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up, none were left with her that were at all attached to king

Richard. A new retinue was formed for her, of ladies, damsels,

and varlets, who were strictly enjoined never to mention the

name of king Richai'd to her, or to acquaint her with what

was become of him."'

It is asserted by all authors of that day, that the heart of

the young Isabella was devoted to Richard: the chroniclers

of her own country especially declare, ''that he had behaved

so amiably to her, that she loved him entirely." While, by a

cruel policy, her youthful mind was torn with the pangs of

suspense and the pain of parting from her native attendants,

Richard was conveyed from Shene by night and lodged

secretly in the Tower, with such of his friends and ministers

as were peculiarly obnoxious to the Londoners.

After enduring many mortifications at the Tower, king

Richard offered to resign the crown to Henry of Bolingbroke,

who immediately rephed, " It is necessary that the three

estates of the realm should hear this proposition; and in

three days the parhaments will be collected, and can debate

on the subject." So far his rejoinder was made with modera-

tion and propriety, but he added,—" The people want to

crown me ; for the common report in the country is, that I

have a better right to the crown than you. This was told

our grandfather, king Edward, of happy memory, when he

educated you, and had you acknowledged heir to the crown

;

but his love was so strong for his son the prince of Wales,

nothing could make him alter his purpose. If you had fol-

lowed the example of the prince, you might still have been

king ; but you have always acted so contrary, as to occasion

the rumour to be generally beheved throughout England that

you were not the son of the prince of Wales, but of a priest

or canon. I have heard several knights who were of the

household of my uncle, the prince of Wales, declare that he

was jealous of the conduct of the princess. She was cousin-

german to king Edward, who began to dislike her for not

having children by his son, for he knew that she had sons by
her former marriage with sir Thomas Holland, since he had
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