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‘THE, ARNCLIFFE PUZZLE, ‘=

Author of “A MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE.”

£

> (Continued.)
" Lester peomptly ‘tucked that,nervous
hand tightly under ikis amm.

mothing of familiarity, or presumption in
this action. It was, in iw tion, the
mere protective dnstinet of the ng man,
'ag free from eny thought save friendship
. as [Edith’s own involuntary movlement.

[Presently, indeed, he began to feel a

| magnetic glow from the hand. He wag
j filled with a vague desire to alaj unoffend-
l(ingd:'.'aa:nm. So that his-arm 4

s eide somewhat — since

| harbor such strenuous  thoug?

| would have elipped her hand away, only
that her action would bave sdemed like a

“I am very stupid to givepway in this
fashion,” she.falbered atdast, “But it has
been euch u trying day. ypeople  ap-
pear to think such.dremdful £hings of me

dear (Miss: Holt?”’ “protested*iliester,
/%you must not notice: a;tﬂ vulgarities of
ig coroner’'s inquest. ‘Tt is ‘not. co
according to ordinary Tegal irules, and any
idiot can make himself as<offensive as he
pleases. I wouldn’t gitesanother.thought
to the matter.”

“There is one thing I /must think of.\Of
course, Dr. Lester — ‘[dith.suddenly re:
gained possession of her hand — 1
ipearance of Lord Arncliffe’s nephew ywill]

lmake a gxea‘;t"diﬁmme goeme.” T

“But w: :
“Can’t you see? she chied, almosthpetn-
atly, “I dare not ik all thés ymoney |
when i Arncliffe woulg:
have given it to his mephew if he had Jiv<
long enough to meet him.”

mebting might have

“I shall hand: over ,(the estateito Mr.

tion. “I want you :towbelieve this, be
cauwe I would not hawe.you think. me ca-
pahle of -acting g ;
“You may: count on my implicit ‘belief,”
he exclaimell so earnestly that the girl's
eyes fell in.confusion. “Of couree,” " he
added burriedly, “you aere night, in a|
way, but, from the little I have seen; of

::3 to take anything he is mot legally
llentitled wo. In any case, it is: quitesevid-
ent that:Lond Arncliffe wouldjhave(made.
bandsome provision for yow.” @
“That is - enother ' matter,” ¥ rejoined,
Hdith. “But the real fortune must go to
v, Bradshasa I shall mever accept it. I
am coming to'vthink really, I shalll behap-
pier. without sach a .great respazmhht{’:
to feal @mo:: M:-l:xw of uasiely
to a anxiety.
g: ‘had regarded Edith’s wealth as offer-
ing en insurmotmtable barrier toshis suit.

dowerless mmid'to one who brought an
income wiich ehould her from

.| flocd-tide

brbught
change in the bequests;sbut, underythescir-| quench
comstances —’

MBradehew,” said Edith:, with determina-{vomment. She elipped’bher armk within

im. Bradshaw does not impress me/es a |

date in the calendar of life Joomed danger-
ously mear, he was nerving himself to
meet it, not with caim front and -cool
judgment, but with the fortitude of the
brandy bottle. He walked on, slashing at
leaves and twigs with his bunting-crop,
and muttering inanticulate threats ageinst
eveny one in general, and Bdith Holt and
Lester in particular.

8o oblivious to his surroundings was he
that he almost man inbo his mother, who
was malking her way in the direction of
the village. If Harmry Warren's vices far
outweighed his virtues, let it be placed
to his credit, nevertheless, that there was
no alloy in the gold of his affection for
his  mother. Her austerity awed him a

