. ~Roman Catholies in Cardwell
voted against'it.

The public :accounts, which were dis-
tributed to-day, show a ‘deficit. for the
vear of a greater sum than was expect-
ed, namely $4,153,875. The public debt
is increased by $6,891,897. Sir John
Thompson’s funeral cost . $23,831."  An
additional amount will be ' asked mext
session for the Alaska boundary. The
cost so far is $44,565. -Additional sums
of $12,857, on account of the paid Royal
commission on the : lignor . traffic - and
$4.500 on the colonial conference.

The country’s finances are in a terrible
shape.

Under the head of ‘‘Season’s Greet-’

ings,’ the Colonist presented its: readers
on Christmas day with a compound of

malevolence, -falsehood: « %hd misrepre-

for the day. ' Here is one apecimén
from the nasty mess. The: Colonist
paraded the following dispatch to the
Montreal Gazette as supporting its own
side of the case, but it deliberately sup-
pressed the portion which appears here
in capital letters:

“Ottawa, - Dec.. 16.—Mr..c . John "F.
Wood,: the controller of inland: revenue,
was honored, this: morning, by Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell with an offer of the office
of controller of customs, to which he
was appointed temporarily on Saturday,
accompanied with appointment to the
Privy Council. THE CONTROLLER
LOYALLY ACQUIESCED  IN

CEPTED THE IMPORTANT POST
ASSIGNED TO  HIM. ACCORDING-
LY IT IS BELIEVED THAT, AT
THE MEETING OF THE CABINET
TO-DAY, AN ORDER IN COUNCIL
WAS PASSED MAKING MR. WOOD
THE 'PARLIAMENTARY HEAD OF
THE CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. IN
DUE TIME HE WILL BE SWORN

IN ASONE-OF HER: MAJESTY'S-

PRIVY. COUNGILLORS. THIS IS
SO)[F%‘,FFING MORE THAN' AN
EMPTY HONOR AND WILL
GREATLY X ~FACPLITATE THE
WORKRK OF THE CUSTOMS DE.
PARTMENT.. IT WILL ENABLE
MR. WOOD. WHEN OCCASION RE-
QUIRES, TO BE PRESENT AT THE
MEETINGS OF . THE CABINET,
AND GIVE HIS COLLEAGUES THE
ADVANTAGE ‘OF THE SPECIAL
KNOWLEDGE HE WILL ACQUIRE
CONCERNING CUSTOMS MA'T-
TERS. The transference of Mr. Wood
to the customs department leaves a va-
cancy in the inland revenue department,
to which it is understood ol. Prior' was
Appointed to-day. » Besides being con-
troller of .inland revenue Col. Prior will
alse be sworn in as a priwy councillor.
Before .eoming to Ottawa to take oath
of ~offteer-hre*will submit” himself to theé
ondorastion of his coastituents. The
bye-election in Victoria will take. place
st the earliest possgible day, so that the
rew controller of inland revenue may be
in his seat in parliament: befdre the ses-
sion is far advanced. Col. Prior’s op-
ponent lost-his deposit, polling only 449
votes. whereas the Colonel polled 1031
1t is altogether likely that there will be
no opposition to his - re-election under
the cirenmstances.” :

The newspaper. that would thus. dekib-
crately garble in the endeavor to make
a point-is not to be trusted in any of
its statements of fact. = That ‘is pre
cisely the view' the eleetors must take
for their own protection in this con-
test; there is no depth of deception,
falsehood or trickery to which, the Col-
onist ‘is not ready to descend in the in:
tereat of -its Ottawa masters. Here is
another instance. Though ~préténding
{0 quote from all the eastern papers oh
the cabinet minister questiof, the (Coi-
onist pointedly ignores the following d’'s-
patch . to . the Conservative Toronto
Waorld: 2 i

“Ottawa, Dee. ¥6.—It is understood
that at to-day’s meeting of the cabinet
Hon. J.' F. Wood was appointed con-
troller of customs and Ceol. Prior, M. P.

stand by

THE'
. WISHES OF HI1S CHIEF,”AND AC-

for Victoria, controller of finland rev-
enue. . Mr. Wood’s transfer leaves the

in the.haunds of an Ontagio, man, apd
he get,xf_égi(gxladdition 10 (:or:} nbly nﬂ@
work, ‘th &fonor of being 1 & a meém-
ber of the Privy Council. THIS, OF
COURSE, DOES NOT MEAN THAT
MR. WOOD ATTAINS FULL CAR
INET RANK, BUT THAT WILL
:COME IN DUE TIME, as John F. has
demonstrated his' capacity as a depart-
mental administrator. Nevertheless, it
is an honor much sought after and wil!
give him the title of honorable for life.

