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a prisoner, he is in other respects treated with every kmd-

ness consistent with his being kept in strict bondage. The

captor will sooner forego food, sooner endure privation

himself,^han his prisoner shall suffer from want of any

£g whfch he caS supply. This is not ^om beXO^ence^

however ; the interests of his revenge require t^^tAe^k^U^

shall approach the stake where his malice is to be glutted,

with unwasted strength and undimmed energy.

The morning of the day destined to be the most event-

ful of ourTves^was ushered in with the roll of the chick-

acoue or iSn drum, and the shouts of the multitude pre-

ZZ» the fasffots After each had been furnished with a

Kl poX we w^ carried before the great " wit-

Sgemote." It being summer, and the weather very

warm!The council of ancients was not held in a cabin, ac-

Tordhig to their usual custom, and which they prefer, but

Snder an immense oak-the monarch, or at least a Piercy

nr ^t Maur of the forest, which cast a shade over half the

spadou^ lawn ^^^^ to' the St. Charles. Under other

cKmstares, and vlwed in the absence of other excite-

ment thTthkt which should be suggested by the land-

scape alL, the scene would have been one ot extraordi-

raTbeauty as it still was of thrilling interest. 1 have

Tt-neTer had the ability to descril^e natural scenery, f^^^

mine is a homely and uneducated pen. Now, when one

write upon the wonders and beauties of creation, he should

wr te wHh d feather plucked from the wing of a seraph.

God hrshed a large portion of his majesty, and sublimity,

and dory upon the things of the terrestrial world and

thence t^'is that whatever is written upon these things

?!oceans-mountains. Above all he ^ho-ld
^^^^^^^^^^^^

with a sincere and ardent love of God A devout Chris-

to would, I am persuaded, do the picture much bettei

thTn an infidel. He will feel, the other only see
.

mfound he Indians seated in their usua fashion in

cirls around the oak. The cl.iefs -^ -stf
ting^^^^^^^^^^^^

warriors of the nation occupied the first circle. 1 hey sat
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