‘| little, though to him she {sometimes un-

bent sufficiently. o ehow the woman’s
heatt hidden beneath the -exterior of
marble placidity. And; if Wamren loved
his mother, shedevoted herself to him
with the intensity of which perhaps, only
lthe self-contained are capable. She was
under no illusions as to his intellectual
capacity, nor wes she blind to feults be
yond glossing over 4s Y i
But, to her, he was still only & wayward
child, and his very woguery seemed only

woguithness. She now realized ‘that wwith-

out. the assistance of a firm, unfaltering
hand, he would be submerged by the
of misfortune ' ereéping! in on
him. The pitifully weallink in the chain
of her «caloulations 'wes that ehe had

| never considered the possibility -of Edith

Hollt, whether rich oripoor, in- gladness or
in sorvow, |hesitating to embrace eager-
ly the prospect of sllimitable bliss i opened
up by marriage with this paragon.
‘Watren’s greeting to his mother: was
twifle constrained. He wasiwondering how
far, he bore the evidence.of his efforts to
the fire?in his breast by, -pouring
epirits “dnto it. i
But if Mrs. Waeren: saw :she:did not

that of her stalwart son with a gesture,
balf of mothenly, i and half of
womanly appeal. ‘‘Now, my boy,”. she
said quietly, “tellime.all about it.”
“There is nothirig to pell you,” was:the
sullen reply, “‘excopting 'that 1 have been
beaten at'every:turn byzithatycursedjmed-
dler, Lester.”
“Qth, ‘I have mo patienceswith; you!”- ex-
claimed Mrs, Warren, her words and ac-
tions nevertheless betraying an infinity
of patience. “Haven’t you the :soul of &

inem in that .great body of youms? Why

¢hould you fear Dr. ?  You are

younger, betterdooking, amd youw might
have secured Edith’s affections a :dozen
times over before this inpenloper came
from his Aftican ewamps. But of course
mo ginl of spirit: would endure .your con-
duct—your _pihi i

Alitongh not so foolish as’to prefer sty oo

report that:che is engaged to yoli.”
“She may\be,” growled Haury, “but I’'m

follies. ly

event of ‘his death, heymever

hanged if I em- engaged to her. Yet I

come might,”

“] hoped so too,” rejoined his mother,
bitterly; “but I fancy that few girls would
be dikely to accept a proposal that veeked
of brandy. Still, we must leave tihat mat-
ter for the present. The main thing is to
secure those books at any hazard. Mr.
Aingier ondered a fire to be lighted in
the librany before I came out, and, for all
we know, he may be examining those

accounts at this moment.”

“But what am I to do?” ‘demanded
Warren looking eround as though he ex-
pected instant amrest.

“Do anything,” returned Mrs. Warren,
stamping her foot with impatience, “so
long as you do not absolutely commit
yourself. Until those books are destroy-

ed you mun a risk, mot only of prosecu-|.
embezzlement,

tion for forgery and , but
something far more serious. You must mot
forget that Lord Arncliffe was mundered.”

Warren’s . face paled. grayly, apd his
hand went up to his throat. Brandy helps
a man to feel certain emotions too keeil

“Thet is all a beastly plot. I don’t be-
lieve & word of it,” he murmured.

“Yet it may be true.. And people are
secking for some one who might have a
motive dn taking the old man’s life,” went
on his mother, relentlesdly, “Hobson, the
detective, seems to suspect Hdith Holt
at present. But he is a dangerously shrewd
man, may look in another direction
at any moment.”

Warren turned haggard eyes on his
mother. He was almost sober agaim. “I
must, go and get the books now,” he said,

ds if repeating & lesson. “I must go and

get them now.”

“You must go now,” repeated Mrs. War | ;

ren, firmly. ‘“Hobson is the person most
to be feared, and he has just driven to
the village. If I meet him on my way I

will detain him as long as possible. Be
" carefiul; but; for my sake as well as your

own, make e bold effort. You may never
have another chance.”
She kissed him tenderly, and then, as

if ashamed of her emotion, walked away, | e

her gray head erect, her step unfaltering.
Warren ilooked after her

He glamced mervously at the wan shad-

ows of the fading day, and turned back |

mechanically toward the Hall.