“Col. Prior will also be sworn a mem-
ber of the Privy Council. The Colonel
is .-admittedly an  able man. During
the twenty years that -he'has been:‘in
British Coltmbia, heé has built up & sue-
cessful hardware business, which is the
largest in the province. - Col. Prior has
long been identified with .prominent. en-
4 terprises in; British Columbia. He is a

Yorkshireman by birth. )

¢BY CREATING MR. WOOD._AND
MR. PRIOR MEMBERS OF-THE
PRIVY COUNCII: WHEN MATTERS
AFFECTING THEIR ' DEPART-
MENTS COME UP AT, CABINET
MEETINGSpTHEY MAY BE INVIT:
ED TO A ‘SEATYAT THE COUNCIL
BOARD, BWE: WITHOUT A VOTE.”

Of course this.could not be quoted. by

what the Timed said and makes the

‘diculous,. . The omission;-however; is all
the mere significant “from the” fact that
THE TOROXNPO - WORLDP'S OTTA-
WA CORRESPONDENT IS ALSG
THE COLONIST'S ‘CORRESPOND-
ENT. ;

There are a few more extracts from
the ‘eastern papers which the organ
either ignores or dishonestly endeavors
to twist tc suit its purposes. The fol-
lowing editorial note from the Montreal
Gazette is peculiarly significant:

“Lt .is. announced that Messrs. Wood
and Prior, the new: controllers of cus-
sworn of the Privy Council. It is not
known whether this step is intended to
be preliminary to restoring these" posi-
tions to their old status of cabinei
offices, but it seems to be in that diree-
tion. -The duties of the controllers: gre
quite as important as those which attachk
to sonie other cabinet portfelios, and the
present plan must often result in incon-
venience if not misunderstanding. It is
a, little. anomalous to have in the same
gavernment members: who do mnot hoild
portfolios, and portfolios which do not
have members in the government: coun-
c¢il.  The plan of having half-ministers
was an experiment, which the-public has
not yet developed an affectionr for, and
if it was discarded no one would ob-
ject.”

The editor of the Gazette, like all
other newspaper editors and corre
spondents in the east, failed to see how
a man could be a controller and a cab-
inet minister at one and the same time.
The controllerships are the ‘‘portfolios
which do not have members in the gov-
ernment council.”” Here are 'two ex-
tracts from the Montreal Herald:

“In the studied refusal of the premier
to provide information as to. what post

sumed that the genial colonel from Brit-
ish Columbia .is to take - Mr. Angers’
place in the cabinet. Sir Adolphe Car-
onand Col. Prior are. known‘to be great

sentation ‘which was petulisrly mwrwmmﬂmf

of .such- pleasant companionship. in .the
council chamber will offset. his French-
Canadian fellow countrymen’s chagrin
that they should be deprived of any por-
tion of - that cabinet ' representation
which ' custom has hitherto allowed
them.”

“The Ottawa Citizen is not very en-
thusiastic over Col. Prior’s admission to
the government. It does say, however,
that ‘the Colonel can sing a good song,
and is popular with the ladies; but this
does mnot prevent him from possessing
those solid qualities such as would make
him valuable at the head of a depart-
ment.” - No, it does not prevent him,
but-1he gallant -Colonel’s social graces
are the only qualifications he has exhib-
ite‘d during- several -sessions at the ecapi-
tal,””

The writer of the first paragraph could
not understand a man, being a member
of ;,the cabinet without a”portfolio, and,

to- succeed Mr. Angers as minister of
agrietlture. The Montreal man hit up-
on the idea which Viefarians might have
-supposed would occur to the government.
Why was not Col. Prior made a minis-
ter, when there was a department va-
cant?

