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•ermon, he can only present a single aspect of a great
and important truth, yet h- i. criticised as if it had
been expected that the work of a doien volumes could
be crowded into the utterances of half an hour. What
"called an "exhaustive" sermon would exhaust an
audience long before it would its subject. A sermon
•s only the dab of a brush upon a great picture, and if

" gives a single striking view of a single great truth,
U accomplishes its object. It must necessarily be an
unfimshed piece as regards its exposition of truth ; and
the same may be said of any essay on any subject.
Every writer begins in the middle of things, and leaves
offm the middle of things

; and o e;-y thing he writes
relates at some point to every thing that everybody
has written. No man cleans up the field over which
he walks, and leaves nothing to be said; and the bestwe do IS unfinished work.

There are those who, in view of the sin and suffer-
ing which appear on every hand, are moved to impugn
the goodness and love of Him who created the world
by his power, and sustains and orders it by His provi-
dence. Millions are whelmed in the darkness of hea-
thenism; other millions are bound by the chains of
slavery; the oppressor is clothed in purple and fine linen

;

the beautiful and innocent are the victims of treach-
erous lust; children cry for bread beneath the windows
of luxury

;
justice is denied to the poor by men who

take bribes of wealth
; and deceit circumvents and