“I must get them mow,” he muttered,

half nmeomprehending. '
The difficulty of the task before him

was greater than he realized in his agita- | -
ed, drink-dazed condition. Hitherto, ‘Ain-
gierhndbeenbusﬂryengagedimprepammg‘: :

through | 11.00:p.

for the inquest and in going

Lord Arncliffe’s various fpapers, but, as ]
- | Mrs. Warren said, he might turn his at-|

tention to the estate books at any mo-

ment, Worst of all, there was the danger |,
{that he might wend the forged passbook|.n
to the bankers at Alowick, and that, of |

| | diesire to etream cat — to do anything |.
| that might end it all, and relieve the eus- |
| pense that was making an Inferno ol his !

irresolutely. |
Then he expenienced an overwhelming im- |12
pulse to act. Something must be done. |

boolk. ;, This, however, Warren ncted with [
the ‘qu-ick appreciation of nerves at full
tension, was es yet unopened. How long
would it rémain unopened? |
And then there came bo him an inmane |

i#fe—but he quieted the mocking fend of |
conscience and stepped lightly up t» the!
French windows whish gave access to the |
library frcim the garden.

He turned the latch eoitly. Even now
he had nct decided on eny ccurse of ac-|
tion, though ke had some vagus hope of
engaging the Jlawy:r’s attenticn, perhans
till dinner time, then the book mught be
left unguarded. €5 the advancad acrom
the soft carpet, teying to frame a greeting
with his dry Lips.

The cld man’s back was toward him.
Abscrbed dn fhis work, Aingier did ot look
up, bteraure, es 4° chanced, he thovght
the newcomeér was a servant. L

' (To be continued.)
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. 'SEND°FOR CATALOGUE.

want in the ; % .
- marrying an heiress, a. wo- course, would mean irretrievable calamity. |,
Since Inspector Hobson had taken up his|’

conbemplabed might .worse. Whatever happened, I
man who would rankuwwithythe fewsreally E - *

believe she would stick .tosme through

- {@ hint of

JMhis troubles sike a child;, blaming himself

weallthy people in the land. Now,
Bdith’s determinationgto weli , Lord
Amndiiffe's millions {opened  up, “infinite

vistas.

“Perhaps you aredmight)’’ e saidd quiet-
iy, though this heart! went: pit-apatsin the
most unprofessional tway, “After all, a lot
of money must bel, & lnui .« ‘Now,
ebout fifteen bmndmapn.\,ypmr—-"gy' i

“Yea?’ * ; phi

“1 made fifteen humdied lest: 'yw','»but

He had mmnaged to, take
egain, and with it
troubles which harassed
was big and strong end trustwvonthy—
h. “Yes,” ehe«whispered woftly.
t But Bdith'e rypwas. nobedestined
to end that, night on jthe terrece. A
doom ed. y Theygheard' Mr. , Aingier’s
“Ah! there yousare¥Miss®Edith!, Come
here and convent our American . cousin.
Heuyndﬂntmosﬂu“ﬂﬂs-mnrm@ht to
be put on the;sora .?Rea.'l'ly, e -is;
: el e O _{,__“

§(.1
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4 . FRESH SENSATION. i
s A Nif

 Thedshadows -wereblengthening,’ andf the
first suggestions of  evening’s hash were
softening the vivid' hwes of the summer
flandecape, s Harry Warren strode
through thet Arncliffe grounds on the day
following w’s arrival. There  was
unsteadiness. in his gait. His
face was.deeply flushed. The' haggard
misery i his eye wa of withat - enduring
type wihichiymay 'be -dulled, /but camnot be
drowned, potations. He was taking

L e

savage is .childishi an overgrown
abeolutely dpﬁdianﬁqimsq]fccntw},
j ready to gratify amy, .passing fancy |
MM avthought foratheqday of reckon-,
“ .‘: now, »’wben—thathmt' " unpleasant
T

’

&

1peo
amxﬂamtm at_ipresent is ‘your financial

I dhall do better next. Ands-and :

-self-pity.
tested.

means utter ruin i you.”}
“So would your dog,” retorted, Mrs.
‘Warren, coldly. “I prefer! not to disouss
of that class. The most  import-

position. You,must becaware that every

moment threatens youywith runspeakeble’
da;

990"

TGers : } :
. “Wihat dotyou'mean?’ exclaimed ‘Harry,

with & gasp of very real enxiety.