Winnipeg, Dee. 28.—The  Manitoba
legislature has bheen dissolved, and an
appea! to the -country will be made on
the school issues. Polling will take plac2
on January 15, and’the new house meets
January 25. -Premier Greenway, in an
address on the ‘issue, says: “I assert
that our people are perfectly, competent
to deal with our own educational con-
cerns, and I resent the imputations tha*
they have treated any portion of ' the
community with injustice or in a spirit
of " intolerance,

tem, without investigation, and in ignor-
ance of the circumstances.”
. Politics were. given @' rest yesterday,
but the interest was increased to-day.
Candidates are being nominated in
,country constituencies and there’ is a
prospect of contests in most of them.
In the city all three divisions will be con-
tested, with the probability of a three-
cornered fight <in North Winnipeg.
Norman H, “Paylor, a popular young
mwan, died yesterday of consumption.

ANOTHER BRIGHT SAMPLE.

Of Some of the “War” Rot—An Aw-
L fully Bad “Mix-Up.”

A dispatch sent out from Montreal to
the American papers contains the fol-
lowing delightfully' mixed knowledge,
" and is a sample of the greater portion of
the war rubbish that is
everywhere:

Montreal, Dec. 23.—Canada is begin-
ning to look a little more seriously than
at first at the war question. The 59th
batialion, coriposed almost entirely 'of
Scotch, with headquarters in the county
of Stermont. and to whom the first de-
fence of the, frontier south of Mount
Royal would fall, cabled to Lord Salis-
bury: . “De not lose any sleep over the
defense on our part of the frontier. We
will triple our number of ‘mén if  war
should be declared.” i g

telegraphed

greatest revenue-producing department-f

the Colonist, since it exactly bears out.

‘Colonist contentions look extremely, ri-.

the’ new comer is to fill, it i8 to be pre- .

Sir. Adolphe’s pleasure in the aequisition .

therefore, assumed that Col. Prior was |

i I protest against th:!
proposed action of the Dominion parfia- |
ment to destroy our national school sys- |

IS OUTGENERALLED.

General Campos, Spain’s Most Able
Officer, Badly Fooled by
the Cubans.

The Insurgents, by a Clever March,
Outflank Him and Get
Inside.

Havana, Dec. 24.—Shortly. after noon
to-day the startling: news was received
from Matanzas that Gen. Gomez, at the
head of the insurgent
number about 12,000 men of. all arms.
fairly well supplied with “artillery, had
by a feint turned the left flank (_)f Capt.
Gen. Martinez Campos, whe, in com-
mand of the Spanish forces at Colon.
had attempted to stop the advance of
the enemy upon Havana, and were all
to the westward of ‘Colon and threaten-
ing Matanzas _to the “southward and
preparing  to .strike directly at Hawvana.
The. receipt of this startling news has
caused = the greatest excitement here,
both in official and unofficial ¢ircles.

Ag previously detailed ‘in these dis-
patéhes, the insurgents, a little over two
weeks ago, entered the province of San
ta Clara from the provinee of Pue.rto
Principe, at Igura, and, there defeating
Col. Seguera and a Spanish column,
they made a wonderful advance through
the province, passing through the flower
of the Spanish army assembled -there,
said to number about 5000 men. After
some sharp skirmishes in which the
Spaniards were worsted. Gen. Campos.
who had made his headquarters at San-
ta Clara, transferred them to Cionfuo—'
¢os, with the announced intention of
personally commanding the troops which
were to check the insurgent advances.
But in spite of the repeated reverses the
insurgents pressed onward. and passing
Placetas, Santa Clara, San Juan de
T.asyeras, Ranchuelo and other towns
pushed on for the frontier of Matanzas.
At one time it'was reported that they
intended to attack  Santa ,Clara, but

