
8 LIFE OF BISHOP PIIELAN.

3«11 tlie good whicli a heart like his desired. Ilis zeal, notwithstand-

ing all the dilhculties ho had to cneoiniter in the course of his stiidief«,

<iid not in the least r.bate, hut ratlier increased. It soon became
juanit'est that the young Priest devoted liiniselt' so faithfully and suc-

cessfully to his calling, that he endeared himself to idl who had t\

knowledge of his labors. lie did not fail to attract, belbrc many
weeks had elapsed, the attention of the Sulpician conniuuiity ; and. at

the earnest solicitation of the Seniinavy of ISt. 8ulpice, Bishop VAic-

verus allowed him to remain to iidniinister to the wants of the Irisli

Catholics, who Nvere emigrating to Canada, and iixing their abode at

Montreal. According to Father Taylor, already mentioned, he merely
" departed to complete his studies in the fSeminary of j^Iontreal, and
'• had Bishop Chevi'rus' expressed permission to aggregate himself to

" the Sulpician comnnniity there." On the 21st day of November,
of the same year of his ordination, he was received as a meuiber of
(St. Sulpice, and he renainod attached to the connuunity and serving

the Irish congregatidn for nearly seventeen year.s, luitil shortly betbru

lie was called to the l*]piscopacy.

Here we enter a new epoch in Father Phelan's life—when ho lia«

to take charge of an importMnt station, the duties of which he iulfllled

with untiring zeal and ability. His own virtuous conduct and hi.s

instructions and preaching enabkd him to organize the Irish congre-

gation. The hajjpy results of his labors are still visible at MontreaJ,

where he was universally esteemed, for he may be said to have sown
there the seeds of a healthy Irish Catholic comnnniity. When not

in the jndpit or confessional, or instructing the cliildren, he was lound

on some duty <tf charity; but always ))reiiclii!ig to his jieople by
example. At the same time W(; must not forget that it \Vi!s not owing
j.olely to his own strength or ability th:;t he was so successful in tho

minislry, or th;it his exertions were crowned with such fruit. It was
Alniighly (lod who blessed his labors, and produced the desired results,

for Father IMielan gave himself fre(piently up to prayer, to that end,

that Clod wou'd shower down Ilis graces on Ilis ]H'ople. His con-

fidence iu the intercession of the Blessed \'irgiu Mary was sneh (as

I may have occasion to show herealU'r), that we cannot but iiiiir that

lie coiist:nitly placed his congregation under her ))ious j»roti'clion ; ibr

it re(|uii'('(l more than ordinary aid to bring about the ri'lbrniation in

morals which took jilace in the city during his time. As lor ircrea-

tion—it may ])e said to have consisted in vi.'itinn' the luhewaiin C.itlio-

lie, or iUo aged and distressid, and by depicting the judgments of

Cold against the ui'gligout and careless, he would arouse the oni>,

whilst liy words of coiisolati(ai and tenderness, he would sustain llio

others. All (his tinu* he had his cycH over the yiuUh, and frt'ipu^itly

collected them together to be instructed iu the Christian doeirine, and
]»repared for tlu'lr Holy Connnnnions. Theimprovenient in their con-

duct may be said to have had u happy inllnenco over the parents, ho

much so, that it attacheil tlu-m more to their jiriest, and ti'nded (i>

draw them uj the iiiiniiictions, thereby creating in their souls a rcUsU
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