“Oh, ,my som, do not tny to deceive me!
I may mot know alll, but I know: enough
to realize that wihen Mr. Aingier-examines
certain of Lord Arndlifie’s books, it
means muin to youw.”
‘Wanren looked at fhis another - aghast.
Then heybegan to whimper, with# maudlin
“It was mot my fault,” he pro-
<
the
all back. And if the Grand National fav-
onite had: not gone lame!—Besides, what
did a fewshundreds.matter to old
diffe?”’ -, . sy
“A  few * hundreds!” Qmurmumd. his

{ mother, reproachiull

Iy, pi™ i
“Weil, tiien,” he growledqsullenly, “a
few thousands.” ! :
“And 0,” ‘continued Mrs. Warren,
“you openedfa private account with Lord
Arncliffe’s bankers to.enable you to sup-
ply him with a forged pass-book.”
“Yes,”* admitted Harry, hopelessly. | He
did not attempt to
mother fmd obteined her information.
“Welll, now, do you not see that your
only safety lies in-destvoying that forged
passbook, and the book which Lord Arn-
cliffe kept to check his bank account?
If that is domeé, people may, indesd, know
that something is wrong,. but they are mot

likely to suspect you, and it will be im-,

possible to prove anything.”

“I tnied to secure the books’the might
'Aingier amrived,” said @arry, ‘“but I
theard somebody moving, and I did not
dare to remain in the library. As it was,
rAingier caught me on the stairs, and
iseemed very suspicious. I have mot had
@ chance agaim, but I was hoping that
‘Edith would aoccept my proposal, and
ithen, of course, things would have easily

it| heavy dtem

Aga-,

inquire how his

abode at, :
the air a relentless vigilance that firppn.rent-
ly objectless, was yet all-emibracing. Wgr
ren bitterly regretted the timidity which
sent<him mushing em‘pl:y-(hm@ed fmm ﬂ}ge
btudy &t the. sound wof ‘the ereaking stair
thet night of Lord-Arndiiffe’s death, The

inceriminating “boolks could then have beén "'“

had for the taking; now it_uwodda be a
miradle if he i his purpose.
Oddly this bull-headed young man

o uhc"igxﬁlegmmmmw
bookkeeping abilities leg

nels he would have been a model account-
ant. The business between Lond Arn-
cliffe and his ondinary bankers thad almost
invamiably been conducted by the agent.
Lond Amndlifie’s account was eo large that
there was little danger af. an mumm@y

Moreover, Warren had made
a point of always fetching and dghvmng
the pass-book . mam when it
was ot the bank, the genuine pass-book
never left 'his possession for a moment,
while the forged one had always been fiﬂL
ed im with the utmost care and “attention
to detadl. )

Now, -as he neared the ®Hall, his dazed
mind {ried to formulate wome definite plan
of campaign. His only hope, apparently,
was to inveigle the solicitor ot
room if only .f;ma gingle moment, Yet
to accomplish this withoit ;
open to wuspicion appeared to be impos-
sible. But he must get the books now!
Tomonrow might be too late. L

regularities.

The library was on the ground floor, and |1

Warren saw, with @ chill of apprehension,
that theme wad a dim light within the

room. He kmew the light welil It came| ..
from a ehaded desk-lamp. He pictured the |-cepted)

old eolicitor poring over the fatal books.
At the thought the fumes of alcohol rose
again to his brain, He became almost
frantic with fear,

He crept softly close to the window, and
friom the shade of a clump of bushes peer-
ed in, though his eyes were blurred and
this forehead clammy. Mr. Aingier, with
apectacles on his nose, was.actually study-
ing the ]edger.w;At this elbow lay the pass-
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the Hall, there seemed to be in |-

he directed his

of the ,“.‘: p
: ; P
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