big towns and press on sfor Havana.
1t weas only 'a few days ago that the
announcement “was made that the in-
surgents were at Las Lajas and march-
ing onward to Havana. Then came the
news that the. insurgents had entered
the province -of Matanzas at Palma Sa-
la. ‘Before this, however, Gen. Campos
had changed his headquarters to Colon,
and he commenced hurriedly econcentrat-
ing his forces there, intending to compel
Gen. Gomez to fight a pitched battle
before passing that place. A day or
so ago the insurgents caused a flurry in
Colon. Firing was heard at Ajuca,
about fifteen miles from that place, and
reinforcements were sent to the front,
but this turned out to be "little more
than an outpost #ffair, and while the
Spanish troops made for this point, the
main body of the army passed south to
Jolon near the line of railroad
and headed for the frontier pro-
vince  of Havana, turning . the
| lank of the captain general, who, with
I the bulk of the Spanish forees in the isl-

g tha insurgent, columns. . ..-s

The latter are moving more rapidly
than, the Spanish troops, who, utterly
unused to. travelling in thickly wooded
country, without regular roads and with
heavy grasses and low bushwood to in-
terfere with every movement, are not
thought likely to catech up with the
quickly moving Cubans, whose mach-
etes clear a road for their advance, and
who are much more familiar with  the
country and aceusomed to the climate.
and can easily distance the Spanish sol
diers, only recently .brought into the
country.

Gomez. by
countermarch, has turned the flank of
the famous Spanish commander, and to-
day, with his army, made his appear-
ance close to the town of Jovollano, we'l
to the rear of Colon, and commanding
the railroads to Cadenas, Matanzas and
Havana. The movement of the insur
gents was an example of splendid~gen-
eralship, accomplished under the most
rying circumstances. and in the face of
overwhelming numbers of Spanish
troops,commanded by the best officers
of Spain. ~The insurgents burned the
railrogd station of Quintina, east of Jo-
vollano, and destroyed the railroads be-
hind them to prevent the advance of the
Spanish troops upon their redr., The
Jast news received was that they hai
passed Linomara, a small town only a
few ‘miles from Matanzas, and were
pushing for the railroad which conneets
4 Matanzas with Havana.

1t seems there is nothing likely to pre-
vent them from capturing Havana with-
in the next few days, for the Spanish
commanders appear to have entirely lost
their heads, and, unless Campos has ac-
complished a miracle of daring strategy
in allowing Gomez and his friends to
slip by, in order that the Spanish troops
may be hurried after them, and by a
sortie from Havana catch them between
two fires, the insurgents are masters .of
the situation.  The odds against the
Spaniards being able to press on after
the triumphant insurgent army are very
heavy. ‘Not only have the insurgents
destroyed the railroads behind them,
thus burning their ships, as it were, Lut
they have in many other ways done
everything pessible to impede the pro-
gress of the  Spanish army, and the
friends of the insurgents here are con-
fident that the arrival® 6f Gomez before
Havana will shortly be"cmnounced: As
it is, the insurgent cavalry have been
sighted within fifty miles of Havana,
| to the westward of Matanzas, and had
apparently taken possesion of the rail-
roads joining thdt seaport to this city.

Railroad and mail communication be-
tween Jovallanao, Colon and Matanzas
are .interruped and it is believed to be
only a few hours when the telegraphic
communication with Matanzas and the
east will be cut. ‘General Campos has
ordered the Spanish commanders nearest
to the insurgents, Generals Valdez and
Navarro to do everything possible - to
attack the insurgents finder any and all
circumstances, but it is not thought like-
1r that these generals will dare to do
what the captain general had been un-
ihle to do.

A later dispatch says Captain General
Campos has managéd  to get out of

| and of Cuba, is now well. tq the rear of

.at the head of the Spanigh forces at

: ;i;ﬂimonmg,"twenty miles east of Matan-

army, said to

their tactics seemed eo be’ to pass ' all the |

a beautifully executed,

Colon, and that he has placed himself.

ise not to do it.

zas, where he expects to be able to strike
at-the insurgents.

Thousands of people from all parts of
the country around Matanzas are fock-
ing in terror into that city, according to
the official dispatches, but other reports
say that in the main they offer to join
the insurgents, who are being plentifully
supplied with provisions by the inhabi-
tants of all the towns: along the route
they follow. The little town of Jacon,
Santo Domingo, where a detachment of
goldiers under ‘a ‘captain and two lien-
tenants of the Spanish army, were at-
tacked: and for the most part cut to
pieces “by the insurgents, is almost de-
serted.

