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the counell, each judge, and each commis-
so&ned officer of the North-west Mounted
Police, shall, ex-officlo, possess the powers
of one or two justices of the peace. Sec-
tion 17 provides that no person shall be
summoned or sworn as a juryman on any
trial l 'the territorial court unless he is a
British subject. Section 18 provides that,
every lock-up, guard-room, guard-bouse or
place of confinement provided by or under
the direction of the North-west Mounted
Police force, or the regular military force,
or munieipal body, or by the commissioner
or coimissioner lin council, shall be a peni-
tentiary, jail, or place of confnement. Sec-
tion 19 provides that alL persons possessing
the powers of two justices of the peace shal
also possess the powers of coroners. Sec-
tion 29 Is an administrative provision, pro-,
viding for the power of appointing officers'
for the administration of justice, and pro-
viding how ithey shall be paid. Section 21
provides tiat ln case of the death of thel
comnissioner the senior member of the
council shall act as commissioner until his
suiccessor is appointëd. The general sciheme
of the Bill Is to adopt as far as possible;
the principles of the old North-west Terri-
to.riles Act. The only radical departure f om
that 1s, I think, that we have not providedi
for any elective riembers of the counell.f
I think the House will agree with me thatJ
In brlnging ln a tentative measure for the
Government of the district, until matters
becorne more settled. and we know more i
about what kind of a community we shall'
have to govern, it ,would be extremely fool-
ish to undertake to provide for a system
of popular representation, especlally as all
the information we possess goes to show that
perhaps nine out of every ten persons in1
the district are aliens, totally unacquainted
with our method of representation, and the,
population willin-ail probabilty be a very
nomadie character, at least for the present.
It is intended to be a tentative measure,
to clothe the Government with power to'
maintain order and administer the country
for a year or étwo until we shall have a bet-
ter opportunity of knowing what kind of a
community we shall have to provide laws
for. As a matter of course, if a permanent
population establishes itself in the district.,
some representative system similar in prin-
ciple to what was given to the North-west
Territories will have to be provided later
on.

Mr. DAVIN. The hon. gentleman makesi
a deviation from the old North-west Ter-1
ritories Act that he bas not mentioned. Thei
clause In the old North-west Territorles Act ,
corresponding to section 5 here, not merely 1
provided for the number of councillors, but1
provided that certain persons should be ex-j
offico members. I do not know that 4t Is1
a very important detail. but this clause 1
gives the appointment to the Governor ini
Council, which means practicalliy the Min-Il

ister of the Interior, whereas the correspond-
ing clause in the North-west Territories Aet
of 1875 provlded for yve councillors, includ-
ing ex-officlo three stipendlary magistrates.
I have carefully read the Bill, and I
consider that it meets the needs of
the Yukon district pretty well. But
I would ask the hon. gentleman to consider
whether It would not be well, for instance,
to make the judge and one or more magis-
trates ex-offilo members of this council.
In Instituting a Government for the Yukon
district, the hon. gentleman has a great
advantage -that was lot possessed by the
Government of Canada in framing the or.-
gili Act for the government of the North-
west Territorles ; because he is able to apply
to the Yukon district the body of carefully
considered law which now exists in the
Terri-torles. Nevertheless, I think it would
be well for the hon. gentleman to consider
whether It is desirable for him to keep in
his bands the power to appoint every mem-
ber of the council. I saw that it was sug-
gested in another place that the Govern-
ment ought to give some guarantee that
the miners would be represented.
-I am strongly inclined to leave this question
entireiy to the Government. I do not
thiink, from what we know of the workings
of the old coun-cil, that it would be very
advantageous to put ln a clause thaît would
enable mùiners to elect a man to the council.
When the tirne comes to introduce those eleC-
tive element into the council governing the
Yukon. î hope there will be a possibility of

.aking arrangements that will work hetter
although I think thai the transitional method
of governmtent in the North-west Territories
worked pretity well. Still, there were
inconveniences connected with it, and
I believe that with the experience of
the pa.st, the hon. gentleman, if he wanted
to legislate on that particular phase of the
goverunient of the new territory, would be
able to make a marked improvement. So
far as I have been able to study the Bill,
it seems to me, with this qualification, to
meet the needs of the situation, but I think
it would be an advantage if the hon. gentle-
man would, in committee, change this 5th
section so as to have two or three persons
who would be ex-offieio members of the
council because of their position. Even that
will minimize the autocratic position of the
Commissioner, whieh is very desirable. Sup-
pose we were to pass the Bill as it is, what
will happen ? The power of appointing these
six persons will be entirely ln the hands of
the Government, which means absolutely in
the hands of the Commis.sioner, because the
Government vill appoint those he recom-
mends, or if they do not, will be declaring
a want of confidence ln their representative,
in whom they nust have entire confidence,
If ihe is efficlently to govern that country. In
the past those men who were ex-offiieo
members of the cGuncil were independent of
the Lieutenant-Governor, and they were thus

6729 6730


