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482 ZIFH OF NOEMAN MACLEOD.

You will now very naturally inquire how far our school system has succpedcd,
after having ha., a fair trial, in adding converts and native evangelists to the Christian
thurch. Ihe results of Dr. Duff's missionary schools may he taken as the most favor-
able example. He had the honour not only of beginning the system in Calcutta, hut
of carrying It on for the long period of thirty-five years; for although he left the
Church of Scotland and joined the Free Church in 1843, yet he continued his missionm other buildings with unabated vigour and unwearied zeal. He was assisted, more-
oyer, by a staff of missionaries who, in learning and ability, were worthy of their dis-
tinguished leader; so that the system, it must be confessed, has had the fairest possible
tnal, without interruption or weakness. Its agency, too, has always been strong and
ettectiye. Ihe number of its principal and branch stations in Bengal is 12, with 51
Christian agents, including 4 ordained European missionaries; an average attendance
of upwards of 3,000 scholars, male and female. Two ordained native evangelists are
employed, and 5 agents are engaged in vernacular preaching in the Mofussil, or in
the country. Now, the number of converts since the beginning of the mission until
the present year has been 206. Not one, as far as I can discover, is reported for last
year. As to ordained missionaries, three only have been contributed by the institution
since its commencement. The same general results have been obtained from the in-
stitution at Madras and Bombay, hitherto conducted by as able, accomplished, and
devoted missionaries as have laboured in India. The names of the late John Ander-
son of Madras, and of the venerable and learned Dr. Wilson, of Bombay, whom God
has spared to labour, will ever be associated with the history of missions in India.

' Looking only to such results as can be expressed by mere statistics, those I have
given may possibly be recognised as proofs of failure by one ignorant of India, ot
comparing them with those gathered from other fields of missionary labour. I might
however, easily show the value of those results, and defend them from the charge of
insignificance, by showing the quality and influence of the converts who form the
native churches connected with that mission and with other mission schools in India
and thus prove the greatness of the victory by the difficulty of the battle, and the
strength and importance of the position which it has thus secured with reference to
the final conquest of the land ; or 1 might even compare the number of those converts
with the number of missionaries employed, as proving a success equal to that of any
other mission m similar circumstances. But putting aside these and many other
elements of a success which, in my opinion, is unquestionable and remarkable, even
as tested by statistics, I could most conscientiously defend it on a lower but sufliciently
solid and hopeful ground. Were its work confined to the walls of the institution, and
had It as yet never made a single convert, would it, I ask, in this case, however pain-
tui and disappointing it might be to the ardent and hopeful missionary or to the
Church, be unworthy of our continued confidence and unfaltering support ? I can
anticipate but one reply by those who have at all comprehended the actual condition
of Hindoo society, even as I have tried to describe it, and the nature and difficulty of
the work to be done before its heathenism can be given up, and a genuine living
Christianity substituted in its place. For realise if you can what the effect must be
as preparing the way for Christianity, of thousands of youth nearly every year sent
forth into society to occupy positions of trust and influence from all the mission
schools 111 India

; not a few of their pupils truly converted to God, and all well
imtructedm Chrirtianity, in its evidences, facts, and moral teaching; the minds of
all considerably enlightened, their knowledge and means of knowledge vastly
increased, and their whole moral tone and feelings changed and elevated ! fam com-
pelled to reiterate the idea that the work thus done by the mission school is not the
taking down a brick here or there from the beleaguered wall, but that of sapping it
from below, until, like the walls of Jericho, and by the same Almighty power, though
differently applied, it falls m one great ruin to the ground .• while at the same time it
18 preparing the ground, digging the foundations, and gathering materials for buiidinc
up a now hvmg temple to the Lord.

''In regard to the rising up of a native ministry, that too may be pronounced a

t u -a^ ^^® ordained are counted merely and not weighed. But
that the different mission schools in India have raised from among their converts a
mo«t intelligent, educated, and respected body of native clergy, cannot bo denied. I
remember a caste native gentleman of wealth and education speaking of one of
those clergy, and saying to me, ' that is a man whose acquaintance you should, if pos-
sible, make. He was of my caste, and became a Christian ; but he is a learned and
thoroughly iincere man, and people here honour him.' Thi« said much for both