Christmas- evening' is ushered in with
dométhing like dismay in this city, and
the _apprehension is = hourly ° gaining
ground that Havana will be beseiged by
armed forces before Christmas day is
over,

The insurgents' advance at latest ®8d-
vices seems to -be uninterrupted, thus
contradicting a report sent out during
the afternoon that they had been turn-
ed back in a pitched battle by Campas
himself, and were striving to make their
way back into Santa Clara province.
Tws rumor stated -ingreat detail that
Geéeneral  Campos in person; at the: head

.of "the Spanish forces had. succeeded in

coming face to face with Gomez and
his forces at the plantation of Colieseo,
which: was in flames. The plantation is

sitnated twelve miles from Cardenas and |

twenty-one miles from Matanzas. Tha
insurgents, it was said, were hemmed in
and: wereseompelled’ to fight. Deésperate
engagements were reported, the »c&m-
bhatants being surrounded by the flantes
of the burning plantation. The insur-
gents, it is said, were dispersed, leaving
700 hundred dead and wounded on the
field. 'The troops‘ loss, it was reported,
was- comparatively insignificant, being
only fourteen and Generals Valdez and
Luque had already startéd to Sebanilla
del Imcomodadum, supported by several
other .columns, in pursuit of the flying
insurgents, who are supposed to be mak-
ing their way back to Santa.Clara pro-
vinee at their- best speed.  Fhis' report
had the effect of generally restoring con-
fidence here, .and it was generally beli-
eved for a time,’ as it indicated that
Gomez had given up his campaign for
lack of support in Matanzas.

The details .of this engagement had
hardly become disseminated . through
the city, however, before there came a
further report that the insurgents were
marching toward Guanabana, and that
Captain General Campos had hastened
to that point to oppose the advance, thus
once more moving ~his headquarters
westward and nearer Havana, as he
had to do so often within the last few
days. Guanabana- is only about five
miles out of Matanzas and ten or fif-
teen miles west of Coliseo plantation,
where General Campos was said to have
won his important victory over Gomez
in person.

It became evident that the reports of
General Campos’ sucecessful stand and
rout of the insurgents was either un-
founded, or that the force he had met
with was merely a wing of the insur-
gent army sent out to make a diversion,
while the main column pushed ‘on to
the westward.

All is confusion of mind here, and the
authorities are apparently all at sea as
ta;what will be the next step of the in-
surgents, whether Matanzas will be be-
seized or whether the advance on that

pint is merely a feint to hold the Span-

;ish fotces there while the, jnsurgents . 3 o
.make a' way once more in the west of A *'H¥ {ipiilig after the Strathnevis ettt

Havapa, which is less than ten miles
from Mantanzas.
the insurgents to Mantanzas has, in
fact, had the effect of concentrating all
the available Spanish forces . at  that
town.

RxELIGIOffS RIOT IN BUFFALO.

Feud Between Catholic Factions Cre-
ates Much JIxcitement.

Buffalo. Dee. 2.—A feud which has éx-
idted for songe time between.the congre-
gation of St. Adelbert Polish Roman
(tatholiec church and the dissenters who
formed the church of the Holy Rosary,
broke out to-day in a riot of serious pro-
portions. - The leading cause of the out-
hreak was the action yesterday of Fath-
of Tlaczek, of St. Adelbert’s church, in
sdizing by replevin a banner of the Heoly
Rosary church. A number of the latter
congregation surrounded  the = priest’s
house and stoned.the windows until they
were driven off by the police. ;

To-day: n dinner -was giveii by Father

Wlaezek "to the Polish Roman Catholic, |

priests. of . the city, in- honor.of  Saint
Thomas’ day, and the event was made
the oceasion of a determined attack up-
on the priests by ‘the dissenters.

When Father Flaczek and his guests
sasv-the mob, numbering cne thousand.
they at once barricaded the doors. The
mob -velled and jeered and hurled stones
and other missiles through the windows.
The police appeared on the scene and
dispersed the mob, muking thirteen ar-
rests.

-

THE DEMOCRATIC SUBSTITUTE

Coinage of Silver Seigniorage—Redemp-
tion 'of Greenbacks.

Washington, Dec. 26.—A plan has

Been ‘drafted by ex-Speaker Crisp and.

Mr. Bailey, of Texas, which will be of-
fered as a substitute for the Republican
measures to be presented .on Thursday.

It is based on the old bill for the coin-
age of the silver seigniorage which ‘was

‘passed by the last congress and vetoed

by the president. But to this bill, modi-
fied, will be added w:feature for the re-
demption of greenbaecks. : The principal
change in the seigniorage bill will be the
oinission of that part which
available the seigniorage before it had
been :coined, by the use: of silver eerti-
ficates based upon it.. The framers of
the bill hold that this feature is not ne-

cessary, because there is\no immediate |

deficiency in the treasury. The other
feature of the plan will provide for the
redemptiont of greenbacks in = silver
swwhenever ;he amount of gold in' the
treasury falls below one hundred mil-
lions. This may be  offered as - an
amendment to 'the seigniorage bill, as

more votes can be mustered for .the .
“former than the latter proposition. The '

democrats ‘who favor the plan intend. of
course, merely to place themselves on
record as consistent in their ' ‘financial
poliey.

Mr.; Hayseed (in city hotel)-~Wall, I guess

Mrs. Hayseed—Why, Josiah?

Mr. Hayséed—The porter made me lﬁrom-

.ycu’ll have to blow out the ias, Mandy.

The near approach of’

rendered °

~INTO PORT

The Strathnevis Towed Into Port
Townsend Yesterday by
the Mineola.

| Miowera Had the Disabled Steam-

er in Tow, but' Lost Her
in a Storm.

Fears for the Australian
Liner, Which Suddenly
Disappeared.

Grave

—

Barly yesterday afternoon two big
steamers were seen to pass Race Rocks,
and hugging the American shore malfc
for the Sound. Immediately the news
spread that the Strathnevis was sa.re,x
for it was easy mvi’de‘_ntify her, but not |
so easy to identfy the steamer thap‘h-afll‘:,
her in tow. Shertly afterwards the City
of Kingston arrived from tl}e Sound and
confirmed the good news. She had pass- -
ed the Strathnevis in the straits in tow:
of the collier Mineola. »

The steamer Miowera, of the €Can- !
adian-Australian line, had the Strath
pevis in tow for five days, but lost her |
in a torriblé storm ien miles off Cape
Flattery. last. Sunday aftcrnoop;.;f_é“(wq

T'steel hatwsers broke, and the - MioWers

Grave fears |

disappeared in the storm. o
are entex'talhcd for the Mjowera; g§Tt
seems unlikely ~tbat she would leave |
such a rich prize after having towed her
so far and reached so near port.

Here is the story of the Strathnevis™
experience as told by Capt. Pattie to
the Times correspondent at Port Towns-

end:

Port Townsend, Wash., Dec. 26. The ;
Northern Pacific steamship Strathnevis, |
which saited past this port seventy-four
Gays_aze, bound from Tacoma from |
Hongkong, was . towed into this peort
Jast night.in a disabled condition by the
collier Minvola. The safe return 31_11:5 i
vessel ‘was the occasion for great jolliti-
cation in ‘the bay  ‘last night At ten
o’clock. Just as soon as ®he anchor of §
the Strathnevis was dropped and all felt |
secure after the: terrible experience, the
erew  of the ~-disabled mavine monster
few ferward and gave three cheers for !
the officers “and crew of dhe Mineola. !
The’ clicer ‘was ‘returned: from the latte:
and the Strathnevis’s siren ‘whistle blew. |
out three cheerful blasts, This was re- "’
plied to a moment later by the Mineola's
air splitter. '‘The Strathnevis then t:n-ed
fire . rockets, and for an hour expressions

Victoria her propeller shaft, that neces-
sary adjunct for making headway, broke °
off near the provneller, which went to the
bettom. . Theére was no help for the
accident, and all that could be done was
to make sail. This was a tiresome task.
Days went by and not a sail was seen. '
Finally one day the bark John Gambles

came alongside.
accident was made to her, and having
no means at hand to assist, the sailing
Victoria. Here
Strathnevis was 1700 miles off the coast '
Between the time she broke down and

when the mail steamer Miowera picked

her up she had drifted into within 700

miles of the coast. The Miowera gave

her up: she had drifted in to within 704

miles of Destruction Island, which point ;
was reached Sunday last. ;That evening
the hawsers parted. It was bad weather,
and despite the fact that every effort
was made it was impossible to pick the..
Strathnevis wup again. The Miowera

stod by all night but the next morning

disappearéed. . The sudden disappearance

of the Miewera, in view of the danger-

ous proximity of the shore to the dis-

abled vessel, leaves no conclusion but |
that she herself met with an aeccident. !
It is not thought that she would desert

her prize after the long tow successfully

made Swith Jher. At Destruetion island |
i the second mate and three men - were |
sent -ashore in 1 boat, just before the !
Mineole hove in sight. 'They were to !
telegraph for help, and they are still at |
the light hoase. . The Mineola beat the |
Costa Rica: in the race for the prize bv !
five minutes. While nothing has yet
beén done, it is expocted that at least.
$50,000 will be the salvage received by
the Mineola and her owners.

It is a conspicuous’ fact, proving the
seaworthiness af the Strathnewis, that
despite her . disabled = condition in the
westerly and sonthwesterly gales which |
prevailad oll the time 'she was out, she
shipped but one sea. - Only one fatality |
occurred ‘luring the entire term of the
! terrible voyabe. That .was the death of
a Japanese formerly in the. restanrant |
)msinegs in ‘Tazoma. He waas going home i

buried -at sea. ;

+ The stories abeut a scarcity of bread
and rice” and . riots among the Japanese
and. Chinese passengers are untrue, As
soon as the larder was emptied the
steward drew on the cargo, and had the~
vessel been out a year no ouve need have
gone hungry. There were two hundrod
! souls at the merey of the clements for
i seventy-four days on the Strathnevis.
i Of these 134 were Chinese, 34 Japanese
| and the remainder, 39, were white men,
| eomprising ‘the ceew. Ske was cow-
i manded by Capt. Pattic. :
On Monday last all hope of saving the
! vessel was abandoned. The boats’ were
. manned prepardtory. to leaving the ves-
sel as she was (v - imminent danger of
drifting ashore on- Destruction Island.
" Finally she reached safe anchorage. and
I had her anchors down: when picked up.
One of the most interesting features
in conngetion with the return of the ship
ig's the' vast amount of money ‘to ‘be
made, by the inggrance men who had the
} °°‘§{;'i§f’ tp tak_e‘fyisks on her.

BROUGHT -

i the deputy adjutiint-general.
1y

ot gocdfellowship wére exchanged. !

hove in sight, and in reply to signale.?
A - statement of  the |

A . sure -in less than six heurs.
vessel crowded on all sail and made for

the accident was Te- |
ported. At the time of the accident the |
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LOOKS LIKE WAR DOESNT IT?

The Ottawa Government, in afl the Em-
pty War Wind, Disbx_md‘s_TrQOps.v

Rat Portage, Dec.’ 26.—The war scare:
cannot- be: troubling the powers that be
at Ottawa to any great extent.. They
have- decided to disband the 96th bat-
talion. Some time ago they decided to

| disband three companies, but o/ keep up

one at the Sault; one at Port Arthur and

i one here, but the order 'now’ comes for

the remaining.companies to tuxn.in. their
cutfits, and, the officers are now getting
the equipment in Shape to hand over to

<

THE: DISPATCHES:-DOUBTED.

| Even Cubans .Searcely Believe  Gomez

Has Been So Bold.

Washington City, Dec. 26.—-The offici-
als of the Spanish legation appear net

i to be disturbed by "the news coming
! from Havana. )
| of the insurgents taking 4 ¢ity like Ha-
| vana, with its population: of 300,000*peo-
i ple. Minister ¢
| severdl dispatches from Havang, show:
"ing in part the condition of affairs,

They ridicule the idea

de Lome - has: received

A dispatch from Gen. Anderius,” who
is second in command, reports that at
1 o’¢lock to-day: he had just had 'a ‘eon-
ference with: Gen, -Campos; then at Lim-
anara. .. Gen, Campos intended to start
for Guanabana, where he expected to
pass_the night. = The latter js a regular
peint of railroad commiunication, and 18
to ‘the west of Liimonara. Yestérday, the
minister is .advised, = Campos met the
band of Maximo Gomez, the engagement
taking place on a plantation where fires
had 'been started by the insurgents. The
Spanish loss' was twelve wounded, who
were taken to the hospital at Matgheas.
The insurgents fell back and divided in-
to groups. Gens. Valdez and ﬁﬁqne are
in the vanguard of the army, in full
communication” with the commander-in-
chief. - ; p s

A dispatch received by the ‘miinister to-
day reported . that the bands of Maceo
and Gomez are avoiding fighting, and .
burning the canefields. All the engage-
ments, the dispatch says, have been sat
isfactory ‘to’ the government. = *

New York, Dec. 24.—Members of the
Cuban .revolutionary party résiding in
this city express a doubt: concerning the

| authenticity of the reports frem Cuba

to the effect that the dnsurgents are

t rapidly advancing upon Havana. Bmilo

A.. Gramonte," prominently identified
with the local Cuban societies, said to-

i nigt that he had received no offieial con-*
! firmation of any of the press dispatches

received from Cuba. He did. net believe

; there was any possibility of any attempt

on the part of the insurgents %o .capture
Havana at the present time. 'The pelicy

. of the Cuban generals was to’ fight in
{ the open fields, not caring to'‘be sur-:
. rounded by the Spanish froops in the

vicinity of a large city like Havana,
where at least 30,000 citizens would be

proach

- impressed into the Spanish army by the
. authorities in case of the near {p
i of the rebels.; . ° {3

CONTINUOUS SUFFERING UNNE-
CESSARY. o

One -.or Two Doses of South Armerican

Kidney Cure Will Give Relief in the

Most . Distressing Cases of Kidney

Trouble. . .

| oTets o tafiley 0 areus Grie's salf fno
the belief that suffering Wwaen it comes

upon:us must be patiently enduved. Us-
ually suffering can be removed, if one
knows of the means and.way. - Much
suffering is ‘borne by those . whe! are
troubled with Kidney disease. The. dis-
tress at times is keen. 'Bnt,iiu sqlltn
American Kidney Cure, medicine that is
a . kidney specific and nothing more
though neothing less,-a sure; safe, and
speedy remedy is to be found. Relief is
Sold by
Dean & Hiscocks and Hall & Co.

The campaign in Chitral showed England
that, in spite of its carrying ‘pdwer, the
new Lee-Metford magazine rifle wWas not
effective . in checking the onset ‘of'an at-
taking force, as the wounds inflicted by the
projeectiles in many ecases  did n'ot"dl%abl,e\

.the men even temporarily. = The battalion -

sent to Ashantee, though trained to use the
Lee-Metford gun, has gbeexi ‘equlpm: ;
the Martini-Henri. rifle, which:is :new be-
lieved to: be ‘the better at short range, and
will have to learn how to use it as though

it were a new weapon. Another innovation

is Jearned from the French-Madagascar ex-
pedition. = Instead of -send!ng-"ou%a%h‘e of
the tegular battalions of the army, . com-
posite battalion has been formed, made up

of small detachments of yolunteers or of =

drafted men from several regiments. An-
other lesson has been learned form Mada-
gascar, a8 no fewer than twenty-two doc-
tors accompanied the small force. .

ROYAL Baking Powder
has béen awarded highest

honors at every world’s, fair -
where exhibited, - =

.
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to die, but expired en route, and was | PN
A

The Cnly First-Class
Merchant Tailoring
Establishment

In Victoria — .

v i

We carrv nothing but Tiported

Goods and keep the Largest and

Be<t Stock in Rritish Columbia.
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